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In this day of benevolent enterprise, asso- Benevolent sa- 
tiations of individuals for the accomplish- cietlC8 ' 
ment of a specific object, are frequent. By concen- 
trating single efforts to one point, as the burning-glass 
brings the bright sunbeams to a focus, these associ- 
ations easily effect important changes in the moral 
aspect and true happiness of the world. They rally 
the friends of a good cause around a common standard, 
and exercise that sway in the empire of opinion, which be- 
longs to the nobility in a monarchical government. The 
cause they espouse assumes dignity ; the end they seek 
swells in importance, and is almost sure to be attained. 
The ease with which they gather their treasures from ten 
thousand springs into one great stream, and apply their 
energies even to the remotest parts of the earth, is a mat- 
ter of daily observation. Bible Societies, Missionary So- 
cieties, Sunday School Societies, Charitable Societies, 
Literary Societies, Agricultural Societies, and useful so- 
cieties of every name and denomination, are the glory of' 
our country, and among the highest hopes of the age. 
Our illustrious citizens preside over them, our enterprising 
citizens direct them, and the most industrious and valuable 
of our fellow citizens sustain them. 
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Conspiracies. It is not necessary that the design be be- 
nevolent or holy, to test the importance of associated 
effort for its accomplishment. Conspiracy and treason 
draw their chief strength from a thousand secret channels, 
and effect their aim by bringing the energies of all, un- 
expectedly to burst upon a single point. 

They can show kindness and patriotism, when it^is ne- 
cessary for their better concealment ; and oftentimes do 
much good’ with the sole purpose of getting a better op- 
portunity to do evil. But these do not lightly admit or 
dismiss members. Those who have been once in their 
secrets, must be silent for ever after. They must have 
the consent of all to enter, and having entered, their al- 
legiance ends only with life. 

The manner of But every benevolent society has a specific 

benevolent •<>- J 1 

cieties. object to attain, which distinguishes it from 

all the rest : as the Bible Society, to circulate the scrip- 
tures ; and the Missionary Society, to support teachers.- 
They all are by nature charitable societies, and seek to 
ameliorate the condition of sinful man. They hold mem- 
bership to be an honour, and count it no disgrace to invite . 
the just and merciful to enrol their names in the register 
of the society. They agree, generally, in allowing an an- 
nual, or a life membership, at the option of the subscriber ; 
and in either case leave him free to attend the meetings 
or not, as he chooses. The benevolence of these societies 
beams in every direction from an open centre, as light 
from the unclouded sun ; and leaves none to doubt their 
character, or to mistake their object. 


Contrasted 
with the man- 
ner of Free 
Masonry. 


Of all the great associations of the present 
day, Free Masonry is peculiar and extraordi- 
nary. It claims with the others to be bene- 


volent in its designs, while it hides itself like treason. It 


professes to ameliorate the condition of man, not by support- 


ing teachers, or by rewarding agriculture, or by any other 
single operation ; but altogether in a general way. While 
other benevolent societies uniformly agree to strengthen 


themselves in public esteem by the fullest display of their 
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proceedings, this alone strengthens itself in secrecy ; while 
the others have invariably a single benevolent aim in view, 
which they carefully proclaim, this alone carefully wraps 
up itself in mystery, folds its precise object in thick dark- 
ness, and leaving the inquirer to study its direct aim, re- 
plies with manifest importance — “ I am a secret.” 

Now this is singular ! the members of all Masonry 
Other benevolent societies exhort their fellow bers. 
citizens to join in the work of benevolence, and aid in ef- 
fecting the proposed good. Free Masonry is independent 
and indifferent to all the world besides. It is a rule of the 
institution, (we do not say it is strictly observed,) never to 
solicit any to join her ranks, to favour her schemes, or to 
aid by membership in accomplishing her plans. 

This remarkable trait in the constitution ™ s to h 8 ^ 
of the society has undoubtedly led many that Free P iwa- 
reflecting minds to conclude, that the insti- thfojf to set ££ 
tution is merely frivolous. If it had an ob- fore a guest * 
ject in view worth naming, it could not fail, in setting it 
forth, to invite all good men and true to enlist in its attain- 
ment. If it can teach mathematics by a royal way, or 
extract Hebrew roots with a stump machine ; if it can 
teach men to circumscribe their passions with a pair of 
compasses, and to reform their hearts with a mason's ham- 
mer ; if it can teach brotherly love by a mortar cement, 
and benevolence in donations exacted by an oath ; it 
should entreat youth to join and receive its benefits. But 
as Free Masonry never legally invites new members, it is 
legally inferred to be an empty thing, without any object to 
set before them ; apd so thousands of our youth are tempt- 
ed to join the institution with the hope of filling it with a 
scheme or two of their own, and of engrafting upon a 
mighty stock sortie object of private interest, or of personal 
ambition. 

It is impossible, however, that a society But F 5 ee Ma- 

* 7 7 J sonry is not 

should accumulate funds, build splendid frivolous, 
halls, command the precious time of the statesman, hold 
in subservience the pen of the scholar, try the intel- 
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lects of the orator, gain the support of the divine, and 
yet be merely frivolous. It is impossible that a society 
merely frivolous, should find sensible men willing to 
give to it all their time as Grand Lecturers, much of their 
time as Masters, and invariably their money as mem- 
bers. It is impossible that a society merely frivolous 
should constantly refuse to take a member without the 
consent of all ; or to take members for a month, or a year, 
or any less terra than for life ; should never discharge them 
from service ; but, under its full penalties, require them for 
ever u to obey all regular signs and summons, given, sent, 
or thrown by the hand of a brother, or from the body of 
a legally constituted Lodge, provided that it be within 
the length of the cable tow.”* There is something earnest 
in all this, but the object is concealed. 

Great men are not always occupied with matters of im- 
portance ; yet, when they give themselves to Free Mason- 
ry, not as a pleasant recreation, but as a laborious business, 
committing its minute details, and feeding on its boasted 
mysteries, at the same time they pay much attention to the 
outward prosperity of the order, great men give all the 
evidence in their power to give, that Free Masonry is a 
weighty matter. 

Free Masonry embraces with its secret ties, men of dis- 
tinguished literary attainments, and of the most exalted re- 
putation in civil and in military life ; and it must have in 
its interior something more than the usual revelations of 
its mysteries declare ; must have something which can oc- 
cupy the mind of a man of serious reflection, who cannot 
be satisfied with puerilities, nor accept of mere jargon in 
requital for the time he devotes to the order. We do not 
mean to call in question the verbal accuracy of a work, 
which Free Masonry has sanctioned with her utmost ef- 
forts, and sealed, like a worshipper of Moloch, with the 
life-blood of her own son ; but the institution must have a 
secret, must have an aim, must have a something about it, 
yet untold, or requiring to be explained, in order to have 

* Understood to be three miles. 
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wrought into its woof of glory the time, and talents, and 
name of many honoured dead, and revered among the 
li ving. 

If the institution have any specific object 
of pursuit, it should, like other societies, stea- Christianity, 
dily set forth that object ; but, if its object be independently 
to inculcate a reveyence for the Deity, and love to our 
neighbour, as is often professed in the constitutions of 
Masonry, the institution undertakes too much, undertakes 
the proper office of Christianity ; we disapprove its design, 
and dispense with its incompetent services. 

“ Very well,” says a mason, “ you are at liberty to do so ; 
while with Washington and Franklin, and the good La 
Fayette, I both approve the design, and employ the services 
of Free Masonry.” 

This is the thing we sadly fear, that men using the rickety 
steps of Free Masonry, to scale heaven, reject the sure way 
of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ ; that men hearkening to 
the dogmas of a human institution, turn away their ears 
from the heavenly doctrines of the cross ; that men seeking 
out to themselves this new found invention of Free Masonry, 
receive a stone for bread ; and for a fish, a serpent. 

If any human institution offers itself to perform the pro- 
per office of Christianity, it should be rejected at once. 
Christianity will do its own work better than any contri- 
vance we can use in its stead : and the very offer of another 
institution independently to inculcate in the human mind a 
reverence for the Deity, and love to our neighbour, is proof 
that such institution is an imposture. So certain as it is 
another institution, having for its grand object to inculcate 
religious fear and neighbourly love, so certain it is another 
Gospel, and not that of our Lord ; and it should be rejected 
as a broken staff, “ on which if a man lean it will pierce 
his hand. 

“General Washington did not use Free Free Mason- 
Masonry as another Gospel, but in aid of that 5? the GospeL 
already given of heaven.” 
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We allow it ; but observe, this makes a most'important 
change in the professed object of Free Masonry. Its grand 
object now is not itself to serve for religion ; but to serve 
the Lord by aiding his Gospel. No doubt Washington so 
regarded it, and so also does every Christian mason ; and 
if it be a faithful servant of the Lord’s Gospel, well ; if not, 
Christian brother, it'is time we knew it. 

The hand- “Free Masonry is the handmaid of religion.” 
gion. Her pe- This is often said, and by pious masons is truly 
ca mn believed. Now, a handmaid waits near her 

mistress to receive all her commands. When did religion 
bid her handmaid Free Masonry to hide her light under a 
bushel ? utterly to refuse her services to the fairer half of 
the human family ? and to invite never a man to enter her 
gates, or to communicate her blessings? Free Masonry is 
a faithless servant acting contrary to orders. 

This professed handmaid of religion has other remarka- 
ble peculiarities. 

A monthly meeting, not of the Directors of the Institu- 
tion, or the executive officers only, but of all the mem- 
bers. When they meet, they meet in the night; where 
they meet, there is but one entrance, and invariably at that 
will be found a trusty brother with a weapon of death na- 
ked in his hands ; and none legally enter there, who have 
not first entered with a rope, or cable tow about the neck, 
and received an oath of secrecy, which seals their lips 
upon every transaction happening within the door guarded 
by the weapon of death. 


“ No prying eye can view us here, 
w No fool or knave disturb our cheer.” 


Having tarried from two to four hours, the members dis- 
perse ; and notwithstanding they inhabit the same country, 
surround the same table, the same fireside, and the same 
altar, with other servants of the Lord, and professors of his 
religion whose professed handmaid Free Masonry is, they 
open not their lips to blame or to praise this Mystery. The 
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craft to which they belong, is sufficiently discoverable to 
excite curiosity ; yet, in the full tide of confiding in- 
tercourse among those participating in the same reli- 
gious privileges, friendships, and joys, an allusion made 
with a view to sound the character of this anomalous hand- 
maid of religion, checks the flow of conversation, seals the 
lips of friendship, and either turns argument to jest, or 
makes the inquirer bitterly to feel that the ground he did 
but touch upon, is consecrated to mystery, and is not to be 
trodden, even unshod, by the feet of the profane. 

All this is matter of common observation, Discovering 

.... , . . n more of the 

and has in it no resemblance to the character of master, than of 
a handmaid , least of all to the character of a a ai * 
handmaid of religion. It is rather the tone of a master, 
who gives his orders, and has a perfect right to retain in his 
own bosom the motives which dictate those orders. 

Men do not light a candle, and put it under Doubts raised, 
a bushel, but they set it upon a candlestick, that it may 
give light to all the house. If Free Masonry have a grand 
object which is good, why hide the object ? If the means 
used to attain it be just, why conceal them like sin ? We 
might as soon expect to find thorns amidst clusters of 
grapes, as to find the barbarous oaths of Free Masonry 
growing out of any association humane, benevolent or just; 
the penalties of its obligations better suit a company of 
banditti, than a society of Christians. 

To our judgment it is unnatural that a great body should 
be formed, completely organized and put into vigorous ac- 
tion, without some specific object in view. To effect that 
object its form must be accommodated, and its powers di- 
rected. If it have owls eyes, it requires very little philoso- 
phy to tell, that it was made for activity in twilight and 
darkness ; if it have bears teeth, that it was made to devour 
flesh ; but if it have the falsehood of the adversary, that it 
was made to destroy the souls of men. 

For what a society was formed, which never assembles 
without putting a weapon of death to guard the door ; and 
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which studiously conceals itself from the inquest of the up- 
right man, unless he debase himself to take the cable tow 
about his neck, and the oath of absolute secrecy on his lips, 
every one will doubtfully surmise. And although Free 
Masons can certainly tell to a man, what led them to join 
the lodge, few of them can tell to what end the Institution 
was formed, or have any notion of the direct aim it takes, 
or suspect the design it is really intended to accomplish. 
They have regarded but the hinder parts of this modern 
Minotaur, whose annual tribute is not seven, but seven 
thousand youth, the hopes of our country. 

The recent It is remarkable that a society unlike and 

growth of Free „ 

Masonry. contrary to all other societies m the land, 
should have grown in this inquiring age, and among 
this jealous people, to a gigantic height, and to an hercule- 
an strength, in the last thirty years, without any assignable 
aim in view, sufficient to satisfy a reflecting mind. 

The highest adept in Free Masonry cannot name a great 
and good object, pursued, or pretended to be pursued by 
the institution, which is not openly and successfully pur- 
sued by other societies in the country, the signs and 
the grips not excepted ; and it is wholly un- 
accountable, that Christians, educated in the 
same schools, and trained in the same fami- 
lies, should wisely attempt to accomplish the 
same benevolent ends, by means’ so diverse, as Free Ma- 
sonry is diverse from all other benevolent and useful so- 
cieties. 

The institution is peculiar, and its object 
must be peculiar also. Men do not associate 
in any form without a specific purpose. This 
purpose is often concealed from the multi- 
tude, and from the ignorant ; but the learned 
and the wise are sure to find it out. 

Take, for example, the form of government and of reli- 
gious worship, in which men have been educated. How 
much the larger part of them quietly submit to the govern- 
ment, and use the prescribed form of worship, without 


Free Masonry 
has a peculiar 
object, as eve- 
ry form of go- 
vernment has, 
and every form 
of religious 
worship. 


Its assignsd 
obiects of pur- 
suit are better 
and openly at- 
tained by other 
societies. 
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once reflecting, that the end of the one is to secure indi- 
viduals in their rights, and the end of the other is to lead 
the heart of the worshipper to the Father of Spirits. They 
submit to the government, and use the form of worship, 
without considering wherefore, and yet, in a just govern- 
ment, and in the divine ordinances, they secure and enjoy 
their end. 

So Free Masonry comes down to us, like a Every Free 
form of government, or of religious worship. iecurin^that m 
We receive and use it without considering 
its end, or even whether it have an end. But it must as 
necessarily have an aim, as a razor an edge. No edge, 
no razor ; no aim or object, no Free Masonry. Men as- 
sociate for some purpose ; and, when habit, or education, 
makes them true to Free Masonry, they effect its purpose, 
though they do not see it, as certainly as if that purpose 
were steadily in view. 

This important consideration addresses itself to all mem- 
bers of the Fraternity. Though they are indifferent to 
Free Masonry in their affections, or even hate it in their 
hearts, they still sustain the order in which they have vo 
luntarily placed themselves ; they increase its numerical 
strength, increase the power of its influence, and, however 
unwillingly, they serve to the day they rebel, both to steady 
and to secure the grand aim of the Order. They may 
be to Free Masonry no better than a boor to the Auto- 
crat of Russia, yet a few hundred thousand boors give 
him prodigious strength. 

In every extensive government, or society, we shall find 
the wheels moved by a few, while the many serve to steady 
and t6 sustain the motion. 

And so it is in Free Masonry. A few A man’s in- 
Sovereign Inspectors General, and Most Ex- weight of cha- 
cellent Grand Masters, pull the wires ; and thfcan'ew" 1 
the entire body of the Fraternity, every indi- VenhS 

vidual with- the -weight of his name and name - 
character, sustains the motions’,) Men may say, and often 
do — ■“ I will not lift a finger to support or to destroy Free 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



12 


ANTI-MASONIC REVIEW, 


Masonry ; I will not lay a straw in your way but it is 
in vain. They lift the weight of their character, which 
should be more than a finger, in support of the institution ; 
and leave their names exactly in our way, which are of- 
tentimes more than a straw. But they are wise, and we 
are simple. 

THE GRAND OBJECT OF FREE MASONRY EXPRESSED BY 
WASHINGTON. 

In his reply to the polite address of the Grand Lodge of 
Massachusetts, 1792, General Washington says: “ the 
grand object of Masonry is to promote the happiness of 
the human race.” Either General Washington mistook 
the grand object of Masonry, or Masonry takes a mysteri- 
ous way for its attainment. With entire respect for the 
memory of General Washington, we shall find much rea- 
son to think he was mistaken. 

tanking him That an institution whose grand object is 
mistaken. to promote the happiness of the human race , 
should strictly forbid its members to invite their most inti- 
mate friends to unite with the institution in the attainment 
of that grand object, is a mystery inexplicable upon the 
common principles of philosophy. 

The grand object of the Bible Society is to promote the 
happiness of the human race. Let one article of its con- 
stitution forbid any member to invite his friends to unite 
with the Bible Society in promoting this great object, and 
all will agree, that in becoming likened to Free Masonry, it 
departs from the confidence of the friends of the Bible, and 
diminishes its usefulness. 

Suppose, however, that the grand object of Free Mason- 
ry is to promote the happiness of the human race, it is re- 
markable that this society does not seek its object in any 
specific pursuit, like every other benevolent society ; but 
by its general influence, like Christianity. ' It does not con- 
fine its attention to any particular branch of labour, or to 
inculcate any single truth of importance, like a society for 
the promotion of temperance, or a Savings Bank ; but 
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with authority assumed to be divine, and an Pro ® f “ forth - 

J 7 co ming . 

antiquity superior to the Gospel, it professes 
to teach the true name and reverence of the Most High, 
and the way to the Grand Lodge above. Free Masonry 
thus becomes, not the handmaid of religion, like the Mis- 
sionary Society, but a substitute for religion, acceptable to 
those who reject divine revelation. 

Perhaps General Washington supposed it The«nppo»ed 

r ® rr benevolence of 

is the grand object of Free Masonry to pro- Free Masonry. 

mote the happiness of the human race by the practice of 
benevolence. It is certain that by far the greatest part of 
the Fraternity, with whom we converse, believe this ; and 
do not conceive, that any essential change would be made 
in the aim of Free Masonry, by striking off all its degrees 
and mummery at a blow. Sometimes their confidence in 
the charitable purposes of the institution will hardly allow 
them to repress their indignation at an effort to show the 
entire falsity of its claims. They stretch forth their hands 
with ardour, while their countenance flushes with honest 
zeal, and repeating the number of benevolent lodges 
around them, and some illustrious charities which their 
own eyes have witnessed, they triumphantly declare : “ It 
will take you a long time to persuade us, that such an in- 
stitution has an evil tendency.” 

So, too, the burden of the mason’s song is charity : the 
text of the mason’s discourse is 1. Cor. xiii. 13. M Now 
abideth faith, hope, charity, these three ; but the greatest of 
these is charity.” Speak a word of doubt, of distrust, or 
of condemnation, in the ears of an honest mason, and, 
whether he dwell on the green hills of New England, or in 
the fertile vales of the .Ohio, his defence of Free Masonry is 
constantly the same : “ It is a benevolent Society ; it gives 
to this poor widow, and to that destitute orphan ; if you 
knew its charities you would respect its claims.” 

We are not of those who put light for god- 

darkness, and darkness for light ; we do not 
refuse its meed of praise to benevolence, nor our admira- 
tion to any institution which confers heavenly charity upon 
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the orphan and widow. A society whose efforts are con- 
secrated to godlike charity, partakes of the Deity both in 
the perfectness, and in the sanctity of its character. The 
Bible and Missionary, the Sabbath School, and Tract So- 
cieties, send forth their blessings upon the evil and upon 
the good, upon the just and upon the unjust. The un- 
grateful heathen, and the hardened offender, the wayward 
child, and the profligate parent, are freely offered the bene- 
fits these societies are constituted to bestow. This is the 
grace that covers a multitude of sins ; and its happy pos- 
sessors are the children of God. If Free Masonry does, 
we do not say the same things, but any one thing in the 
same spirit, or in the same manner, leaving the spirit, or 
motive, to the most charitable inference ; then we will al- 
low its claims to the affections of our countrymen, as a 
benevolent society, and reverence it as such. 

Free Mwonry But if, like a pharisee, it salute those only 
a pharuee. w h 0 galute it, and love those only who love 
it. Free Masonry is no better than a publican, and is 
not entitled to praise, or to reward. If the institution 
gives that it may receive again, lends only where it may 
have occasion to borrow, and bestows its best favours 
scantily, and not in obedience to heavenly charity, but 
in obedience to the express conditions of a compact, 
ratified with an oath, then Free Masonry has not the 
smallest claim to the perfectness, or sanctity of a benevo- 
lent institution ; it is actuated not by a spirit of love, but 
by a spirit of selfishness. 

jfcee^suionsto For * nstance 5 a number of men put a 
the brethren, stipulated sum into a common fund, and , 

cured by an bind themselves by an oath to prefer each 

oath# others welfare in business before the welfare 

of all mankind besides ; and bind themselves further, to 
aid, assist, and befriend any one of the brotherhood, his 
widow and orphans, who may be, in the course of events, 
brought into trouble, or reduced to want. 

After a time one of the contracting parties becomes poor, 
or dies and leaves a dependent family behind. Now the 
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Fraternity, upon the representation of some one of the 
brethren acquainted with the circumstances, bestir them- 
selves. Charity is lauded, while they examine the state 
of the funds ; and, if so much is found in the treasury, they 
vote ten dollars to the relief of the poor family, or even 
twenty, if the case is urgent. Is this charity, dear reader ? 
or is it a debt ? Justice demands the strict fulfilment of 
the compact. Charity does not begin until the terms of 
the compact have been satisfied, and its conditions faith- 
fully fulfilled ; and money given to its brethren by a society 
so organized, cannot in any sense be called a charity ; it 
is a debt . 

We have societies of this kind existing in Mutual in*u- 
the land, but obliged to fulfil the conditions compa " 

of the compact by the laws of our country, and not by an 
unlawful oath : need we add that they are much more 
faithful in discharging their legal obligations, than Free 
Masonry is in discharging the obligations of her oaths. 
These are mutual assurance companies against losses by 
fire and otherwise. For a small bonus paid in, the society 
obligates itself to secure the property of the applicant 
against losses for a term of more or less years, according 
to the constitution of the society. At length a loss is 
suffered, and the sufferer comes, not begging for the ful- 
filment of the contract according to the oatji ; but, as a 
freeman should come, demanding his right under guaranty 
of the laws of his country. And who besides Free Ma- 
sonry would boast of the fulfilment of this contract as an 
act of charity ? The most it can be called, is, a debt 
promptly paid. 

The laws of our country compel in many The state poor 
of the states, each town, or county, to sup- ^“ notac 
port its own poor : and nobly they do it; in many instances 
a population of 1500 souls tax themselves to pay not a 
pittance, (as if to mock the wants of the needy,) but $500 
and $700 per annum. And who ever thought to call this 
tax a charity ? Who at any time draws his hand from his 
pocket with the amount of his poor tax, and having dis- 
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charged the collector, lays it on his bosom blessing him- 
self for this act of charity ? Yet it has every claim to be 
accounted an act of charity, which Free Masonry can pre- 
sent with the advantage of exceeding in amount, fifty to 
one. 

But it is no charity. The state guaranties to all its ci- 
tizens, as Free Masonry does to all its members, a sup- 
ply of the necessaries of life, not as a charity, but as a 
debt. The obligations of support and protection are 
mutual: the government we support must protect us, 
and it is as much the duty of government to save its 
poor from starvation, as to save them from the hands 
of violence. It is a mutual assurance company on a 
large theatre of action ; every member of the govern- 
ment, every citizen of the country, is liable to a reverse of 
fortunes, whether rich or poor ; and the poor tax of the 
rich is his equal proportion of the debt due from the com- 
munity, to enable the government to discharge its just 
obligations. 

This is praiseworthy providence ; this shows a laud- 
able concern for every individual in the state ; but it 
is not so with Free Masonry. A few select ones, far 
removed from want, separate themselves from the 
community, and give to each other additional security 
for encouragement in business; and also against the 
reverses of fortune. What induces them to give each 
other pledges of mutual support in misfortune ? certainly 
no leadings of divine charity, but motives of human pru- 
dence. And when misfortune breaks the hopes of one, he 
has a right to the provision laid up for this emergency in 
the days of his prosperity ; and it is no act of charity in 
the fraternity to disperse that provision to his wants : it is 
his due. 

oTrree Free Masonry does not make this provision 
Masonry is merely on grounds of human prudence, which 

stained with . , , . . . . . . . , 

marks of sei- might be laudable ; but does it with marks ot 
selfishness, which are not creditable. To 
rise above considerations of selfishness, the Fraternity ought 
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to admit the high and tow, rich and poor, sound and 
maimed, alike, provided they have alike the character and 
mind of a man. But our mutual insurance company does 
not choose to underwrite for those who have not a sound 
body, and a profitable trade, or occupation. 

“ No person is capable of becoming a Ma- 
son, unless he is free born, of mature age, of ship, 
good report, of sufficient natural endowments, and has the 
senses of a man, with an estate , office, trade, occupation, 
or some visible way of acquiring an honest livelihood. He 
must also be upright in body, not deformed or dismembered 
at the time of making ; but of hale and entire limbs, as a 
man ought to be.” See Elder w Bradley on Masonry,” p. 
144. See, also, the Ahiman Rezon of S. C. p. 138. Also, 
the Ahiman Rezon of Pennsylvania, compiled by William 
Smith, D.D. p. 28. And, also, the Books of constitutions, 
and Manuals of Free Masonry generally, under the head of 
u Qualities requisite to become a Free Mason.” 

Far be it from us to censure the prudence F 1 ®® 
of Free Masonry m guarding itself from the gun iu^mea- 
risk of being called upon to support the discLam S 
maimed and infirm of body. We quote this ^ a ^ t b 
only to show that Free Masonry is a combi- 
nation of healthy and wealthy men, who being bound to 
support each other in business, are also bound if need be, 
to supply each others wants. Those wants are generally 
left until their piercing cry reaches the ears of Christians, 
as well as Masons ; and any thing which Free Masonry can 
do to relieve them, the institution is bound to do, as a debt, 
by its solemn compact ratified with an oath; it can in no 
sense be a charity. 

But this provision for the wants of its mem- . Thw o^Uga- 

« * , - . „ , tion of Free 

bers is not the grand object of the society ; it Masonry not 

is only incidental. If provision against mis- je^t oftbc 

fortune were the grand object, one degree c,ctT * 

would secure it, as well as forty three, and one oath as well 

as forty oaths. The Society does not heap up degrees and 

oaths for emptiness. The grand object lies beneath them, 
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and this care for the comfort of its members is a mere 
branch of the concern ; as meeting and feasting and hav- 
ing public funerals, are also branches, to cover and con- 
ceal the grand object itself. 

doeirJ^ onry ^ave care f u lty sought the grand ob- 

things, but has ject of Free Masonry in the field of benevo- 
!dT Ct lence, and we do not find it. It gives, in 
discharge of its solemn obligations, both money to the 
living, and funerals to the dead; but its grand object 
is neither to support the poor, nor to bury the dead. 
Free Masonry is social, and prayerful, and biblical ; but 
its grand object is neither sociability, nor prayer, nor read- 
ing of the Scriptures. All these it uses as means to accom- 
plish its grand object . The grand object itself is not 

found ; and when it is, a great secret will be discovered. 

Nature adapts Nature’s laws are uniform ; she operates 
the form of her r 

works to their by fixed rules. She is full of examples to 
use. * • I, i * • 4 

prove in all her parts, that important varia- 
tions in the form, certainly denote a peculiarity in the na- 
tive temper, and in the proper use of her works. The 
hills and rocks declare their geological and mineral charac- 
ter, by their forms ; and by this we may know their adap- 
tation to peculiar uses, without an experiment. 

Thisisparticu- This is specially observable in the animal 

larly notices- r J 

bie in an im als, creation. The wings of the bird allow us to 
assert without danger of mistake, that by nature it was 
formed to inhabit the skies ; the feet of the quadruped, 
that by nature it was formed to dwell on the surface of the 
earth ; and the fins of the fish, that its abode is in the 
waters under the earth. 

This rule of adapting the form of her works to their par- 
ticular benefit or use, kind nature follows not only in the 
grand divisions of animal existence, fish, fowl, and quadru- 
ped ; but also in the minor classes of each grand division. 
The pigeon, a bird of passage, has a clean form and a 
swift wing ; while the lark, which flies not afar, is heavy 
and soon tires in the skies. The goat is formed to crop 
the wild herbage of the mountains, and to frisk securely on 
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the brow of precipices ; while the hound is formed with 
muscle and limb for the chase he loves. 


“ See there with countenance blithe, 

And with a courtly grin, the fawning hound 
Salutes the cowering, his wide opening nose 
Upward he curl*; and his large sloe-black eyes 
Melt in soft blandishments; — his ears and legs 
Fleckt here and there, in gay enamelled pride, 

Riyal the speckled pard ; his rush grown tail, 

O’er his broad back, bends in an ample arch ; 

On shoulders clean, upright and firm he stands ; 

His round cat foot, strait hams, and wide spread thighs, 

And his low dropping chest, confess his speed, 

His strength, his wind, or on the steepy bill, 

Or far extended plain.” — 

Nature invariably joins certain tastes with 

_ J , forms nature al- 

certain torms. Sharp teeth, as those of a ways girescer- 

dog and a wolf, prove the animal, at once, to tamUitei - 
be carnivorous, and fond of flesh ; while he has no relish 
for the herbs of the field. On the other hand, if the ani- 
mal have teeth to crop and grind his food, as the ox, the 
sheep, and the deer, it is certainly graminivorous, and will 
not taste flesh. We do not find the wolf eat corn, nor the 
ox devour flesh. 

Nature goes further. Not only the natural By the natural 
element and taste of her creatures may be determine to a 
determined by their forms, but their tern - 
per also. What a difference in the temper of the hawk 
and the dove! in the temper of the wolf and of the 
lamb ! Show us any bird with the strait bill, and defence- 
less foot of the dove ; and, though we know not its name, 
or abode, we do know its temper, and will answer for it, 
that it is gentle. On the other hand, show us any strange 
bird with a hooked bill, and crooked talons ; and our eyes 
will avoid their reach ; for, assuredly, that fowl has a fero- 
cious and ungoverned temper. Precisely so it is with 
quadrupeds. Any animal with the defenceless jaw and 
foot of the lamb, is of a gentle disposition ; but furnished 
with the sharp tooth, and armed claw of the lion, that ani- 
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This is true, 
whether the 
work be done 
bj a mechanic 
or a statesman. 


mal is a tiger in its temper, and though it may become 
tamed and domesticated, as the cat, still, it is by nature wild 
and ferocious, and will fly in the face of man, if once 
caught in a strange garret. 

Man also Man is the humble imitator of the great 

adapts the form . e 

of his works to Artist of the universe ; and, m all his works, 
thmt sit* man seeks to adapt their form to the use he 
would make of them. If he make a cutting instru- 
ment, he inclines it to an edge ; a thrusting instrument, he 
tapers it to a point, and an instrument to cut and thrust, by 
man’s wisdom, is edged and pointed. 

Every work of man’s hands has an object, 
and the form of the work is adapted with all 
the skill of the artist to accomplish that ob- 
ject By observing the forms of man’s works, we can tell, 
as in the works of nature, what they are made for, whethetr 
the thing formed belongs to mechanics, or to morals ; the 
ship for the sea, and the carriage for the dry land ; the 
form of government called a despotism, to secure the rights 
of a single individual ; a limited monarchy, to secure the 
rights of a single family, and the privileges of the nobility ; 
a republic to secure the equal rights of every citizen. 
These different governments have different forms suited 
by man’s wisdom to accomplish their several ends ; and by 
observing the form, we can tell the object of any particu- 
lar government with as much certainty, as of a ship, that it 
was made to float on the waters. 

Is there any .mistake, gentle reader ? We are persuaded 
there is none. And, when man forms a Bible Society, or 
Me'swiet^w-a a School Union, or even a Masonic 

MwoiUc^cie- Society, he adapts its form to the object he 
would accomplish by it ; and by studying its 
form , we shall arrive at its object, as certainly as we can 
tell by examining an animal, whether it be a bird, or a 
beast, or a fish. Yes, we shall arrive to a certainty at its 
temper and disposition ; for, though it should prove of an 
amphibious character, yet, if it be gentle in its disposition, 
it will be unarmed, like a frog ; but if it have the talons of 
a fish-hawk, it is of a ferocious temper. 
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“ Are you then about to dissect Free Ma- 2^J3gX«m° f 
sonry ?” Not at present ; we have no need. 

We will examine its figure and colour : these are on the 
outside. If it have a mouth, we will turn down its lip 
enough to examine the teeth ; we shall notice its eyes. 

Now we think we hear the voice of a mon- 
ster, in thunder deep muttering through ten 
thousand caverns, his familiar abode ; we think we can 
see him lashing the air, and the ground, and his own sides, 
while he awakens his spirit, sharpens his energies, and 
musters his strength to the battle. The light of heaven 
poured into his den, offends him ; he stirs up his wrath ; 
he raises a cloud of dust and smoke to cover him from his 
enemies, while he repairs his broken walls. The archers 
hit him ; their arrows sink into his flesh ; the spears of the 
foemen drink his blood. He shakes his mane ; he feels his 
strength ; his sinews are the learning, and talent, and en- 
terprise of Christendom ; he scorns the attack of his foes ; 
he turns not upon their wounds ; he says — “ I shall soon 
be well.” Yea, at the very place of his deep wounding, 
he lifts up himself, in the pride and stoutness of his heart, 
and exclaims : “ the bricks are fallen down, but we wiH 
build with hewn stones ; the sycamores are cut down, but 
we will change them into cedars.” 

Fear him not, disciple of the Lord ! T* 16 » 

_ , . ^ 1 , „ our strength. 

For he is false, and cannot abide the day of 
trial. A servant of the Lord has taken a lion by the beard 
and slain him ; a prophet of the Lord has smitten a troop 
with blindness, and led them captive into the hands of 
their enemies ; and 44 the Lord caused the host of Syrians 
to hear a noise of chariots and a noise of horses, even the 
noise of a great company,” and the host of Syria arose 
from the famished Samaria, and fled for their lives. This 
God is our God, whom shall we fear besides ? 

The figure of Free Masonry. — Free Masonry 

Masonry is very lean, and very long. Its lean body,’ and 
body, as set forth by the Sovereign Grand In- ti<m? ous mo " 
spectors General of Free Masonry in the New World, 
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A.D. 1816, is forty-three degrees in length ! These are, as 
it were, so many continuous joints, or vertebrae , in the 
same body. About the head, and where the breast should 
be, it is leaner than the kine which were an emblem of 
famine to Pharaoh. And to one who watches its actions 
in the history of a few years, it will show, that its motions 
are tortuous : thus taking in its form and motions, charac- 
teristics of the serpent, which must alarm the inquirer. 
Moreover, it lies concealed amidst our countrymen, like a 
snake in the grass ; those who tread close upon it, are not 
aware of its presence ; and those who are wounded by it # 
cannot always tell in what way they were maimed. 

Its colour. — Its colour is taken from the hue of the 
beholder’s fancy. “ The mind is our eye ; and all the 
faculties of the mind see every thing according to the 
state the mind is in.” If the mind incline to be heav- 
enly, Free Masonry puts on a heavenly blue ; if it incline 
to sociability, Free Masonry puts on a stripe of another hue ; 
if it be to selfishness, Free Masonry appears in alf the co- 
lours of the rainbow : but it must be observed, that all 
these colours are put on a dark ground. The true colour 
of the body is the colour of night. 

The Bible, j TS eyes. — Free Masonry has, according 

Dividers. to all its manuals, and to its books of 

constitutions, three great lights, besides three lesser. It 
is no perversion of the meaning of the Books of Constitu- 
tions, to call the Great Lights of Free Masonry the eyes of 
its body. These are the Holy Bible, square, and com- 
passes. 

Now, what a monster must that be, in which a pair of 
dividers, aida mechanic’s square, are put for lights, equal- 
ly with divine revelation ! So they lie in the lodgeroom, 
the Bible open, and the square and compasses crossed on 
its face ; so are they carried by some grey headed man in 
the masonic processions; the three great Lights of Free 
Masonry, the Bible, the square, and the compasses ! This 
is monstrous. Better have had but one eye, and that the 
Bible ; or, if it must have three, and the square and com- 
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passes be two, the other might have been a trowel, without 
offence. 

But the framers of Free Masonry did not 
intend it should see dearly, as with the Bible 
for its only eye ; nor yet be stone blind, as it would be 
with a trowel, square, and compasses for its eyes ; they • 
formed it as it is, darksighted, as if to see in the moonlight, 
when it is well known chiefly to bestir its secret body. 

The creature has a mouth, and on his double M “°bp r 

tongue, thrust out, this prayer : “ Vouchsafe- ton^einpnty- 
thine aid, Almighty Father of the Universe er ’ 
to this our present convocation ; and grant that this can- 
didate for Masonry may dedicate and devote his life to 
thy service, and become a true and faithful brother among 
us. Endue him with a competency of thy divine wisdom, 
that, by the secrets of our art, he may be the better ena- 
bled to display the beauty of holiness, to the honour of thy 
holy name. So mote it be. Amen.” 

Brethren, do not be offended, that we call The secret re- 
Free Masonry double tongued. This prayer 
is thrust out to view in Cross’s Chart, Sec. 1. ; Hardies Mo- 
nitor, 3d edition, p. 218 ; Book of Constitutions, p. 140 ; 
Preston, Richard’s Edition, p. 50; Dermott’s Ahiman 
Rezon, p. 45 ; Free Mason’s Library, p. 129 ; Free Ma- 
son’s Monitor, p. 37, Part 1. Chapter 8, &c. &c. as used 
at the initiation of a candidate. Now, brethren, you 
know, that the secrets of Free Masonry are so near to 
mummery, that it is presumptuous to ask of God to enable 
us by them the better to display the beauty of holiness . 
And, although the candidate may, through ignorance, of- 
fer this prayer sincerely, it is inconceivable to us that those 
were sincere, who framed the prayer. The formers of the 
body of Free Masonry formed it double tongued ; of this, 
most abundant confirmation will be founfr in the sequel. 

This brings us to the grand object of the institution, viz. 

To Deceive. For this it was formed, a box within a box, 
forty-three in number, and all empty ; to this it is practised, 
deluding men with the belief, that it is most ancient and 
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honourable, sacred and valuable, learned and mystic&L 
For this it prays; for this it reads the Holy Scriptures ; for 
this it gives public funerals. For this it trifles with the ark 
of the covenant and its holy utensils; with the conse- 
crated garments of the Levitical priesthood ; and with the 
reputation of Moses, ancTSoloKnon, and St John. For this 
it claims a divine origin ; presents itself on the same im- 
mutable foundation with divine revelation ; and offers to 
guide to eternal happiness. For this it imitates the cele- 
bration of the Christian sacraments ; impiously dedicates 
masonic priests to Jehovah, after the order of Melchise- 
deck ; and professes to have and to teach the only true 
pronunciation of the name of the Almighty. For this it 
pretends to teach all the arts and sciences, besides go- 
vernment, religion, and the art of wonder working and 
foresaying things to come ; for this it pretends to demon- 
strate moral truth by geometrical problems ; and to give 
an accurate elucidation of science, both in theory and 
practice. 

Its eyes are formed to deceive ; its tongue is formed and 
used to deceive ; and its teeth are made to hold fast in their 
fangs the rebellious spirit, that dare murmur on account of 
the deception. 

its first fang. 44 Has it teeth ? Ay, if those be teeth with 
which it holds its prey. Look at the fang of the first “ To 
all which I do most solemnly and sincerely promise 
and swear, without the least equivocation, mental reserva* 
tion, or self evasion of mind in me whatever ; binding my* 
self under no less penalty, than to have my throat cut 
across, my tongue torn out by the roots, and my body 
buried in the rough sands of the* sea, at low water mark, 
where the tide ebbs and flows twice in twenty-four hours ; 
so help me God, and keep me steadfast in the due perform- 
ance of the same ** 1 

The temper What sort of a disposition this indicates, 
this indicates. ever y e hild can determine. That it is far 

from the harmlessness of the dove, and from the gentle- 
ness of the lamb, is quite evident. The teeth of a tiger 
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are not more fitted to destroy. And the second k like it. 

44 Binding myself under no less penalty, The second 
than to have my left breast torn open, and fw> * 
my heart and vitals taken out, and thrown over my left 
shoulder, and carried into the valley of Jehoshaphat, there 
to become a prey to the wild beasts of the field, and vul- 
tures of the air, if ever 1 should prove wilfully guilty of 
violating any part of this my solemn oath, or obligation of 
a F ellow Craft Mason ; so help me God, and keep me 
steadfast in the due performance of the same.” Horrid ! 

And the third. — “Furthermore I do pro- The third fang, 
mise and swear, that, if any part of this my solemn oath 
or obligation be omitted at this time, I will hold my- 
self amenable thereto, whenever informed. To all which 
I do most solemnly and sincerely promise and swear ; bind- 
ing myself under no less penalty, than to have my body 
severed in two in the midst, and divided to the north and 
south, my bowels burnt to ashes in the centre, and the 
ashes scattered before the four winds of heaven, that there 
might not the least track, or trace of remembrance re- 
main among men, or Masons, of so vile and perjured a 
wretch, as 1 should be, were I ever to prove wilfully guilty 
of violating any part of this my solemn oath or obligation 
of a Master Mason ; so help me God, and keep me stead- * 
fast in the due performance of the same.” 

“ If any part of this my solemn oath be omitted at this 
rime, I will hold myself amenable thereto whenever in- 
formed !” This is a wholesale mode of taking an oath, 
known only to Free Masonry. 

M We give it up ;” say masons. w The Querficm ‘ on 
parti-colour, long and tortuous form of body, 
the fangs, and tongue, and eyes of Free Masonry forbid 
us to believe, that the institution is in any sense a benevo- 
lent society, or even the handmaid of religion ; much less 
a proper substitute for religion. But what sort of religion 
have you, thus to expose a part of the mysteries of ancient 
Free Masonry, contrary to your solemn oath ?” A fearful 
question, to which we solemnly reply. 

4 

\ *■ 
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Oar answer. We justify ourselves in three several posi- 
tions, either of them sufficient alone for our defence ; and 
altogether rendering our defence impregnable. 

In the first position, brethren, we say, and 
are prepared in due time to prove, that An- 
cient Free Masonry , to which we have sworn 
fearful secresy, had never an existence. The 
word Free Masonry, and the thing signified by that word, 
is not ancient, but modern ; is not 3000 years old, nor 
300, nor the half of 300. We took the oath with assu- 
rances, and with the belief, too, that Ancient Free Masonry 
meant an institution organized by Zerubbabel, and patroni- 
zed by St John, and by the Apostles of our Lord. As 
such we have sworn to it allegiance ; and if ever we meet 
with such an institution, or any fraction of it, whether on 
the plains of the Scioto, or of the Gennessee, whether on 
the Green, or the Alleghany Mountains, we will hail 
its signs, and conceal its mysteries, so far as they 
may be intrusted to us, with the most praiseworthy 
fidelity. 


Our first de- 
fence : ancient 
Free Masonry 
is an impostor 
of recent ori- 
gin. 


N. B. Our 
oath shall not 
sustain a false- 
hood. 


But a certain institution pretending to come 
from under the hand of Solomon in the land 
of Judea, we now know to have come from 


worthless names in the Island of Great Britain ; not 3000 


years ago, but in the last century. Its secrets and signs 
we do not feel bound to hail, even in a lodge room. And 
the oath which we honestly took in favour of king Solo- 
mon’s institution, shall not, with our consent, be converted 
into an obligation of fidelity to any lie. 

Is it not provoking beyond sufferance, that 
we should be ensnared in early life, to take a 
secret oath of fidelity to an institution patro- 
nized by the holy St. John, which proves to 
be not 150 years old ? And, when we would open our lips 
to expose the imposture, that we should be checked with 
the remembrance of our oath ? As if, when deceived to 
swear fidelity to an impostor, we Were bound for our oath’s 
sake for ever to maintain that impostor, or at least, to take 


We will not 
be insultedwith 
fraud, and held 
under silence 
by an oath to 
the deceiver. 
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no important step to exhibit his true character to the 
public. 

Free Masonry comes to us sustained by the best names 
of the age, and setting forth with great authority, that it 
was the chosen friend of Enoch, and Noah, and Moses ; 
that it received an improved form from the hands of the 
wisest man, and additional glory from Joshua, Zerubbabel, 
and Haggai. It offers to those who will pay it fealty, a 
rare and rich reward. In the simplicity of youth, we have 
yielded our necks to its yoke, and sworn to it allegiance ; 
but, in riper years, we find these chains to be barefaced 
falsehood. 

Now, shall the institution, which has thus insulted us 
with falsehood, still hold us to our solemn obligation to 
keep it a secret ? Shall it impose on us most egregiously, 
and, when we would expose the imposition, thunder in our 
ears ; “You have sworn to keep all my mysteries an entire 
secret ?” and, thus, compel us to give the countenance of 
our name, and the influence of our example and character, 
to sustain the deceiver, and to perpetuate the falsehood ? 
No ; Free Masonry shall not hold our name, by any obliga- 
tion, responsible for its contempt of truth. 

Indeed, Free Masonry, a fire is kindled in the wall of Da- 
mascus that will consume the palaces of Benhadad. 

What are the walls of Free Masonry but Our oath to 

i i /» a i i ... , n Free Masonry, 

her oaths f And these are like an oath of a like an oath to 
faithful subject to one whom he had reason to Sn g . imp0itor 
suppose, and did suppose, was his rightful sovereign ; but 
who, in the event, proved to be a barefaced impostor ; 
which oath is not binding at all. And should such an im- 
postor use Free Masonry’s argument, and say, “ your oath 
was to me ; you took it voluntarily, and you are bound for 
ever to be faithful to my interests and commands.” WHat 
think you his sworn subjects would reply ? They would 
hang him between heaven and earth, as unworthy of either. 

This, then, is our first position : that an oath to be faith- 
ful to Ancient Free Masonry is precisely like the oath of a 
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subject to an impostor prince, and is binding neither in the 
sight of God nor man. 

“ Whose tongue soe’er speaks false, 

Not truly speaks ; who speaks not truly, lies.” 

oath.° of - Persuaded by the great names of the good 
Masonry hare men belonging to the institution, that Free 
ecome Masonry was the truth and no lie ; that it had 

a rightful claim to our attention as the handy work of the 
wise Solomon ; that it deserved our reverence, as the glory 
of the first temple, and the joy of Christian martyrs, and 
saints ; we swore allegiance to it, as to a rightful sovereign ; 
we submitted to its teachings, as to the teachings of men 
who had been employed by divine inspiration in penning 
the holy oracles of truth. But now assured that a more 
gross imposition was never practised on a Christian people, 
we scorn Free Masonry and its oaths ; and, in the name of 
the just One, we burst them asunder, as Sampson burst the 
green withs and hempen cords of the treacherous Delilah, 
defence * A^y C> ur secon< ^ position is like the first, viz. 
promise ob- that an oath like a promise, obtained by false 
pretence, is pretences, is void from the beginning. Free 
roidyiptofaeto. Masonry pretends to the sanctity of the Pa- 
triarchs and Prophets and Apostles ; it pretends to confer a 
most illustrious and important secret, able to make wise ; 
it pretends to be founded on divine revelation, and to en- 
noble its faithful adepts with titles of Sir Knight, Thrice 
Illustrious, and most Worshipful ; and to decorate its fol- 
lowers with trappings, like a steed accoutred for a military 
review. It pretends to much more, and in return for its 
honours, and its benefits, Free Masonsy asks twenty dollars, 
and some oaths. The money is irrecoverable, and may 
well enough be the forfeit of our folly. But oaths obtained 
on pretences entirely false, which oaths serve only to ena- 
ble the impostor to practise his frauds upon other men, and 
other generations, are not registered in heaven’s high 
chancery, are not obligatory upon the servant of the Most 
High. 
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It has been . a Question with moralists, M *“ «• ■<*} 
whether oaths, or promises, extorted by vio- to foMQ a pro- 
lence, or fear, are binding ; but we are not b^fr a Jid 0Cured 
aware, that any writer has maintained, that men are mo- 
rally obliged to perform an oath, or a promise procured by 
fraud. Men are sometimes compelled to perform such pro- 
mises ; but it is invariably done with conviction of legal 
necessity prevailing against moral right. 

Suppose a spirited gentleman in gorgeous 
attire, goes about proclaiming, that for a li- con j sight 
beral fee he will confer the gift of second sight. One pays, 
and another and another. The public eagerly inquire t 
“ How does he do it ? 

“ That is a secret he made us solemnly swear not to 
tell.” 

Jn the ardour of youth, we would learn Mode of eon- 
something, if not have second sight ; and ferring lU 
.apply to the gentleman with our fee advanced. He blinds 
us most satisfactorily, solemnly prays and administers 
the oath, of absolute and profound secresy, by the 
great God who will not hold him guiltless that taketh his 
name in vain ; then coolly removes the bandage from our 
eyes, and congratulates us upon the receipt of second sight! 
Now, is that oath binding upon the deceived youth ? Shall 
he patiently submit to this insult upon his understanding, 
lest he break his oath ? Shall he see the same trick play- 
ing, and to be played, upon hundreds of others, and upon 
generations to come, and be restrained from warning them 
by a regard to his oath ? 

We say no. The fine gentleman had no right to de- 
mand the oath. The error was in submitting to take it, 
profaning the name of the Holy One to covet an impos- 
ture ; and no sooner do we become certain, that the oath 
is used to cover deceit, than it becomes our duty to re- 
gard the glory of God in the breach, and not in the ob- 
servance of that oath. 

Now this is our second position, That Free The young 
Masonry is the splendid gentleman, who se- bought**) 
cures his fee beforehand, and administers his Ii « ht - 
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oath to the hoodwinked candidate ; and then, confers the 
promised gift by removing the hood from his eyes ! The 
novice is taught to enter the Lodge in pursuit of light 
Behold how it is conferred upon him. Kneeling hood- 
winked before the altar immediately following the ad- 
ministration of the oath, the Master of the Lodge asks 
him : 

Mas . 44 Brother, wjiat do you most desire ?” 

Novice. 44 Light.” (By help of a prompter.) 

Mas. 44 Brethren, stretch forth your hands, and assist in 
bringing this new made brother from darkness to light.” 
( Members form a circle around the novice with their hands 
and right foot raised.) 

Mas. 44 And God said : let there be light, and there was 
light” At the same instant every brother claps his hands % 
and stamps his foot , and the bandage is slipped from the 
novice's eyes ; this brings him to light. 

Thus the sacred scripture is abused, to hallow the bare- 
faced deceit of Free Masonry. 

The glory of God is advanced, not by the observance but 
by the breach of the oath, which covers this deceit ; and the 
sin of profanity lies in taking God’s name to sanction the 
deed of imposture : and it cannot lie in the exposure of 
that imposture. 

44 O, let thy vow 

44 First made to heaven, first be to heaven performed ; 

44 That is. to be the champion of the church ! 

44 What since thou sworest, is sworn against thyself, 

44 And may not be performed by thyself. — 

44 It is religion that doth make vows kept, 

44 But thou hast sworn against religion ; 

‘‘[Therefore, thy latter vows, against thy first, 

44 Is ip thyself, rebellion to thyself*” 

King John, Act 2d. 

This oath is We confess we have been the dupes of this 
Swiolfits^ imposture, to take the yoke of its obligations. 
v°ur. U p 0n our necks ; the good Lord help us to 

break that yoke , 44 like an earthen pitcher, that is broken in 
pieces ; so that there shall not be found in the bursting of 
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it, a sherd to take fire from the hearth, or to take water 
out of the pool to rend it so that no man may be able to 
gather up the fragments, or to cement the broken pieces. 

Our third position is diverse from the two 
former, and yet equally sufficient for our de- 
fence in making all necessary use of the oaths 
and mysteries of Free Masonry, to enable the 
candid reader to acquire a just estimate of the worth and 
character of that institution. The oath is prefaced with 
words to this effect : “ The obligation you are about to 
take is not to interfere with your duty to God, or to your 
country.” 

Now, we say it not lightly, but with a solemn view to the 
day when the secrets of all hearts shall be revealed, that 
any construction of our masonic obligations, which pre- 
vents us from using publicly the mysteries of Free Masonry, 
so far as is necessary to show the false and depraved nature 
of the institution, and its injurious tendency to infidelity and 
crime, does interfere with our duty both to God and our 
country; and, therefore, in animum jusjurandum imponen- 
tis, by the express understanding of him who administered 
jfie oath , we were made free in the night of our initiation, 
from any such construction of its words, as might ever in- 
terfere with our civil or religious duties. 

Our duty to promote the glory of God, and the welfare 
of our country, bids us declare, that Free Masonry is an im- 
postor ; a fraud upon its members, and upon the commu- 
nity ; and, if in the further discharge of this duty, we bring 
any part of the mysteries of the institution to support our 
declaration, we are not prevented by our oath ; for thatis 
never to interfere with the sacred discharge of our civil and 
religious duty. 

These, brethren, are our thtee positions. The' reasoning 

m faultless; the 

either of which is alone sufficient to justify path of duty 
our public use of such "parts of the mysteries plain ' 
of Free Masonry as are necessary to expose the dangerous 
nature of the institution, and which positions altogether are 
impregnable. We see no fault in the reasoning, no myste- 


Our third po- 
sition : the 
oath never to 
interfere with 
our civil or re- 
ligious duties. 
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r y, or sophistry, or chkanety, in the argument by which 
either of our positions is maintained • and either of them 
alone being sound, no brother taring our matured views of 
the history and character of Free Masonry, is under the 
least obligation to the impostor, or to withhold one jot of 
the fraud from the abused public* 

For the facts on which our positions rest, viz* that free 
Masonry i9 not 1 50 years old ; and that the authorised pub- 
lications of the institution are highly charged with misrep- 
resentation and falsehood, we hold ourselves responsible, 
until *the proof can be presented in the current of ttiis 
work. * 


tothe^ton ^ m this renunciation of Free Masonry 
intended. there seem any implication of the honour of 
the Fraternity, it is not intended. They are imposed upon, 
or we are. They verily believe Free Masonry to be ve- 
nerable for its antiquity, &c. &c. But when they become 
satisfied, that we have all been made the dupes of a shame- 
less imposture* they, too, will feel resentment and indigna-. 
tion for this abuse. We think they, too, will forsake, or 
renounce it with contempt, and with thankfulness that they 
are at length made free from its ruthless obligations, and 
from its impious oaths. 

In this vindication of our freedom from the 
oaths of Free Masonry, we appeal neither to 
Paley nor Burlemaque, to Vattel nor Puffen- 
dorf, but to the conscience of Christians, who 
fear God; to the hearts of freemen, who 
love their country ; and to the common sense 
of men, who have understanding. We might 
lose the reader's attention in an argument drawn from the 
books of civilians and moralists, books he may never have 
read. We prefer to draw "our argument from the common 
sense of mankind, that we may carry with us the convic- 
tions of every heart, and stand in 4he conscience cf every 
just man, disenthralled from our obligations to Free Mason- 
ry, as we are from that obligation to an impostor, which 
would interfere with bringing him to a righteous condemna- 


Our appeal is 
now to com- 
mon seme : In 
renewing tne 
•object, we will 
quote the opi- 
nions of learn- 
ed moralists, in 
full confirma- 
tion of our 
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tion ; from that oath to a swindler, which would prevent 
our warning the public against his practices ; from that 
penalty to a traitor conspiring against the liberties of our 
citizens, which would frighten us from sounding alarm, 
and from proclaiming the danger to our countrymen. 
u Is this Free Masonry ! It cannot be.” 

We say, this is our vindication for the use of some things 
with which we make free, and our reply upon the adversa- 
ry, who will attempt in his defence to plead what any im- 
postor would plead under like circumstances, viz. u these 
men are solemnly sworn to me; they despise their oath ; 
their word is not to be taken.” 

And, now, the judgment of wise men confirming our 
own, and unanimously assenting to the soundness of the 
argument, and to the righteousness of our conclusions, we 
are ready to treat the oaths of Free Masonry, as a man has 
a right, both by human and divine law, to treat the mar* 
riage oath in case of adultery. No man would hesitate in- 
stantly to repudiate a wife, whose life was stained with 
transgressions against purity. Because he took solemn 
vows of fidelity to her before the throne of God, believing 
her to be pure and chaste, is be held to his marriage vow, 
after he knows*that she is an adultress ? It is not possible. 
Free Masonry we wedded as the truth of God ; we repudiate 
it as the falsehood of the devil. 

“ Thou mayest hold a serpent by the tongue, 

A caged lion by the mortal paw, 

A fasting tiger safer by the tooth. 

Than keep in peace the hand which thou dost hold / 9 


We were taught to believe Free Masonry has virgin pu- 
rity ; but we find it is corrupt : we were taught to believe 
that it was founded and patronized at least three thousand 
years ago, by men acknowledged to be of God in the Holy 
Scriptures; but we find it was founded in the era of the 
South Sea Company, by men whose names are no warrant 
for truth or righteousness: we were taught to believe that 
Free Masonry is the handmaid of religion ; but we find that 
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it is very far from aiding the doctrines of the cross of 
Christ ; and, in an extensive and thorough, a protracted and 
patient examination of the subject, we have found Free 
Masonry, by its own showing, carefully collated from its 
approved writers, and books of constitutions, to be the 
synagogue of Satan. 

We have sworn to it in the belief which was taught us; 
we abjure it in the convictions which careful investigation 
has produced. We gave it the pledge of our right hand, 
believing it to be a blessing from the Lord, fraught with 
heavenly mercies ; we withdraw that pledge, upon finding 
Free Masonry to be the work of the father of lies, fraught 
with hidden mischief. We received it as sanctioned by 
the best of names, both ancient and modern, patriarchs and 
prophets, statesmen and divines ; we renounce it as the an- 
gel of light, so cunningly attired that he deceives even the 
elect. 

As our forefathers broke the yoke of foreign bondage, so 
we break the yoke of internal tyranny ; as they performed 
their duty to God, to their posterity, and to their country, 
by renouncing their allegiance to George 111. and to the 
British constitution ; so we, in the fear of God, in the ser- 
vice of our country, and posterity, and with a view to a day 
of final retribution, renounce and make void our allegiance 
to Free Masonry. 
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In our character of a Review, we shall attempt to choke 
Free Masonry with its acknowledged absurdities; to cut 
up the follies of its standard writers, and the extravagance 
of its authorised pretensions ; and to show, that the reputed 
pillars which support the ideal temple of Free Masonry, 
viz, “ Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty,” are, in truth, no 
firmer than the Masonic Apprentice’s “ Chalk, Charcoal, 
and Clay.” 

In our character of a Magazine, we shall give a true and 
faithful history of the origin of Free Masonry; its first or- 
ganization ; its diffusion over the earth ; its gradual enlarge- 
ment from three degrees to forty, to fifty, and, by the last 
i accounts from Europe, to ninety degrees : and we shall 
make an authentic record of the events which have led, 
and are leading this community, both to investigate and to 
extirpate Free Masonry. 

In coming openly to attack an institution supposed to be 
venerable for its antiquity, fearful for its mysteries, and truly 
honourable for the names which sometimes fill its highest 
offices, we are induced by a love of country, and love of 
truth, superior to all political, or personal partialities; by 
a sense of duty, which takes no account of earthly conside- 
rations of fear or hope ; and by a solemn regard to that ac- 
countability, which every man owes to God in the judgment 
day. 

This world is not our home ; but while tenants of an 
earthly tabernacle, we have sacred duties to perform ; for 
the right discharge of which duties, each individual is re- 
sponsible to God, and to his own conscience. However 
we may be left to err respecting what is duty, “ if we la- 
bour with our might in uprightness of intention, God will 
bless with his favour the integrity of our will.” 

In obedience to our convictions of duty, we publicly in- 
quire into the foundation and character of Free Masonry. 
We have repeatedly sought to do it before the Society in 
private, but every offer, except by a few individuals, has 
been constantly refused. And, now, though the institution 
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swell* and rave, and threaten ; though it brave us as eter- 
nal , u which has existed from creation, and will exist to 
the end of time ;” though it defy us as invincible , u which 
the crowned heads of Europe, the Holy Alliance, have in 
vain attempted to overthrow ;” though it lift up itself in 
its assumed divinity, and rail on us for sacrilege ; our 
stripling sheet comes forth to meet it fearlessly, to arraign 
it publicly, and, if the God of truth be with us, to assault it 
vitally. 

We know that it substitutes itself in the place of all reli- 
gion; that it imitates the most solemn rites of our worship; 
and that it studiously rejects the name of the Lord Jesus 
from its religious services, sanctioned in the Books of Con- 
stitutions; while it persuades men, that it is the benevolent 
handmaid of Christianity, sustains itself upon the names 
of Doctors of Divinity! and commends itself through the 
influence of the teachers and professors of the Gospel ! 

Such a system we shall not handle delicately. Its mem- 
bers we owe only love ; at them we aim no shafts, no 
wounds, no sorrows. We seek their deliverance from an 
impostor; not one of them need be hurt, except he throw 
himself before Free Masonry. 

And while Free Masonry arms itself with the names of 
the good and great of all ages, as with a coat of mail, and 
wields an influence for a spear in its defence, equal to a 
weaver’s beam ; we meet it with public opinion for our 
shepherd’s sling, and for a smooth stone, with truth. We 
hear the defiance in distinct tones : “ Come to me, and I 
will give your reputation into the hands of your enemies, 
and your character to reproach ; 1 will smite your fair 
fame with the power of my influence, and make your name 
a taunt and a bye word and a proverb in the earth:” (and 
we have seen mightier men completely overwhelmed with 
the multitude of her slanders.) But, Free Masonry, though 
thy arm be iron, and thy brow brass; though thou sharpen- 
est thy tongue like a serpent, and hast power to cast out of 
thy mouth scandal in floods, to sweep away thy enemies ; 
in the name of the Lord of hosts, u whom, from our fore- 
fathers, we serve with a pure conscience,” we defy thee, — 
we come against thee ; and let thy fate teach mankind 
anew, that pride and falsehood, however fortified by time, 
and strengthened by names of dignity and worth, cannot 
withstand the humble and well directed assault of immacu- 
late Truth. 
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44 1, therefore, apprehend and do attach thee 
44 For an abuser of the world, «* practiser 
44 Of arts inhibited and out of warrant.” 

Othello. 

From the day our first parents fell in paradise, man has 
been the slave of the deceiver. The hfetory of the first act 
of human folly, is the history of all : by falsehood, Adam was 
persuaded to transgress ; and some false hope to become 44 as 
Gods,” still leads his children to acts which offend their 
Maker. 

The adversary did not content himself with the banishment 
of our first parents from Eden ; nor did his active enmity 
cease at the death of Adam. He continues to be the foe 
of God and man ; he still makes falsehood current, by con- 
necting it with truth ; 44 ye shall not surely die; for God doth 
know in the day ye eat thereof your eyes shall he opened 
and he assumes any shape, even that of an angel from 
heaven, as readily appearing now to accomplish his purposes, 
in the form of a moral and religious society, as at the begin- 
ning, in the form of an animal walking upright, and speaking 
tike a man. 
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imM© ^ men m “* P 111 * 11 ^ °f happiness. Each 

delation. one constantly sets before him some apparent 
good, as the motive of his words and actions ; but multitudes 
are deluded with the appearance of good, when the reality is 
for from them. No conceivable scheme of delusion can sur- 
pass that which obstinately conceals every art, part, and 
point of its peculiarities ; which works chiefly by night ; 
which instructs by emblems capable of various and oppo- 
site explanations ; which, in honour, confers upon the Ma- 
jesty of heaven its own profane titles ; which elevates the 
Bible with the Book of Constitutions in solemn procession, 
and levels the holy oracles with a carpenter’s square and di- 
viders in the Lodge-room ; and which rests the highest claims 
to antiquity, to royal grandeur, and to inspired patronage, 
upon the single ground of faithless tradition. 

of *? 1 friwd^ixe ^ 13 P a * n ^’ ** lt regards the holy men who 
faithful. belong to the Institution of Free Masonry, to 

present the system in this view. But truth cannot turn aside ; 
the truth of the Lord does not shield the errors of his saints. 
Jacob’s treachery, David’s aggravated murder, and Peter’s 
denial with cursing and an oath, are on faithful record. Holy 
men love the truth which speaks for God, though it speaks 
against them. Thdy can endure shame and mortification for 
the Redeemer’s sake ; and they will take up the cross, which re- 
quires them to renounce the secret arts and mysteries of Free 
Masonry, when they find the Institution deeply hostile to the 
Gospel. 

wmrenoun ” 611 This Number wiH P resen * indisputable proofs 
w renounce. ^ ^e delusion of F ree Masonry, and will exhibit 

astounding facts to every reader ; facts which the supporters of 
Free Masonry will not know how to believe, and which they 
cannot deny ; facts which will haunt the holy men in the 
Lodges to whose ears they may come, until they are compelled 
by a sense of duty to our heavenly Master, openly to come forth 
from the Mystery of Darkness, as they have secretly entered 
it ; facts which will constrain them both to labour and pray, 
that their names may do more to destroy the network and lily- 
work of Free Masonry, than they have ever done tp strength- 
eait. 
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AN IMPOSTOR. 

The man who under false pretences robs another of hip 
money and his time, is a swindler. If known to be in the 
daily habit of practising upon the credulous, it is the bounden 
duty of those who have proved and do know him, to publish 
to the world his hypocritical character. Should the impostor, 
by a strange oath, bind his dupes to keep every thing secret, 
and teach them so to understand the oath, that they could 
with safety give no account of the true nature of his practices, 
this would not make it less the duty of his victims to expose 
and bring him to justice ; but would render it more their du- 
ty, as it proves him to be an impostor of the most extraordi- 
nary and desperate character. 

We have already assigned as our first reason for abjuring 
Free Masonry, that it is in person an impostor ; and, for our 
second reason, that in action it freely uses false pretences to 
win of men their admiration, their money, and their time ; and 
that it covers the whole matter with barbarous obligations of 
secrecy. 

In proceeding to establish these positions by Welook to the 
. . ® * t ? Books of Con - 

showing some ot the pretences which Jbree stitution* 

Masonry uses to rob her victims of their treasures, it will be 
proper to distinguish the loose pretences afloat in the com- 
munity, from the pretences commonly received among Ma- 
sons, and to fix our attention upon a third class, viz. those 
which the Institution sets forth in her authorized works, her 
standard writers, and her Book of Constitutions. . 

Here let it be remarked, that in speaking the . Free Masonry 
truth of Free Masonry, we fall not into ^the tl^bretoeowe 
condemnation of those who are presumptuous , honourable. 
self-willed, and bold to speak evil of dignities. Free Mason- 
ry has no dignity, except it belong to her members : them we 
respect They are our countrymen, our kinsmen, our friends, 
deceived with the mystery of Free Masonry, but willing to be 
disabused, we humbly trust, even by an adversary, much more 
by a Christian brother and friend. They are journeying with 
u $ through time, they are bound with us to the same judgment 
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seat, they have hope with us in the same salvation ; they are 
our fellow labourers in the gospel, our religious pastors, and 
spiritual guides. Surely these relations to each other afford 
tokens and motives and obligations to brotherly love, mightier 
than Free Masonry can furnish; motives and obligations 
which are strengthened by use, and are confirmed by the 
positive renunciation of all substitutes , however specious in 
appearance, or flattering in promises. 

We honour and love the just men, our brethren in the Ma- 
Masonic Fraternity ; but in respect to truth, we declare that 
the system of Free Masonry, graced with their names upon 
its frontlets, is a base counterfeit. As such we nail it to the 
counter ; and instead of being, by the number and respecta- 
bility of their names, deterred from our arduous duty, we owe 
it to their excellent names, and to an abused public, to stamp 
the peculiarities of the order base coin. 

Fro® Mason* That the counterfeit is so well executed, 
receive the al- ^ , , . , , 

Joy for gold. as to deceive good judges, increases the ob- 
ligation to rescue a deluded people from imposition. In 
the discharge of this obligation, we do not lightly speak evil 
of that which We understand not, u sporting ourselves with 
our own deceivings.” We have studied the subject, bringing 
to the investigation all our understanding, our candour, and 
our energies. The convictions produced by this investiga- 
tion, it is our duty frankly to maintain before the world for 
the truth’s sake, and not to wound the sensibility of honour- 
able men, not to contemn the common sense of the wise. We 
are willing to suppose that the members of the Fraternity 
have never attended very closely to the peculiarities of the 
Institution ; or, if they have, that they innocently receive that 
for true and good, which can be proved to be false and bad. 

“ You have taken these tenders for true pay, 

u That are not sterling.” 

Either we, after much study and observation, wholly mis- 
take the character of Free Masonry, or the honest men do, 
who sustain the institution. Conscious of rectitude ourselves, 
we impeach no man’s motives ; but, in the humble perfornl* 
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ance of duty, we inquire : can good, and great, and pious 
men justly permit their names, like beacons, to light the youth 
of our country to the dark chambers of the Lodges ? 

After the perusal of these pages, let the lovers of our Lord 
and of our common country firmly answer. 

We are met in the very threshold of inquiry TJf ne&trak 
, . . . . . . . confide in Free 

by a large class of quiet and intelligent citizens, Masonry. 

who, aiming to be neutral in this controversy, do virtually 
maintain the glorious reign of Free Masonry. They declare 
that M the question proposed involves no important conse- 
quences whatever, and to discuss it, is worse than useless, for 
much angry feeling is excited without the least possible 
benefit.” « 

These are the most subtle supporters of Free Masonry. By 
their policy the falsehood is left, precisely as Satan would 
have it, quietly to do its own work. “ Peace ! peace!” is 
their cry, without taking pains to examine whether there can 
be peace. They actually maintain the sway of Free Mason- 
ry, and protect the system with the shield of forbearance ; 
they take upon themselves the responsibility of putting to 
sleep the investigation already commenced ; and they are 
quite satisfied of the harmless tendency of the institution, 
which is the very point in dispute. 

But the supporters of the Fraternity who mis- Free Masonry 
take the tinsel for gold, do not think the con- ant^the Fra- 
troversy unimportant. Mark the rise of temper, ternit y- 
the refusal to hearken, the disposition rashly to condemn, which 
is discovered even by upright men of the Fraternity, When 
they find an attempt is making by brethren to bring to naught 
the pretensions of Free Masonry ; and the importance of 
the controversy, in their judgment, is too plainly declared. 
Truly, it is no light question, whether the moral and religious 
tendency of a society, spread over the civilized world, be 
good or bad. It is not unworthy of any American, what- 
ever his station, to inquire into the history and the nature of 
a secret association, which numbers at least 2000 Lodges 
and 500 higher Fraternities, and which gathers within its 
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mysterious halls from eighty to ope hundred thousand active 
men, in this land of free inquiry. Free Masonry has a 
revenue of 100,000 or 150,000 dollars per annum, in these 
States, besides consuming the precious time of many 
industrious citizens. Add to this the very extraordinary 
claims to antiquity, grandeur, and utility, set forth by the in- 
stitution ; and no man in his senses, knowing these things, 
can deny, that important consequences are involved in the 
issue of the dispute now pending before the public, in rela- 
tion to the character of Free Masonry. 

^Tbe system of We allege, that Free Masonry, in person, is 
tiiod by its own an impostor, and in action uses deceit, 
confessions. To make g 00C | our declaration, we show 

the pretences of Free Masonry; and lest the supporters of 
the system attempt to avoid the declaration, by saying : — 
“ We make no such pretences for our ancient Institution 
we shall carefully show that, without their leave, the Institu- 
tion makes them for itself. And that the reader may fully 
appreciate the weight of authority to be attached to the 
quotations we make, showing Free Masonry in its own light, 
we begin by publishing the names of the Masonic works 
here relied upon, with their prefatory sanctions. 

As in a trial by jury, the value of the tes- 
timony offered depends very much upon the 
character and partialities of the witness ; so in this trial of 
Free Masonry, much depends on the character and authen- 
ticity of the works we quote to her confusion. The reader 
is requested to take notice of these three : — 

The Book of Constitutions, published in Massachusetts, 
The Free Mason’s Library, published in Maryland, and 
. The Ahiman Rezon, published in South Carolina. 

They embrace one standard work for three grand divisions 
of the Union — the Eastern, Middle, and Southern, and are 
thus authenticated. 


Free Mason- 
ry’s trumpets. 
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% THE BOOK OP CONSTITUTIONS. 

41 Book of Constitutions of the Ancient and Lod S e 

of Massa ch u- 

Honourable Fraternity of Free and Accepted setts. 
Masons.” 44 To the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts . 

44 Your committee having deliberately examined the Book 
of Constitutions, presented by the Grand Chaplain, agreea- 
bly to your appointment, do approve of the said Book of 
Constitutions in all its parts, and do recommend it for your 
approbation. 

[Five signatures, and among them Doctors of Divinity and 
of Laws.] 

“ Boston, 25th June, 5798.”* [i. e. A. D. 1798.] 



44 To all the Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons, the 
Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, and Grand Wardens 
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, send Greeting : — 

“ Whereas, the Grand Lodge, in ample form assembled, 
on the 17th day of January, 5798, did appoint our Rev. 
Brother * * * Grand Chaplain, to revise and prepare a new 
edition of the Book of Constitutions ; and the committee who 
were empowered for that purpose, have examined, and re 
ported their approbation of the following work. We there- 
fore, authorized by a vote of the Grand Lodge, do, in their 
behalf, direct the same to be used in all the Lodges within 
our jurisdiction, and we recommend it to all other brethren. 

44 Given under our hands, and the seal of the Grand Lodge, 
at Boston, June 25th, 5798.” 

[Signed hy all the Grand Officers.'] 
We decline, in all the sanctions, giving the names pub- 
licly attached to them. They are generally the names of 
honourable men, of whom to publish the truth, in this case, 
would be defamation. 

* Five thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight ! i. e. years since the be- 
ginning of Free Masonry ; which carries back the origin 3000 years before 
Solomon to the day of Creation. 
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THE FREE MASONS’ LIBRARY. 


Grand Lodge “ Sanction of the Grand Lodge of Maryland, 
of Maryland. Whereas, by a resolution of the Grand Lodge 
of Maryland, brothers ****** [five names] were appointed 
a committee to superintend the publication of a new edition 
of the Ahiman Rezon, proposed to be published by Brother 
* * under the title of ‘ The Free Mason's Library,' and to 
give the same the sanction of the Grand Lodge : 

“ Be it known, that said committee, having examined said 
work, do find it in every respect worthy of the sanction of the 
Grand Lodge, and, consequently recommend it to all masons 
as a faithful guide. 


* * 

* * * 
* * 
# * * 
* * * 


^Committee.’ 


In both the above, the terms of recommendation are most 
unqualified, the Book of Constitutions in all its parts , and the 
Free Masons’ Library, in every respect , have the sanctions of 
the Grand Lodges of Maryland and Massachusetts. 


Ahiman Rezon. — “ recommendation and sanction. 

The Gr. Lodge “ At a quarterly communication of the Grand 
Lodge of South Carolina Ancient York Masons, 
held at Bro. Robinson’s, in the city of Charleston, on Saturday 
evening, March *28th, 5807 : Resolved, unanimously, — that Bro- 
ther Dalcho be requested to publish his Ahiman Rezon, under 
our sanction and authority, for the use of the Lodges under 
our jurisdiction : — and they are hereby required to receive and 
adopt the said Ahiman Rezon in all their work, as containing 
the principles and authority, of the Grand Lodge.” — (Signed 
by the “ Grand Secretary.”) 

From these, the reader cannot expect any thing to be stated 
in malice, or asserted with prejudice against the “ ancient and 
honourable Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons;” 
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The pretences which Free Masonry holds out to induce the 
unwary to give her their time and money . 

No criminal was ever brought to trial, who n ^dwitbF?!» 
could not exhibit some form of virtue in his life, Masonry is *s~ 
and present some excuse for the offence com- 8Umed - 
mitted. We do not charge Free Masonry with making only 
false pretences. It is not our business, now, to examine bow 
much truth or goodness there may be connected with the In- 
stitution ; but, truth and goodness admitted, does Free Ma- 
sonry indulge in the most fraudulent persuasives, and fake 
representations, to exalt herself in the eyes of men, and to al- 
lure the* inexperienced and unwary into her lodges ? For an 
answer, we will look not to any individual Free Mason, but 
to the Book of Constitutions, and to the authorized publica- 
tions of the Fraternity. As they answer, so let Free Masonry 
be judged ; and, if found guilty, let it be renounced. 

We put our interrogatories to Free Masonry herself. 
“ What is the origin of your Institution ?” 

F. M. “It is divine. This I have repeatedly Fwe M* 80 *- 
.declared in the following words : 4 which art dLine. 

(the art of finding new arts, i. e. Free Masonry,) the first ma- 
sons received from God.’ See the Book of Constitutions , p. 
19. The Free Mason's Library , p. 10. And that a fact so 
important might be extensively known, I have caused it to be 
published in the same words , in many editions of the renowned 
4 Illustrations of Masonry by Preston , the most Worshipful 
Master of the Lodge of Antiquity, London ; also in Calcotfs 
Disquisitions , p. 90. ; and again in Greenleafs Strict Inquiry , 

p. 88.” 

It may be feared, that Free Masonry, in 
these memorable words, repeated by so many 
authors, has, nevertheless, mistaken her own meaning; 
therefore, we volunteer to furnish further assertions in 
proof of her pretended divinity ; and, that the reader may 
judge for himself of the fulness of the evidence, we give the 
opinion of the following approved writers on Free Masonry, 
each in his own words. 
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A Grand Chaplain, in a work sanctioned by the unanimous 
vote of the Grand Chapter of New- York, and recommended 
by the signature of one of the greatest benefactors of his age, 
and also by the hand of less notable men, twice declares, 
u It is no secret that Masonry is of divine origin Town’s 
Speculative Masonry, pp. 37. 175. 

Again, the Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Ancient Ma- 
sons, England, declares: [Dermott’s Ahiman Rezon, Pref. 
p. 13.] “ Certain it is that Free Masonry is a divine gift from 
God;” and in the same words he is followed by the 44 Ma- 
sonic Minstrel,” p. 337. 

Again, Smith’s 44 Use and Abuse of Free Masonry,” a learn- 
ed octavo, p. 27, says : 

44 This supreme and divine knowledge (Free Masonry) be- 
ing derived from the Almighty Creator to Adam, its princi- 
ples ever since have been, and still are, most sacredly pre- 
served and inviolably concealed.” / 

So one of the pretences trumpeted by Free Masonry to per- 
suade men to give her their time and money, is, that she came 
down from Heaven, that she is of divine origin ! Whether 
this pretence be true or false, we stop not to consider ; but 
only warn the reader, that if this does not prove Free Mason- 
ly to bo an impostor, proof fails. 

Hail, mighty art ! hail, gracious gift of Heaven l 
“ To aid mankind by otir Creator given !” 

Hardie's Mon. 2d Ed. p. 70. 

This claim to divinity is not imputed by the Anti-Masonic 
excitement, is not enforced by the sanction of hostile conven- 
tions, and of authorities constituted for the annihilation of the 
institution ; on the contrary, it is set up by the Book of Con- 
stitutions, repeated by many authorized works of Free Mason- 
iy, and sanctioned by her Grand Lodges and Grand Chapters. 

11 How are the things of Esau searched out ! How are hfe 
hidden things sought up !” 

Free Mason- Divine Free Masonry ! When came you from 

tr*B birth day, „ . 

the day of area- Heaven? 

< * on * F. M. 44 In the dawn of creation, when sym- 

metry began, and harmony first displayed her charms.” ^ ee 
Ahiman Retfon, p. % 
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We freely contribute our aid to show, that in this expres- 
sion, also, Free Masonry fairly proclaims her own meaning. 
Her era is manifest from the date of the documents in the 
preceding pages, the sanction of the Grand Lodge of Massa- 
chusetts being dated “ 5798 jive thousand seven hundred 
ninety-eight ; that of the Grand Lodge of South Carolina* 
5807 ; and so her official records and papers are usually da- 
ted? not from the Christian era, not from the era of building 
the temple of Solomon, but from the era of creation 

“ When Jehovah, from hallowed earth, 
rt Gave Masonry immortal birth !” 

Illustrations of Jkf. Lon, Ed. If 92, p, 368. 

This is enough ; but willing to multiply proof on an import- 
ant head, we refer the inquirer to the Free Mason's Monitor , 
Part 1, Book 1, Chap. 1 ; to the Spirit of Masonry, p. 119; 
to Masonic poets of the two last generations ; to the Illustra- 
tions of Masonry by Preston , Chap. 1, Sec. 3 ; Smith's Use 
and Abuse of Free Masonry , p. 88, and p. 108 ; and to Der- 
mott's Ahiman Rezon , p. 114, where the same pretence is by 
each fully set forth, and serves to induce the credulous to give 
Free Masonry their time and money. 

Third and last question. Thou, Free Masonfy, born of 
heaven on earth’s natal day ! what dost thou here ? 

F. M. “ I bring alt comforts to the wild and A portrait of 
comfortless; I teach agriculture, architecture, taken by*herS 
astronomy , geometry, arithmetic, music, poesy, chemistry, go- 
vernment, arid religion . I have the art of finding out new 
arts, which art I conceal for my own profit and praise, I also 
conceal the art of keeping secrets , that so the world may con- 
ceal nothing from me. I conceal the art of wonder-working , 
and of foresaying things to come, that so the same arts may 
not be used by the wicked to an evil end. I also conceal the 
art of transmuting the metals, the way of winning the faculty 
of magic, the skill of becoming good and perfect without the 
help of fear or hope, and the universal language of Masons. 
See a majority of my most approved publications” 
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Iht- Tm h *od£ Now she speaks troth. This is Free Mason- 
hufed by her, »« rj to the life : no other hand than her own, 
to approve of CO uld have sketched the picture to correctly : 
features. for, reader, this drawing is no caricatute of ours, 

it is Free Masonry’s ; every line of it is to be found in the 
Book of Constitutions, p. 15 to p. 19 ; and Free Mason’s Li- 
brary, p. 9 to p. 11 ; with the solemn sanction of the Grand 
Lodges of Massachusetts and of Maryland ! Nor did this 
figure of Free Masonry creep into those Works unobserved, 
and possess itself of the approbation of the Masonic authori- 
ties by stealth. It holds in both volumes a prominent place, 
and is accompanied with notes of explanation, like the slime 
laid over his prey by the Anaconda, to make the wonder go 
down. Were it confined to those two truly Masonic .works, 
Free Masonry could not avoid it, could not answer it, could 
not shake it off. But the picture is not confined to those two 
works ; it is also published with eclat in the Illustrations of 
Masonry, by Preston , Book 3, Sec. 1 ; in Calcott’s Disquisi- 
tion , pp. 90, 91 ; Pratt’s Defence of Free Masonry , pp. 194, 
195 ; in Appendix to the Spirit of Masonry ; in The Ahiman 
Rezon of Pennsylvania, compiled by a D. D* pp. 3 to 10, in- 
clusive; Hardie’s Monitor , 2d Ed. pp. 204, 205, 206; Green- 
leaf’s Strict Inquiry, pp. 86, 87, 88, 89. 

And the ancient MS. containing these absurdities, and these 
high claims to witchcraft and masoncraft, learning and re- 
ligion, is respectfully noticed in Lawrie's History of Free 
Masonry, pp. 96, 7, and 8 ; in the Encyclopedia Britannica, 
Art . Masonry ; and, also, by the late General Grand High 
Priest of the United States, Mr. De Witt Clinton, in his Ad- 
dress to the Grand Lodge of New-York, September, A. D. 
1825, found in the New-York Statesman, 7th October, 1825, 
and in a late edition of the Free Mason’s Library, p. 344. 

Honest men Now the advocates of “ the ancient and 
^ 8 Ma!sonic W honourable Fraternity” are in a great dilem- 
Stuttowf C ° n * ma ’ k° w can ^ey escape its dreadful horns? 

They must either declare the Book of Constitu- 
tions, the Free Mason’s Library, and the Ahiman Rezon, to- 
gether with the other Masonic authors quoted, and also the 
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Grand Lodges which have sanctioned them, to be, like the 
kidnappers of Capt. Morgan, a disgrace to the Fraternity ; or 
they mast confess that the system of Free Masonry is scan- 
dalously false, and unworthy of the countenance it receives. 
No man dare open his mouth to say such incredible things, 
are true ; but it is true, that Free Masonry holds out these 
very things, and by her authorized heralds trumpets to the 
world the very words we have quoted, to lure the unwary into 
her dark chambers. 

“ This is all new to me,” says a Mason ; “ I know not how 
to believe it.” 

We can do no more. We assert an import- „ Th ? authority 
« , . 4 of the works 

ant tact, and make our quotations to prove it. quoted. 

We draw our proof not from one author, but from many; 
not from nameless men ambitious of distinction at the hazard 
of being considered extravagant ; but from books of constitu- 
tions carefully compiled by select individuals, examined and 
approved by select committees, and unanimously adopted 
• and sanctioned by Grand Lodges. 

The fifteen standard works of Masonry Quoted, to show the 
falsehood of the Institution, are not only approved works, but 
they are the most approved by the Fraternity : and there are 
not fifteen, not seven, other treatises on Free Masonry in the 
English language, on this side the Atlantic, to compare with 
any seven of these. Thus the evidence of fraud rests not on 
die authority of one or two works, though sanctioned by the 
Grand Lodges ; but it rests on the authority of the great body 
of Masonic treatises authorized by the Fraternity. If these 
do not give a character to the Institution, the poor thing 
cannot have one- 

We know these things are new; and there- We publish not 
fore, at the risk of losing many old friends, and t o enlighten’ our 
with a certainty of making bitter enemies, we brethren, 
have felt it our duty to publish them. Truth is what we seek, 
and that leads us to show the above quotations in prbof, that 
Free Masonry uses the most fraudulent persuasives, the most 
vainglorious and deceitful pretences , under the seal of her 
highest sanctions , to allure the young and inexperienced, the 
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credulous and unsuspecting, into the darkness of her Lodges : 
and the good names of honest men, Washington, Warren, 
Franklin, and a list of D. D’s, are her passport to confidence ! 

“ My honoured lord, *ti» true ; 

“ And we did think it writ down in our duty, 

44 To let you know it.” — Hamlet. 

*^ hatFr ^ke« Free Masonr y’ i * 3 of constitutions, 
68 and by its standard authors, is placed precisely 
in the shoes of the basest of all creatures, a confirmed liar. 
Her approved writers and authorized compilations trumpet 
her infamy, and have indelibly affixed the seal of her shame. 
Free Masonry cannot palliate, excuse, or in any way avoid 
this ignominy ; the Institution must be left where it has placed 
itself: with those who cannot be believed, when they speak 
the truth. 

Any man who in full view of these facts, can mourn for the 
overthrow of Free Masonry, would sympathize in the grief of 
a noisy child, deprived of his drum and wooden sword ; or in 
the sorrow of thos*e, who, at the desolation of the mystical 
Babylon, stand afar off and cry : “ alas ! alas ! for we have 
lived deliciously with her, and by her delicacies we were made 
rich.” A childish attachment to the pomp and parade of 
Free Masonry, or a selfish tie to the society, which has advan- 
ced their worldly honour and interests, can alone account for 
regret in sane minds at the annihilation of this vainglorious, 
deceitful, and false institution. 

And let just men take warning. She who in her books of 
constitutions solemnly declares the most atrocious falsehoods, 
does also seriously oppose herself to religious truth, and does 
faithfully, in many ways, serve the Father of lies. 

These pre- The pretences of Free Masonry are lies, 
the illiterate. which undermine the confidence essential to 
the intercourse of human life, and are pernicious in their, ten- 
dency, though they should fail to produce any visible mischief 
It is impossible to pronounce them harmless ; like iniquity, 
they are a two-edged sword , whose wounds cannot be healed . 
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It signifies nothing to say “ that they impose upon no one ; 
the blindest can see through them for it were more reason- 
able to say, what manifest]} is not true, that u no one could 
be found wicked enough to publish so great falsehoods.” 
Wise and good men, however, have found some reason to 
publish them; learned and judicious men have, for some 
cause, given them a sanction ; and it is not the fools only 
who find reason to believe them. 

Shall the scholar publish ; shall dignitaries Sanctioned by 
commend ; and shall divines, by their conduct, t ^ roui * al1 ie * 
approve these pretences, and think to defend the Society from 
the charge of deceit, upon the ground that the unlearned 
know better than to credit them? Were the ignorant de- 
livered from the imposition, those who practise it upon them 
are guilty : they lay the snare, and must be accountable for 
laying the snare ; that the prey escapes is no excuse. 

But the prey does not escape ; it is not possible it should. 
In many varied forms, with qualifications suited to the medium 
in which they float, these pretended mysteries and wonders 
of Free Masonry echo from mouth to mouth, and enter into 
the formation of many a character in the community. We 
will not encumber this page with common tales of masonic 
wonder. Free Masonry would not hold herself answerable 
for them, whatever they may be, and none can surpass in 
blackness of darkness those faithfully copied from her autho- 
rized publications, for which the Institution is answerable. 

The very learned among the brethren are Learned breth- 
vastly deceived by the pretences of Free Ma- Jjehred! al8 ° 
sonry. The great body of them who think any thing about it, 
verily suppose that the system of Free Masonry was organized 
by Solomon, and that poor Hiram Abiff was actually slain just 
before the completion of the temple, by three fellow crafts, 
armed, as masonic tradition affirms, with a two foot rule, a 
carpenter’s square, and a common gavel: and then the 
mighty secret was lost ! They do believe this, as certain as 
they believe that the St. Johns were eminent patrons of Free 
Masonry ; and it will hardly do for men who observe the 24fh 
of June with masonic parade, to say that they never believed 
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St John was a mason. We fear such will grudge us their 
thanks for enlightening them. 

An intelligent Not only the unlearned mason, and the 
community w j earne< j ma son, h aV e been, and are the subjects 

of gross imposition, but the community at large is egregiously 
mistaken in its estimate of the antiquity, and grandeur, and 
godlike charity of the system of Free Masonry. Some gen- 
tlemen may beg to be made, in this one instance, an exception 
to the community. But we defy any gentleman to say, he 
had formed so contemptible an idea of the grandeur of Free 
Masonry, as Capt. Morgan’s book exhibits ; or that he had 
iudulged the thought of finding its antiquity reduced within 
the last 150 years. It is true, the first voyagers to this coun- 
try, on a perilous undertaking, are not known to have tried 
the efficacy of Free M asonry, and of its universal language, to 
introduce them to the formation of acquaintances in the new 
world. No masonic writer on record, that we have seen, 
claims either Columbus, or Capt. Smith, or Gov. Carver, or, 
indeed, one of their adventurous associates, as a member of 
the Fraternity. This is remarkable ; however, it appears still 
more surprising, that they were all in their graves, before the 
name “ Free Masonry ” was heard in the world ; were dead, 
the youngest of them, more than 100 years before the light 
of the glory of Free Masonry beamed upon this Western He- 
misphere ! 

44 Masonry is not only the most perfect and sublime institu- 
tion, but the most ancient and moral institution ever invented 
by man.” ( Elder Bradley on Masonry, pp. 49 and 60.) 
Its antiquity is the confidence and the boast of its fast friends. 
If official masonic records of its recent origin, and a total 
want of proof of its antiquity, save in the bare assertions of 
an Institution to be doubted when it declares the truth, can 
avail, they will entirely demolish this strong tower of masonic 
confidence. 

Now, we aim at it a single gun, from the records of history, 
and every reader will see that it totters to its fall. We have 
a battery in reserve. — It is an axiom that one cannot be a Free 
Mason and a Catholic . The Catholic' Church requires a foil 
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cbftfedsioiito the priest ; but ariy excess or folly committed in 
the Lottie, the ih&son cannot confess, under the heaviest pe* 
ridlties: So the ; tWb authorities, Free Masonry and the Catho- 
lic Church, arq at points immediately. The Catholic church 
iVahidieiit ; in Christendom, three centuries ago, it was uni- 
versal: but where is the account of its conflicts with Ancient. 
Free MUsority f They are not found until A. D. 1738. Then 
Fibd lifasonry' was 1 about 00 years old ; and the stripling be- 
ginning' to trample on the rights of the church, a war ensued, 
which continues to this day. Here is the point : if Free Ma- 
sonry Wdrfe ahcieftt, why did if not sooner conflict with the 
church 1 ? Where Were the Free Masons, when all Christen- 
dom Were Catholics ? 

I>OCs any orie suspect they were expelled to heathen coun- 
tries, or kept quite in concealment by the thunders of the 
church ? Tt could hot be so: every act of the Romish church 
is recorded ; and the first against the Free Masons was the 
PopeV bull, A. D! 1738, and, again, 14th January, 1730, * di- 
rected tb the suppression of Free Masonry. Had the institu- 
tion been kept down by the Romish church, it would have 
burst out with its glory in all the countries of Europe at the 
time of the Reformation, A. D. 1517. But just two hundred 
yeats after, it made its appearance, and then burst to light in 
London, from a company of ambitious and jovial mechanics . 

Now, the institution of Free Masonry ap- Free Masonry 
pears WOak ih the eyes of the discriminate pitifu1, 
reader ; it has no power to stand ; it would seem unmerciful 
to scourge so feeble a frame. To hold up a prostrate victim 
to the lash, is cruelty. To threaten a year’s discipline to such 
a system, Would seem like wreaking vengeance on one, who, 
with bended knee and opening lips, is ready contritely to 
pronounce Peccavi. 

Be not deceived. Free Masonry, like Janus, Free Masonry 
has two faces. While she captivates with the good* men, Its 
semblance of meekness in one, she hardens the raembe rs. 
othe^ like a fliht. She sets her advocates to declare, that they 
honestly never knew she makes such pretences ; and she will 

* See Lawrie’s Hist, of Masonry, p. 122, and the Encvc. Brit. Art. Masonry. 
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almost persuade the reader that she never did make them, 
her Books of Constitutions to the contrary notwithstanding : 
she will bring forth a score of other pretences various from 
those quoted, and strenuously maintaining these, she will con- 
structively deny her maintaining, or having at any time main- 
tained those which are contrary : ah ! she marshals around 
her the shades of the mighty dead, and she points with tri- 
umph to the upright and generous among the living, who al- 
low their names to stand registered in her rolls, and silently 
consent to constitute the strength of her walls. 

Free Masonry has ranked, and does rank, many good and 
enlightened men among her members. They are hers ; by 
their free consent she has a right to use their names, as she 
does use their names, both to defend her infidelity from public 
scrutiny, and, also, to decoy inexperienced youth into her dark 
chambers ; she uses them to entangle conscientious minds in 
the meshes of her profane oaths ; and to ensnare thoughtless 
souls into a participation of her contempt of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and of prayer, and of Christ, and of God. The proof 
is on public record. 

They will sud- The time will come, and even now is at hand, 
her 1 hope8. PP ° int when just men, seeing how they have been led 
captive, or, at least, how the influence of their names and ex- 
ample is used to lead others captive, in this delusion of mo- 
rality, and offence of true religion, will yearn for an opportu- 
nity with their might to remove the evil, and to throw all their 
influence into the scale of public opinion against this system 
of hypocritical mystery. 

There are signs of uneasiness in many minds, declarations 
of regret from many lips, and the hand-writing of several 
among the most distinguished citizens, Masons, of the state 
of New-York, testifying their belief of the injurious tendency 
of the institution, and their resolution of abandoning it. 

When came Free Masonry into doubt? When did the 
storm begin which threatens to level its boasted temple in the 
dust? What awakened the tempest? What gave to it 
wings ? What directed its violence upon the house of vani- 
ty, the school of Hiram Abiff? 
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In reply to these questions we state facts which we have 
heard attested before a jury, which were not qualified by an 
attempt to deny, or to excuse, or in any way to palliate them, 
and which are not to our knowledge denied by a wise man 
any where. But we introduce the testimony heard in court, 
by the mention of notorious facts useful to give a connected 
idea of the outrage which has filled a great section of New- 
York with hostile divisions, and is going on to distract neigh- 
bourhoods, wherever abettors, or defenders of the outrage, 
discover themselves. 

Capt. William Morgan, a native of Virginia, Character of 
a resident of Batavia, New-York, not faultless, Capt ‘ Morgan * 
but a man of great personal address, five years a merchant in 
the city of New-York ; who had twice crossed the Atlantic in 
the character of a gentleman ; who possessed a most retentive 
memory, extensive historical information, and acute discern- 
ment of character ; who was kind and affable, gentlemanly 
and engaging above his equals, and who bravely fought the 
battle of his country, when Jackson commanded and Packen- 
ham fell ; but now was, by calamity of fire and treachery, re- 
duced to poverty, and to exercise the trade of a mason, in 
which he had been educated, seeing the danger of Free Ma- 
sonry to civil liberty, the shallowness of its pretensions, and 
the profanity of its obligations, resolved to expose the hypo- 
critical system, and free his country from this powerful engine 
of intrigue. Hejbega n tp p ublish his work in 1826. And 
thus he was advertised in many prints : 


“NOTICE AND CAUTION.” 

u If a man calling himself William Morgan, should intrude 
himself on the community, they should be on their guard, 
particularly the MASONIC FRATERNITY. Morgan was 
in this village in May last, and his conduct while here and 
elsewhere, calls forth this notice. Any information in rela- 
tion to Morgan, can be obtained by calling at the MASONIC 
HALL in this village. Brethren and Companions are p&r- 
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ticularly requested to observe , mark, and govern themselves 
accordingly. 

“ O^r Morgan is considered a swindler and a dangerous map. 
44 ( fir There are people in this village who woijld be happy 
to see this Captain Morgan. 

44 Canandaigua, August 9th, 1826.” 


fle? wSSm? " Ten *^ ter *be date this advertise- 
of law. ment , viz, on th e 19th August, 1826 , t hree men 

Free Masons, rushed into Capt. Morgan’s chamber, seized his 
person and papers, as he sat writing at the desk, and hurried 
him to j ail op execution, without allowing him opportunity to 
pr ocure ba il. Members of the Fraternity proceeded to search 
every parf of the house in pursuit of his concealed manu- 
scripts, and carried off the trunk containing his private pa- 
pers, and his commission of captain ; which trunk and its con- 
tents were never returned, and have not been accounted for. 
roach < ^wii P * After twenty da yjyriz. on Friday the 8th Sep- 
strong force. tember, some tensoT Masons supped at the 
house of Maj. James Ganson, also a Mason, innkeeper at 
Stafford, six miles east of Batavia ; and at a late hour of the 
night they approached Batavia, under the conduct of Colonel 
Edward Sawyer, of Canandaigua, with the view of suppres- 
sing Morgan’s book, then in the printing office, by force. 
Others joined them at Batavia, but a wise concern for the lives 
of the foremost in assaulting the printing office, embarrassed 
their operations, until the whole party, at four o’clock, A. M. 
was thrown into confusion by the blast of a distant horn, and 
entirely routed J>y the noise of the coming wheels of the Uni- 
ted States mail coach. 


The incentjia- Tvyo pighta a%r, viz. m ^ujaday, Fteptem- 
** ber JBth, 1826, having fqpad an* a% in fire, 

\ytych feqrs neither po^dqr nor ba}l, *yi$h the aid of straw, 
cottpn saturated yitfr pppeqpn£ f and tqrpaatiw brushed over 
tl^e plapboards of the offices, sq^e orjp applied it for the swift 
aqd pvpr^helmifig destructiqq of % printing establishment 
aqd fa fpitfents. 
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Tie .offices are ip the midst of the compact village of Ba-\ 
trivia ; a family of ten persons occupied below, and six prin- \ 
.tiers slept above. It was at an hour of the night when the ' 
tenants of the buildings, and the inhabitants of the village, 
were wfapt in sleep. But the first flash of the fire was seen 
fry a wayfaring man, who had taken late lodgings in an empty j 
stage coach standing in the street ; the inhabitants were quick?/ 
ly aroused, and the evil was stayed. By this high crime of 
arson, the whole village was put in the most imminent dan- 
ger, for the sake of destroying Capt. Morgan’s faithful de- 
velopement of the mysteries of Free Masonry. 

The aboye facts are taken from the statements of men un- 
der oath, by affidavit, and before grand and petty juries. The 
following depend on statements made without an attempt at 
contradiction or explanation, by competent witnesses, at the 
trial of Bruce, and others, Canandaigua, August, 1828, and 
on the confessions of Sawyer, Lawson, and others, at their 
trial, Canandaigua, January, 1827 ; and at the conviction of 
French, Huribut, and Wilcox, for assaulting and falsely im- 
prisoning D, C, Miller, Genessee county, October, 1826. 

The system of Free Masonry began to be »» «*!*« 
doubted, when misguided brethren, in their zeal ey«s. r ° m miny 
for the institution, abused the forms of legal process, to seize, 
carry away, and unlawfully detain Capt. William Morgan and 
Col. David C. Miller, opr. fellow citizens, whose only crime 
was, writing and publishing the truth , contrary to the profane 
obligations of Free Masonry, an offence not recognised in the 
statute book. 

It was time that the system of Free Masonry began to be 
seriously mistrusted, when the master of a respectable Lodge . 
and a Masonj g kct Uiei^mtli.tbe aid of. reputable brethren, 
i wder p retence pf friendship, by night, enticed from th e aris en, 
anTvioT ently s eized and bore off Capt. William Mo ygan. « 
'Braveman and a freeman, in a principal street of Canandai- r 
gaa, one of pur proudest inland towns, stifling his voice to 
prevent his cries. 

It was time that the system began to be seriously mistrust- 
w fren the cry, “ Murder 1 mwded n was twice distinctly 
heard in the same hour ln o iif streets, and no hnm an voiro 
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echoed the sound, no hue and cry was raised, .no running to 
ttenraSCue was attempted ; but female sensibility was hushed, 
servile curiosity was silenced, and manly fortitude was dis- 
armed, by Masonic influence. 

It was time the system was mistrusted, when, at^ this mo- 
ment of violence and nocturnal horror, a hacSma n, at a sig nal 
given, came with a coach, ordered by he knew notwhom y and 
in the pleasant moonlight evening picked up five men, he 
knew not whom, and turning sHort about**Tie Ot&veT’with vio- 
lent haste thirty-one miles, and at daylight set, he knew’ not 
whom , down in a field, one hundred rods beyond a convenient 
tavern ; men passing and repassing him on the road, during 
the night, in chairs and on horseback : he knew not whom, 
nor why. 


(Cama^of^e It was time, when in t hat field a carriage a nd 
pro . tem. fresh horses immediately came, debi ted by a 

Royal Arch MasonTtKeTr own e r rTo’lbF iJse bf “ the Grand 
Chapter pro. tem” which carriage passed westwarH toward 
tKe frontier *afa rapid rate ; an 1 although the day was Wed- 
nesday, 13th September, 1826, one^of th ^nost sultry and op- 
pressive of the seai^7 e very^curfain of tbaT coach was closed 
down ; it was not known to have" a" mortal irfit, but it gave 
the Masonic taverns, at which it carefully stopped, the appear- 
ance of more company, than was present before its arrival, 
or after its departure. And the increase of company were 
men unknown, supposed to be going to the Masonic Installa- 
tion at Lewiston. 


Reaches Lew- The sam§ carriage, after the , party, with se- 
lection 11 of P the veral relays of horses, had driven 110 miles, 
Sheriff. was seen by the moonlight, at 2 o’clock of 

Thursday morning, 14th September, 1826, in a back street^ 
of Lewiston, to discharge into another carriage with curtains 
down, a helpless man, lifted by two others, and he who su^ 
perintended the work, was the highest peace €»fficer of Niaga- 
ra county, bound by his official oath and station, both to 
maintain the constitution and the laws of the state, a respected 
citizen, an otherwise excellent officer, and an exalted Free- 
mason, since removed from office by the executive, and found 
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guilty by his country, on trial of an indictment for the ab- 
duction of William Morgan. T""* 

The whole party were discharged from the Discharge at 
• * • . , r the powder ma- 

carnage, at a point in the road, nearest ot ac- gazine, Fort Ni- ' 
cess to the United States powder magazine, at a S ara * 

Fort Niagara ; from which magazine, locked and barred, a 
human voice was, at that time, heard to proceed; and in 
which magazine, at thatTime, theTevidences of the habitation 
of a fellow creature, are not to be counterfeited, nor mistaken. 

Here the testimony allowed in court ceases ; The catas- 
_ _ . _ / . .. . trophe seen thro’ 

but the evidence does not cease. A veil is a ve ii. 

drawn by Free Masonry over the fate of her victim, which we 

are in no haste to remove. We wait with patience its re- 
moval by the course of time, or by the hand of Free Masonry 
herself; observing only, that the veil is not so thick as to pre- 
vent many unprejudiced minds from entertaining a conviction, 
that Capt. William Morgan has been inhumanly murdered by 
the hands of the masonic conspirators, in blind obedience to 
the laws of the secret society ; a conviction which his resto- 
ration to his family alone can remove. 

“ It is all so ; but what has the system of Free 
Masonry to do with this ? If bad men will do 
wickedly, they alone must bear it. Punish the 
guilty, but let renowned Free Masonry live 
another >000 years.” 

Reader, this was the time, and these are some of the lead- 
ing facts which first raised doubts of the excellence of Free 
Masonry in many minds. The deluded men who carried off 
Capt. Morgan, were, in the main, above the medium of re- 
spectability in their section of country, and this without re- 
proach to that section. They were by no means the dregs of 
Masonry, or of society ; they were Royal Arch Masons, Gene- 
rals, Colonels, Majors, &c. Their principles were as honourable, 
as high spirited men possess,* save their perverse attachment 
to Free Masonry. A misconceived estimate of the value of 
Free Masonry, led them astray ; and to the institution itself 
they are indebted for that error ; to the system, which boasts 
of its divinity, and its antiquity, they owe their mistake of its 
worth, and of their own obligations. It is undeniable, and 


Free Masonry 
guilty of instiga- 
ting and main- 
taining these 

crimes. 
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Free Masonry is responsible for their high handed 4 misde- 
meanour, for their fearful guilt. 

Again, when tbfe deed was done, add a Watfchfiil public be- 
gan to* arouse itself for acquiring information, so little was 

known, and so many falsehoods were put in circulation, that 
for many weeks it could not be determined to what point of 
the compass Free Masonry had borne her victim, and the 
course of inquisitive justice was so impeded, tlia^by the re- 
quest of the Executive, the Legislature appointed a special 
commission with high powers, to investigate the transactions. 
Tlie^appointment presupposes a necessity for so extraordinary 
a commission ; and that necessity was found, by the Execu- 
tive and Legislature, in the obstructions thrown by Free Ma- 
sonry in the way of public justice , to screen her faithful ser- 
vants from the sentence of our legal tribunals . And the Mys- 
tic Tie is held both to answer for tempting, by the legitimate 
effects of her false pretences, our valuable citizens to- commit 
the crimes of arson and kidnapping ; and, also, for stubbornly 
maintaining them in their wrong, when they had unfortunately 
yielded to her temptation. 


THE EXCITEMENT UPON THIS SUBJECT JUST. 

When these things are done in the land, it is highly proper 
to inquire, “ by what authority ?” And let it not seem 
strange that the excitement such conduct creates, is great, or 
that the spirit it awakens, is terrific to the guihy. True, the 
life of one citizen, however beloved, if sacrificed by ruffians, 
could never so disturb the public peace ; and, therefore, to 
many it is unaccountable, that so much feeling should be 
awakened by the loss of one studiously vilified in the public 
esteem ; it is to them but a return of the days of Witchcraft, 
when the soberest minds were swayed with strange delusion. 

A murder by But here lies the difference ; if one Were t 
known to have been sacrificed by ruffians, all 
the neighbourhood would unite to ferret out the offenders; 
None would say, “ if the ruffians have done it, it is well done 
none would throw a mantle over both the deed, and its pei^ 
petrators ; none would cover up the blood with tremendous 
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imprecations of secrecy ; none would jeer at the honest ef- 
forts, of independent citizens to discern the true nature of the 
crime, whether it be only false imprisonment, or murder, and 
to bring the offenders to justice ; none would openly defy the 
power of the laws to punish the offence. And, if many <&2 
do these things, then an excitement would arise, and ought 
to arise, proportioned in some measure to the number and 
influence of those who abetted the crime. 

It is not the amount of one life, (dear as any man to his 
dependent widow, and helpless orphans,) it is not the amount 
of one life we regard, but it is the right of any system, or society, 
in this country, to take that life contrary to the laws of the 
land. It is the right of any system, under any circumstance, 
to protect from the laws its guilty brethren, which right we 
question, and will bring to trial before a public deeply in- 
terested in the decision. 

“ The excitement 1 ’ is often reproached, as The spirit 

, . i . which asserted 

it men were certainly m the wrong, because our national In- 

excited. This is equally unjust and unreason- dependence, 
able. Excitements are necessary to the performance of an 
arduous task ; they are the natural fruit of wrong and oppres- 
sion. They are not a new thing in the world ; the pages of 
American history treat of many ; but never of one more just , 
than that which is aroused by the licentiousness of citizens 
confessedly acting in obedience to their apprehension of 
masonic duty. 

The Stamp Act excitement burst into a flame, A. D. 1765. 
The news of the enactment of that offensive measure, filled 
cftery American bosom with indignation, but only brave men 
dared then utter it above their breath. Combinations were 
secretly formed to resist it ; union gave courage ; the act was 
hawked through the streets, stamped with a death’s head, 
g and entitled, “ The Folly of England and the Ruin of Ame- 
rica,” while the bells tolled the death of Liberty, on the day 
of its first operation. The people in their grief knew not 
what they did ; they seized and destroyed the stamps ; roughly 
used the stamp officers ; assaulted the dwellings, and injured 
the property of those who supported the odious act : and bv 
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their spirited measures, procured a present repeal of the Stamp 
Act, and a never dying glory. 

The tea-tax excitement vented itself in a still more violent 
manner. It burst over the agents and collectors upon the 
government which appointed them ; and not content with 
refusing the taxed herb a landing upon the wharf, they sunk 
it by the chest in the depths of the sea. 

Those times were full of excitement ; the bare perusal of their 
historical record, will fill the patriot with emotion, and will, 
moreover constrain the judicious observer to confess, that any 
excitement continually gaining strength, continually rising 
and expanding, must, of necessity, be sustained by repeated 
aggressions ; and in a country, determined to be free, the ex- 
citement will inevitably bring ruin upon the oppressor. 

Our forefathers felt wronged, injured in their dearest rights, 
and in reliance upon Him who governs in righteousness, they 
arose with their strength, and hurled defiance at the foe. 

But those noble spirits were the mirth of their enemies, 
when they chose to defy the power of the British empire, ra- 
ther than pay a paltry tax on tea, glass , paper , and painters' 
colours * Their patriotism was construed into selfish ambition, 
their loyal designs were calumniated, and their leaders were 
first denounced as demagogues, then outlawed as rebels. 

Did our noble fathers regard the amount of the tax ? Did 
they heed the additional cost of three-pence a pound on tea ? 
Was it not for the bare principle they contended ? “ Tax- 
ation and representation are inseparable,” They refused 
t)ie tax bills of parliament, not for their amount ; it was the 
right they resisted, and wholly the right, of any power 'on 
earth, to take their earnings without their consent. They 
shed their blood to secure to their posterity the right of trial 
by jury, the reign of equal laws, and the privileges of life , li- 
berty % and the pursuit of happiness . I 

They poured out their lives, to establish the reign of laws 
emanating from the will of the people ; and we, their offspring, 
will not patiently see those laws violated, their power defied, 
and their sanctions despised. We can bear the loss of a hun- 
dred and of a hundred thousand citizens in defence of our 
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constitutional privileges ; but not tlie loss of the meanest and 
humblest, whose liberty or life is taken contrary to those 
privileges. 

free masonry’s abuse of power. 

Is it possible, that a mysterious system, of recent grandeur* 
can, by its dogmas, in this blessed country, urge respectable 
citizens grossly to offend against the public peace; by its 
monstrous oaths of secrecy, withhold the truth from those le- 
gally authorized to demand it ; by its scoffs and jeers, mock 
at the men who freely give their time and money to aid the 
reign of the laws ! And yet does it point to our jurists and 
divines, our lawgivers and executive officers, aes its sponsors 
and supporters. It provokes a smile, when empty Free Ma- 
sonry struts in consequential aprons, assuming the veneration 
of age, the grandeur of true dignity, and the respect due to 
usefulness ! But it moves our deep indignation, when this 
same Free Masonry induces a large number of enterprising 
and respectable citizens, countenanced by hundreds, and jus- 
tified in their highest transgression, to conspire together and 
to accomplish a violation of private rights, such as our land 
had not witnessed, since the days of its independence. And 
this original outrage, enormous as it is, sinks into insignifi- 
cance in comparison of the hardihood with which she braves 
inquiry, and of the virulence of her calumnies, and the daring 
of her threats. 

SUBJECTION OF THE PRESS. 

It were incredible, if our own eyes did not witness It* that 
when these things are so, the public press has been held for 
the most part silent, in subjection to tins mysterious system \ 
the press has oftener been the vehicle of her slanders, than 
the defence of those who have bravely withstood her iisurpa- 
* tions ; it has been made to feel dependence on, and to fear tor 
offend a system, whose ramifications extend throughout so- 
ciety : and thus it is, that, in all our country, Capt. Morgan 
is be lieved to hjive ; thoseTiUfhane 

whoTnot cfreaming of his death, commenced searching Jor 
him, 'a^STOrihbourhqod. would hunt for one of its prominent 
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members suddenly and strangely missing, are thought to be 
beside themselves, infatuated, deluded beyond example, since 
the days of triumphant witchcraft ; those men who, being 
convinced that a great iniquity has been practised, have, in 
defiance of threats mysteriously given, and threats given ex- 
plicitly, resolved to search out the true character of the offence, 
and the unhappy perpetrators ; and to this purpose have cheer- 
fully contributed months of time, and hundreds of money, 
without hope or wish for earthly honour or reward, beyond 
the consciousness of having done their duty, are classed with 
demagogues and avaricious partisans, who would barter the 
liberties of their country for office, and the hopes of their off- 
spring for gold*; and, monstrous aggravation of wickedness f 
lest the virtuous and unfortunate woman whom Free Mason- 
ry has robbed of a husband, and the helpless children whom 
Free Masonry has robbed of a father, should by their piteous 
condition excite the sympathies of a compassionate public, 
the press, the palladium of our liberties, has been, by some 
influence, made the vehicle of extensively circulating a re- 
proach the most severe an honest wife can endure, a reproach 
the most humiliating an unfortunate child is ever called to 
bear ; a reproach, we may add, worthy to be invented and 
circulated by those only, who commit arson and kidnapping, 
or defend those crimes. 

The inhabitants of the counties which were the scene of 
this outrage, are awake to the dangerous principles it 
involves ; they are exceeding jealous of the system by which 
it was contrived and executed. They feel that a secret sys- 
tem, capable of a deed of such daring, is one not merely to 
be watched with jealousy, but to be extirpated. They fear 
not a fate similar to that of Capt Morgan, but they are in- 
stinctively impressed with the belief, that their interests are 
not safe, when put in competition with the interests of the 
brethren ; and that, as a respectable Sheriff did on one occa- 
sion entirely forego his duty to the constitution and laws of 
his country in favour of the obligations and laws of Free Ma- 
sonry, many times such a Sheriff may warp from his oath of 
office in favour of his oath to the brotherhood. 
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Men become vicious by degrees . The most daring crimen 
are not committed by children in wickedness. Early guilt ia 
timorous ; it hardens only with time, and grows bold by re- 
peated transgressions. Societies form no exception to thin 
rule. They cannot at once countenance high crimes ; and, 
if guilty of them, it is demonstration, that they have long been 
pupils in folly’s school ; that they have oifended before, though 
undiscovered. 

“ By swearing, and lying, and killing, and stealing, and com- 
mitting adultery, they break out, and blood touches blood.” 

Has. iv. 2. 

If men not of the Fraternity are safe from the “ killing,” 
they yet fear, when u killing” breaks boldly out, that “ swear- 
ing, and lying, and stealing, and committuig adultery,” arc 
within. These they dread, when killing is justified ; and, in 
their own defence, they labour to annihilate the mystery which 
has accomplished this wickedness : their mighty vote at the 
recent election is proof of their earnestness, and the promise 
of success. 

Reader, are you a professed disciple of the Address to 
Lord Jesus ? And do you belong to the so- ten!* 1 ** breth " 
ciety which shrouds itself in darkness; whose deeds shun 
the light 1 Does your name and influence support the. mystic 
order, which solemnly professes in its Book of Constitutions, 
to teach equally morals and magic, the fear of the Lord, and 
the art of wonderworking; religion and sorcery ? Foul union 
of sin and holiness, fitly represented by the profanation of the 
sacred scriptures in the orgies of a nocturnal society ! Fitly 
illustrated by sinners coming uniformly to the throne of grace, 
without regarding the righteousness of the Mediator ; obeying 
the Book of Constitutions, rather than the precept of Jesus : 
whatsoever ye ask in my name r I will do it . 

That you have fyeen ignorant of this, we know, and the im- 
portant fact is our apology for presenting you this sheet You 
have seen ihe holy volume spread open in the Lodge room, 
and reverently borne in the pompous procession through our 
streets ; and have not been aware that the Book of Constitu- 
tions which accompanies it, takes the inspired writings along 
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for the honour of the company, and for a cldak of its own de- 
lusive mysteries and diabohc arts. You have attended to the 
pious professions of this self-styled divine and eternal Institu- 
tion, not considering that they are only a sweetmeat to cover 
the falsehood and blasphemy of many doctrines and practices. 
You have seen and rejoiced, that even Free Masonry teaches 
the love of our Father in Heaven ; but you have not suspected 
that this was a mere show, to conceal practical hatred and 
contempt of the only begotten of the Father. That Free 
Masonry, in the constitutions of the lodges, professes to be a 
religious, as well as a moral society, you have known with 
satisfaction ; but you have been unmindful, that the religion 
of the Book of Constitutions is not of Christ ; that, in any 
part, not even in the often repeated funeral service, over the 
grave of a deceased brother, does it once make mention of 
his name, who, at the tomb of Lazarus, declared, “ I AM 
THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE.” 

And are you, Christian Brother, so blindly attached to Free 
Masonry, that you will refuse to examine it ? Will you turn 
away from this tract, freely offered to your perusal, and 
threaten it with the flames, if left within your door, because, 
in your judgment, it comes from perjured hands ? When 
respected teachers of our holy religion exhibit this strong at- 
tachment to the Daughter of Night, we need renewedly to be 
humble for human infirmity ; that we belong to a race, whose 
minds enlightened by learning, cultivated by politeness, and 
adorned with grace, are, nevertheless, capable of loving the 
darkness of Free Masonry, and of adhering to it, when ex- 
posed to the world in its naked form, with the desperation of 
devotees. The prophet wrote for every succeeding genera- 
tion of men : Ephraim is joined to idols ; let him (done . 

Every mason, with a moment’s reflection upon the facts 
before him, must be sensible, that the system of Free Ma- 
sonry is rotten in its constitution, and depraved in its tendency. 

It is professedly religious, and so it is held by honest men. 
It is professedly irreligious, and so it is held by the wicked. 
Both professions are folly set forth in the Books ; one only 
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can be true, and, taken either way, this convicts Free Masonry 
of falsehood and deception. 

Should any brother judge us for not bringing into view the 
holy doctrines of the order, he is hasty. Our aim is, granting 
those doctrines, to show, by well established facts, that Free 
Masonry is like a church hypocrite, seemingly pious, but se- 
cretly wicked. Brother, to prove the hypocrite to the public, 
you would not detail his acts of charity, his prayers, and ob- 
servances. You would leave him to do that, while you' gave 
the spot, the hour, and the enormity of his continued trans- 
gressions. 

So we do by Free Masonry. And all the difference be- 
tween us, and the supporters of the institution, lies in this one 
point: they regard its prayers and alms as sincere ; while we 
tell the writer, page, and words ; the time, and place, and acts, 
proving it to be a hypocrite of the most abandoned character. 

If each brother will kindly receive this information, and 
calmly inquire how he can have been deceived ? the answer 
is ready, and conveys no reproach to his integrity ; to wit : 

Entering the Lodge upon the point of a sharp instrument , 
in the name of the Lord , he has been deceived with the belief 
that the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ is the God of Free 
Masonry. 

He will be undeceived by the consideration, that the Hin- 
doo Mason enters the Lodge upon the point of a sharp instru- 
ment in the name of the Lord Brahma ; the Chinese, in the 
name of the God Fo ; the Tartars, in the name of the Grand 
Lama. And the conclusion of the matter is, that the novice 
of every nation enters in the name of his idol ; which to the 
constitutions of Free Masonry is one thing with the Lord of 
Hosts. This, is Free Masonry’s ingenious mode of teaching 
Atheism. * 

He has been deceived, seeing the holy oracles always open 
in Lodge, and honoured in the paraphernalia of Free Mason- 
ry. He has thought it proceeded from true reverence of God’s 
Word, and has loved the institution, which so honours the 
Sacred Scriptures, 
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ready to reject the truths which are told, as proceeding 
from a despicable spirit, like tales out of school : they join 
with the supporters of Free Masonry, jest at the abduction 
of a free citizen, and serve for an atmosphere to support 
and diffuse the mists, which naturally arise from this fen of 
vanity and lies, to cover the iniquity of the mystery 5 ma- 
king Captain M. run away to give currency to his book, or 
sending him a peddling ; again, across the Rocky Mountains, 
with a hunter’s habit and fare ; and, last of all, representing 
him a Mahomedan on the shores of the Mediterranean. 

The tongue of falsehood is the sword of 
Free Masonry as certainly as the word of 
truth is the sword of the Lord. The devil knows well, 
that, seeu in his own hand, this sword falls powerless ; and 
be adroitly slips it into the hands of the ministers of Light, 
into the hands of the sons of Truth. They wield it with 
might, not only against the good name of Captain Morgan, 
and against the virtue of his lonely widow, and against the 
honest parentage of his helpless orphans ; but they strike 
with a reckless spirit at the entire host, who have arisen in 
righteous indignation, to protect injured innocence, and to 
vindicate the broken laws. Thousands of these left handed 
sons of Benjamin, can sling a stone to a hair's breadth, in 
behalf of their brethren of Gibeah ; but the ten thousands 
of Israel are beholding, in the story of Captain Morgan's 
fate, as it were, his dead body severed and sent among 
them, to stir their sensibility. They awake : all who see 
it say, there was no such deed done or seen, from the day our 
hr ad came up out of the land of bondage unto this day : 
consider of it ; take advice and speak ; all the people arise 
as one man ; they record their vow in Utica : There shall 
not any of us give his vote to Benjamin to any office; and, 
although defeat may once and again be commissioned to 
chastise us, a final triumph over the enemy is sure. 

It is made a reproach to Anti-Masonry, that it seeks the 
geld of politics ; that it regards men with a view to political 
preferment, as they side upon a question disconnected with 
liberal politics. 
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On this point, the righteous cause gives a 

answer, that it does not seek the field of 
politics \ nor does it seek men in any field : but Anti-Masonty 
does seek, and will seek Free Masonry wherever the crea- 
ture may lurk, in the hall of legislation, on the bench of 
justice, or in the chair of the executive; wherever Free 
Masonry with its iniquitous oaths may hide, there Anti- 
Masonry will lay hold of it, neither abashed by the dignity 
of the ermine, nor lulled by the sanctimony of the surplice. 
Anti-Masonry is a principle ; and principles cannot turn 
aside for men : it is rooted hostility to secret societies, it 
will allow of none ; and men actuated by this principle, are 
constrained to require, that citizens belonging to a secret 
society, should renounce its unequal obligations, to entitle 
them to equal confidence in the community. 

Free Masonry is deeply connected with politics, and Anti- 
Masonry must be. The sly connexion of tbe mystic intriguer 
with party strife, is a secret of the lodge room, unknown to 
honourable men in the Fraternity, and unsuspected by 
the profane ; while the connexion of Anti-Masonry is public, 
honourable, and avowed. The avowal of the one, and the 
discovery of the other happened thus. 

When the outrages of Free Masonry in pe ^n 0 ?he P Leg£ 
New York had been fairly discerned, and htwe. 
their source was clearly seen in the wicked obligations of 
the vain-glorious Order ; when the culprits in public estima- 
tion, insultingly defied the arm of the public authority, and 
pointed, as their security, to their brethren holding the sword 
of justice and the arbitrement of law, and mingling in every 
jury ; when attempts to take suspected criminals, and to 
convict those taken, were sometimes defeated in one unex- 
pected way, and sometimes in another, easily traced to the 
connivance of men active in the brotherhood, and easily ac- 
counted for by the unrighteous oaths of the Order, the in- 
jured people appealed to the Legislature for relief,^pd res- 
pectfully solicited special aid to investigate the true charac- 
ter of the outrages, and to bring the offenders to justice. 
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pi*ed! Fp,r * yerre ’ Their heartfelt jjrayer was a subject of 
ridicTTRTpEebili reported for their relief was 
rejected by a vote of 74 to 23, and theirpublic petition was 
sWfetly refused ; a vote of 4l to 30 laying the subject asleep 
upon the legislative table* 

In that day the people were wroth ^ their houses bad been 
fired by night, their fellow citizens had been kidnapped, bad 
been dragged through the country without law, and one they 
believed, put to death contrary to law, and for sympathy 
they received mocking, and insults instead of redress. 

^Thcir indignant j n that day the incensed people indig- 
nantly resolved to vindicate their own cause ; 
they resolved to place no man in power, to put no man in 
authority over them, to vote for no man who is pledged to the 
interests, and to the honour of a dark Mystery, whose pro- 
fane obligations are held in some minds paramount to all 
laws, human and divine. They .saw the oath to support the 
constitution, and to enforce the laws, sink before the oaths 
to the mystic brotherhood • and this in many men of whom 
they had believed better things. They saw their patriotic 
endeavours ridiculed by men acting in secret combination, 
and defeated; they saw their prayer for legislative aid turned 
rudely aside; they felt in their hearts the insolent threaten- 
ings of men active in the Brotherhood, denouncing to them 
danger in the streets, and insecurity in their dwellings, while 
they continued to wrestle with the giant Free Masonry, and 
their bosoms glowed with just resentment : they determined, 
some religiously, and some .it is to be feared, irreligiously, 
but all determined to be free frpm F ree Masonry ; they would 
not brook it; they would not subtpit to it; they would hot 
endure it. 

itapo^caidea e th d They could not consent to hold their 
houses and property, their liberty, their 
very lives and good name, at the mysterious will of Free 
Masonry. They could not parley with this adversary; 
give its children their preference at the polls, or slumber 
under its holy pretensions, however sustained by official 
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dignity, or personal sanctity. No ; they resolved to ques- 
tion the midnight thing in every shape ; to oppose it in every 
form, and to expel it by the ballot boxes from every high 
place and low place in the gift of the people. It has proved 
false to the constitution, false to the laws, and false to relt- 
gion; and the just vow of its expulsion from every public 
trust went forth in righteous indignation. Those who do 
not know these things will inform themselves : and being 
informed) they cannot condemn Anti-Masonry for improper 
political connexions. They will be themselves compelled 
on principle to side with it, or against it at the polls. 

Thus commenced a moral tempest, which th^purmel^Se 
is pervading the land. Wherevei 4 it comes, air* 
the moral atmosphere is found charged with opposite elec- 
tricities sufficient to sustain the violence of the storm. The 
temper which lighted the midnight conflagration in Batavia, 
which seized and bore away Col. Miller, by daylight, and 
Capt. Morgan by moonlight ; which in the powder magazine 
of Fort Niagara refused to its victim devoted to die, the use 
of a Bible earnestly implored , lest it should lead to the dis- 
covery of the assassins, is found now in many masonic F ra- 
ternities far from the scene of those transactions ; and is 
uniformly met and will be met, with resolute opposition. 
The whirlwind is widely engendered, the elements of the 
Order are thrown into confusion, the affections of ten thou* 
sand bosoms are shaken, families are divided, churches are 
sundered, and no mortal arm can stay the progress of the 
storm : its violence, however, may be moderated, its noxious 
vapours may be dispersed and abstracted, and it may be 
confined to sweep our country of Free Masonry alone; 
clean as the winds of heaven. 

To stop Anti-Masonry we would not ; to gho ^ c 
separate it from politics we caunot ; to turn them.eive« of 
it upon men rather than principles, we will ^quai 

not; but we shall in perfect good temper n * hts ‘ 
continue to present facts which will call the good men in the 
Fraternity to abandon it ; and leave the Order destitute of a 
man qualified to hold any office of trust. Anti-Masonry and 


Digitized by CjOOQle 



74 


anti-vasonic REVIEW, 


[Vol. I. 


politics were lawful ly wedded fej ibe Legislature of New 
York in 182 7 ; no mao can separate them. They despised 
through masonic influence the prayer of the people for the re- 
dress of injuries ; and the people have determined with the 
sword of the ballot box to storm the citadel of power, and to 
appoint them new masters: Free Masonry may complain, 
but it cannot stay their hand. 

Free m*»om Office proves talent, and Masons, by this 
iBtreaeh in ereiy pro^f, have a large share of the talents of 
society. We will not believe, however, that 
considerable districts of our country, yield to the lodges 
every individual resident fit to discharge a public trust ; 
but we know considerable districts, in which the trusts of 
honour and emolument are chiefly held by members of the 
mystic tie. Yet we impute to Masons no design to engross 
all the honours of the people in any case. Did a design 
exist, many, who now aid in producing such a result, would 
revolt and expose it. But it is the nature of the subtle 
institution, to beguile its members ; to seem to shun poli- 
tics, while it secures the best official stations for its mem- 
bers. And thus it is done. 

Men coming together for many miles around, upon the 
frivolous business of Free Masonry, meet in the lodge- 
room, become acquainted, and call each other u brother/ 1 
M Friends and Brothers all.” 


When the Lodge is closed, those retire who have no busi- 
ness, or pleasure to detain them ; the rest tarry, make mer- 
ry, talk over public affairs, and whv will be a candidate for 
this post, and who for that. Their hearts mellow with the 
fraternal spirit, and it is next to impossible in thinking of 
suitable candidates for public office, to keep out of mind 
the worthy brother of their political party, with whom they 
have spent jovial seasons of mirth. The company are of 
one mind; they are a political caucus in effect, without 
suspecting it in their own hearts ; they scatter to their se- 
veral places of abode ; each holds the same language among 
his neighbours, and a concert of opinion is expressed, 
which seems like the utterance of the public will ; no other 
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name is so much spoken of, and the brother mason comes 
quietly into power ; few considering, that, had it not been for 
Free Masonry, ten men in the community would have been 
thought of, sooner than he. 

Ambitious young men see the elevating tendency of the 
Order ; that a union with the Fraternity gives influence 
among the brethren, without injury among the profane ; and 
this induces great numbers to take on them the unequal ob- 
ligations of Free Masonry. 

Because men of opposite political par- PreeMuomy, 
ties gather in the same lodge-room, is not a if »t« nature, girei 

« . 0 7 members a po- 

sufficient reason to believe Free Masonry titicai adrantage. 
innocent of all political influence. It is enough to prove, 
that the Lodge itself is not a caucus ; but When the Lodge 
is closed, politicians of different sects easily draw into 
separate circles, and each circle naturally prefers a brother 
mason of its own political sect, for a candidate to office. 
The Fraternity have no design to impose their own mem- 
bers upon the community as candidates for official sta- 
tions ; it is th» natural result of the secret system itself. 
Whether there be political divisions, or not, the active po- 
litician more naturally has his eye arrested by the qualifi- 
cations of a masonic brother, than a stranger. And thus 
the secret system give* its members an easy but an undue 
political advantage, obtained wholly at the expense of non- 
masons, for the sole benefit of Free Masons. 

The people are jealous of this institution. Anti-ma*onry 
More than fifty newspapers have opened “*to “e’lSed re 
their columns to pourtray its character ; they ,lee P- 
will give it no rest in any public place. Free Masonry 
must hide in its own labyrinths, and those who support it, 
must be content to hide with it. Give Free Masons time 
to examine, and to consider ; in view of their partialities, 
allow double time, if it be used to examine and to consider ; 
aad then every upright and just man will abjure the obliga- 
tions of Free Masonry. But if not, that is their choice, 
and not ours. We would that they should renounce : we 
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give them facts, as we think, demanding it. We give them 
time to consider ; we set before them the consequences, 
not to threaten, but to'assure them we are in earnest. And 
what can we do more? Not for their sakes say : Free 
Masonry, live forever ? 

The politician “ No, P ut doWn Free Ma80nI 7’ but kee P 
ancceeda. out 0 f politics.” The advice may be good, if 

it could be followed. To meet disciplined troops, untrained 
militia are not equal. Free Masonry is a veteran in dis- 
cipline •, and those who would oppose it, must choose some 
form of action, which, by a combination of effort, will enable 
them to meet the phalani of the enemy. To form a society 
to oppose it, would be inconsistent. Only two forms of as- 
sociation exist, ‘which can be turned to this purpose : these 
are religion and politics. If the religious socibties enter 
the field, “priest-craft!” is heard— “ priest-craft ! priest- 
craft!” The knowing ones see it at once; and our 
Churches keep back. Politicians meet it, and beat it ; 
mark it with their aim, and reach it at the polls ; though it 
lift itself on high, they attain to it, they stain the pride of 
its glory, they bring it down to the ground, they trample it 
under foot, they easily, in this free country, make Free 
Masonry bite the dust. Let them alone. 

PrecmMQM Free Masonry will no more die a natural 

roa«ted. death, than sin ; it must be sought out and 

destroyed. Like a troublesome weed, it is not enough to 
root it up ; it must be dried and burnt lest the seed spring 
after the root has perished. Our politicians are effectually 
rooting it up ; our Churches will at length kindle and roast 
it in the fire. 
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MR. SOUTHWICX’S ORATION. 

An Oration delivered by appointment , on lAc fourth day of 
July , 1828, in presence of the Convention of Seceding Free 
Masons , and a i?asf concourse of their fellow citizens , at 
<Ae Presbyterian churchy in the village of Le Roy , in <Ae 
County of Gennessee , and State o/* *Afew Yor/c, iy Solomon 
Southwick, President of the Convention, and once a mark 
Master Mason . “ Ye fiaz?e ploughed wickedness , ye fazue 

reaped iniquity / ye Aax?e eaten t&e yVwit o/* /tee,” ffos. 

x. 13, 14. SI pages, Oct., Albany, Webster and Wood . 

Free Masonry confers upon her foes this high honour, 
that they risk their lives in the discharge k of their duty. In 
time of public tranquillity, occasions are not common, when 
the souls of men are tried for their country ; but in war, 
or in peace, the soul that fearlessly offers itself at the post 
of danger for public goodj is one that a free people will 
honour, and a rescued people will love. 

It is a rare thing fora man voluntarily to The reward of 
throw himself in behalf of his country into l>atnotwm * 
the forefront of the battle, breasting the enemy, and hazard- 
ing a shot from his tardy friends in the rear; but this is glo- 
rious, and, living or dying, men will praise it. No matter if 
the devoted patriot has a fault ; the ransomed people for- 
get it in their gratitude. Every generation of Americans will 
revere the proscribed Samuel Adams, although of a sturdy 
temper, and the brave General Wayne although famifiariy 
called mad Anthony ; and a host of others, who bad pa- 
triotism to expose their lives for their country, and who had 
courage to brave British power for American liberty, but 
yet failed to* emulate the prudence of Washington. These 
men did not split hairs in the public service ; they freely 
devoted fife and Rmb. Their country measures the reward 
of glory in a simitar spirit ; unmindful of their infirmities, 
she records their names in brilliant light upon the page of 
history. 

11 
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Of full we We speak now of tem P er > which is better, 

to have the very violence of Martin Lnther 
with his celebrity among Protestant reformers, or patiently 
to endure the errors of the Church ? Which is better, to 
throw off the yoke of Free Masonry, with the indignant 
feelings of insulted freedom, and of injured truth ; or meek- 
ly to bear that yoke with its profane imposture ? Say, ye 
that find more to condemn in the zeal of Mr. S. than to 
praise in his independence ; that find more to resent in the 
severity of Mr. S. than to admire in his alacrity, and to ap- 
prove in his fidelity ; whether is it better, to leap at once 
out of a foul conspiracy against truth and civil liberty, or 
to tarry ? to leap even beyond the necessary bounds, or to 
wait after conviction, until the way has been cleared by so 
many, that assassination and infamy, the penalty of its 
obligations, are not hazarded in the crowd ? 

Mr. Southwick’f It reflects high honour upon the courage 
mmL and patriotic spirit of Mr. Southwick, that 

be, a Mason, gave his name and influence and paper de- 
votedly to the cause of truth, and to the annihilation of the 
foul mystery of Free Masonry, at a period when the threats 
of that spirit, which drank the blood of Capt. Morgan, were 
loud and appalling ; at a period when scarcely a man east of 
the Gennessee who had a name to give, dared bestow it upon 
the cause of an oppressed people, though convinced that 
cause was just ; at a period when the public prints held si- 
lence, or joined the scoffing of Free Masonry, and the 
whisper of discontent in the circle of the Fraternity, was 
hushed by the potent nod and grip, and sharp rebuke of the 
mistress of signs, the mother of secret abominations. 

To this day distinguished citizens decline giving public 
countenance to a cause which they secretly favour. They 
are ready to wonder that Anti-Masonry should yield its 
honours to Mr. S., little thinking that their own disregard 
of the feelings and interests and righteousness of this power- 
ful party, unfit them to receive its palm. To withhold 
their open favour, and at the same time blame the cause for 
supporting its decided friends in preference, is not wise. 
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Anti-Masonry, in a State convention, Utica, 4th of 
sought one to lead it, who in the eyes of all Aa * ult ’ 18 * 8, 
men, is altogether worthy. His previous engagements for- 
bade his acceptance of the grateful offer? and the party were 
left to rally as they could, or to disperse. Disconcerted 
and broken as their hopes were, the members of the party 
took different courses ; thirty three thousand six hundred 
and forty seven gave their support to a nomination made in 
town meeting, at Le Roy, 6th Sept., and fifteen or twenty 
thousand held on upon their old party denominations. 

The free support under these disadvantageous circum- 
stances of 33647 voters for the first office in their gift, is 
proof of the regard in which the people hold Mr. Southwick’s 
labours, and is an admonition to those who would attain the 
highest honours, that they make the greatest sacrifices. 

Of the services performed by Mr. S. for Anti-Masonry, 
the delivery of this oration is by no means the least. It 
produced a powerful effect upon the audience, and did much 
to strengthen their resolutions against the impious mystery. 
The style of the oration is bold and animating. The picture 
which it presents of the mystical societies of other countries, 
and of other days, admits of enlargement, did the limits of 
an oration permit, and instructs us in the most emphatic 
terms to beware of secret societies. They are “ the sources 
of wide-spread iniquity and corruption they have given 
“ to Atheism, anarchy and confusion, the reins of empire, 
and of wild despotic power.* 5 

Having taken a glance at the sensations produced in 
many breasts of tried patriotism, by the clause in the con- 
stitution of the United States, permitting Congress to sit on 
an emergency with closed doors ; and, also, at the just ap- 
prehensions with which upright men have once regarded 
the Cincinnati, the Democratic Societies, the Washington 
Benevolent Society, and the St. Tammany Society, on the 
score of their secrecy , Mr. Southwick justly exclaims, u Is 
it not both a moral and a political phenomenon, that, 
while those comparatively harmless associations and designs 
alarmed us so much for the safety of our republican institu* 
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tiona, this deadly, dark, and secret combination, this real 
mystery or iniquity has excited neither suspicion nor 
alarm ?” 


wonM* derfroytK The character he has ascribed to Capt. 
name of her tk- Morgan we copy for its. correct expression 
of the feelings of Capt. Morgan’s friends, 
hoping to arouse the public sensibility to the fact, that Free 
Masonry, not content with secretly murdering a freeman, 
has studiously attempted, also, to vilify his honest name, 
and laboured to make it infamous. 


\ 


v 




William Morgan was a man of honour and sensibility. He was a gen - 
ff tleman in his manners, and possessed of mental powers, superior to his 
\humble occupation in life. He was well informed, of a generous, humane, 
mid benevolent disposition, Though 4 a man of sorrows and acquainted 
with grief,’ yet his misfortunes never led him to descend to any act of 
meanness. Amid the shafts of adversity, 4 the proud man’s contumely, 
and the oppressor’s wrong,’ he still preserved the equanimity of hie temper, 
and the dignity of his character. The information he had acquired, he 
possessed a happy faculty of imparting to others ; nor was he less apt to 
enliven the social circle with the scintillations of his wit. These graces of 
mind, added to a pleasing address, rendered bis company agreeable, and 
caused it to be courted even by those in the higher walks of life. One 
frailty — and where is the human being without one frailty — he sometimes 
yielded to ; but he was hot habitually addicted to any vice, and his noble 
soul revolted at the bare idea of a dishonourable deed. It was this high 
sense of houour, which prompted him to yield so cheerfully to the lawless 
and blood thirsty villains, who seized him at Batavia on a false charge of 
stealing. 4 1 will go to Canandaigua, ’ said he, 4 and meet my aocqgqra&ce 
RffiSIfc; f have hothSdgto fear from sdch a charge.’ 

J ' 44 Captain Morgan was, indeed, a man without guile ; brave, frank, and 
(T unreserved ; modest in his demeanour, delicate in expression ; and 
^respectful to the feelings of those with whom he associated. He was a 
Taithful citizen, and proved his fidelity in the field of battle, when his 
country was in danger. He felt the full force of the virtues, which adorn 
the domestic circle, and shed lustre from the humblest roof. The last act 
of his life, which has been so much censured by knaves and fools, flowed 
from the purest motives. 4 My life,’ said Capt. Morgan, 4 is the property 
of my country, and my countrymen have a claim upon my utmost facul- 
ties for the preservation of all that is dear to intelligent freemen. The 
bane of our civil institutions is to be found in an Order powerful and nu- 
merous, and daily becoming more so. It cankers and corrodes to the core, 
the foundation on which justice is based ; and is destined unless timely 
ohecked, to become the leveller, not of proud distinctions, but of social 
order — With its power and corruption, not only individuals may be s&- 
crified, but in time the State. If my life be the forfeit, I owe to my 
* country an exposure of its dangers.’ 

iV v 44 Such briefly was the character of William Morgan, who fell by the 
hand of Masonic assassins, the victim of a dark and a foul and an extensive 
conspiracy against the liberty of the press, and the rights of the citizen; 
and of whose murderers, as a Secret Society , I fear not to predict, that the 
time will arrive, when the thorns and thistles shall come upon their altars , 
and they shall cry to the mountains, cover us ; and to the rocks, fall on res /” 
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The ruffians are not expelled. 

It is an undeniable fact, that of the convicts who have received, or are 
now receiving their punishment for the Morgan outrage; of the masons 
who fled their country, and yet absent themselves from their country on 
account of their concern in that nefarious, mysterious and most unhallowed 
transaction, neither Lodge* Council, Encampment, nor Chapter of the Fra- 
ternity, have at any time expelled, or publicly reprimanded a man; but 
reverend and beloved and most worthy gentlemen have been, in several 
instances, thrust out of the Masonic synagogue, and denounced in Masonic 
prints by a wide-spread publication of the expulsion, for having dared to 
dispute the sanctity of this impious pretender to a divine origin, a fact that 
speaks volumes to her character. Besides, “ The Grand Chapter pro-tem,” 
and several subordinate chapters, were directly implicated in this out- 
rage ; and the general charges against the society are sustained by the 
voices of 30,000 freemen, of age and understanding to speak at the polls, 
men who are on the spot, who know the circumstances, and ftel the wrong 
which has been perpetrated against private rights and public peace; and 
yet no Chapter, or Encampment, or Council, or other masonic authority, 
to clear their own skirts, have disavowed the men guilty of the deed. 
Their own confessions have left the courts of our country only the 
duty of sentencing four of the kidnappers; and mildly it was done, 
wha n fpr stealing ft m an, t hese four were s entenced to imprisonment 
in the County Jail , one for one month, another for three months, a 
third for a year, and the fourth for two years ; and at the same term of the 
court, a poor prSTah^TfbFistealing a"horse, is said to have been sentenced to 
the state^prisnr\ fnr five years ! It is true, the Judge is an upright and ho- 
nourable man, and also, a Free Mason. 

Expel them . 

It it not too l&td yeL The Masonic authorities may safely deal with 
these men, guilty by confession, and with at least four others, guilty by the 
verdict of a jury. The authorities cannot excuse themselves, upon the 
plea that these offenders have humbled themselves, for that is not true of 
them all. Some of them maintain the propriety of Morgan's fate, and of 
their part in it, to this day. Let those guilty men be dealt with ; expel 
them for x mnuuonic and unworthy conduct , and publish in all the papers of 
the United States friendly to Free Masonry, the act of their expulsion : it 
is not too late yet. 

But it is contrary to nature for Free Masonry to disfranchise men who 
have exposed their lives in defence of her privileges ; perfectly natural to 
exalt them to places of masonic honour, and to appropriate money from the 
funds for their maintainance and defence. “ They are justified by the prin- 
ciples of the Order, and are considered as sufferers in a good cause, and 
not as criminals. 9 ' Exalted masons in expression of their sympathy with 
their brethren suffering the loss of liberty in defence of the mysteries of 
the Order, have been assiduous in their attentions to the Masonic convicts 
when in Canandaigua jail, cheering them in prison, and countenancing 
them in their lonely confinement. It is not long since, (we are credibly 
informed,) that a respectable clergyman whose only known connexion with 
liOton Lawson, is masonic and mystical, took tea with him in his cell ! 

THE MASTER MASONS OBLIGATIONS. 

Mr* Southwick presents some points to 
which all Master Masons solemnly swear, in 
the ligjit of sober and interesting truth. 

Mark them well, reader, and if thou hast 


Charity saffereth 
long, is not easily 
provoked, and 
thinketh no evil. 


received them 
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into thy mouth, inquire earnestly “ what shall I do with 
them V % but if thou hast not received them, despise not him 
who has; he did it ignorantly, following the example of 
Franklin, Warren, and Washington, and not of Him who 
said, swear not at all : for he did it ignorantly , and knows 
not yet what he has done. He is an honest man and sus- 
pected no evil ; he is an honourable man, and harboured no 
suspicion of guile; he is a busy man, and had neither time 
nor relish to pore over the terms of his masonic obligations ; 
terms, that before this day he has heard with the ear, but 
has never examined with the eye* He was a young man, 
spare him ; he was deceived by the names of Clinton, Fre- 
derick the Great, and George IV., do not condemn him ; he 
was deluded by the sanctity of prayer, by the reading of the 
holy Oracles, and by the multitude of masonic ceremonies 
— do not reproach him. Give him time to read and to 
reflect; and when you see his mind agitated with this 
matter, sooth him ; when his soul is moved by reckless as- 
persions of the motives of Free Masons, sustain him; and 
when his heart wrings under the effort of conscience to 
pluck the monster from his breast, help him, help him with 
arms of compassion, and strengthen him with bands of iove. 

It is a sore thing to our pride ; it is a severe trial to our 
principles, to reject as false what we have cherished as true; 
to renounce as hateful what we have long embraced as 
lovely ; to abjure as wicked what we have sworn to as holy. 
It is a great change to effect in the mind ; it should not be 
urged ; if it come not at our bidding, it will come? and we 
confidently wait for it* 

The Gavel of the Worshipful smites the table : — 

The Grand Hailing Sign of Distress. 

“ We (all Master Masons *) blindly swear, whenever we see the grand 
hailing sign of distress given, or hear the words accompanying that sign, 
and the person who gives it, appears to be in distress, to fly to his relief at 
the risk of oar lives, should there be a greater probability of saving his 
life, than of losing our own ; and this blind oath we take under its penal- 

* Mr. S. speaks of the oaths according to his degree, a mark-master ; we re- 
view them only as master Masons, and, therefore, omit what is above our de- 
gree, to join with Mr. S. upon the parts of the oath within our cable-tow. 
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ties, without any qualification as to the cause of his apparent distress, 
whether it flow from the commission of crime, or from the visitation gf 

The Brothers ’ Secrets . 

“ We blindly swear, that a Master Mason’s secrets, given to us in charge ) 
as such, and we knowing him to be such, shall remain as secure and invio- 
lable in our breasts, as in his own, MURDER AND TREASON ONLY ) 
EXCEPTED, and these left to our discretion, when communicated to us, v ^ 
to conceal or not; thus binding ourselves, by fair implication, to conceal / 
all the crimes which a brother Master Mason may, to our knowledge, ma- "/ 
sonically commit, or may acknowledge to us that he has committed, hom x 
ever flagrant they may be, only excepting murder and treason, and the cotf- 
cealment or exposure of these discretionary ! 

Obedience to all Masonic Signs. 

44 We blindly swear to obey all signs and summonses, given, handed, sent, 
or thrown to us from a brother Master Mason, or from bodies of just and 
legally constituted lodges of Master Masons; provided they be within the 
" ngth of our cable tow. \ 

44 And this oath we take without any qualification as to the object of 
such masonic signs, or summonses, given, handed, sent, or thrown ; it may \ 
be by the hand of a brother, who is a thief, or a highway-man, flying from 
justice ; a traitor, making his way to the camp of the enemy; a criminal, 
at the bar; or a murderer, whose hands are still reeking with the blood of 
i innocence.” w 


A brother’s er- 
rand and danger. 


The iniquity of the oaths in their bearing 
upon the civil duty of those who take them, 
is here most strikingly brought to view. And it is done in 
perfect soberness, without a shadow of mistake, perceptible 
to our mental vision. Every legally made Master Mason 
has, on his knees, called the Majesty of Heaven to witness 
his faithful assumption of these obligations, as stated by 
Mr. Southwick ; and, furthermore, to go on a Master Ma- 
son's errand , whenever required , even should he have to go 
barefoot and barehead ; if within the length of the cable tow; 
no matter to Free Masonry whether it be an errand of sin, 
or of mercy ; the warning of a counterfeiter, sent to his 
den of discovered associates, or the call of a villain to his 
fellows for deliverance. And he has furthermore sworn, 
“in the presence of Almighty God, and of the Wor- 
shipful Lodge, — to apprise a brother master Mason of all ap- 
proaching danger , if in his power without any exception 
as to the nature of the danger, whether it come in the form 
of a civil officer, or of an assassin. 

Now, brother, what say you to the obli- 
gations of a Master Mason? Obnoxious 


The penalty of 
a Matter’s obliga- 
tions. 
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parts of those obligations are here stated specifically* 
Every Master has legally taken them, hoodwinked, cable- 
towed, and repeating after the Most Worshipful Master of 
the Lodge, in the manner of a hopeful child learning its 
catechism at the lips of a fond mother* Every Master 
Mason made in the school of Modern Masons has assumed 
each and every one of these obligations in the name of the 
Most High, under no less penalty, than to have his body se - 
nvered in two , in the midst , and divided to the north and souih r 
1 1 his bowels burnt to ashes in the centre , and the ashes scattered 
\V to the four winds of heaven . 

ob^Ttion 11 ^^ are re *°l ute > anc * ®ake no exceptions ; 

for the legal oath makes none. Masons made 
informally we are not called to notice; every one legally 
made in a Modern Lodge has assumed the obligations quoted; 
and, lest any forgetful master of the lodge should lose from 
his recollection the terms of the oath (which he may on no 
consideration write down;) and thus the blind candidate 
should at any time after plead that he did never take this and 
this obligation in the oath, the fiend who framed the oath, 
attached to it this proviso : if any part of this my solemn oath 
or obligation be at this time omitted , I hold myself amenable 
thereto , whenever informed ; and sealed it with the signet of 
Heaven, and sanctioned it with infernal penalties ! 
totaoSud Now > brother Master, we see no way of 
most renounce. escape for you from this oath of Free Ma- 
sonry. Probably you repeated its terms in the confusion 
of the strange scene without considering their import : but 
this is a time of calm reflection, and you have to determine, 
whether you will hide the revolting thing, as a sweet mor- 
sel under the tongue or whether you will spit it from you 
as the poison of sin : it certainly is in your mouth . Possibly, 
some of the obnoxious items escaped the memory of the 
Most Worshipful , and you escaped the mouthing of them 
after him ; but you could not escape the proviso in the con- 
clusion, which spreads over every part of the oath, like a 
spider’s web across the door, that no man can pass without 
breaking it. 
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And it is broken by every honest Mason, 0 rT£joSE!ir itio " 
and mast be broken. Will gentlemen bail 
tiie sign of a Mason given by a vagabond in the streets T 
But they, as apprentices, are sworn under penalty of having 
their throats cut across, always to hail the signs of Free 
Masonry, and the oath makes no exceptions : it takes no- 
tice only of the sign , and none of him who gives it, book 
mason, adulterer, or traitor. Will gentlemen of the court, 
or of the jury, regard the grand hailing sign of distress given 
by a culprit in distress for the sword of justice impending 
over his head ? They might rescue him without the least 
danger of their lives ; and the Master Mason’s oath requires 
them to fly to the relief of a distressed brother, if there be 
a greater probability of saving his life, than of losing their 
own! Will gentlemen, sheriffs, coroners, and constables, 
having precepts, or warrants for brother Masons, or execu- 
tions to levy on their property, notif) r them of the coming 
danger that they may conceal the one and avoid the other ? 

But they are sworn to apprise a brother of all approach- 
ing danger, be it danger to his life, liberty, or property ; of 
all approaching danger ; be it the plague, or an enemy, or 
the arm of the law to arrest him for transgression. — Will 
brethren in the ministry, who stand for the obligations of 
Free Masonry, as for the cross, who renounce the brethren 
as peijured, that renounce these oaths ; will they bear the 
message of guilt from one offender to another ? Will they 
carry the billet doux of a paramour ; provided it be a brother 
mason's errand, to one who is neither wife, nor sister, nor 
daughter to another brother mason ? Will they ! — Will 
they ! — They have sworn to go, barefoot or barehead, on a 
brother's errand, without making any evasion, or mental 
reservation, or exception of any sort, save that it shall be 
within the length of a cable tow . 

Now brother masons choose whether to ..™ e ui lip .i!L ot “ 

the cable tow. 

keep or to renounce these oaths. We an- 
nounce to you, what, as Master Masons, legally made in the 
Modem Lodges, you have pledged the holy Creator of all 
things without tergiversation to perform. You have ; (there 

12 
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legally made Modem Masons, you have : you have done it 
item by item, if you were made by “ a bright mason and 
you have dooe it in bulk, though you were made by 4< a rusty 
mason:” that remarkable clause, “if any part of thib toy 
solemn oath or obligation be at this time omitted, I hold 
myself amenable thereto whenever informed,” embraces 
you, holds you, a very slip knot in the stygian cable tow 5 
the more the choking mason struggles, the closer it draws. 

Ancient masoni We know some masons, who are in the 
ib part cxc«pted. 0 f asserting, that the oaths hs published 

are false : but if any man asserts that these are false, he kriows 
not what he says. If he says he was not sensible that Free 
Masonry puts its members under these obligations, that is 
the truth ; he was unconscious of it. Also, different 
sects of masons have existed with different modes of work- 
ing ; Modems and Ancients have divided the Fraternity in 
all parts of the world. Many fathers among us were 
initiated Ancients , and with others, had not all these obliga- 
tions imposed on them. But all the Free Masonry now 
used in these United States so far as we can learn, is of the 
mode of working introduced and disseminated by Webb 
and Co. ; and that is Modern Masonry, and contains, (if we 
may affirm any thing positively of a thing changeable) the 
obligations as here stated. 

Freemasonry, a Such oaths cannot be kept. By the ne- 
school of peijury. ces8 ity of the case, honest men are practised 
to keep what they consider solemn obligations in the One 
part, and to break them in another; they are practised to 
peijury in the only way it could be imposed upon them; — 
practised to keep an oath not in its strictness, which is im- 
possible, but as well as they consistently can ! to perform 
an oath, not in its letter, nor in its spirit, but in such parts 
as in their judgment seems good, and, in other parts, not 
keep, but violate it : and they become accustomed to mea- 
sure the obligation of an oath, not with a faithful conscience, 
but with a fancied cable-tow . A more exquisite snare for 
youthful consciences, could not be contrived ; a more sub- 
tle school of perjury, could not be instituted; a more erro- 
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neous rule of construing the obligations of an oath* could 
not be disseminated in an enlightened and Christian com- 
munity, than is unfolded in the mystic lodges of Free Ma- 
sonry. 

The candidate’s swearing in all the so- Don Quixote’s ©e- 
leranity, and under all the penalties of the lebratedoaUu 
monstrous oath, if any part be at this time omitted , he will 
hold himself amenable thereto, whenever informed , surpasses 
any thing of the same kind on the page of history. It is 
the perfection of Quixotism ; an extravagant fancy enacted 
with great solemnity. “ I swear,” says the Don, (when in 
pain with the ear which he had lost in deadly strife with the 
Biscainer,) “by all that is contained in the four holy evan- 
gelists, to lead the life that the great Marquis of Mantua 
led, when he vowed to revenge the death of his nephew ; 
(which was, not to eat bread on a table cloth, nor to solace 
himself with his wife, and other things, which , though I do 
not now remember , I allow here for expressed;) until 1 am 
fully revenged on him, who hath done me this outrage.” 

It is a matter of fact, and, therefore, unfit Freemason’* 
fora jest, that Free Masonry has, in this in- markable, 
stance, outdone the folly of the Knight of La Mancha : he 
had read the oath of the great Marquis of Mantua, though 
its items were not all remembered ; his eyes had dwelt on 
the page, where it was written, and he could tell what it 
did not contain; but the candidate for Free Masonry never 
beholds the oath he must swallow ; never beholds the face 
of the sky, the glorious sun, nor the starry firmament, while 
she administers it ; as if the light of the day, or the light of 
the moon, or even the ray of a taper would be enough* if 
fairly admitted to his eyes, to discover to him her fraud, 
and his own transgression. He takes it for better or worse, 
as it is repeated to him, and gravely adds, “ if other things 
in this my solemn oath are forgotten, I wiU allow them 
whenever they are remembered.” 

This climax of absurdity and impiety, is p^^Tive^d- 
attained “ in the sublime degree of a Mas- ence. 
ter Mason.” Free Masonry, we are taught in all the books, 
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is 44 a progressive science,”* With such progress in the 
first three degrees, it is perfectly natural that, by the time 
the candidate reaches the seventh degree, called in the 
books The Holy Royal .Arch, he should be required, in ad- 
dition to his obligation as a Master, to fly to the rescue of 
a brother, giving the grand hailing sign of distress, now to 
promise and swear, that he will aid and assist a Compa- 
“ nion Royal Arch Mason, whenever he shall see him en- 
“ gaged in any difficulty, so far as to extricate him from 
44 the same , whether he be right or wrong.” 

The advisee This is a small advance to make in four 

made. 

degrees of a. progressive science. The mason 
swears in the third degree, first , to run barefoot and bare- 
head, if necessary, on a brother's errand ; second , to risk 
bis life if necessary, for the relief of a brother's distress ; 
third , to obey all regular signs, summonses, or tokens, given 
by the hand of a brother ; and fourthly , to apprise a brother 
of all approaching danger, if in his power ; it is but a little 
step to add, that he will assist him in any difficulty, so far 
as to extricate him from the same, whether he be right or 
wrong. 

A word long on- Those words, whether he be right or 

dantood, is now ® 

expressed. wrong , stumble the faith of some. But they 

Heed not. The same thing in essence is sworn over and 
over again in the Master’s obligation. Put the clause, 
44 whether he be right or wrong,” after each of the obliga- 
tions above enumerated, and the sense is not changed, ex- 
cept as it is more fully expressed. The Master swears to 
run barefoot and barehead, on a brother’s errand, (right or 
wrong ;) to risk his life for a brother in distress, (whether 
he be right or wrong ;) to obey all signs, tokens, &c. given, 
sent or thrown by a brother, (be the object right or wrong;) 
to apprise a brother of coming danger, (whether he be right 
or wrong.) No qualification is made, no limitation is added ; 
he swears to do these things indefinitely ; which is the 
modest way Free Masonry takes to pledge her Masters to 

♦ Vide Free Mason's Monitor , Ed.‘ 1802, p> 49. Illustrations of Masonry , 
B. 2. S. 4. F. M. Library, p. 165. 
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serve one another, on every occasion, — right or wrong ; 

' with her “holy royal arch companions,” she is less reserved, 
with them she takes greater liberties, to them she unbur- 
thens her heart, right or wrong . 

After having in the three intermediate degrees renewedly 
sworn in the same indefinite manner, the candidate is made 
in the Royal Arch degree to swear definitely, to swear in so 
many words, what in truth he had repeatedly sworn before 
according to a correct understanding of the expressions, 
viz. to aid and assist a brother, so far as to extricate him 
from difficulty, whether he be right or wrong. 

u I do not doubt you believe it,” says a gentleman, “ but 
it cannot be true. Washington never took that oath.” 

Washington did not take that oath. Royal Arch Masonry 
was not known in America in his day. He was only a Mas- 
ter Mason, and, if legally made, he took the Master’s obliga- 
tions, probably those of an Ancient Master. 

The Royal Arch Mason swears further- 
more : “ that a Companion Royal Arch ought to advance 

, . . . ’.the candidate one 

Mason’s secrets, given in charge as such, step, 
and I knowing him to be such, shall remain as inviolable in 
my breast, as in his own when communicated to me, mur- 
der and treason not EXCEPTED.’’ To a Master Mason 
this is not surprising. He is sworn in these same words, 
reading only, instead of not, before excepted; and then 
secrecy upon the two crimes excepted, is at his option. 
This obligation of the Master Mason is repeated in the Past 
Master’s Degree ; and again in the Most Excellent Master’s 
Degree ; the Royal Arch comes next* and, as Free Masonry 
is a progressive science, it is fair by this time to expect a 
slight advance toward Masonic perfection. Murder and 
treason have been three, several times excepted from" the 
obligation of secresy under discretion ; the fourth time they 
fall out of the state of discretionary exception info th&xule 
of absolute secresy : noTWKg can be more natural. 

* WeTiave spoken with the assurance th at the Royal Arch 
oa th accords with, the Le Rny rpyp)atinn.g ; and our pre- 
sumption will excite indignation in the bosoms of many 
worthy Companions, who insist that murder and treason are 
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still excepted in that oath. Some declare further, that the 
words right or wrong are interpolated at Le Roy. 

Be it as these worthy gentlemen say : it only proves that 
the oath, as well as the professions of Free Masonry, vary 
according to circumstances : that she who swears upon the 
four Gospels, and upon the Koran with perfect indifference, 
who solemnly swears by Jehovah, or by Ja-beu Ion, or by 
Brahma, to suit her convenience, does, also» to suit her con- 
venience, use the words right or wrong expressed or under- 
stood; and does to suit circumstances admit the express 
and absolute concealment of murder and treason; or leaves 
them as before, in a state of discretionary exception. 

We cannot and will not doubt the testimony of honour- 
able men ; and when in relation to Free Masonry, their as- 
sertions vary, we easily reconcile it in the knowledge of the 
(act that Free Masonry itself varies : it is a proper cam elion ; 
and if one hoodwinked traveller says it is green , we believe 
him ; and if another cable-towed brother says it is blue r w e 
believe him ; and if another says it is white^ we believe him ; 
for it is the nature of the hidden thing, to assume various 
hues. 

“ *Tis green ; I saw it with these eyes.” 

“ I’ve seen it, Sir as well as you, 

“ And must again affirm it blue,” — 

“ *Tis ^reen, ’tis green, Sir, I assure ye,” — 

44 Green !” cries the other in a fury, — 

“Sirs,” cries an umpire, “cease your pother, 

“The creature’s neither one, nor the other.” 

The wisdom of the old serpent could not have furnished 
a more suitable sanction, than is appended to the oath of a 
Royal Arch Mason by way of penalty. An oath framed to 
cover conspiracy : to rescue the brotherhood from difficulty ; 
to apprise a brother of every approaching danger ; and to 
obey a brother, a wicked man , when he winketh with his eye , 
when he speaketh with his feet , when he teacheth with his fin- 
gers , is fit only for the following impious conclusion : “ To 

all of which I do most solemnly promise and swear ; — bind- 
ing myself under no less penalty, than to have my skull 
struck off, and to have my brains exposed to the scorching 
rays of the sun ; so help me God, and keep me steadfast in 
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the doe performance of the same.” We na^e’-never beard 
the truth of the penalty questioned. 

No comment upon these obligations of a 


4 * 

Free Masonry’s 

Royal Arch Mason will compare with that upon th^Roya! 
made by the Fraternity itself in the abduc- Arch obligations. 

tion and destruction of Capt. Morgan : not a mason below 
a Royal Arch Companion, was permittefTo dip a finger in 
the transaction ; “and further-more,” when the Fraternity 
at Lewiston generally came by their vicinity to Fort Niagara, 
and by fheir intimate relation to many of the conspirators, 
to know the whole affair ; (as classmates at college well 
know the circumstances attending a violation of the college 
laws, though they do not move in the matter ;) the chapter 
was assembled at Lewiston, and during eleven days in four- 
teen, it freely raised every mason in that region w ho would 
endure it, to the Royal Arch degree, and muzzled him with 
the Royal Arch oaths, so that no oath in a court of justice 
to this day is found sufficient to unlock his mouth. 

My countrymen “ consider of it ; take advice, and speak. 1 ’ 

Even Fox, the coachman, who in their a further com- 
haste had been employed to drive the car- mentar y- 
riage of the Grand Chapter pro tern * from Lewiston to Fort 

* On the trial of Sheriff Bruce, E. P., a gentleman honourable and ex\ 
act in his dealings, the Royal Arch Mason whose carriage and horses> 
from Rochester bore away Capt. Morgan toward Lewiston, was asked 

“ Who engaged that carriage ?’’■ — 44 Dont recollect.” 

“ Where was it to go?” — 44 To the Installation at Lewiston.” 

44 Who came at the appointed time for it ?” — 44 1 dont recollect.” 

44 What was the colour of the carriage ?” 

44 It was this or that, I dont remember which.” 

44 What was the colour of the horses ?” 

44 This or that; I cannot precisely recollect which.” 

14 Who drove the carriage ?” 

44 1 do not recollect ; Parker, or Parkhurst, or some such name.” 

44 How far did it go ?” — 44 Dont know.” 

n How long was it absent ? ” — 44 1 dont recollect.” 

44 Who paid you for the use of it?’* — I have not been paid.” 

44 But, Mr. I\, are you in the habit of doing business in this way : letting 
a carriage and horses several days, and get no pay for it ? Did you make 
no charge of it ?” 

44 1 made a memorandum on a scrap of paper at the time : 

Dr. Grand Chapter pro tern. 

To Carriage and Horses to Lewiston. 

u But l never presented the bill.” 

“ Who were the Grand Chapter pro tem ?” 

41 1 have heard, but dont now recollect.” /' 
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Niagara, was soon after brought into the Lodgeroom, and 
initiated into thorny steries of Free Masonry 1 1 ~!t is be- 
lieved that the sole object of the conspirators was to muzzle 
him. Be that as it may, Non mi recordo was the sum of this 
man’s testimony, when required by the laws to tell the whole 
truth, on the trial of Sheriff Bruce. 

Men, brethren, and Christians ! shall we continue to feel 
bound by oaths containing wicked obligations ? Shall we 
yet bold ourselves amenable to the new obligations of an 
oath, whenever informed ? Shall we sanction the sin of 
giving away our lives in penalty of our transgressions ? Or 
shall we rather cast away the oaths of Free Masonry, as a 
league with the powers of darkness, a covenant with 
death, and an agreement with hell ? Truly, those who will 
not be bound in their intercourse with men by these obli- 
gations, if they have inconsiderately assumed them, ought 
considerately and conscientiously to renounce them : those 
who have taken and will resolutely keep them , cannot expect 
on all occasions to enjoy public confidence. 

rev. joel parker’s sermon. 

The Signs of the Times ; a Sermon, delivered in Rochester , 

December 4,1828, the day of Public Thanksgiving ; by 

Joel Parker , Pastor of the Third Presbyterian Church . 
\&pp. octavo , Rochester , E. Peck <Jr Co, 1828. 

We hail this sign with the anti-sign of a true brother. 
The day of public thanksgiving affords new matter of gra- 
titude, when a highly-esteemed clergyman, a Royal Arch 
Mason, publicly unburthens his mind of the. sinful weight 
of Freemasonry. 

We hail this sign with peculiar joy. In undertaking a 
mortal contest with Free Masonry, we were influenced 
against the frowns and the threatenings of men, by a sense 
of Christian duty. Had it not been our conviction, deeply 
laid in a close investigation of the subject, that Free Ma- 
sonry is, in its nature, hostile to truth, and to divine Reve- 
lation, at that time no inducement, connected with this 
subject, could have withdrawn us from the peaceful, useful, 
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arid happy life of academic instruction, to engage in the 
trying scenes of public controversy, where our foes are 6f 
odt own household in the faith; and our stoutest adversa- 
ries aire fethers in the Churches ! 

We entered the field, conscious of the ow* » a holy 
ift&liee of tongues, of the terror's which walk 
in darkness, and of fee violence which breaks forth at noon- 
day. But We did not come to the war on our own account ; 
ire knew before hand in whom we trusted. If the Lord be 
/a* 8 as* ioho shall be against us ? We come against extreme 
falsehood, against delusion in all the ramifications of so- 
briety, against infidelity robed in the attire of religion. Our 
- enemy takes refuge in the holiest places, the Sanctuary ; in 
_ fee highest places, the chair of state ; in the darkest places, 
the lodge-room. We follow him into the lodge-room, and— 
“peijmy ! perjury!” — We find him in most of the public 
offices ; and the question, how came you here ? is answered 
merely with A caution to us, u to avoid meddling in poli- 
tics!.” We seize him m the sanctuary, and the keepers 
treoaUe, as if, by mistake, Samson had laid hold on the 
pillars of the church, instead of the columns of Dagon’s 
proud temple. 

The missionary goes with his life in his The Missionary 
hand, to Cafiy the truth to the heathen ; and <1? the 

the prayers of the Church accompany him ; chure “* 
he isf cheered by the sympathies of thousands, and animated 
with the encouragement of men distinguished for piety and 
Worth* His enemies are strangers ; his foes show them- 
selves t they shun not the light. His spirit is borne upward 


by the heavenly dove, whose wings of consolation fen upon 
the soul through the breath of simultaneous prayer offered 
in every Christian fend. He rejoices in strength, and con- 
fronts his heathen opposers. 

How different is his lot who meets the Our stoutest foe* 
followers of the Lamb m the very front of ^*^ei? lie ” oft,le 
fee host of his adversaries ! Who, for their greeting, Whom 
tie admires in every Christian enterprise, receives con- 
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tumely ; for their prayers, receives evil surmises; and for 
their love, reproach. “ If it had been an enemy, 1 could 
have borne it.” We could confront adversaries of the 
truth ; but to meet the bright armour of Christian purity 
and faith, not only arrayed, but employed, against our fee- 
ble efforts, has filled us often with deep humiliation : has 
made the exclamation of the despised prophet of Israel, 
the meditation of our heart : “ I was no prophet, neither 
was I a prophet’s son ; but I was a herdman, and a gatherer 
of sycamore fruit ; and the Lord took me, as I followed the 
flock ; and the Lord said unto me, Go, prophesy unto my 
people Israel.” 

When clergy- Members of the Masonic fraternity, who 

men renounce) we J ’ 

take courage. are not with us, are against us. Neutrality 
in their case is impossible : they are bona fide supporters of 
the institution, until they withdraw from it their name , as 
well as their presence. The full weight of their influence 
and example stigmatizes our attempt with folly ; our un- 
derstanding with delusipn; our motives with sin: and, 
when one judicious man firmly crosses the Rubicon, and 
declared with us, Free Masonry is an imposture ; when he 
publicly comes forth, and pronounces the Institution to be 
worthless and evil, we feel as did Paul, when the brethren, 
coming out from Rome to meet him, “ as far as Appii Fo- 
rum — he thanked God, and took courage .” 

The publication of this sermon was requested under the 
signature of ten gentlemen, five of whom are Royal Arch 
Masons, and it is issued, as it was preached , without note 
or comment, lest in their passion men should impute con- 
sequence to an alteration , however unimportant. 

The Pharisees and the Sadducees also came, and tempting , de- 
sired him that he would show them a sign from heaven • 
He answered and said unto them , When it is evening , ye 
say , It will be fair weather , for the sky is red : and in the 
morning , It will be foul weather to day , for the sky is red 
and lowering . 0, ye hypocrites , ye can discern the face 

of the sky ; but can ye not discern the signs of the times ? 
Matt. xvi. 1,2,3. 
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The moral defection of man has rendered his character a mats of in- 
consistencies — its symmetry is destroyed, its beauty defaced; and it stands 
like the column of some dilapidated temple of antiquity, great in its ruins. 
His natural powers remain, but his moral character is prostrated ; his in- 
tellect is unshorn of its strength, but his affections are grossly perverted. 
While he seizes upon the gifts of Providence, and appropriates them to the 
purposes of life, with a skill almost divine, this very wisdom leads him to 
know not God. While he traces the connexions of causes with their ef- 
fects in the physical world ; while he measures the heavens by a sure as- 
tronomical observation, and penetrates the earth, and examines its internal 
structure; while he enters the secret chambers of Nature, and inquires 
successfully into her hidden mysteries, he is slow to learn, even from a well 
attested revelation, and a distinctly marked providence, the character of 
Nature’s God. While he watches the changes of civil governments, and 
with political sagacity anticipates the future, he is well nigh blind to the 
great moral changes which God is effecting, that he may establish the 
kingdom of Jesus Christ.” 

The preacher then exhibits some of the signs of the great 
moral changes which God is effecting for the happiness of 
this American people, and for the glory of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom : the improvement in arts, the saving of labour by 
inventions, the increase of population, the diffusion of learn- 
ing, and the acquisition of political experience: the grow- 
ing favour, and increased usefulness of our religious charita^ 
ble Societies. We extract from his remarks upon that 
happy sign of the times, the Sabbath School. 

“ To show the moral power of this institution, I mention two facts. — 
After the Sunday school had been in successful operation for a long 
time in England, a careful inquiry was made in all the prisons, to learn if 
there were any there who had ever enjoyed Sabbath school instruction, 
and not one could be found. A similar inquiry has also been made in the 
prisons in New York city, and among the vast number of juvenile delin- 
quents, not one can be found from the Sabbath schools. The inference is 
plain — if this institution becomes universal, crime ceases, and henceforth 
onr prisons stand as the empty monuments of the depravity of a past age.” 

No man who loves his country, or loves his species* can 
fail to delight in this view of the moral and happy influence 
of the Sabbath school. 

The picture of our country and its hopes, is drawn with 
original brilliancy in the following lines. 

*• Instead, therefore, of representing the prospects of this nation, as some 
of our political orators have done, by painting before you the temple of 
liberty, supported by Grecian columns, to signify the firmness and dura- 
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bility of oar constitution $ having within it the Genius of America, attired 
in a Republican dress, bearing the arts in one hand, and the scrolls of 
science in the other ; and the whole scene graced by the presence of the 
father of his country, unfolding the Declaration of American Independence ; 
instead of representing it by such a scene, I would represent it by a very 
different spectacle. I would present before you, in one group, the moral 
means which are operating to enlighten and purify the nation. I would 
show you a vast amphitheatre, where the three hundred thousand Sabbath 
school children of America should be placed on the ascending seats, rank 
above raok, and extending on all sides as far as the eye can reach. As 
they were engaged in their song of praise, the guardian angels of the other 
moral and religious institutions should hover around, shouting in louder 
strains. Hosanna to the Son of David 1 Hosanna to the Son of David ! Ho- 
sanna in the highest !” 

The Rev. author proceeds to inquire : — 

“ Are there no great evils counteracting all this fancied good ? Is there 
no domestic sin silently operating to undermine both private and public 
virtue ? Is there no political crime whose tendency it is to bring the judg- 
ment of God upon the nation ? Is there no mischievous institution, attired 
like an angel of light, but yet operating slowly and surely against the oauae 
of truth and righteousness ? We answer, all these evils exist ; but another 
peculiar sign of the times is, that every one of those evils is opposed by 
such a combination of moral means, as promises their utter extinction.” 

He names Intemperance for the domestic sin ; for the 
political crime, Slavery ; and for the institution attired like 
an angel of light, Free Masonry . In enlarging upon the 
latter topic he observes : 

“ It may be said that ‘ this is a political question, involving 
a great party strife, and on this account it ought not to be 
introduced into the pulpit. 1 

“ The principle here assumed is undoubtedly true. Party 
politics, as such , ought never to be brought into the sacred 
desk. But still, a subject on which there is much political 
excitement, may have such a moral bearing, that the rainisr 
ter of Christ cannot innocently keep silence.” 

of Christian 1 felth? This ls ri g^ teous judgment, and in the 

application of his rule of action to the sys- 
tem of Free Masonry, our Rev. brother has discovered 
sound wisdom. A member of the institution, worthy md 
well qualified, he deemed it his duty, in view of the immpral 
and irreligious tendency of Free Masonry, from the desk to 
pronounce the system an imposture, notwithstanding its po- 
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litical connexions. He knew when he did it, that the 
geance of malicious tongues awaited him, and that it would 
he seized as ^n ocpasion against the Gospel of our Lord: 
But set as a shepherd over the flock of the Lord Jesus, and 
having known and tried and proved the temper of Free 
Masonry, he bearded the lion, remembering that by &itb 
ancient believers had 44 subdued kingdoms, wrought righto* 
oqsness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of liona, 
quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, 
Out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, 
ap d turned to flight the armies of aliens.” Wisdom is justi- 
fied of her children • 

Before proceeding to deal with Free Masonry, the faith- 
ful preacher notices one other objection. 

“ It is qften suggested, in the form of an inquiry, as if the objection were 
unanswerable , 4 If masonry be an injurious institution, why was it not de- 
clared before ? The abduction of Morgan has not changed the character of 
the institution : and all good men among Masons, as well as others, disap- 
prove of that transaction.’ It is true the character of the institution is not 
changed » but thpt act, whether it be considered as a legitimate result of 
Masonic principles or not, excited attention ; attention produced investiga- 
tion ; and investigation has produced a change of sentiments. Precisely 
as thousands came out from the Catholic church, in consequence of a 
certain individual’s being somewhat imprudent in the sale of indulgences 
to sin. It was not the conduct of Tetzel that ejected that wonderful 
change, and shook all Europe to its centre ; yet his conduct war mmr 
sion of the change. It led men to reflect : reflection produced a change of 
sentiment in a few ; this change in a few, and their exertions, kept np the 
spirit of inquiry, till the whole face of the moral world was changed. 

“ la the same maimer , bftB one apt of violence awakened the attention of 
men to this subject ; a great political excitement has been pre*ted ; thip 
excitement has led men to reflect ; and a great many honest men haye be- 
come convinced that Masonry is an injurious institution. If it had been 
the religion of Christ, the result of reflection had been far different. It 
would have led more to embrace than to forsake it. But this institution 
h$s something in its character which is peculiar— something which makes 
it to appear the worse, the mere it is thought of.” 

To every Protestant reader this illustration of the effeef 
of Capt. Morgan’s abduction is very happy and pompletefy 
satisfactory. The church has in it a redeeming principle, 
which comes out of the fire of controversy* the brighter for 
the trial; but Free Masonry consumes in the conflict of 
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opinions ; in the light of truth, it shrinks from its ample di- 
mensions to an insignificant point. 

An oath to tin, It is a fearful truth, that u Free Masonry 
has something in its character which is pe- 
culiar — something, which makes it to appear the worse, the 
more it is thought of.” And we cannot doubt that the 
worthy divine, whose experience has in this point perfectly 
coincided with our own, will on further reflection find the 
thing worse and yet worse , until he regards himself just as 
much bound by its oaths, as he would be bound by an oath 
to the father of lies. Men carry their honesty too far who 
keep covenant with sin ; who serve the foul fiend all their 
life, because they once agreed to ; who will not forsake 
Mammon, because they have sealed their allegiance to him 
with an oath. Doubtless we may revolt from the devil, 
though held by a profane obligation ; our sin, brethren, lies 
in the taking, and it cannot lie in the breaking of three, 
seven, or thirty oaths, requiring us to do evil. 

Our excellent pastor clears himself of any intention to 
meddle “ with the character of those who are conscien- 
tiously attached to the Masonic Fraternity, unless it be to 
protect them from the imputation of unworthy motives. 
That there are good men on both sides of this question, no 
cool and reflecting mind can possibly doubt. That there 
are bad men on both sides, is also perfectly obvious. Our 
business, however, is neither with the one, nor the other, but 
with the moral character of the institution itself. Every 
good man in the Masonic Fraternity, is not only willing, 
but desirous, that all the light should be thrown upon the 
moral bearings of the institution, that can possibly be ob- 
tained.” 

Thus carefully prepared with charity for the advocates 
of Free Masonry, and with answers to their objections, he 
proceeds to show u wherein Free Masonry is an institution 
of immoral tendency and now this fearless and faithful 
witness, should without curtailment finish his discourse, but 
our limits forbid. 


Digitized by CjOOQle 



AND MONTHLY MAGAZINE. 


99 


No. 3.] 

44 I. Free Masonry is an Imposture . 

44 II this be shown, no matter how good the institution is in other respects 
, — as we do not allow of pious frauds in this age of light — if it be an impos- 
ture, it is morally injurious. Yet it makes several imposing and false pre- 
tensions. 

1. It pretends to have been instituted by good men in an early age, and 
Scripture history is perverted to make it speak in its favour . And yet it ap- 
pears from Masonic books, that it originated in a mechanics 1 society in the 
city of London. 

2dly. It pretends to be divine . By some, and we believe by the greater 
part of masonic writers, it is understood to be an institution, from heaven ; 
by others, as a peculiarly wise and sacred institution, founded upon the 
Holy Scriptures, and receiving the protection of a special Providence, 
while there is no evidence that it has existed for one hundred and fifty 
years, and it originated in a company of brick-layers. 

3dly. Masonry pretends to give a clue , at leasts to some important know- 
ledge, It talks of geometry and astronomy, as if it were the design of Ma- 
sonry to give some important helps to these sciences ; yet there is not so 
much knowledge of the sciences exhibited in the first seven degrees, as may 
be learned from one page of Webster’s spelling book. And when its science 
is acquired, if it may be said to have any, it is all something which every 
man of intelligence knew before. I shall be understood by masons, when I 
say, that an ignorant man may become a 44 bright mason” and be an igno- 
rant man still. In a catechism of masonry, published under the sanction of 
the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania and the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, it 
is boldly asserted, that 44 Masonry teaches the art of finding out new arts ,” 
and enables men “to foretell future events.” Whether such imposing 
pretensions, founded in the most unblushing falsehood, entitle this institu- 
tion to be considered the handmaid of religion, or whether they be marks 
of the beast, characterising the institution as an imposture, candid and in- 
telligent men will judge.” 

44 Again : Masonry pretends to be a charitable institution “ Its charity 
is like this: a company of men have thrown into a common stock, from 
four to sixty dollars apiece, with this express understanding, that, if any 
of these members should come to want, they should be entitled to relief 
from this common fund.” 

“ I notice but one thing more in the moral character of this institution. 
Its religious worship is purely theistical. Free Masonry makes many pray- 
ers, but they are prayers offered without the acknowledgment of a Saviour. 
Our Saviour has not told us that we may worship God without mentioning 
his name, merely that we may have the privilege of joining in worship 
with his enemies.” 

“ With these remarks on the imposture and the theistical principles of 
Masonry, we leave it for political men to settle its political bearings. 
Among the other extensive evils in this country, Free Masonry must fall 
before the power and the light of free inquiry. A spirit has gone forth on 
this stibject that will not rest till the institution is levelled with the dust. 
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Whatever motives the political party may be actuated by# m oppbsihg it, 
ftit party, like a battle-axe of the Almighty, has cut down the grotes, And 
hewed away, with tremendous power, the outworks of the Masonic temple, 
and opened its boasted sanctum sanctorum to the gaee of vulgar eyes.” 

“ In this age of light and inquiry, I think I hear God saying, with regar d 
to this imposture, ‘ My people, come out of her.* Let Christians, then, as 
they become enlightened on this subject, act openly, and agreeably to ttmlr 
convictions, and make a united, public declaration of their purpose, hence- 
forth, to lend their influence against the institution of Free Maso&ry, but 
At tile same time, avoid that uncharitable and anathematizing spirit, Which 
instead of enlightening, only provokes those who may differ from them on 
thfc subject.” 


We the undersigned , having formerly associated with the Free Masons , 
deem it our duty , without intending to increase excitement , or to wound the 
fieUngs of out Masonic brethren , publicly to declare , that the system of Free 
Masonry it, in our judgment , of a tendency on the whole pernicious to the 
i natat habits, and dangerous to the civil and religious institutions of our 
country. 


Rev 

Rev. 

Rev. 


New York. 


LEONARD BLEECKER, } 

LEWIS TAPPAN, $ 

MATTHEW LA RUE PERRINE, D.D. Auburn. 
JOEL PARKER, Rochester , 

CHAUNCEY EDDY, 

HENRY BRADLEY, Esq. < 

LEANDER REDDY, > renn-xan. 

SAMUEL BUCKINGHAM, ) 


l 


Errata. Side note, page 76, instead of Free Masons , read 
Free Masonry , roasted. 
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REVIEW OF DALCHO’S ORATIONS. 

* 6 An Oration delivered in the Sublime Grand Lodge of South 
Carolina , in Charleston , 2 1st March . A. L. 5807, A. Z>. 1803j 
bef^e the members cf that Lodge , symbolic Grand Lodge of 

Free and Accepted Masons, and a considerable number of visit- 
ing brethren , and published at their request : to which is added 
an appendix containing ay historical inquiry into the origin of 
the difference of Ancient and Modern Masons, usually so called , 
tyc. i By brother Frederick Dalcho, Inspector General, and 
Grand^Master of the Sublime Grand Ledge of South Carolina. 
t t “ Magna est veritas et prevalebit.” 

“ Charleston; Printed by T. B. Bowen.” 

“ An Oration delivered in the Sublime Grand Lodge in Charleston^ 
South Carolina , on the 23 d September , 5801, before tie Mem- 
bers of that Lodge , the Symbolic Grand Lodge of ancient York 
Masons , and the Officers of the sever al Lodges of that city ; 
and published at their request : By brother Frederick Dalcho, 
member of the Supreme Council of the 33d degree, and Grand 
Orator of the Sublime Lodge of Perfection. 

“ Causa latet, vis est ftotissima.”— Ovid’s M. 
tc Charleston South Carolina; Printed by T. B . Bowen.” 

-These are bound together, and make, with the grand “ Circular 
* of the Sublime Sovereigns of Free Masonry,” &c. in the Appen- 
dix, a volume of 161 pages. Each Oration is introduced with th^ 

. ,14 
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request of the several Grand Lodges under the hand of their res- 
pective Grand Secretaries, of a copy for publication. 

This remarkable production of Dr. Dalcbo’s, is sustained not 
oply by the fourfold request of the Grand Lodges before whom 
the orations, were delivered, but still more by the "high masonic 
character ef Dr. Dalclio, who has since been employed to compile 
a book of constitutions for the Grand Lodge of South Carolina 
whiqh is entitled Ahiman Rezon,” and is required to bof>bserv- 
ed in the lodges of South Carolina, published 1807. 

In this last work, the author subscribes, “ Frederick Dalcho, 
M. D. member of the Medical Society of South Carolina, Honora- 
ry member of the Medical and Chemical Societies of Philadelphia, 
and of the Academy of Arts and Sciences, and Belles-lettres a t 
Marseilles.” From such a gentleman, who, to his other titles, 
now adds that of Reverend, as a pastor in the Protqstant Episcopal 
Church of South Carolina, and author of “A History oftheEpis 
copal Church, North America,” we may look for a work of in 
terest upon Hie subject of Freemasonry. It is impossible to d( 
his orations justice without copying them entire ; but a part wil 
be sufficient to show the extraordinary character of brother Dal* 
cho’s Freemasonry ; and to place in its true light the vanity 01 
the Sublime and Perfect gentlemen, who contemn ancient St. j 
John’s masonry, and exalt themselves thirty steps above our an- 
cient Grand Master Hiram AbifF. We begin with an extract from 
tjie author’s advertisement, p. 7. ^ 

“ When the following sheets were written, it was not supposec 
they would be given to the press — as they contained passages 
which none but the initiated should ever knogr.” Blanks arc 
made tobccupy the places of these mysterious passages, and “ ir* 
the appendix, note D, these passages are given in hieroglyphics, 
for the use of the Sublime masons. This is not done in all the 
copies, as they would be of no use to any below the 18th degree;” 
On turning to note D, I find a large blank 1 which is, perhaps, the t 
moat suitable hieroglyphic that can be imagined for all the self-ex- 
aked above Perfection in Freemasonry. They Tnay dwell on it 
with raptures, and ever increasing delight. But let me not 
tain the reader from the body of the work. 
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Immemorial Customs of Sublime Grand Lodges . 

« 4 Now crack thy Jungs, and split thy brazen pipe ; 

ttlow, villain, till thy sphered bias cheek 

Outswell the colic of puffed Aquilon : 

Come, stretch thy chest, and let thy eyes spout blood ; 

Thou biowest for Hector.” — ShaJcspeare . 

" AN ORATION, &C. 

“ When the sun enters into the signs of Aries and Libra, the 
days and nights are equally divided throughout that wo hemispheres. 
Upon this circumstance is founded the immemorial custom, in the 
Sublime Grand Lodges , of delivering Orations on the principles 
of the mystic union, and the days of the equinoxes.” 

Our author should understand, that to establish a custom as 
immemorial, it is necessary to prove that it has existed time out 
of mind ; and this it is extremely difficult to do of any custom de- 
pending on a society, which is not itself above seventy years old. 

A Sublime Grand Lodge ! who has heard of such a thing, until 
Dr. Dalcho comes forth to tell the world of it, and of its mystk 
union , and of its immemorial custom of providing Orations at the 
Equinoxes ? 

Now there was never a Grand Lodge of any sort of masons, 
oven of the usually esteemed ancient lodges, until that organised 
in London* 1717, by the four ancient lodges of that city ; and at 
that time masonry had but one sublime degree which was that of 
a master mason. This Grand Lodge of England, between 1717 
and 1735, gave charters to varipus towns, principalities, and king- 
domson the continent of Europe, as well as in the other quarters 
of the globe, from which the universality of masonry is plainly deri- 
ved ; and without the slightest dependence upon immemorial cus- 
tom, it is matter of history, that every sublime degree above that 
of master mason, has been superadded to the first three degrees 
by certain would-be Solomons of the 18th century. For the par- 
ticular origin of the higher degrees of masonry, the reader may 
consult the second volume of the Abbe BarruePs interesting me- 
moirs of Jacobinism, and Robison's proofs of a conspiracy, works 

* Our author, p. 88, is mistaken. He makes the distinction between 
the Grand Lodge of England and Grand Lodge of all England rise in 
1604 —100 years before they, either of them, came into existence. 
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which are corroborated in this particular by the well known fact, 
that in Great Britain, the birth-pLce of masonry, neither at this 
nor at any former time, have any of the contending Grand Lodges 
owned or acknowledged, or had a part in, the inventions of their 
continental neighbors, in Freemasdnry ; but have opposed them. 

The simple degrees of apprentice and fellow craft, and the sub- 
lime degree of a master mason, did not satisfy the French bro- 
therhood ; but they went on inventing w\th such rapidity, that, 
from the pattern *of masonry furnished them from Great ^itain^ 
they cut out forty new degrees, in as many years ; and these were 
all sublime degrees no doubt, which derived no small share of their 
grandeur from the qames of the priests, kings, and saints, from two 
to five thousand years anterior, w ho were abused witli the reputa- 
tion of having discovered and taught these newly invented myste- 
ries.’ The Grand Lodges of England and Scotland, seeing this 
school of new degrees with grand titles, and scarlet robes, set their 
faces against them, and have publicly, the former at the union in 
1813, and the latter in its constitution as published in Lawrie’s 
history of Freemasonry, declared, that all ancient masonry, (i. e. 
masonry above 100 years old,) is contained within the three de- 
crees. 

Preston, Smith, and Lawrie, have, with great labor and large 
opportunities, given a professed history of Freemasonry ; and 
they neither of them say a word about the existence of such a 
thing as a Sublime Grand Lodge, and of necessity are silent re- 
specting the immemorial customs pf that body. 

The unbounded advantages of Freemasonry. 

e< It is highly flattering to our order” says Dr. Dalcho, “ to see 
the avidity with which the youth of our country seek for initiation 
into our mysteries.” p. 3. 

Omne ignotum pro magnijico ,* is yet a maxim, as it was of the 
dark ages ; and our author inclines to make the most of it. Seek- 
ing to impress the glory and greatness of Masonry upon his read- 
ers, he rashly exclaims, p. 5. u no societies that ever did, or ever 
will exist, can be of such unbounded advantage to the community, 
as those of Freemasonry.” How far this extravagance in othe^r 

•? Every thing unknown is a wonder. 
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Grand Orators of masonry has influenced the youth of our coun- 
try to seek for initiation into its mysteries, it may be difficult to 
determine ; but all the blessings derived from friendship, from be- 
nevolence, and from religion,* are boldly usurped by many mason- 
ic writers, as the legitimate offspring of this midnight association 
of males. 

The singular, diversified, and contradictory assertions of indis- 
creet followers, are enough to shake the foundations of any socie- 
ty, which has sound principles for its support ; and this claim of 
Dr. Dalcho’, viz : that “ no societies ever did, or ever will exist of 
such unbounded advantage to the community as those of Freema- 
sons, ” is^foolish imd extravagant. ^ 

Origin of Free-Masonry. 

“ A bow too much bent is broken.” 

“ It has been generally reported, and as generally believed, that 
our society was instituted for architectural purposes, by handicrafts 
men. What gave rise to this idea, I am at a loss to determine.” 

p. 10. 

What a confession is that ! Our Great Inspector General and 
Sublime Grand Master at arloss to determine whence came the 
belief that masonry was instituted by bricklayers! Amazing! 
Even as the puny mouse gnawed asunder the toils which held 
the king of the forest a prisoner, and gave the lion his liberty, so 
shall this right hand lead the sublime Grand Master out of his ac- 
knowledged perplexity.! Whence came the petticoat ornament 
which masons universally wear, of whatsoever grade or country, 
whenever they appear as a fraternity ? Besides maidens and me- 
chanics, I know of none that wear aprons. It would be absurd 
to derive the origin of the Society from any bui aproned gentry, 
and among them the brick and mortar masons must have the pre- 
ference. Whence came the emblems of masonry ; the trow- 
el, the cement of brotherly love, the plumb, the level, the square, 

* vThe inquirer may consult palcho’s Ahirmtn Rezon pp. I to 10. 
Mas. Minstrel, pp. 335 to 360. Calcott s Disquisitions, pp. 15 to 
43. Hutchinson’s Spirit of Masonry, pp. 119 to 151. Hardie’s Mon- 
itor, p. 7&and the Elder Ahiman Rezon, published by Dermott p. 11. -r 
Preston, Book 1 and 2 . Freemason's Library, p. 123 — 126. 

f Hutchinson, in his Spirit of Maaonrjj pp. 151 to 170, labors to 
prove that the common belief of the origin of the craft is erroneous ; 
and some besides our author are bold enough to follow him. Vi&p 
Green leafs Brief Inquiry, p. 44. Alio CalcqU's Disquisition, p, 7^ 
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the rough ashler ,the perfect ashler, and the tracingboard ? Whence 
came the common gavel or setting mall, the 24 inch gauge, the 
compasses, the pillars of Wisdom, Strength and Beauty, the Mo- 
saic pavement, &c. ? Whence — but not toO fast ; a bow too much 
bent is broken; and when I read the Sublime Grand Master's la- 
bored attempt with Hutchinson, to shew that masons and the world 
have all been mistaken in supposing the Fraternity originated 
among laboring masons, I confess the bow appears to be strain- 
ed too much, and ready to break. 

“ Despcrandum de nemine Despair of no man. Our au- 
thor, p* 11. says : “ that our primordial parent* was a Freemason, 
btpausehe sew^d two or three fig leaves together, is too insignifi- 
cant a supposition to require a serious refutation. No, my respec- 
, table brethren, we degrade ourselves and our illustrious society — 
(hear him 9 hear him,) by advocating such untenable doctrines ; 
and those voluminous plodders, of piasonic history, who make ma- 
sons of every mane? note; from Adam to Nimrod, and from Nim- 
rod to Solomon, down to the present day, certainly deserve much 
credit for their industry, but npne for their talent3.” 

Our Grand Master Solomon himself could not have said this 
fetter, except with adding his own proverb ; 4 a false witness shall 
not be unpunished ; and he that speaketh lies shall not escape.** 

. 44 Indeed,” he continues, “ we have inoontestible proofs that 
many pf the number whom they enumerate, were perfectly igno- 
rant of the mystic union. These proofs are contained within the 
archives of the sublime Institutions. These archives are not 
founded on the speculative opinions of ingenious or prejudiced in- 
dividuals, nor cn the doubtful evidence of oral tradition. They 
are words of very ancient date, and contain besides the evidence of 
the origin of masonry, many of the great and important principles 
of science.” p. 11. 

Such is the character of the contents of these archives, that 
our author, p. 13, declares; “Yes, my Respectable Brethren, I 
speak from the evidence of my ovfrn judgment. I shall ever hold 
in grateful remembrance the suffrages of my brethren, which open- 
ed to me the rich treasures of the most sacred place in the earth , 
and gave tome the knowledge , as they beford had given the name of 
a mason.’ 5 


* Our Sublime Master's name for Adam. 
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We should infer from this, that Freemasonry is not known in 
the common Lodges of our land : they give the name only, while 
the thing itself lies in the higher degrees. The Dr. accordingly 
surnames masonry within the Lodges an aerial form which eluded 
his grasp ; — “ an ignis fatuus which blazed but to vanish — 4 vision 
which gave music to the ear, but nothing to the heart.” p. 13. 

This is very severe on the 500 Lodges* of New-York. Genius 
of Masonry l whence came the confidence of the Sublime Grand 
Master, thus to revile the Ancient Fraternity of St. John ? To 
call his labors in it, the pursuit of “an ignis fatuus,” a vision 
which delighted the EAR without affecting the heart ? 

Whence came this confidence, but from those archives wbiebarc 
records of very ancient date , and contain evidence of tie origin of 
masonry, foe. ? Our Sublime Grand Master is not, to blame in 
this thing : but the archives y the very ancient records, alone must * 
answer it. These pretended mementoes of antiquity have deceiv- 
ed our Grand Master, aqd emboldened hirfifHfc wrong the Lodges. 

I say pretended , for jio doubt they were false. All masonic histo- 
ry unites to testify, that the origin of masonry is obscured by the 
loss of the valuable manuscripts which some too scrupulous breth- 
ren burned in 17£0, lest they should become known to the Profane, 
through the history and Book of Constitutions which Anderson 
and Desaquiliers wtere then compiling.! Preston, p. 171, history 
of the Grand Mastership of George Paine, Es<j. See also Tannc- 
hill’s Manual of Freemasonry, p. 29. This last is an excellent 
work of its kind, dedicated to the Most Worshipful Andrew Jack- 
son, Grand Master of masons in Tennessee. 

There are no ancient manuscripts in the Lodges of ancient *St. 
John's masonry. They keep none. Our Grand Master says him- 
self, p. 11, “ the blue degrees J have no written records.” Some 
proof has also been exhibited, and more will be, to show that the 
sublime degrees to which these records seem to belong, have all 
sprung up within the last century. Then they cannot have very 

* Gov. Clinton’s farewell addrtes§ to the Grand Lodge of New-York, 
1825, gives the number of lodges in New -York, at 500, and the chap-. 
terslOO. The authority is unquestionably. 

t See Hardies Monitor, p. 27. 

J The muschetoes bite him for thus irreverently naming the masonry 
of the ancient St. Johns. 
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rncicnt* records, especially to discover the origin of the society 
whence their society sprung. 

Ancient records of Freemasonry are an impossible thing. 

Th'»» so plain as to require not another word, only for the sake 
of our Sublime Grand Master's own judgment, which be pledges 
in evidence of the enrapturing archives. What one has seen with 
his own eyes, it is hard to make one doubt ; and what the Grand 
Master has seen in the Sublime degrees he surely knows best : and 
if he says “ archives, very ancient records , shewing the origin of 
masonry f we must believe him. 

Here then is a notable dilenjma from the horns of which Pytha- 
goras himself would find it difficult to escape. On the one hand, 
IVcci nasonry by th e u niversal testimony of her liistoriapg^haa^ her 
manul and for a rule to TfTnrtfaj — 

.adTtfee Sublime ' -and_j> Ijister of South Carolina, 
in \£ie sequel^ several degrees 
al>ove Per: j * 01 j thafrhe has scerrtfiem*~the 

ith the tip 6f his staff to his lips 
not more enlightening his eyes, than these archives did the under- 
standing of our bewildered Grand Master. % 

Now who that has read the true history of the great Don Quix- 
otic, can hesitate to believe that our Grand ^taster also has his 
spiritual adversaries ; enchanters who mock his judgment with very 
apeient records to appearance which arc in fact quite modern ? 
One well established case of such enchantment would go far to 
relieve the mind of the reader in this dilemma ; and therefore, I 
search it out. 

In the second part of the history of Don Quixotte de la Mancha, 
chap. 14, the rencontre of that redoubtable champion of chivalry 
with the knight of the Mirrors, is fully detailed. The glorious strife 
began for the superior beauty of their angelic mistresses. While 
the knights took ground for the charge, Sancho Panza, Esq. wise- 
ly climbed a neighboring cork tree, that tie might be out of harm's 
Way. The knights, without the, sound of trumpet, tarned their 
steeds for the charge, and came full tilt to the contest, when “ Don 
Quixotte, in the language of his immortal historian Don Miguel 
de Cervantes, “ encountered him of the mirrors with such vigor, 
ns to bring him, very much against his will, to the ground, over the 
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crupper of his horse, with such a fall, that he lay without sense or 
motion, to all appearance bereft of life. 

“ Sancho no sooner saw him unhorsed, than sliding down from 
the cork tree, he ran to his master, who, having alighted from Ro- 
zinante, stood over the Knight of the Mirrors, untying his helmet, 
in order to see whether or not he was actually dead 5 and to give 
him air in case he should be alive. Then it was he saw — who can 
relate what he saw, without creating admiration, wonder and afc 
fright, in those who hear it ? He saw the very face, the vory figure, 
the very aspect, the very physiognomy, the very effigy of his old 
friend the bachelor Sampson Carrasco ! and this he no sooner be- 
held, than raising his voice, he cried, come hither, Sancho, and 
behold what thou shaft see, but not believe ; quick, my child, and 
behold the powers of magic. Here thou wilt see what those wiz- 
ards and enchanters can do. 9 ’ So poor Don Quixotte was cheat-* 
ed, as he verily supposed, by the power of magic. 

No doubt our Grand Master saw, like Don Quixotte, the very 
lines, the very characters, the very hieroglyphics of the ancient ar- 
chives to a very dot, point, and marginal reference ; but it must 
have been alike the work of the wizards and enchanters ! 

The Division of Freemasons iitto Ancients and Modems . 

Madam Panza . — “ All the world know, as Well as my hens, that 
Will not suffer me to tell a lie.” 

“ That I believe,” said the bachelor 5 u yout hens are so gbod, 
plump, an^ fat, they would sooner burst thin say one thing and 
mean another .” — Don Quixotte. 

Far be it from me to insinuate that our Grand Master keeps hens, 
like a Romani consul? to direct him in his duty ; or that he needs 
even Minbrva’s bird io admonish him of the beauty of Truth. 

But our author, pp. 21 and 22 , leaves a blank in his discourse, ' 
partially filling it with the following in brackets : “ [The paragraph 
which is omitted here, was a quotation from Josephus, relating to 
a very important Circumstance, on which the difference of Free 
and Accepted, and Ancient Masons, is said to be founded; 
and which wholly destroys those reasons which the latter give for 
their difference.] Vide Appendix, Note D.” 

for one I feel decidedly friendly to the Ancient masons, as dis/- 

15 
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tinguisbed from Moderns, and cannot but regret that our Grand 
Master snouid nave tnrown out or ms text, a passage rrom so com- 
mon an author as Josephus, which would have rectified that delin- 
quency ; but the happier they above the 18th degree, who can spell 
out this passage from the capacious blank referred to in our Grand 
Master's note D. Seeing he has left this matter in obscurity to 
all those below the 18th degree, I will venture a word upon the 
subject. 

The late universal division of masons into distinct and often* 
conflicting fraternities of ancients and moderns, is one of those- facts 
in the history of the craft which must at some time have awakened' 
tfie curiosity of every brother. The division is now generally 
healed, and it only remains a subject of curious inquiry whence it' 
originated. But the writings of Josephus have no more connex- 
ion with it than with the constitution of Lilliput. 

The following brief notice of the origin of these masonic divis-, 
ions, is given by Preston , u the excellent historian of masonry,” 
who says, Sec. 6, under the head : Revival of masonfy under, 
King William : “ During the following reign, [Qjueen Anne,], 
masonry made no considerable progress. Sir Christopher’s age; 
and infirmities drawing off his attention from the duties of his of- 
fice, [Surveyor of the King’s buildings,] the Lodges decreased, 
atad the annual festivals' were entirely neglected. The old Lodge 
of St. Paul’s, and a few others, continued to meet regularly, but' 
coftsfeted of few members: To increase their numbers, a propo- 
sition was made, and afterwards agreed to, that the privileges of 
masonry should no longer be restricted to operative masons, but 
extend to men of various professions, provided they were regutar- 
ly approved and initiated into the order. Inconsequence of this’ 
resolution, many new regulations took place, and the society once 
more rose into notice and esteem.” See also Smith’s Use and 
Abuse of Freemasonry, p. 60.* 

He continues, Sec. 7: “On the accession of George I. the ma- 
sons in London and its environs, finding themselves deprived of 

* One of the new regulations was an addition to the name of Free- 
mason. Before this the Craft were Freemen, in distinction from- 
bondmen, or villains ; and were masons by trade ; their whole title 
was Freemasons. But now, men of various other professions were ad- 
mitted intojthe lodges, and were denominated Accepted Masons: and 
the Fraternity has since styled itself, the Society of Free and Accept- 
ed Mason?. These are Modern Masons. The Ancients reject th£ 
terra accepted from their address. 
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Sir Christopher Wren, and their annual meetings discontinued, 
Tesolved to^cement under a new Grand Master, and to revive the 
communications, and annual festivals of the Society. With this 
'view the lodges, (naming them,) the only four Lodges in being in 
the South of England at that time, met at the Apple-tree tavern, in 
^February, 1717 ; and having voted* the oldesf master mason then 
present, into the chair, constituted themselves a Grand Lodge, 
j^pro tempore, in due form.” This beginning was perfected 24th 
June, of the same year, and Anthony Sayer elected Grand Master. 

'Tannehill’s Manual gives the same account of this matter with 
Preston, pp. 27, 28, &c. to 40. But observe ; while in the one 
part he makes the division into Ancient and Modern, rise up in 
1738 nearly, he adds to the account of the reconciliation in 1813 : 

Thus, after a separation of one hundred years , was this union 
completed, and the masonic fraternity re-united in one family.” 
The division happened then about 1717. 

Lawrie> in his learned history of the Craft, published in Edin- 
burgh 1804, and in the Encyclopedia Brittanica, last edition, Art. 
Masonry, gives Preston’s account of the formation of the Grand 
JiOdge 1717 ; ant! makes the division of Ancients xtnd Moderns 
spring up 1734 to 1739 ; the Ancients, giving to their adversaries, 
^ the odious appellation of Moderns, who, in their opinion, never 
existed till the year 4717,” p. 1 IB, So Lawrie makes the divi- 
sion which broke out in 1734 to 1739, take its rise in 1717, 

Smith’s Use and Abuse of Freemasonry, published London, 
1785, giving a very full history of masonry, represents the breach 
■as being public and irreconcilable 1739 ; but as having existed 
before. See Smith, p. 72. 

The authors here <*ted, Preston, Tannehill, Lawrie, and Smith, 
are all Free and Accepted , i. e. Modern Masqps, and they take 
nearly the same views of the subject. Now let Lawrence Der- 
mott, the celebrated author of the first Ahiman Rezon, published 
jn London A. D. 1764, and also Secretary of the Grand Lodge of 
Ancient masons, give his account of this matter. He agrees with 
the Moderns above quoted in respect to the time when the dissen- 
sion arose ; though he differs from them in regard to the attending 
circumstances. 

"Being greatly importuned by eminent craftsmen residing in 
Scqtjand, Ireland, and America, to give spme aoccfunt of what js 
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called Modern Masonry in London ; “ therefore , (p. 27,) in order 
to satisfy the importunities of my good brethren, particularly the 
Tight worshipful and very worthy gentlemen of America, be it 
known that the innovition already mentioned, (Modem Masonry ,) 
arose upon the fall of a Grand Master, viz. Sir Christopher Wren, 
who, (as Dr. Andemon says) neglected the Lodges. The famous 
Sir Christopher Wren, Knight, having faithfully served the crowni 
upwards oi fifty years, was at the age of ninety* displaced from 
employment, in favor of Mr. William B— ns^-n, who was made 
surveyor of the buildings. &c. to his majesty King George tho 
First 

“Such usage, added to Sir Christopher’s great age, was more than 
enough to make him decline all public assemblies. And the mas- 
ter masons then in London were so much disgusted at the treat- 
ment of their old and excellent Grand Master, that they would not 
meet, or hold any commupication under the sanction of his succes- 
sor, Mr. B— -ns — n ; in short, the London Lodges were struck 
with a lethargy which seemed to threaten their final dissolution.” 

Having spoken of the lethargy threatening dissolution to the 
London Lodges consequent upon the treatment 4o Sir Christopher 
Wren, he continues to say, p. 29 : 

“ About the year 1717, some joyous companions who had pass- % 
ed the degree of a craft, (though very rusty,) resolyed to form a 
lodge for themselves in order (by conversation) to recollect what 
bad been formerly dictated to them, or if that should be found im- 
practicable, to substitute something new, which might for the fu- 
ture pass for masonry among themselves. At this meeting the 
question was asked, whether any person knew the Master’s part ; 
and being answered in the negative, it was regolved, nem. con . ‘ that 
the deficiency should be made up with a new composition, and the 
fragments of the old order found among them should be immedi- 
ately reformed, and made more pliable to the humors of the peo- 
ple. It was [among other things] thought , expedient to abolish 
the old custom of studying Geometry in the Lodge ; and some of 
the young brethren made it appear, that a good knife and fork in 
the hands of a dextrous brother, over proper materials, would 

* Wrap died ] 723, aged 91 . 
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give greater satisfaction, and add tnore to the rotundity of the 
Lodge, than the best scale and compasses in Europe ; and fur- 
thermore added, that a line, a square, a parallelogram, a rhom- 
bus, a triangle, a aircle, a quadrant, a cube, a parabola, a pyramid, 
a cylinder, a cone, a sphere, a spheroid ; frustrurns, segments, 
polygons, ellips&yind irregular figures of ail sorts, might be drawn 
and representecff^bn bread, beef, mutton, fowls, pies, &c. as 
demonstratively as upon slates or Sheets of paper.” 

This was the day when masonry ceased to be Operative and 
became Speculative. 

“ There was another old custom tjiat gave umbrage to the young 
architects, i. e. the wearing of aprons, which made the gentlemen 
look like so many mechanics ; therefore, it was proposed that in 
future, no brother should wear an apron. This proposal was re- 
jected by the oldest members, who declared that the aprons were 
all the signs of masonry then remaining among them , and for that 
reason they would keep and wear them. 

“ Amongst other things they seized on the Stone Maspn’s arms, 
which that good natured company has permitted them to wear to 
this day ; for which reason, several of the brethren affect to imitate 
the operative masons : And it is pleasant enough to see sixty or 
seventy men about a little lewis and capstan , &c. erected upon a 
mahogany platform, all employed in raising a little square piece of 
.marble, which the weakest member of the company could take be- 
tween his thumb and finger, and throw over the house. (Now 
masonry became Freemasonry.) 

“ There are many other unconstitutional proceedings which I 
pass over in silence ; and hope I shall live to see a universal con- 
formity between the worthy masons of all denominations. This is 
fhe most earnest desire of Lawrjnce Dermott, 

Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Freemasons .* 

♦It is not a little extraordinary that Mr. Hardie, in the new Freema- 
son's Monitor, third edition, p. 4g» and following, should be so far 
.mistaken as to suppose that the Lodges of America are Lodges of an- 
cient masons. Many of them were so : but ajl the disciples of Webb 
and the Monitor, the 500 Lodges of New-York. are Moderns. We 
fehall understand this better as we proceed. The Moderns and An- 
cients, it will appear, possess a different Master Mason’s word; that 
most commonly used in the United States is the word of the Moderns : 
* lpdeed, the word of the Ancients, Macbenah, has become common 
game. • • 
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Such is an abridged view of Mr. Dermott’s liisttfry of the origin 
of the dissension among masons, called Ancients and, Moderns. 
I have been particular .and copious in the authorities quoted, that 
every reader may be put *in possession of the principal arguments, 
and judge for himself of the fairness of the conclusion, that pre- 
vious to A. D. 1717, Masonry was confined tamechanics. That 
with the admission to the Lodges of professional gentlemen, who 
had little use for geometry, and no relish for the aprons, Modern 
Masonry took its rise. 

It could only be by the law of 1717, that the nobility were ad- 
mitted in any numbers to the Lodges ; and those who were admit- 
ted, maintained the law by which they were admitted : thus as the 
division increased, the gentry fell naturally into the support of the 
new order of things, and the mechanics as naturally into the op- 
position ; hence came the Ancients and the Moderns. Hence 
too the victory of the Moderns ; for justice and the people on one 
side, are hardly a match for the nobles and their interests on the 
other. Modern Masonry enjoyed Court favor ; Ancient Masonry 
was reviled in the circles of fashion, and kept under, though never 
destroyed ; for the Ancients joined themselves to the Scotch Duke 
of Athol, and maintained the battle with such* spirit, that they 
made honorable terms at the Union in 1813. But the Word of 
the Moderns triumphs in this country.* 

Dermott has two questions with their answers as follows, p. 26. 

Ques. 1st. “ Whether the present (A.D. 1764) members of Mod- 
ern Lodges are blameable for deviating so much from the old land 
marks ? 

“ Ans. No. Because the innovation happened in the reign of 
ifting George f. and the new form was delivered as orthodox to 
the present members. 

Ques . 2 d. As it is natural for each party to maintain the cor- 
rectness of their masonic preceptors, how shall we distinguish 
the original system ? * 

“Ans. The number of ancient masons compared with the mod- 
erns, being as 99 to 1, proves the universality of the old order.” 

* Which prevails in England is unknown to the writer; but it is not 
unlikely that there, as in some Ancient Lodges of this country n|W * 
made Modern, both words are, given to the candidate. 
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And he adds, “ I am so well acquainted with the truth of what 
I have just now asserted, that I am not in the least apprehensive 
of being contradicted.” 

Lawrie, p. 117, blames without contradicting him. So our au- 
thor to whom it is time to return, quotes him freely, (p. 100, Dal- 
cho’s Orations) without contradicting this important assertion: 
nor haye I met with any writer who does ; and our author in a co- 
pious note of his appendix, contrary to himself, agrees with Pres- 
ton, Smith, Lawrie, and others, respecting the origin of the 
Ancients and Moderns in masonry. For what does he pretend, 
then, a passage in Josephus, as the ground of this division ? yea, 
\sl9 “ wholly destroying the reasons which the Moderns give for 
their difference ?” Josephus wrote 1500 years before the distinct 
tions of Masonry existed ! Truly, Madam Panza’s hens would 
not have suffered her to approach so near saying one thing and 
meaning another. 

It may be ingenuous to quote a passage from a writer of the 
first century, as the occasion of a dissensiqn in the 18th century ; 
but to make Josephus or any thing he said, settle a controversy 
about the admission of professional gentlemen into the Lodges of 
working masons, is to me irreconcilable with fairness and candor. 
And, then, that the important passage should be referred to in the 
Appendix pretended to be written in a character known only to 
Masons above the 18th degree, adds to the dark complexion of 
the matter. It would be irreverend to doubt the the existence of 
any such hieroglyphics, since our Grand Master has directly re- 
ferred to them, as contained in his own work ; but I have little ex- 
pectation of ever seeing them ; and though 1 had taken as many 
degrees as Dr. Dalcho, have no hope that if seen, they would be 
intelligible. 

Dr. Dalcho' s view of Masonic consistency . 

* 

Our Grand Master has condescended to point out many facts to 
the notice of the Symbolic Masons which are worthy of notice. 

“ The present Master’s Word of the Ancient Masons, is to bei 
found in no language that ever was used. It is in fact not * 
word,” says Dr. Dalcbo ; “ but a mere jumble of letters forming 
a sound without meaning.” p. 22. 
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“ The word of the Free and Accepted masons jthe moderns] 
is nearly in the same situation ; like the Ancients, it is a word 
without meaning.” p. 23. 

Now, what would the Grand Master be doing ? Either word 
Serves to distinguish equally well all who give and receive it alike. 
Tfce word has no other use than this : and the Ancient’s word has 
as much dignity in the sound, and as many letters and syllables in 
the structure, as the word of the moderns. That one is more a 
jumble of letters than the other does not appear. 

“In the third degree,” continues the Dr. “ there is another in- 
consistency. The candidate is told that he represents Hiram 
AbifF, a man of the greatest masonic knowledge, from whom no' 
secret of the craft was hid. Yet a word is demanded of him> 
which he never received. The person whom he represents had 
this mystic word, but how can the candidate give what he never 
had ? It certainly is an insult to his feelings, as it makes him ap- 
pear ridiculous ; for it sometimes happens, that he blunders upon 
one which excites laughter, and the solemnity of the occasion is 
thereby destroyed.” 

This is wise ; let the Dr. speak on. 

“ In the third degree, the ceremonies of initiation are designed 
to represent the circumstances which took place in the temple, 
when our much respected Master, (Note D.) “ [The para- 

graph which is omitted here, related to a ridiculous and high- 
ly improper ceremony, universally observed at the initiation of 
a Blue Master, and for which the most trifling reasons are given.”] 

Our Grjand Master shews so much discernment and independence 
in reprobating the absurdities which he thinks have crept into 
Freemasonry, that I forgive him the epithet Blue Master, which 
he freely bestows upon the Masters of Ancient St. John’s Masonry. 

Ten continuous pages of this oration, our Grand Master devotes 
to the exposure of gross errors in point of fact, common in the 
Lodges of our country and Of the world. These be supposes to 
have crept in : but now being established universally, thqy are a 
part of the ancient land marks, which no man may remove.* 

, * This Review of Dalcho’s Orations was entirely written before the 
Editor bad, renounced Free-Masonry, and may discover shades not 
suited to his present relation to the Order. 
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I am aWare* and regret with him, “that it is not in our power 
to alter any part of the Blue degrees ;” and this the rather for the 
propriety of the following declaration, pp. 44 and 45. I give it at 
full length, because it is important ; the language of a man, the 
acting Master, when he used it, of Symbolic Lodge, No. 8, South 
Carolina. The story is the tradition of Masonry, told in the Sub- 
lime degree of a Master Mason. 

“ I candidly confess,” says Dr. Dalcho, p. 44, “ that I feel a 
very great degree of embarrassment, while I am relating to a min- 
ister of (rod’s Holy Word, or to any other gentleman, a story » 
founded on the grossest errors of accumulated ages ; errors which 
they can prove to me to be such from the sacred pages of holy 
writ, and from profane history, written by men of integrity and 
talents, and that too,” says Dr. D. “ in a minute after I have sol- 
emnly pronounced them to be undeniable truths ; even, by that 
very Bible on which I have received their obligation.” 

Query, whether the Grand Master of the Sublime Degree of 
Perfection does not, in these, his own words, fully convict himself 
of solemnly asserting that for an undeniable fact, Which he knows 
to be a gross error ? 

“ Consilium post facta inutile.”* 

But hear our author in continuation : “ Masonry is a subject,” 
says Dr. D. p. 44, “ for which I feel the deepest veneration. I 
have bestowed upon it much attention and time, and from the cor- 
rect information which I have obtained from the Sublime Degrees, 
my labors have been amply rewarded. As well might we believe 
that the sun travels round the earth, instead of the earth round the 
sun, as to believe in all the incongruities which have been taught 
to Masons in the Symbolic degrees.” 

“ Nil fuit unquam, 
u Tam dispar sibi.” — Hon.f 

We leave brethren better acquainted with Freemasdnry to cleaf 
it of the reproach here thrown out with no small spirit by our 
Grand Master, while we repel with all our might and main, reason 
and understanding, this appeal of the Sovereign Inspector’s to the 
torrect information of the Sublime degrees. The archives of the 
sublime degrees ! there is no such thing ; there never was, in which 

* Counsel after action is futile. 

t Never was any thing so contradictory. 

1 ? 
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is contained correct information of the traditions of Masonry, or 
of the origin of Masonry, in any of the sublime degrees. It 
were unreasonable, to suppose that the mother in her full strength, 
should have lost all consciousness of the events of the weddifeg; 
while her daughter could tell about it. A. D. 1717 was the wed- 
ding day of Freemasonry, and the sublime degrees are grand daugh- 
ters, a pretty number. 

Jfwe are not entirely mistaken, this is truth : and the Dr’s pre- 
tence respecting correct information in the higher degrees, is one 
of his assertions which, in a moment after made, however solemn- 
ly, can be proved to be a gross error. 

Dr. Dalcho is not always in the wrong. The following strain; 
though far from our taste in respect to the sanctity of any place, 
where what is done is carefully concealed by the agents, is yet re- 
commended by the concluding quotation to the credit of the orator. 

“ In this Sublime Grand Lodge, which bears the motto, “ Deo 
Bevotum,”* in the place in which I have the honor to stand, are 
delivered the laws of truth and of science, of religion and of virtue! 
Can error be taught with impunity in a house consecrated to the 
Eternal God, the source of infinite truth and wisdom ? Can the 
sanctuary of the Most High be profaned by offering incense at the 
shrine of confusion ? No, my brethren ; we work under the threat- 
ened punishment denounced by God himself: “ Cursed be he thaft 
maketh the blind go out of their way, and cursed be he that per- 
Vertejth the judgment of the stranger.” p. 45. 

These are solemn words, repeated by the same acting Master 
Mason, who was a moment since confessing that he could not 
without embarrassment, assert as undeniable fact, what in a min- 
ute after the candidate might show him to be a gross error. De- 
votion to God cannot be said to have a peculiar share in this part 
of the Master’s duty ; nor sanctity a peculiar residence in the 
place where it is done. I speak as a child. But hearken to 
the Grand Master. 

The Doctor' s gentle treatment of Morse , Payson t fyc. 

“The professors of the Sublime Mystic Union” says Dr. D. p> 
48, “ have been branded with Illuminism by a few vicious indi- 
viduals without talents, and without integrity.” 

* Dedicated to God, 
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« Vicious , without talents , and without integrity ,” because they 
have given reasons for believing that the higher degrees of mason- 
ry have been connected with Illuminism, which reasons no man 
has yet ventured to encounter, but with revilings. 

“ It argues,” continues Dr. D. p. 4 S, « the utmost depravity of 
the human heart, to call in question the propriety of doctrines of 
which they are entirely ignorant.” 

Now were we to take the Dr. at his owp word, .which would 
not be safe, the doctrines of the Sublime Degrees are entirely un- 
known to all, except Sublime Masons. Good doctrines ; excellent , 
holy, but unknown doctrines. Does truth hide herself? Does 
excellence cover herself with fin oath ? Does holiness put a mur- 
derous weapon to guard the door she has entered ? Does heaven" 
ly light prefer the covering bushel to the candlestick ,? Beelzebub 
t>p win a man to a deed of darkness, would not come in the form 
pf a fiend. Would he not solemnly assert, “ I am an angel from 
heaven, a messenger of truth and of light ?” Would he not talk 
of sanctity, of duty to God, and benevolence to man, while he 
angled for his prey ? Try him with the Apostle’s question ; what 
communion has light with darkness ? Push him w^h the com- 
mand : “ baye no fellowship with the unprincipled works of dark- 
ness, but rather reprove them ;” and lie might say, “ darkness is 
fL metaphor, explained in Note D. which you do not understand or 
rightly comprehend,” and quit his hope showering forth exclama- 
tions of “ dolt,’-’ u blockhead,” and “ infidel !” , 

To return to the Grand Orator, p. 48 : “ It is a villainous assas- 
sination of character to brand with opprobrium a Society which has 
stood the test of ages, as being founded on immutable laws, and 
teaching the principles of religion x and science. Hell has not 
fiends more infamous than such characters.” 

And who are these monsters of presumption, that have dared 
lightly to speak of a most holy thing they knew not ? In a note 
of the Appendix which is not note D. and can be read by others be- 
sides those above the 18th degree in Masonry, Dr. Dalcho names 
of our own countrymen, the learned and Rev. Dr. Morse, and the 
father of the late lamented D. D., Payson, of Portland, Me., and of 
foreigners, the Abbe Barruel, and Professor Robison — the two lat- 
ter, thousands haye calumniated, and none have answered l while 
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their works are worthy to associate them with Morse and with 
Payson. 

That such men might err in judgment, and, also, in a matter of 
fact, is not impossible ; but ought they, therefore, to be put in a 
class with assassins and fiends ? I should not fear to submit to the 
Grand Master himself, whether those men, or either of them, 
would solemnly assert as a fact what he knew to be false, to ac- 
commodate the traditions of masonry, or any thing else ? And 
yet he does not hesitate to give them this finishing stroke. 

“ In referring to the most distinguished of those who have writ- 
ten against Freemasonry, it will be found, that the intellects 6f the 
one were deranged, and the bigotry of the other rendered him a 
fit instrument in the hands of intolerance to attempt the destruc- 
tion, &c.” p. 49. 

The bigot was probably the intelligent, acute, and piou3 Barruel, 
who had the misfortune, it seems, to be a Catholic tool; the de- 
ranged must be professor Robison,' who pleads infirmity of body in 
excuse for any thing unfinished in his work, which sound health 
might have given him time and patience to perfect. The English 
public, however, did not suppose him to be deranged : his dedica- 
tion is dated 5th Sept. 1797, and our copy from the 4th Edition 
wIls printed at New- York, 1798. Dr. Dalcho’s rash assertion was 
probably current when published : but time, which reveals all 
things, indignantly throws it back to its source. 

And what besides this calumny, does the Grand Master of the 
Sublime Grand Lodge of Perfection, bring, to silence the asper- 
sions of the bigotted Abbe, and the deranged professor ? What 
should he bring so conveniently, as his own personal observation ? 
What so perfectly satisfactory as his own word of honor ? 

“ I have had the honor,’ * says Dr. D. p. 48, “ of receiving all 
the masonic degrees which are known, and which are in number 
fifty-three ; and I pledge to you my honor as a Mason , that in none 
of them are contained such diabolical principles, as have been in- 
sinuated. Many who now hear me, have received the highest 
degrees in the world, and can bear evidence to the truth of my 
declaration.” 

Who the many were, does not appear, and is unimportant, We 
have the Sovereign Grand Inspector General’s word of honor? 
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as a Mason , for the support of his own assertion ; and that might 
possibly prevail against the sharp investigations of the Abbe, and 
the patriotic candor of the Professor ; were he not in the habit, as 
a Mason , of solemnly declaring for undeniable truth what be Knows 
to be a gross error. 

I am far from believing Dr. D. to be “a vicious individual, des- 
titute of talents and of integrity,” as he recklessly declares of 
some of the best men of the past age ; or that “ hell has not fiends 
more infamous than the Sovereign Inspector General of South 
Carolina ; as he has said of honest men, among whom are Pay- 
son and Morse: but truly Freemasonry has been no advantage to 
his immortality, or to bis clerical office. 

“SOLOMON — Recitative. 

“ Convened we’re met — chief Oracle of heaven, 

“ To whom the sacred mysteries are given ; 

“ We’re met to bid a splendid fabric rise; 

“ HIGH PRIEST. “ 

“ Andio! where Uriel , angel of the sun, 

“ Arrives to see the mighty business done.” 

Book of Constitutions , Mass. Ed. 1792, jp. 21th 

The following is attached to the Oration now examined. 

“APPENDIX. Note A. 

“CIRCULAR. 

“Throughout the two Hemispheres. 

“ Universi terrarum orbis Architectonis. 

“ Per gloriam ingentis. (*) 

“DEUS MEUMQUE JUS. (t) 

“ ORDO AB, CHAO.” (+) 

What now l 

" From the East of the Grand and Supreme Council of the 
Most Puissant Sovereigns, Grand Inspectors General, under the 
celestial Canopy of the Zenith, which answers to the 32° 45" 
N.L.”§ 

My head! My head ! What is here ! 

“ To our illustrious, most valiant, and sublime Princes of the 
Royal Secret, Knights of the Illustrious Princes and Knights, 

(*)For the glory of the great Architect of the Universe. 

(t) God and iny Right. 

S |) Order from Confusion. 

5) The vulgar latitude of the Most Puissant Sovereigns’ capital. 
Charleston, S. p. 
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Grand, Ineffable, and Sublime, Free and Accepted Masons, {oh! 
what a fall /] of all degrees, Ancient and Modern, over the sur r 
face of the two Hemispheres : 

“ To all to whom these letters shall come ; 

“HEALTH. STABILITY, AND POWER.” 

The reptile swelling to equal the bulk of a well fed ox, would 
have burst ere this ; but the Sovereign Grand Inspectors, who are 
blowing up this bubble, have a whole balloon of gas in reserve. 
They proceed : 

“ At a meeting of Sovereign Grand Inspectors General in Su- 
preme Council of the thirty-third degree, duly and lawfully estab- 
lished and congregated, held at the .Grand Council Chamber on 
the 14th day of the 7th mouth, called Tisri, 5563, Anno Lucis 
5806, and of the Christian era the 10th day of October, 1802. 

“ Union, Contentment, and Wisdom.” 

These men were born to be princes, but coming to the light in 
this American republic, were like to disappoint their fate : when 
the native force of their genius enabled them entirely to fulfil 
their destiny, placing them under the celestial campy, in the sove- 
reign zenith of 32 deg. 45 min. N. Latitude in Free Masonry , 
from which lofty elevation they composedly address Health, Sta- 
bility and Power, to the inhabitants of both Hemispheres. I do 
not recollect reading of any Prince their equal since the reign of 
him of the Strop, whose bulletins, from Albany, formerly electri* 
fied the earth. The Emperor of China is a babe to their Wor- 
ships. He could not date in Tisri, 5563, and tell what it meant. 
No, he is a descendant of the Sun, and governs only from the 
mountains to the sea shore ; while these men are sprung, we know 
not from whom, and have dominion over two hemispheres, and per- 
haps more. It is wrong to interrupt their royal words. 

“ The Grand Commander informed the Inspectors, that they 
were convened for the purpose of taking into consideration the 
propriety of addressing circular Letters to the different Symbolic 
Grand Lodges, and Sublime Grand Lodges and Councils, through- 
out the two hemispheres, explanatory of the origin and nature of 
the sublime degrees of Masonry and their establishment in S — 
South — South Carolina.” (Pardon the stammering. At first I 
was unable to conceive what interest the two Hemispheres 
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Should feel in the history of sublime Masonry in South Carolina; 
but the Most Puissant Sovereigns reside in S. C. in their capital, 
Charleston.] 

“ When a resolution to that effect was immediately adopted ; 
and a committee, consisting of the illustrious Brethren, Dr. Frede- 
rick Dalcho, Dr. Isaac Auld, and Emanuel De La Motta, Esq. 
Grand Inspectors General, was appointed to draft and submit 
iuch Letter to the Council at their next meeting. 

“ At a meeting of the Sovereign Grand Inspectors General, in 
Supreme Council of the 33d, &c. &c. &c. on the 10th day of 
the 8th month, called Chisleu, 5563, A. L. 5806, and of the 
Christian era, this 4th day of Dec. 1 802. 

" The committee to whom wa& referred the foregoing resolve, 
respectfully submitted to the council the following * 

REPORT : 

“ To trace the progress of Masonry from its earliest period, and 
to fix precisely the dates of tfie establishment of each of the de- 
grees, is attended with Considerable difficulty. As symbolic Ma- 
sons, we date ouf origin from the creation of the world, when the 
Grand Architect of the Universe established those immutable 
laws, which gave rise to the sciences. 1 ’ 

From this early beginning, the Puissant Sovereigns trace within 
the short space of a page, the “ watek-words, signs, and tokens ” 
of Freemasonry. So the Ahiman Rezon of the Grand Lodge of 
S. C. compiled by our Grand Master, p. 2, declares, “ From the 
commencement of the world we may trace the foundation of Free- 
fnasonry. Ever since symmetry began and harmony displayed her 
charms, our Order has had a being.” 

This information he must have received from those very ancient 
Records, which we have alieady proved to be the contrivance of 
some Quixotic imagination, and not the very archives they seem 
to be. In confirmation of this w'ell established, but very impor- 
tant fact, I quote the declaration of another Grand Master, scarce- 
ly less distinguished, though not yet a Sovereign of Masonry. In 
his farewell Address to the Grand Lodge of New-York. 29th Sept 1 . 
1825, our Grand Master De Witt Clinton says, “ Enthusiastic 
friends of our institution have done it much injury, and covered it 
with much ridicule, by stretching its origin beyond the bounds of 
Credibility. 
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“ Some have given it an antedeluvian origin, while others have 
even represented it as coeval with the creation ; some have traced 
it to the Egyptian Priests, and others have discovered its vestiges 
in the mystical societies of Greece and Rome. Whenever a 
great philosopher has enlightened the ancient world, he has been 
resolved by a species of moral metempsychosis, or intellectual che- 
mistry, into a Freemason ; and in all the secret institutions of anti- 
quity, the footsteps of lodges have been* traced by the eye of cre- 
dulity. 

“ Our Fraternity,” continues this wise man, “ has thus suffered 
tinder the treatment of well meaning friends, who have undesign- 
edly inflicted more injuries upon it, than its most virulent enemies. 
The absurd account of its origin and history in most of the books 
that treat of it, have proceeded from enthusiasm operating upon 
credulity and the love of the marvellous.” 

Our Grand Master* of New-York justlv condemns those who 
' find vestiges of our Society even in the secret fraternities of Greece 
and Rome, much more those who find its origin beyond the de- 
luge, while the last of his reproof is poured out upon those who 
make it coeval with the creation. He was hardly aware of the 
extreme absurdity of our Grand Master of Carolina, who, push- 
ing his reseaches into the ancient records, as far as any who have 
preceded him, dates the origin of the Society in that auspicious 
season, “ when symmetry began, and harmony first displayed her 
charms.” And yet, dear reader, in this very expression, our 
'Grand Master of S. Carolina, but follows the precise language of 
Preston, “ the faithful historian of Masonry,” and of Webb, “ the 
Great Reformer of Masonry.” The enchanter has dealt with 
men before Dr. Daicho, and imposed upon them empty gascon- 
ade for genuine history. Indeed, to do Dr. D. justice, he himself 
denominates those “ voluminous plodders , who make Masons of 
every man of note from Adam to Nimrod, and from Nimrod to 
Solomon down to the present day.” (Orations p. 12.) And now 

* Yet his name supports Town s Spec. Free Mas. and Cross’s Chart, 
and dales with the origin of Masonry, which he himself condemns : 
“A. L. 5817.” 

Since writing the above, our country has met with a sore loss in the 
unexpected death of this great man. His services were invaluable : 
but not as the High Priest of America, or as the Grand Master of the 
state of New-York. 
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he seems ambitions of a place in his own named class of M$satda 
plodders. 

This Masonic Circular or these self constituted Sovereign 
Inspectors General of Freemasonry, is, except the old njanuscript 
of Locke, the most curious masonic paper within my knowledge, 
and deserves to be copied every word ; but time will not allow j 
and I will skim along, assuring the reader that the milk left dis- 
turbed as itiai would make n<*meaa repast for aliungry mortal.. 

“ It is perhaps impossible,” say the Sublime Sovereigns, p. 5ft, 

“ to fix precisely U & time when the first degrees were established 
in the form in which they are now givep, as most of the ancient 
records df the Craft were lost or destroyed in England in the 
tears of the Danes and Saxons.” 

Indeed! Lost? Why the Dr. loses and finds the ancient re- 
cords, as a certain Bank once did its vault key, according to cir- 
cumstances. If he wishes to impress the Bhie mason with the 
greatness of a Sublime, Grand, Ineffable, and Perfect mason, 
then he has (p. 12,) “ records of a very ancient date, containing, 
besides the evidence of the origin of masonry,” many other very * 
important matters ; but now having qccasion f&r the use of a 
particle of that evidence, behold, most of the ancient records of 
the craft were, oh horrible ! lost or destroyed. And where were 
they lost, dear reader? And when? Jn the tenth century ; in 
Greaf Britain i . And the Vandals who burned them were Saxons 
and Danes. The little Island of Britain, we must suppose, had* 
by some privateering voyages* then lately made, plundered the 
Asiatics of all the archives of Indian and Chinese Masons, mid 
had robbed the inhabitants of the North of Europe, who might 
have been putting out to midsea for the purpose of depositing 
their masonic archives in a place of deep security; while the 
Spaniards, perhaps, sent theirs in the time of the* Saracen domi- 
nion for safety to the fast anchored isle ; and thq French, never 
to be excelled in politeness, had just then loaned theirs for the 
perusal of their Saxon neighbors : thus in the 9th and 10th* cen- 
turies of the Christian Era, by one means or other, all the ancient 

records, and very dneient archives of the most ancient and honor- 
— * « 

* Some say 9th, and some 10th. How shall we settle it ?— Give it 
both ways. 

17 

* * ‘ \ 
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able and useful and universal society that ever was, and perhaps, 
ever will be in the world, were gathered into a little and then in- 
significant Island in the Western Oceaa; and there were they 
mournfully lost or destroyed in the partizan contests between the 
Saxons and the Danes ! This is a capita^ proof of the great ab- 
surdity of masonic pretensions to antiquity, and to universality 
previous to 1717. All this tale of the loss of records in the 9th 
and 10th centuries, is reported from a* paper imputed to that anti- 
quarian oddity and Rosicrucian Alchymist, Elias Ashmole, quoted 
by Preston, and since, by all masonic historians, and is, no doubt, 
the smoke of the fire kindled by some too scrupulous brethren, 
A. D. 1720; by which, if I do not mistake, a designed mystery 
wasf thrown over the true origin of that institution, then first pre- 
paring to run to and fro through the earth. 

The Sublime Sovereigns of Freemasonry in this their Grand 
Circular to the inhabitants of the two hemispheres, now go through 
five pages of criticism upon the irregularities which have unfortu- 
nately crept into the blue degrees, owing sometimes to an igno* 
ranee of the Hebrew. Chaldee, and Syriac languages ; sometimes 
to the vanity of masters, who prefer a post of their own setting to 
the best ancient land-marks of the order ; and sometimes owing, 
one would think, to the incomprehensible grandeur of the subject : 
but I leave all these things to enter with the Sublime Sovereigns 
at p. 65, into the exposition of their principal object, as set forth 
*in their preamble, viz : to explain “ the origin and nature of the 
Sublime degrees of masonry, and *their establishment in South 
Carolina.” 

♦ 

<( Ye dull stupid Mortals, give o’er your conjectures, 

Since Freemason’s secrets ye ne’er can obtauy 
The Bible and Compass are our directors, 

And shall be a9 long as this world doth remain. 

CHORUS. 

. Come ! see masons’ felicity, 

Wqrking and singing with hearts full of joy. 

u No other Society that you can mention, 

Which has been, is now, or ever shall be, 

However so laudable is its intention : — % 

„ It cannot compare with divine Mason ree.” 

Book of Constitutions , Mass. Ed. 1 792, p. 238. 

“ The Sublime, Grand Lodge, sometimes called the Ineffable 
Lodge or the Lodge of Perfection, extends from the 4th to the' 
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14th inclusive, which last is the degree of Perfection say the 
Sublime Sovereigns. 44 The 16th degree is the Grand Council of 
Princes of Jerusalem, who hold jurisdiction over the 15th degree, 
called Knight of the East, and also over the Sublime Grand Lodge, 
and is to them what a Symbolic Grand Lodge is to the subordi- 
nate Lodges.” This with what follows is so sublime, or ridicu- 
lous, as to be unapproachable by a tame goose quill. A true 
copy is all the reader can ask. 

“ All the degrees above the 16th, are under the juiisdiction of 
the Supreme Council of Grand Inspectors General, who are Sove- 
reigns of Masonry. When it is necessary to establish the Sub- 
lime degrees in a country where they are known, a Brother of the 
29th degree, which is called K. H. is appointed deputy Inspector 
General over the district. He selects from among the craft, such 
Brethren as he believes will do honor to the society, and commu- 
nicates the Sublime degrees to as many as are necessary for the 
first organization of the Lodge, when they elect their own officers^ 
and govern themselves by the warrant and constitution which is 
furnished them. The jurisdiction of a Lodge of Perfection is 25 
leagues. 

“ It is well known that about 27,000 masons accompanied the 
Christian Princes in the Crusades, to recover the Holy Land from 
the Infidels. While in Palestine they discovered several import- 
ant masonic manuscripts, among the descendants of the ancient 
Jews, which enriched our archives with authentic wtitten records, 
and on which some of our degrees are founded. 

46 In the years 5303 and 5315 (A. D. 1304 and 1311) some 
very extraordinary discoveries were made and occurrences took 
place, which renders the masonic history of that period of the 
highest importance : a period dear to the mason’s heart, who is 
zealous in the cause of his order, his country, and his God 
(which would be more sonorous, if it contained some particle of 
historical truth.) 

44 Another very important discovery,” say the Sublime Sove- 
reigns, p. 67, 44 was made in the year 5557 (A. D. 1553,) of are- 
cord in Syriac characters, relating to the most remote antiquity, 
and from which it would appear that the world is many thousand 
pears older than given by the Mosaic account ; an opinion enter - 
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tamed by many of the learned . Few of these characters were 
translated until the r.eign of our Illustrious and Most Enlightened 
Brother, Frederick, 2d king of Prussia, whose well known zeal for 
the craft was the cause of much improvement in the Spciety over 
which he condescended to preside.” 

Now hold ; the blossoms of the degree of Perfection here show 
a specimen of fruit. This great length of the masonic ladder, 33 
and 53 steps, CQmes into use at last : standing at the head of it, 
without dizziness, the Sublime Sovereigns are competent to 
proclaim the contents of a precious old Syriac manuscript, 
known only to themselves, informing men, that the world is 
some, yea, many thousand years older than the Mosaic account : 
“ an opinion entertained by maDy of the learned.” O, Sublime 
masonry ! how much thy debtor for this important annunciation ! 
Supported as it is with a reference to thy “ Illustrious and Most 
Enlightened Brother, Frederick of Prussia, whose well known 
zeal for the craft,” is known equally well with his hatred of divine 
revelation, and contempt of the blood which was shed for the re- 
mission of sins. 

The Sublime Sovereigns were not mindful that this Illustrious 
and Most Enlightened Brother was the fast friend of Voltaite, of 
D’Alembert, and of ^ieir school ; and did not only understand, 
but could use, the watch word Ecrasez Vinfame ;* and the invent- 
or of that word, gloried in the day he wa& pompously admitted a 
member of tlte Lodge at Paris, impiously exclaiming, “ this tri- 
umph is well worth that of the Nazarine .” — Barruel, 2 vol. 237 p. 
Frederick’s letters as quoted by the Abbe Barruel, are published 
in Yoltaire’s works, and the date of each extract is faithfully giv- 
en, and they fully establish the connexion of the Illustrious Brother 
with the Sublime degrees of masonry, which will not increase the 
confidence of the Christian public in the holiness of the Grand 
Pontiffs, Princes of the Tabernacle, and Princes of Mercy of 
Freemasonry. 

“ As Society improved,” say the Sublime Sovereigns,, u and as 
discoveries of old records were made, the number of our degrees 
was increased until in process of time the system became com- 
plete.” p, 67. 

* Crush the wretch. 
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N. B. — Society continues yet to improve, and no doubt old 
manuscripts remain to be discovered ; perhaps another generation 
may furnish a race of masons as much above the Sublime Sove- 
reigns of Masonry of 1808, as they are above the Blue degrees. 

“ From such of our records as are authentic, we are informed 
of the establishment of the Sublime and Ineffable degrees of ma- 
sonry in Scotland, France, and Prussia, immediately after the first 
Crusade ; but from circumstances which to us are unknown, after 
the year 5662 (A. D. 1658,) they fell into neglect, until the year 
5748, (A. D. 1744) when a nobleman from Scotland visited 
France, and re-established the Lodge of Perfection in Bordeaux.* 

“ In 5765, (A. D. 1761) the Lodges and Councils of the Su- 
perior degrees, being extended throughout the continent of Eu- 
rope, His Majesty, the King of Prussia, as Grand Commander of 
the Order of Prince of the Royal Secret, was acknowledged by all 
the Craft, as the head of the Sublime and Ineffable degrees of 
Freemasonry throughout the two hemispheres. His Royal High- 
ness, Charles, hereditary Prince of the Swedes, Goths and Van- 
dals, &c. &c. &c., was, and still continues, the Grand Comman- 
der and Protector of the Sublime masons in Sweden ; and his 
Royal Highness, Louis of Bourbon, Prince of the Royal blood, 
Due de Chartres, [afterwards of Orleans, Egalite, and the Gullo *. 
tine,] and the Cardinal Prince de Rohan, Bishop of Strasburg, 
were at the head of those degrees in France. * 

“ On the 26th of October, 5766, (A. D. 1762,) the Grand 
Masonic Constitutions were finally ratified in Berlin, and pro- 
claimed for all the government of all the Lodges of Sublime and 
Perfect masons, Chapters, Councils, Colleges, and Consistories 

* It is sorrowful that archives which relate to matters many thou- 
sand years older than the world, and which are authentic respecting 
the establishment of the Sublime and Ineffable degrees in Scotland, 
France, and Russia, and their continuing to flourish until 1668, should 
then give out, and know no more of the matter until 1744, a Scotch 
nobleman re-established them at Bordeaux. 

This re-establishment of the Sublime degrees at Bordeaux is well 
illustrated by the manner of Capt. Celeron, who, according to the in- 
scription on a lead plate found at the mouth of the clear Muskingum, 
arid now in the Hall of the A. Ant. Society, dated 1749, “ deposited 
it as a monument, and a memorial of the re-establishment of the 
French power in all the country on both sides of the Oyo (Ohio) oth- 
erwise called u the beautiful nver, and near all those rivers which 
empty into it.” A Frenchman might have seen the beautiful river 
before 1749; but a Sublime degree above the Master s had probably 
^evembefore 1744 seen Bordeaux. 
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of the Royal and Military Art of Freemasonry, (Military art !) 
over the surface of the two hemispheres.* 

“ In the same year the constitutions were transmitted to our 
Illustrious Brother, Stephen Morin, who had been appointed on 
the 27th August, 5765, (1761) Inspector General over all the 
Lodges, &c. &c. &c,, in the New World, by the Grand Con- 
sistory of Princes of the Royal Secret, convened in Paris, at which 
presided the King of Prussia’s Deputy Chaillon de Jonville, Sub- 
stitute General of the Order, Right Worshipful Master of the first 
Lodge in France, called St. Anthony’s, Chief of the Eminent de- 
grees, Commander and Sublime Prince of the Royal Sepret, &,c. 
&c. 

“ The following Illustrious Brethren were also present : 

“ The Brother Prince de Rohan, Master of the Grand Intelli- 
gence Lodge, and Sovereign Prince of Masonry, &c. 

“ La Corne, Substitute of the Grand Master, Right Woi^hipful 
Master of Trinity Lodge, Grand, Elect, Perfect, Knight and 
Prince of Masons, &c. 

“ Maximillian de St. Simon. Senior Grand Warden, Grand, 
Elect, Perfect, Knight and Prince of Masons, &c. 

“ Savalette de Buchelay, Grand Keeper of the seals, Grand, 
Elect, Perfect, Knight and Prince of Masons, &c. ' 

“ Due de Choiseul, Right Worshipful Master of the Lodge of 
the Children of Glory, Grand, Elect, Perfect,' Master, Knight and 
Prince of Masons, & c. 

“ Topin. Grand Ambassador from his Serene Highpess, Grand, 
Elect, Perfect, Master, Knight, and Prince of Masons, &c. 

“ Boucher de Lenoncour, Right Worshipful Master of the 
Lodge of Virtue, Grand Elect, Perfect, Master, Knight and 
Prince of Masons, &c. 

* £ cannot forbear quoting from our Author, p. 117, further proof 
of the confidence with which he asserts what he knows can in a mo- 
ment be proved by his own mouth to be a gross error. “ The Sub- 
lime degrees are the same at this moment as they were at the time of 
their first formation. Not the smallest alteration, or addition has been 
made to them, and we know from our archives, that they have exist- 
ed many hundred years in their original state.” Even the italics are 
the Dr’s. Now again, p. 72 : ‘ On the 1st May, 5790, (A. D. 1786,) 
the Grand Constitution of the 33d degree— was ratified which rati- 
fication was 24 years after the last preceding final ratification, as men- 
tioned in the text ; both of which ratifications affected the original state 
of the Sublime degrees something less than many hundred yeafrs ago. 


t 


Digitized by 


Google 


AND MONTHLY MAGAZINE. 


131 . 


No. 4.j 

u Brest de la Chausee, Right Worshipful Master of the Exact* 
itude Lodge, Grand, Elect, Perfect, Master, Knight and Prince of 
Masons, &c. 

“ The seals of the order were affixed to the Patent ; counter- 
signed by Daubertain, Grand Elect, Perfect Master, Knight and 
Prince of Masons, Right Worshipful Master of the Lodge of St. 
Alphonso, Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge, and Sublime 
Council of Princes of Masons, &c.” p. 71 . 

[To be continued.] 


CONVENTION OF ANTIMASONS, 

Of the State of Nev>York, at Albany , 19 th February , 1829. 

The 19th of February is a day to be remembered : then our re- 
proach was taken from us ; our cause triumphed. Antimasonry, 
which had been unfeelingly dismissed without respect twc^years 
before, from the halls of Legislation, was now permitted to take, 
by its 100 delegates, entire possession of that hall ; and the. same 
man whose reported bill for the investigation of the masonic outra- 
ge was then unceremoneously laid upon the table, now reported 
in the Hall of the Capitol, a biU calling a National Antimasonic 
Convention ! 

The 1 1th September, 1830, was chosen for the meeting of 
that Convention, qs the anniversary of the abduction of Capt. 
'William Morgan, and, also, as the time in which the whole Union 
might be aroused. Let our friends in the East be assured, that 
Freemasonry will not have expended either its malice or its mon- 
ey, before that time ; and let our friends on the Western waters' 
be assured, that though the institution draws in its head, like a 
land turtle, expecting to thrust it out again, and travel on with 
renewed spirit, the arrow of truth, winged with righteousness, will 
reach its heart, and through its thick armor of mystery and false- 
fiood, pin the loathsome monster immoveable to the earth, die 
sport of children, and the contempt of women. 

When thirty-seven respectable Freemasons have come out in a 
body in one county, and eighty in another, and the fence groans 
with the number add weight of those who stand ready tp leap, 
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Antimasonry prospers and thrives. We count it a victory, when 
the enemy disperse ; yet we must stand by our colors, until every 
foeman has laid down his arms, his oaths, and his unholy allegi- 
ance. Ours is not a sham fight ; pnd it te the discipline of rifle- 
men to disperse at the word, and to rally at the bugle ; it is the 
manner of Indians to scatter at a whoop, aqd to fall on with a yell. 
For Freemasons to throw up a charter and disperse, is well : but an 
individual surrender is requisite. We cannot object to the flight of 
our enemy ; and it would be wrong to deny leg-bail to all who offer 
for it seasonably. But the terms of surrender by company, bat- 
tallion, or regiment, to be acceptable, ought to include a reinitia- 
tion of all masonic allegiance for each individual severally, as well 
as for the whole party collectively. It is right to require, that 
men who have taken wicked oaths, should renounce them. 


We*the undersigned, having formerly associated With the Free Ma- 
sons, deem it our duty, without intending td increase excitement, or 
to wound the feelings of our Masonic brethren, publicly to declare, 
that the system of Free Masonry is, in our judgment, of a tendency on 
the whole pernicious to the moral habits, and dangerous to the civil 
and religious institutions of our country. 

Rev. HENRY G. LUDLOW, XTew-Ygrk. 

HIRAM B. HOPKINS, R. A. M., Lockport. 

S. E. HITCHCOCK, M. M., Royctiton. 


O* We have no excuse for error, but love to be corrected in our 
assertion contained in the last No. of this work, that the (( upright 
and honorable” judge who passed^ entence upon Lawson, Chesebro, 
and Sawyer, is a mason. We have good authority for saying he is 
not a mason. And the contrast drawn (p. 81)' between the sentence 
on the horse thief, and the sentence on the kidnappers, is unfair. The 
fault was not as at first seemed, ih the upright judge who administered 
- the law, but Was wholly in the law itself, which made horse-stealing 
a state prison offence, and kidnapping at the worst, only punishable in 
the county jail. 
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u Tbe pride of thy heart hath deceived thee, thou that dwell est in the 
clefts of the rock®, whose habitation is high ; that saith in his heart : who 
Shalt bring me down to the ground.” Obadiah, 3. 

Had the Arch Apostate power to choose the Society 
into which to enter for the destruction of souls, as of 
old he had power to select of all the beasts of the field 
the wil/ serpent, none is so fitted to his purpose, as a 
secret, mystical and sacramental Association. He 
could have but a single objection to it, to wit : its lurk- 
ing would naturally render it suspected, and men would 
avoid it. To remedy this inconvenience, the character 
of religious sanctity and chris^an benevolence is neces- 
sarily assumed, and the claim to the patronage of 
Patriarchs and Prophets, Saints and Apostles ; but, at 
the same time, the institution is profane in its rites, 
blasphemous in its oaths, revengeful in its spirit, barbar- 
ous in its obligations, and false throughout. 

Or were sinful and depraved men to build a fit temple 
for the chosen residence of the Prince of Darkness, its 
Vol. 1—5 
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foundations would be laid in a Jie ; it would be built up 
with delusion, inclosed with mystery, and decorated with 
selfishness. Instead of the cloven foot for a beacon up- 
on the dome, it would surely display the banner of reli- 
gion, while the watchmen unceasingly blow the trumpet 
of charity and benign almsgiving. 

Such is the temple, the Mystery ; claiming king 
Solomon for its Grand Master Architect, and honest but 
deceived men for its supporters ; such is the society 
setting'itself forth as the handmaid of religion, trum- 
peting the poor bounty it is sworn to give, to be genuine 
benevolence; the system, which appeals to Heaven* for 
its origin, to the Holy Scriptures for its truth, and 
to the ministers of the gospel for its support ; whose 
entrance is guarded by a tyler with n drawn sword, and 
whose outward gate has been hitherto strictly watched 
by death. 

Truth upon this subject is every day taking stronger 
.hold of the public mind ; and, while some of the Frater- 
nity are estranged from us, by their confidence in ma- 
sonic glory, not a few are ripe for publicly taking fare- 
well of F. M. The number is daily increasing of those 
who begin to look about for a door of escape from the 
house of vanity, and of those who come openly forth, 
“ weeping like him who denied his Master.” Ere long 
the tottering walls of the boasted temple of Free Ma- 
sonry will cause the alarmed tenants to make a rush, 
and you who linger, may be overthrown in the gate. 

Nothing of value in the system of F. M. binds to it 
the affections of honorable men; no shadow of use 
in the trumpery of emblems, and the mummery of words 
constituting the body of the masonic lectures, commands 
for it the respect of its gifted members. Philanthro- 
pists do not remain attached to the order for its pecu- 
liar benevolence ; neither do patriots continue to it the 
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support of their names for its support of our political in- 
stitutions; nor do divines adhere to it with their weight of 
character and influence, for its kind services in the 
capacity of a handmaid to religion, yet each of these 
classes of men do adhere to it, do support with their in- 
fluence, and countenance with their names, the conceit- 
ed mystery of Free Masonry. 

What can be their motive? The foolish thing has 
been exposed to the world, and wise men must despise 
it ; the licentious thing has shewed both its disposition 
and its power to trifle with our most sacred rights, and 
every freeman must dread it; the profane thing has 
opened its blasphemies to the public gaze, and every 
soul must abhor it ; nevertheless, good men are retain- 
ed in its connexion ! They can not be retained by any 
sinister design, else they are not good men ; they neith 
er wish to use, nor to be used by, the signs and tokens of 
F. M, they heartily despise them. They would be glad 
to be unknown to the world as masons ; they would re- 
joice to have it forgotten that they were ever inside of 
a Lodge room ; they love to say, when compelled to speak 
upon the disagreeable subject : “ I have not attended a 
lodge these five years, ten years, twenty years.” Yet 
they are masons in good standing, subject to the laws 
of the Order, and suitable to prop its falling character. 

Have you read Morgan’s book ?” 

“ No ; F do not wish to read it.” 

“ Free Masonry is said to be of recent origin.” 

u I never thought much of its claim to k ing S lomon.” 

“ But the oaths of F. M. that are published, are horrid.” 

The mention of the oaths puts an end to the dialogue ; 
the oaths silence them ; the oaths bind them against 
their will to F. M. the oaths hold their influence in 
favor of the institution after they are satisfied of its 
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worthlessness ; the oaths retain their names, where 
their presence has not been for years ; the oaths com- 
pel them to countenanee what they do not approve ; the 
oaths, the oaths ! these restrain their liberty ; these bur- 
den their heart ; these blind their eyes, pervert their 
conscience, and chain their will. A conscientious re- 
gard to their masonic oaths forces them, against con- 
science, to support a bad institution ; to be silent, when 
duty bids them speak* 

What is an Oath ? 

To these men it is every thing, and F. M. nothing. 
Remove the oaths from their consciences, and they 
would give Free Masonry like chaff to the winds ; they, 
too, would make it : 

" A fixed figure for the hand of scorn, 

“ To point his slow, unmoriBg finger at.” 

For their sake we will examine : Y. 7 hat is an oath ? 
What constitutes its binding principle, its strong obli- 
gation ; In what consists the awful, dreadful power of 
an oath of God ? 

An oath is a promise accompanied with an invoca- 
tion of God to witness what we say. 

Two things are essential to an oath, that it contain a 
promise, and the name of Jehovah. The naming of 
the name of the Lord is not sufficient alone to constitute 
an oath ; much less is a simple promise, an oath ; but 
the Lord’s name united with a promise constitutes the 
highest obligation to which God or man subjects him- 
self ; for “ God, willing more abundantly to shew unto 
the heirs of promise the immutability of his counsel, 
confirmed it by an oath,” and “ because he could swear 
by no greater, he swore by himself.” 

The Lord gave a promise to Noah, and set his bow in 
the cloud for a token ; but that promise was not an 
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oath. The Lord communicated his name, 1 AM 
THAT I AM, to Moses, but it was not accompanied 
with a promise, and therefore is no oath. When Abra- 
ham was old, he made the chief of his servants promise, 
or “ swear by the Lord, the God of heaven, and the 
God of the earth” that he would not take a Canaanite 
for Isaac to wife. Remove from this covenant the 
Lord’s name, and it becomes a mere promise : remove 
from the covenant the promise not to take for Isaac a 
Canaanite to wife, and it is mere profanity, an idle and 
unnecessary use of the holiest Name ; and can not be 
an oath. The union of the Name with the promise, con- 
stitutes the holy obligation, which it is perjury, either to 
slight, or to break. 

An oath is as clearly a compound, as water is a com- 
pound. Hydrogen gas alone in any quantity will not 
form water, nor will oxygen gas : but hydrogen and 
oxygen combined in due proportion make pure water. 
As no other union of elements will constitute water, 
but these two, oxygen and hydrogen ; so no other form 
of words, will constitute an oath but these two, the 
Lord’s name and a promise. Use the Lord’s name 
alone to any extent, and it is no oath, but only profanity ; 
neither can a promise a thousand times repeated, by 
any means, alone become an oath. But join the two, 
the Lord’s name with a promise, and like the union of 
hydrogen and oxygen, a new thing is formed, of mighty 
import. 

To form an oath, then, we must use the Lord’s name 
and a promise. Suppose, informing an oath, instead 
of the name of the Lord, we use “ Heaven,” It is God’s 
throne; “the Earth,” it is his footstool ; “Jerusalem,” 
it is the city of the Great King; and joined with a 
promise, they give the form of an oath, and are for- 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



138 ANTI-MASONIC REVIEW, [Vol. I. 

bidden, inasmuch as those who swear by Heaven, 
swear hy Him who dwells therein, and they who swear 
by the earth, swear by Him who made it. This inter- 
pretation of Divine Revelation, approves itself to every 
enlightened conscience. The words Heaven, Earth, 
&c, are constituents of the oath, because they contain 
in this use of them the idea of the Creator of all things ; 
and that idea is the one essential part of an oath. So 
that the Holy Scriptures, which teach us to regard by 
faith the Invisible One in all things, forbid any attempt 
at evasion in the form of expressing the first essential 
v in an oath* 

Nevertheless, we cannot suppose the obligation of a 
promise sanctioned by the name of George, or of Jupi- 
ter, to be in the slightest degree binding for the oath’s 
sake. “ By George, I will go barefoot, or barehead, 
on a brother’s errand. By Jupiter I will keep the 
secret of a brother, — any thing except murder and 
treason, and these at my election.” No mortal would 
regard the names , as having any binding effect upon 
these promises ; they are idle words, not lawful to be 
used; but in relation to confirming the promises, they 
are a nullity. 

If the first requisite to an oath be wanting, we see 
that although the form of an oath may remain, the 
words have only the binding force of a simple promise* 
On the other hand, if the second requisite to an oath be 
wanting, although the true form of an oath may re- 
main, the words have no binding effect, and must 
be regarded as mere profanity, or, with aggravating 
circumstances, as blasphemy. For instance : “ I, A . 

B. of my own free will and accord, and in the presence 
of Almighty God, and of this Rt. Wor. Lodge, do most 
solemnly and sincerely swear that” i will kill Paul!—* 
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This is monstrous profanity ; but no child of capacity to 
read, will attach any moral obligation to this form of 
words, binding him who uses them to commit unhal- 
lowed murder. Certainly, the reader exclaims: “You 
are not bound by this oath ; you sinned in taking it; to 
keep it would aggravate your guilt ; you are bound by 
the holiest ties to do gpod, and not to do evil. Having 
taken the Lord’s name to your unrighteous pledge, you 
have profaned his name, and by no means has your 
profanity sanctified that unholy pledge, or rendered it 
morally binding upon your conscience. It is monstrous 
to plead past profanity in justification of present ini- 
quity.” 

The second essential to an oath is wanting, viz. a 
just promise; for to form water, not only the oxygen 
gas must be pure, but also the hydrogen. To kill Paul 
is wrong, and promising in the name of the Holiest to 
do it, can never make it right. The name is good, the 
promise is bad ; and the conjunction of these, in the 
form of an oath, does not constitute an oath, any more 
than the union of so much gibberish to the Holy name 
would constitute an oath. It is dreadful profanity ; and 
although we add for a forfeit, the penalty of a fellow 
craft’s obligation, “ to have the heart torn from the 
left breast, and given to the fouls of the air,” it does 
not help the matter. The promise is bad ; neither pen- 
alty nor name can make it good ; and it can have no 
part in forming an oath. 

“ I, A. B. of my own free will and accord, in pres- 
ence of , most solemnly and sincerely promise and 

swear that I will inform a brother of all approaching 
danger, if in my power.” 

This promise is not good ; it is unlawful , and there- 
fore can no more enter into the composition of an oath, 
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as one of its two principal ingredients, than nitrogen 
can be compounded with hydrogen to form water.— 
Such union is naturally impossible* “ I will inform a 
brother of all approaching danger if in my power” — 
Suppose his cjuntry calls upon the swearer to seize the 
property of a brother, or to arrest his person ? He 
must warn him of the coming danger, or break his 
promise ; and if he keep his promise and warn him, the 
end of the law is defeated, and the cause of his country 
is abandoned. The promise is unlawful, the form of 
the oath is only left, and the expression is profanity. 

“ I furthermore promise and swear, if ever I see 
the grand hailing sign of distress, or hear the words ac- 
companying that sign, and the person giving it appears 
to' be in distress, I will fly to his relief at the risk of my 
life, if there be a greater probability of saving his life, 
than of losing my own.” 

•This promise connected with the name of Holiness, 
is precisely like the last, unlawful, and also like Herod’s 
oath : “ I will give thee whatsoever thou shalt ask.” But 
Herodias’ daughter said: “Give me the head of John 
Baptist ;” and the king was sorry, yet for his oath’s 
sake, and the sake of his guests, be completed his guilt, 
and consented to the murder. Our oath-bound bre- 
thren on a jury, when the culprit at the bar should give 
the grand hailing sign of distress, might, like king 
Herod, be exceeding sorry , and, like the king, also, they 
might for their oath’s sake, interfere between the crim- 
inal and blind justice ; they might for their oath’s sake, 
secretly turn aside from their distressed brother, that 
sword, which the laws of our country had raised against 
his liberty, or against his life. 

So in keeping a brother’s secret, and going on a bro- 
ther’s errand ; the secret may be innocent, and the er- 
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rand may be honest ; but if there be a Herodias in the 
case, the oath still is the same, and he who takes it, 
breaks it, or is completely subject to her will. The 
masonic oath is, in its nature, Herod’s oath precisely .— 
“ I will give thee whatsoever thou shalt ask,” said Herod 
with an oath. 14 1 will go on your errand, brother; keep 
your secret ; apprise you of danger ; rescue you from dis- 
tress ; and do for you any thing, when I shall be inform- 
ed that my masonic oath requires it.” These are unlimi- 
ted and fearful obligations, rendering the mason subject 
to the humor, not of one daughter-in-law, but of every 
wicked brother. 

They are worse than the oath of Herod, much worse ; 
for his bpundless oath was limited to one person, in a 
single instance, while the boundless oaths of Freema- 
sonry are unlimited in time, and are extended to every 
member of the fraternity. 

Had the damsel asked a proper gift, Herod’s oath 
would have passed unnoticed. Honest masons having 
no wickedness to perform, to communicate, or to con- 
ceal, their obligations pass unheeded. But the moment 
an unholy desire calls for gratification, Herod’s oath, 
and the mason’s with equal strides, come to its support; 
and the mason, as well as the king, for his oath’s sake, 
plunges into the depths of guilt and crime. It is as 
natural for the freemason to do it, as it was for the 
king ; and we have seen both alike yield to the temp- 
tation, and, with wicked hands, slay those whose only 
crime was, testifying the truth. John said : “ It 

is not lawful for thee to have thy brother’s wife ;” and 
Morgan carefully prepared his book, and said : 44 This is 
Free Masonry .” If John had been silent, or had falsely 
spoken with respect to Herod’s illegal marriage, Hero- 
dias would never have taken advantage of the king’s 
oath to behead the austere Baptist ; and if Morgan had 
Vei l. 5—2 
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been silent, or bad published only a lie upon Free Mason- 
ry, the harlot would never have taken advantage of 
her lover’s oath, to smuggle the unyielding Morgan 
from his wife and helpless children, from the protection 
of his friends, from the constitutional right of trial by 
a jury of his peers of the vicinage, to sink his dead 
clay in the deep waters, and to load his memory with 
loathsome obloquy. It was the truth , in both these cases, 
which aroused the spirit of revenge in the bosom of the 
guilty ; it was the truth, which, instead of mortifying 
and humbling the offenders, pricked them on to trans- 
gress ; it was the truth, which made John a martyr 
to the immodest queen, and which made Morgan a 
martyr to shameless Free Masonry. 

Herod’s promise was unlawful ; he had no right to 
pledge himself to an unknown measure. He said : “I 
will give thee whatsoever thou wilt ask.” He was taken 
in a snare, and instead of breaking it, he suffered it to 
strangle him. So are the Masonic obligations unlawful ; 
wo have no right to pledge ourselves to do we know not 
what. Men doing so, are taken in a snare which they 
may be sorry for, as Herod was ; but nothing short of 
a renunciation of their oaths, will deliver them from the 
danger of Herod’s transgression. To attempt keeping 
the oaths in things lawful, and breaking them in other 
cases, is not safe, but exceeding dangerous; besides the 
mind is unceasingly harrassed between the fear of too 
much keeping, or breaking the oaths : and they become 
a burden impossible to bear. 

How totally hostile to peace of conscience, when an 
honest Free Mason reflects, that he is bound by oath al- 
ways to hail the sign of a brother Mason, i. e. to res- 
pond to it by some countersign ; always to attend a sum- 
mons of the Lodge , if held within the length of a cable 
tow; to keep forever a secret whatever is done in pursu- 
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ance of that summons^ the two highest offences against 
human law only excepted ; to go> if need be , without hat 
or shoes , on any errand a brother Mason may require in 
the name of a brother , if the distance be not above the 
the length of a cable tow ! To a stranger to the farce 
of the Lodge-room, the very mention of these things is 
perfectly ridiculous; but to the unfortunate .wight, who, 
in imitation of the good and great, has entered hood- 
winked upon the point of a sharp instrument into the 
Lodge, and assumed these unhallowed obligations in 
the name of the Lord ! they are a mountain of difficul- 
ties ; a subject of distressing recollection ; no light or 
laughing thing, but a serious and most oppressive bur- 
den. We have felt it ; and in that day when we saw 
our way clear to throw off these oaths, as a marriage 
oath is thrown off when the marriage bed is defiled, and 
as our religious fathers threw off the Romish oaths, 
when they deemed the corruption of the church suffi- 
cient to justify it, and as our fathers in the flesh threw 
off the oaths of British allegiance, when they found 
them the bonds of their country’s slavery to a foreign 
power; the heart was already relieved of a burden , the 
bosom heaved with new elasticity, and the perturbed 
spirit enjoyed unwonted composure ; and now the work 
has been six months done, both time and conscience 
approve it. 

Man regards the appearance; but the Lord searches 
the heart. The day of trial awaits all, both those who 
retain, and those who renounce, their Masonic obliga- 
tions. No man should be governed in this matter by 
example chiefly, but by a pure conscience, enlightened 
from on High ; and as he feels bound to act in the sight 
of Heaven, so let him act, fearless of men or of Ma- 
sons. Neither be hasty to sin by presumptuousness, nor 
fell into condemnation by remissness. But prayerfully 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



144 


ANTI-MASONIC REVIEW, 


[Vol. I. 

inquire, what is duty ; be fully persuaded in your own 
mind, and if your oath to Free Masonry is like Herod’s 
to the dancing girl, put it away, and be at peace. You 
can have no peace in attempting to keep it. If it be 
only the name of the Holy One attached to an unlaw- 
ful promise, it is not an oath, but mere profanity. — • 
The promise made without the form of law, and con- 
trary to the equal rights of citizens, is not to be the 
more observed, because of the profanity connected with 
it ; but the sooner to be rejected, both as a counterfeit 
and most dangerous imposition. It is a fearful thing to 
make the name of the Holy One an apology for sin, or 
a shelter for transgressors. 

If the Masonic obligations were an oath, they would 
be liable to every objection, which can be made to 
Herod’s oath, and much more. But they are not an 
oath; they are mere profanity and blasphemy; the 
wickedness they include and cover, vitiates them en- 
tirely ; the promises are, many of them, bad, and they 
are all obtained under false assurances; putting the 
Lord’s name to them, can never make them good. To 
form the new and mighty element, water, both the con- 
stituent gasses must be pure and unadulterated ; and, 
so, to constitute the awful obligation of an oath, each 
of its elements must be pure ; the name Holy, and the 
promise righteous. 
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REVIEW OF DR. DALCHO’S ORATIONS. 

CIRCULAR OF THE PUISSANT SOVEREIGNS. 
(Continued from p. 132.) 


We parted from this wonder of the Mystery, at the 
point where the Grand Consistory of Paris put their 
names to the commission of Brother Stephen Morin, 
constituting him “ Sovereign Inspector-Ge teral over all 
the Lodges of Sublime and Perfect Masons, Chapters, 
Councils, Colleges, and Consistories of the Royal and 
Military Art of Freemasonry, in the new world!” 

Brother Morin, to take possession of his extensive 
empire, landed at St. Domingo, in the West Indies, 
where he by the Majesty that was in him, appointed 
a Deputy Sovereign Inspector-General for all North 
America. “ This high honour,” says the Circular of 
the Sublime and Puissant Sovereigns, “ was conferred 
on Brother M. M. Hayes,* with the power of appointing 
others when necessary.” p. 71. 

“ Brother Hayes appointed Brother Isaac Da Costa, 
Deputy Inspector-General for the State of South Caro- 
lina, who in the year 5787, (1783) established the Sub- 
lime Grand Lodge of Perfection in Charleston.” Here is 
the important matter which the Sublime Sovereigns 
have issued this Circular to communicate, viz : The 
account of the establishment of the Sublime Grand 
Lodge of Perfection in South Carolina. Sec 2d page 
of the Circular . 

* Moses Michael Hayes was a reputable Grand Master of Ancient 
Masons in Massachusetts, 1789-90 and 91 , and after the union with 
the Moderns in Massachusetts, A.D. 1792 , he was one of the Com- 
mittee to compile the Book of Constitutions. 
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it 

viz : 

The 

names of the masonic degrees 

are as follows, 

1 Degree called Entered Appren- 
tice, • 

9 

Elected Knights 
of Nine, 

2 

— 

Fellow Crafty 

10 

Illustrious Elected 

3 


Master Mason, 


of Fifteen, 

4 

— 

Secret Master, 

11 

Sublime Knight 

5 

— 

Perfect Master, 


Elected, 

6 

— 

Intimate Secre- 

12 

Grand Master, 



tary, 


Architect, 

7 


Provost &. Judge, 

13 

Royal Arch, 

6 

“ ■ — 

Intend;) nt of the 

Building, 

14 

Perfection.” 


One would suppose it were time to stop at this 
degree ; but it is only the fourteenth step in the Sublime 
Grand Sovereign’s ladder, and nineteen steps are above 
the Degree of Perfection ! This is genuine Free- 
masonry, that began with time and reaches Perfection 
before it is half finished. 


“ 15 

— Knight of the 

18 

— Sovereign Prince 


East, 


of Rose, 

16 

— — Prince of Jeru- 

19 

— - Croix de Hero- 


salem, 


den, 

17 

■ Knight of the 

19 

Grand Pontiff. 


East & West, 




Members of this and the following degrees may 
understand the hieroglyphics referred to in Dr. Dalcho’s 
Note D. 


20 

Grand Master of 

25 

Prince of Mercy, 


all Symbolic 

26 

Knight of the Bra- 


Lodges, 


zen Serpent, 

21 

Patriarch Noach- 

27 

Commander of the 


ite or Cheval- 


Temple, 


ier Prussian, 

28 

Knight of the Sun, 

22 

Prince of Liba- 

29 

K. H. 


nus, 

30, 31, 32 - 

Prince of the Roy- 

23 

— — Chief of the Tab- 


al Secret, Prince 


ernacle, 


of Masons, 

24 

— — Prince of the Tab- 

33 

Sovereign Grand 


ernacle, 


Inspector Gen. 
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*' Besides these degrees, which are in regular suc- 
cession, most of the Inspectors are in possession of a 
number of detached degrees, given in different parts of 
the world, and which they generally communicate free 
of expense to those brethren who are high enough to 
understand them, such as select masons of 27, and the . 
Royal Arch as given under the Constitution of Dublin. 
Six degrees of Maconnarie d’ Adoption, Compagnon 
Ecossais ; le Maitre Ecossais, et le Grand Maitre Ecos- 
sais, &c. &c. making in the aggregate 53 degrees.” 

The puissant Sovereigns of South Carolina added ten 
new degrees to the Sublime Grand Lodge in 1816. 
(Freemason’s Library, p. 317.) The original state of 
the Sublime degrees, however, is not altered ; not at all. 
Freemasonry can find a way to make 33 and 34 equal 
and the same ; and the very Perfection one reached at 
degree 14 in 1808, the same with the Perfection attained 
in degree 24 of 1816. A little sleight of hand will do 
this ; and the mistress of the faculty of Ahrac is never at 
a loss. She named in this grand circular 33 degrees 
and 20 collateral degrees, making an aggregate of 53 
degrees ; and now, since 1816, ten of the collateral are 
removed into the direct line, the aggregate remaining 
the same. That is a slight change, one would think : like 
taking the outer courts of an edifice, and putting them 
three stories higher up on the top. It is, however, the 
same building yet; though the Sublime Sovereigns’ 
expression would be rather strong applied to this case, 
when they say, p. 117, “ Not the smallest alteration or 
addition has been made to the Sublime Degrees, &c. 
Those who can read note D. will understand this : 

The names of the new degrees are worth having, to 
make the present system of the Sublime Sovereigns 

complete : all the changes made are between the Master’s 
degree and the degree of Perfection, which latter is 
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elevated from the 14th of the former to the 24th 
degree of the latter system. The degrees added, are 


4 The Mark Master, 

5 Fast Master, 

0 Most Excellent Master, 

8 Royal Master, 

9 Knight of the Red Cross, 
10 Kight of Malta, 


1 1 Knight of the Holy Sepulchre, 

12 Knight of the Christian Mark, 

13 Knight Templar, 

23 Knight of the 9th Arch ; which 
brings us to Perfection at the 24th 
degree. 


“ The committee respectfully submit to the consider- 
ation of the Council, the above report on the principles 
and the establishment of the Sublime degrees in South 
Carolina, extracted from the archives of the society* 
They cannot, however, conclude without expressing 
their ardent wishes for the prosperity and dignity of the 
institutions 11 over which this Supreme Council presides ; 
and they flatter themselves, that if any unfavorable 
impressions have existed among their brethren of the 
Blue degrees from a want of the knowledge of the princi- 
ples and practices of Sublime Masonry, it will be done 
away ; and that harmony and affection will be the happy 
cement of the Universal Society of Free and Accepted 
Masons: that, as all aim at general improvement 
of the condition of mankind by the practice of virtue, 
and the exercise of benevolence, so they sincerely wish, 
that any little differences, which have arisen, in unim- 
portant ceremonies, of Ancient and Modem ,t may be 
reconciled, and give way to the original principles of the 


* What these institutions were, is not evident ; but I sadly fear 
the “ Most Puissant Sovereigns,” fancied themselves supreme over 
the Lodges of our land ; if so, it was only in the fancy. Our Lodges 
never invited any Sovereigns to reign over them, and, least of all. 
these Sublime Gentlemen, “ under the canopy of the Zenith,, 32 
deg 45 min. N. Lat. 

f This is the difference, which, according to our author, (p. 22,) 
was determined by the Jewish historian, Josephus, in favor of the 
Moderns. 
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Order, those great bulwarks of society, universal be- 
nevolence and brotherly love, and that the extensive fra- 
ternity of Free Masons, throughout the two hemispheres, 
may form but one band of brotherhood. “ Behold 
how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity.” 

“ They respectfully salute your Grand Council, by 
the Sacred Numbers. « 

“ Charleston S. C. the 10th day of the 8th mo. called 
Chisleu, 5553, A. B. 580 d, and of the Christian JE ra, 
this 4th Dec. 1802. 

“ Frederick Dalcho, K. H. P. R. S. Sovereign Grand 
Inspector General of the 33d, and Lieutenant Grand 
Commander in the U. S. A. 

“ Isaac Auld, K. H. P. R. S. Sovereign Grand In- 
spector General of the 33d. 

“ E. De La Motta, K. H. P. R. S. Sovereign Grand 
Inspector General of the 33d, and Illustrious Treasu- 
rer General of the H. Empire.” 

Thus ends the extraordinary report of this Masonic 
Committee. Their worthy names deserve to be remem- 
ered ; and their mysterious title woulcj undoubtedly assist 
the memory, could it be unravelled. K. H. P. R. S. ! 
what can that mean ? Surely these letters are the 
initials of the 29, 30, 31, and 32 degrees of Sublime 
Free Masonry. P. R. S. — Prince of the Royal Secret. 
That is clear ; but K. H. — what is K. H. ? Be patient, 
reader, it is too blasphemous to unfold at once : we 
shall presently see what it 'means. Treasurer General 
•of the H. Empire ? I have a work, “Hermes” ap- 
proved in its principles by the Grand Lodge of France, 
which, with less modesty, calls this Masonic dominion, 

“ Le St. Empire ,” the holy empire. Illustrious Trea- 
surer General of the Holy Empire ! E. De La Motta, 
Knight of the Holy Ghost ! !! Prince of the Royal Se* 
Vol. I, 5—3 
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cret ! ! Sovereign Ispector General of 33d, and Illus- 
trious Treasurer General of the Holy Empire ! 

Be astonished, O, reader ! Let your heart misgive 
you ! withhold your belief ; nay, deelare, positively, that 
innocent Free Masonry is abused by this interpretation 
of her honorary capitals ; and then know that the ex- 
planation here given to K. H. is copied from the Sub- 
lime Sovereigns themselves: and although they are 
false, this reading of K. H. is strictly true. (See Free 
Mason’s Library, Baltimore, 1826, p. 317.y 


“ Doth a fountain send forth at the same place, sweet 
water and bitter ? Can the fig-tree, my brethren, bear 
olive berries ? either a vine, figs ? So can no fountain 
both yield salt water and fresh.” — St. James, chap. 3. 


We will now look back upon this precious document of 
Freemasonry, and examine its general character. That 
it is vain, bombastic, and false beyond comparison, 
requires not a word to shew ; but it has truth in it 
important to be known. It is the only document, with 
which I am acquainted, giving an account of the intro- 
duction of the Masonic degrees into this country, above 
that of Master. It is matter of record in the consti- 
tutions of England and in the constitutions of Ameri- 
ca, that the first three degrees were introduced and 
planted at Boston, A. D. 1733. But whence came the 
remaining 30 or 40 of the Sublime degrees ? Who can 
tell ? And when did they first find a home in this holy 
land of liberty ? Who can tell ? Ay, wha ? Brother* 
Grand Master, can you? Brother Grand High Priest, 
can you? Brother Prelate, do y*u know whether, or 
not, in officiating between the Majesty of Heaven, and 
Sublime Free Masonry, you are the servant of ski, the 
tool of infidels, and the slave of him “ who is a liar and 
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tbe father of it ?” Verily, you suppose not; but you 
have no evidence besides the reiterated assertions of 
false Fiee Masonry. I believe you are High Priests of 
sin, unwittingly, it is true ; nevertheless, you are minis- 
ters of falsehood. You are named with a name of 
blasphemy, High Priests after the order of Melchisideck . 
That is your Masonic name ; and since Divine Revela- 
tion has appropriated that name to the Lord, our 
Saviour, it is no longer, if it ever were, common to 
mortals ; it is blasphemy to assume it. You are pre- 
lates of unrighteousness. That you are ignorant of it, 
is true; and how far this sin of ignorance is to be 
winked at, a future day will shew. I do not condemn 
you ; but I tell you the truth : You are the Prelates of 
Free Masonry; the ministers of folly; the ministers of 
deceit and imposture; the ministers of iniquity and im- 
piety ; the ministers of Satan’s synagogue ; minis- 
ters of that nocturnal school, in which, as sure as there 
is a prince of darkness, he presides. I speak not thus 
to be severe, unnecessarily to wound you ; but so true 
as there is a Gospel, so true you are the servants of its 
foes — it- most desperate foes. You may scorn my words, 
but your own experience will tell, faithful servant of 
the Cross, how such scorn can be endured. 

If ye cannot bear this, turn away. If ye cannot en- 
dure the sound of a voice uttering the deep convictions 
of an honest mind, throw down the pamphlet, go to 
your farm, or to your study ; for worse things are in store 
for you. I have called you hard names, I now shall 
prove that you deserve them. If ye cannot hear the 
truth with your ears, how can ye endure the sight of 
it? How can ye bear to feel it with your hands, to 
handle it, and to know that it is indeed truth ? Truth 
never hurts ; taste it, eat it ; and it will prove the re- 
verse of the prophet’s little book, that was sweet as 
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hooey in the mouth, but bitter in the stomach : this 
will be bitter in the mouth, very bitter, but salutary in 
the stomach, refreshing your whole frame. 

Webb’s Monitor, Albany, 1797, p. 214, commences 
a list of all the Sublime Lodges of America, thus : 

“ The oldest Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of which 
we have been able to obtain information, is that holden 
at Boston, in St. Andrew’s Lodge. This Chapter was 
first formed about the year 1764.” Then follow fire 
Chapters in Connecticut, six in New-York, six in Penn- 
sylvania, and two in Virginia, without date to their 
origin. The Book of Constitutions of Massachusetts, 
editions of 1790 and 1798, giving a history of Free 
Masonry in Massachusetts, makes no mention of any 
degree above the Master’s. 

Mr. Webb and the Sublime Sovereigns, agree in 
making the Sublime Masonry of these United States 
commence at Boston, in Massachusetts. It was 1761, 
27th August, when the Grand Consistory of Princes of 
the Royal Secret gave brother Morin the appointment 
of Inspector General over all Lodges, &c. Ac. Ac. 
of the new world. In what year he gave brother M. 
M. Hayes, “the high honour,” of Deputy, the ar- 
chives, or the Sublime Sovereigns forget to menrion ; 
but the time would not be unsuitable to Mr. Webb’s 
statement, “ about 1764, the first Royal Arch Chapter 
of the Union was held at Boston the abode of Mr. 
Hayes, by the very Lodge, (St. Andrews,) over which 
Mr. Hayes was, in 1789, 90, and 91, Grand Master by 
election, and not by commission of the King of Prus- 
sia’s Deputy. These circumstances agree but too well 
together. 

Now whether Sublime Masonry began many thousand 
years earlier, than the revealed history of the world 
places the creation of man, or first saw the light early 
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in the eighteenth century, the introduction of it into 
North America, seems to have been effected by the 
Grand Consistory of Princes of the Royal Secret, and 
their Deputy, brother Morin, and his Deputy, brother 
Hayes. We will not trouble ourselves with the Depu- 
ties in this matter ; but a close inspection of the char- 
acters of their employers will be very profitable to the 
right understanding of Free Masonry. 

Without pretending to say, or to know, what Sublime 
Masonry is, we may inspect the character of the foun- 
tain from which it comes to us. If Sublime Masonry 
be of a nature in the least degree suspicious, a pure 
origin will wipe away suspicion ; but a Deistical origin 
may excite a doubt of its pretended Christian excel- 
lence, not doubted before. 

Frederick II. of Prussia, as Grand Commander and 
Protector of Masons throughout the two Hemispheres, 
demands the first notice. In his train will follow his . 
Grand Deputy, Chaillon de Jonville, with his asso- 
ciates, Prince de R »han, Due de Choiseuil, and others; 
the Grand Commander in Sweden, Prince Charles ; 
and in France, the Duke of Orleans, &c. 

It is abundantly evident from these pages, that 
Sublime Masonry, as it is falsely called, claims to be a 
most Christian Institution, and may be it i$ ; good 
Christians have been within its veils ; but if the men 
whom the Sublime Sovereigns proclaim the Grand 
Commanders of Masonry, were active in the dissemina- 
tion and faithful in the protection of Christian principles, 
it is a wonder worth knowing; and if they have, by 
cunning devices, palmed a false philosophy upon their 
pupils for true Gospel, it becomes all interested, to bring 
them to light . 

What is a conspiracy? A secret combination of 
men to effect a dark design : whose members have a 
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watchword and tokens : a name for each other, and a 
name for their foe, known only to themselves ; and in 
their intercourse with each other the conspirators use 
their mystical terms, to prosecute their schemes with 
less danger of detection. 

Such a conspiracy in the last century existed against 
Christianity, and the Grand Commander of Sublime 
Masons was a principal in it. Frederick of Prussia did 
not play the jester : he did not enter into the protection 
and dissemination of the sublime degrees for the sake 
of the ribbons, and grand honours they bountifully 
bestow: his object was higher, and less innocent. 

The Encyclopedists of France were members of the 
conspiracy ; and Frederick, “ the Solomon of the North,” 
was their protector and coadjutor, equally with the 
Freemasons. Their word was, “ Ecraser l’infame.” 
Crpsh the wretch. (See Scott’s Napoleon, chap 7, or 
vol. 1, p. 117.) The name of Christianity, their foe, 
was L’infame, (the wretch ;) the conspirators’ name for 
Frederick was Duluc ; for Voltaire, Raton, (a cat ;) for 
D’Alembert, Bertrand by himself, but by the others, 
Protagoras : and the general name of the conspirators 
was Cacouac. (Abbe Barruel, vol. 1, p. 92.) 

And this is their language, “ I am weary of hearing 
people repeat, that twelve men have been sufficient to 
establish Christianity ; and I will prove that one may 
suffice to overthrow it.” — (Life of Voltaire, by Con- 
dorcet, his particular friend.) 

In* a letter to D’Alembert, 24th July, 1 760, conspiring 

* Believing it would be interesting to the reader, and important 
to the credibility of this nefarious conspiracy, 1 have verihed the 
references of the Abbe Barruel, and copied them from the original 
French. Let not the praises of the impious Voltaire be chaunted by 
the classic youth of our country, in the Halls dedicated to Science 
by Christian Piety. 
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the destruction of the wretch , Voltaire inquires, “ Could 
not five or six men of parts, who rightly understood 
each other, succeed after the example of twelve 
scoundrels who have already succeeded?”* Observe the 
date, 1760. 

Nor let the reader say, that the impious attempts of 
Voltaire have no connexion with the Grand Commander 
of Sublime Masonry ; for Frederick, in a letter to 
Voltaire, of March 16th, 1771, admires bis method of 
filliping the wretch while loadiag him with civilities ;f 
and again, Nov. 25, 1766, styles Voltaire “the God of 
Philosophy,” and represents him as “ ascending Olym- 
pus, loaded and satiated with glory, the conqueror of the 
wretch , seated on a car beaming with light,” &c.J (Bar. 
1 vol. p. 100.) 


* Serait, il possible que cinq ou six houames de merite qui 
s’entendront, ne reusissent pas apres les exemples que nous avons 
de douze faquins qui ont reussi. — Volt. Works, vol. 68, p. 1$7. 

t Je n’approve point I’auteur de la preface de Fleury abrige : * 
II s’exprime aveO trop de hardiesse, il avance des propositions qui 
peuvent choqeur les ames pieuses : et ce la ne pas bien. Ce n’est 
qu' a force de reflexions et de rai sonne ments que I’erreur se filtre, 
et se separe de la verite : peu de personnes donnentleur temps a 
un examen aussi penible, et qui demande une attention suivie. Avec 
quetque clarte qu’on leur expose leurs erreurs, ils pensent qu’on les 
veut seduire ; et en abhorrent les verites qu’on leur expose, il de- 
testent l’auteur qui las annonce. 

J’approve done fort la inethode de donnez de» nazardes a 
Yinf . . . . en la comblant de politesses. — Volt. Works, vol. 66, p. 16. 

J Enfin, comble d’ans, rassassie de gloire et vanqueur de Yinf , . . 
Je vous vois montez l’Olympe, soutenu par les genies de Lwcrece, 
de Sophocle , de Virgil et de Locke , place entre Newton et Epicure , 
sur unnuage brillani de clarte. 

Pensez a mof quand vous entrerez dan9 votre gloire, et dites 
comme celui que vous savez : ce soir tu stras assis a mo, table* 
Volt. Works, vol. 65, p. 353, 
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Frederick believed that death is an eternal sleep,** 
(Let. to Vol. 30th Oct. 1770,) and joined himself with 
those who attempted to subvert every Christian altar ; 
who urged their warfare with deceit : “ Confound the 
wretch to the utmost of your power ; speak your minds 
boldly ; strike, but conceal your hand.”f (Yol. to D* 
Alembert, May, 1761.) 

And when Voltaire proposes to him open violence 
with the church, Frederick replies, (March 3, 1767 :) 
“ It is not the lot of arms to destroy the wretch ; it shall 
perish by the arm of truth and interested selfishness. 
(Bar. 1 vol. p. 60.) 

Voltaire, in a letter to Damilaviile, 15th June, 1762, 
declares, that for the preceding five and twenty years, 
“he had no other object in view than to vilify the 
ivretch.”\\ (Bar. 1 vol. p. 95.) 

In another, to D’Almbert, (Let. 85, 1761 :) “ Let the 
real philosophers unite in a brotherhood like the Free 
Masons ; let them assemble and support each other ; 
let them be faithful to the association. This Secret 
Academy will be far superior to that of Athens, and to 
all those of Paris. But every one thinks of himself, 
and forgets that his most sacred duty is to crush the 
wretch . (Bar, vol. 1, p. 69. Observe the date, 1761. 

* Post mortem nihil est — Volt. Works, vol. 65, w. 429. 

t Ditez hardiment et fortement tout ce que vous avcz sur le coeur. 
Trapper et cachez votre main. — Volt. Works, vol. 68. p. 166. 

X U n’ est point reserve aux armes de detruire 1’ inf. elle 

perira par le bras de la verite et par la seduction de 1’ interet. — 
Volt. Works, vol. 65. p. 370. 

II I do not find a letter of this date to Damilaviile. 

§ Qjue les philosophes veritable fassent une confrerie comme les 
francs— magons, qu’ils s’assemblent, qu’ils se soutiennent, qu’ils 
soient fidelles a la confrerie, et alors je me fais bruler pour eux 
cette Academie secrete vaudrait mieux que I’Academie d’Athenes, 
et toutes celles de Paris ; mais cbacun ne songe qu’ a soi, et en 
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“Crush the wretch; I tell you then, crush the 
wretch.”? Let. to D’Alembert, 129. (Bar. vol. 1, p. 99.) 

It is not a little remarkable, that this advice of Vol- 
taire’s respecting " a brotherhood of real philosophers, 
similar to that of the Free Masons,” was given in the 
same year with the appointment of brother Morin, to 
be Inspector General of the New World, &c. by a club 
of these very philosophers. (The Grand Consistory of 
Paris commissioned brother Morin 27th Aug. 1761.)— 
Frederick did not dip his finger into Free Masonry for 
pastime ; nor did these real philosophers create an of- 
fice, till then unknown and never yet submitted to, viz : 
Inspector General over all the Lodges of the New World r 
for the dissemination of the doctrines they are pleased 
to denominate “ the wretch.” And what is more, no 
man before Frederick claimed to be, or was entitled by 
others, “ Grand Commander and Protector of Free Ma- 
sons and some of the Sublime degrees were the in- 
vention of his age and philosophic people.t 

“ What if it were so ; who would introduce his anti- 
Christian degrees into this country? Stephen Morin 
was a Jew, and M. M. Hayes tvas a Jew, and without 
impeachment of their character, they could have no 
more difficulty in seeking to crush thewretch % than Vol- 
taire himself. But I have no wish to further pursue 
this part of the history at present ; it is dark and 
gloomy. I will return to the club of real philosophers, 

oublie le premier des devoirs qui est d’aneantier 1 'inf. • . .—Volt- 
Works, vol. 68, p. 16S. 

Riez et aimez-raoi, confondez Y inf le plus que vous pourrez. — 
Idem, p. 164. 

• N. B. Ecr. P • if. .... vous dis-je. — Volt. Works, vol. 68, p. 282. 

t “ His character in religion was that of a Free Thinker. Indeed, 
he not only disbelieved and derided Christianity, but was disposed 
to deny the existence of a Deity. His court was at once a school 
of philosophy, and a seat of impiety*” (Russel’s Mod. Europe, Part 
3d, Let. 7.) 

Vol. 1—5—4 
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to examine into their claim to our confidence in any 
secret and carefully concealed thing, which first came 
forth of them to us. 

(To be Continued .) 


ADDRESS 

Of the Free Masons of Monroe County to the public , on returning 
their Charters : adoj.ted by a Convention of Delegates froth several 
Lodges , held in Rochester , on Friday , 18 th March > 1829. 

“ Strike:— but hear*” 

Anti-Masonry goes bravely on, when twelve Masonic bodies lay 
down their arms upon the field of battle ; nine by this address, 
and three a few weeks previous. The surrender of their Charters 
is made with much of that bad grace which naturally accompanies 
an act performed against the will ; and the address reads like a 
stout attempt to defend in principle, that which in policy, they think 
food to relinquish from their practice. 

But, take it altogether, it is a glorious triumph for the foes of 
secret societies, that their enemies disband ; that they who have 
defied ail e tiily sway, cower before the stem gaze of public in- 
quiry, and shrink and flee away under the awful rebuke of public 
opinion, distinctly expressed by our yeomanry at the polls. They 
may mutter in the spirit of a whipt schoolboy ; they do ; but they 
submit ; and that submission, followed by righteousness, is all we 
ask. That, in the moment of making it, they discover a rebellious 
disposition, and a good will to do veiy differently, if their roaster, 
the public, would let them, is poor human nature. No rebel against 
the laws cheerfully yields up his sword; but to yield it, is the first 
evidence of returning patriotism, and may well encourage hopes of 
an entire reformation of character. Not even a prisoner of war 
delights in the defeat, which proves him weaker than his adversary; 
and while these F ree Masons confess “ that public opinion, at this time, 
unequivocally calls upon the fraternity to relinquish their Masonic 
rights,” we pardon the apparent absence of all delight in the act 
of concession. 

This address is signed in behalf of the nine Masonic fraternities, 
by forty men, some of them known and respected throughout the 
state ; and they are entitled to full credii when they say : “ It is 
not to be disguised, that this concession has cost us a considerable 
effort, particularly while smarting under the lash of persecution and 
prescription.*’ But they will think better of this by and by. Per- 
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secution and proscription are frankly avowed for the annihilation of 
Free Masonry ; and, to the valuable effects of it, these honorable 
men are competent and excellent witnesses. Trincipia , non homines , 
is an axiom of Anti-Masonry, and of every other honest party.-* 
Free Masonry, and not Masons, is the object of our pursuit. The 
unholy oaths of a secret fraternity, we proscribe, and not the un- 
fortunate men, who, with their e^es blinded, have assumed them, 
and who keep them with a hoodwinked conscience. This republic 
proscribes monarchy, not to offend the men, who would really prefer 
a hereditary government, but in its own defence. Our countrymen 
proscribe aristocracy, not for the sake of shutting put a few able 
men from the councils of the state ; but on account of their prefer- 
ence for a democratic form of government. And it is equally pos- 
sible and true, that our yeomanry proscribe Free Masonry, neither 
to offend, nor to disfranchise Free Masons ; but solely, in the exer- 
cise of their constitutional rights, to provide for their own security. 
No freeman can take any exception to this ; and we rejoice that 
the Masons of Monroe county assent to its propriety, by the first 
step toward a full acknowlegment of its justice. They yield to 
public opinion, their Charters ; and; we will cherish the hope, that 
ere long they will also yield to it, their Masonic oaths. 

The committee who draft the address, “ solemnly aveh, that 
the alleged and probable perpetration of the death of Wm. Morgan 
by the hand of violence, has been uniformly condemned by them, 
and by their Lodges, as an offence, alike obnoxious to the princi- 
ples of Masonry, to the laws of the country, and the laws of 
God.” At first sight, this seems to be an incredible affirmation, but 
analyzed, it better commends itself to our belief. “ The alleged , 
<md probable perpetration of the death of Wm. Morgan f may have 
been uniformly condemned by each individual of the committee, 
and by a majority of the different Masonic fraternities which they 
represent ; but not a word is said to deny the part which some of 
these fraternities took in all the outrages, which were committed 
upon private rights, and the public peace, in the unlawful seizure , 
and violent abduction of Wm. Morgan ; not a word : they excul- 
pate themselves severally and collectively, from any approbation of 
the probable murder ; and their disapprobation of that, is not too^ 
much to be believed on their solemn averment. But they do not 
ask the public to believe, that they were also perfectly innocent of 
taking a freeman by violence from his wife and children, dragging 
him forcibly through the country, and depriving him of that liberty, 
which was li if tyrth right, and which is the constitutional right of 
every American citizen. They solemnly aver , that the alleged and 
probable perpetration of the death of Wm. Morgan, by the Band of 
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violence, has been uniformly condemned by them and by their 
Lodges ; but they do not aver, or even intimate, that the prepara- 
tion made by Col. Sawyer and others, to assault by the hand of w'o- 
lenee , and at a midnight hour, the house of an unoffending citizen 
at Batavia, 8th Sept. 1826, has been uniformly condemned by them 
and by their Lodges ; they do not intimate that the daring attempt 
to bum Col. Miller’s office at Batavia, 10th Sept. 1826, has been 
uniformly condemned by them and their Lodges ; they do not inti- 
mate that the forcible arrest of a free man at Batavia, with form of 
legal process, and the transporting of him fifty miles to Canandaigua, 
upon a false charge of larceny, 11th Sept. 1826, has been uniformly 
condemned by them and their Lodges ; they do not intimate that the 
arrest and false imprisonment of Col. Miller, in the Masonic Lodge- 
room at Stafford, 12th Sept. 1826, has been uniformly condemned by 
them and their Lodges ; they do not intimate that the unlawful sei- 
zure and premeditated abduction of Wm. Morgan by the hand of 
violence, at Canandaigua. 12th Sept. 1826, and his false imprison- 
ment in the Powder Magazine at Fort Niagara, by the hand of vio- 
lence, 14th Sept.- 1826, has beeq uniformly condemned by them and 
by their Lodges ; but only that the alleged and probable perpe- 
tration of his death , has been condemned . Could this have been an 
oversight, we are among the last who would take advantage of it. — 
Were it possible, that in their zeal to clear their fraternities of the 
high crime of murder, the committee could have foigotten the lesser 
crime of kidnapping and abduction, which is also charged upon 
them, we would acquit Jhe Masonic fraternities of Monroe county, 
of any iniquitous part in the Masonic outrages of Sept. 1826, on the 
faith of their solemn assertion. But positi vely asserting that be has not 
wronged the public out of a million, will never clear a defaulter from 
suspicion that be may have helped himself at the public expense to a 
cool five hundred thousand. Common sense dictates that he should say, 
if honestly he could : I have embezzled not a million, or any part 
thereof The million is lost to the public, and the western Lodges 
are charged with embezzling not only the whole, but the several 
parts ; not only with the murder, but with the abduction of Wm. 
Morgan. They deny the murder, and as to the abduction , they say 
not a word. No, not a word ; but they surrender their Charters : 
and for this concession, we will believe they disapprove of the 
the murder of Wm. Morgan. When they surrender their oaths, 
also, we will believe that the abduction of Wm. Morgan by the hand 
of violence , has been uniformly condemned by them and by their 
Lodges, if they will solemnly aveb. that also. But until then, we 
are compelled to believe, that they .both approved and aided the 
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jiays to ascertain that fact, as it seemed Letter to counsel with one 
principal actors in that outrage in aH its connexions, up to the proba- 
ble murder of their victim. 

The Lodges of Monroe county will never come together again ; 
we would not have them ; and therefore to amend their declaration 
is impossible. But those of Genesee and Niagara counties, &c. 
will bear in mind when they throw up their Charters to exculpate 
themselves, not only from the probable death , but also from any 
participation in the actual abduction and false imprisonment of Wm. 
Morgan— if they can . And as to the probable perpetration of the 
death of Wm. Morgan, being “ an offence alike obnoxious to the 
principles of Masonry, to the laws of the countiy, and the laws of 
God,” say not a word of it. The public will think as they please, 
and there is a manifest disadvantage in naming the principles of 
Free Masonry in close connexion with equal laws and Divine com- 
mandments. The difference appears more striking in the contrast. 

Indeed, gentlemen of the committee, there is something wan- 
ton and reckless in that declaration, “ an offence, alike ob- 
noxious to the principles of Masonry, to the laws of the countiy and 
die laws of God,” when you know, and from the night of your ad- 
mission into a Masonic Lodge, you have known, the penalty of an 
entered apprentice’s obligations “ The principles of Masonry ” are 
in most points, what you please, Greek or Jew, Pirate or Christian, 
Mahomraedan or Indian; but in one point they are uniform, death 
to the traitor. Every degree of Masonry, from the first to the 
43d, inculcates and establishes this principle . Wm. Morgan was a 
traitor to Free Masomy, but true to his countiy ; and in his murder, 
the institution illustrated its butchering spirit before tlie face of the 
laws, and of a jealous people. It does not comport with the high 
character of Wm. B. Rochester, Vincent Matthews, and others, to 
represent “ the alleged and probable perpetration of the death of 
Wm. Moigan, as an offence, alike obnoxious to the principles of 
Masonry, to the laws of* the country, and the laws of God ; n but it 
savors rather of the swaggering spirit of the harlot, born of Heaven 
in the day of creation ; who conversed with Noah, and Moses, and 
Solomon; who built the tqyrer of London, Masomcally^ above 700 
years ago ; and who, at this day, clad in a mock leather apron, dances 
in the metropolis of the nation, celebrating St. John the Evangelist. 

“ Let it not be supposed that we mean to admit that there is any 
thing in Masomy, as we have severally received and understood it, 
immoral in its tendency, in anywise dangerous to either civil or 
religious liberty., or opposed to the Christian religion.” 

They do not mean to admit any thing to the prejudice of Free 
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Masonry, but notwithstanding, tbeir conduct admits it ; and although 
to them the institution was free from immorality, and void of hostil- 
ity to our civil and religious institutions, it is far otherwise to the 
public. The public have unequivocally condemned it. Upon the 
Masoos, we look in this matter, with that deserved kindness, which 
they undeservedly bestow upon Free Masonry. The institution, in 
its nature, is evil, and in its practice, is corrupt; it merits neither 
love nor mercy ; but the intelligent and shrewd men, who have 
been caught in its meshes, who have been grotesquely attired in its 
short aprons, white, black, and gray, and who, with a halter about 
thefr necks, have been dubbed knights of the trowel and plumb-line ; 
they are our brethren, prodigal sons, who left their father’s house, 
and went into a far counliy in pursuit of wisdom. We will not 
despise tbeir return ; we will forgive their wanderings, and receive 
them as tbeir demeanor prompts. But it had been better for them 
to say to their country : 44 Father, 1 have sinned,’* than to attempt a 
defence of the harlot with whom, some of them, have expended a 
portion of their patrimony. 

44 A leading principle of the order,” they say, 44 forbids all inter- 
ference with the political concerns of the countiy, or intermingling 
with the same as a political party,” 

Where the leading principle of a system is falsehood, all other 
leading principles are to be distrusted. Falsehood is the leading 
principle of Free Masoniy : the system is false in its origin, ( from 
Heaven;) false in Us date, {the creation oj the world;) false in its 
record, {Book of Constitutions ;) false in its bistoiy, {tale of Hiram 
Abiff;) false in the inducements it presents to love, {holiness and 
secrecy,' and science;) false its grand object, {Charity.) 

And so in the judgment .of all dispassionate inquirers, Free Ma- 
soniy is false in that “ leading principle of the order,” which for- 
bids an interference with political concerns. It is true, she forbids 
it ; but she is not true, and does not truly forbid it. Free Masonry 
forbids meddling in politics for her own convenience, as she 
claims a heavenly origin for her own glory, and as she gives alms for 
her own gain Let there be a call to meddle in politics, and the 
mystery is very expert. She sends, in this city, seventy delegates 
out of eighty, to make a nomination for the Legislature ; while the 
public do not dream that she sends more than ten. 

We have recently had occasion to inquire, also in this city, for a 
Superior or Circuit Judge, to take affidavits deeply interesting, 
both to the fraternity of Masons and to the public ; and we have 
not been able to find one out of the many, who is not a Mason.— 
Possibly some are oot Masons, but we used*our diligence several 
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wfco is not* under the oaths of the order ? and we were reluctantly 
compelled to give up the inquiiy, And, generally, the institution 
sees in secret, her sons advanced to all places of trust and profit ; 
and, at the same time, publicly charges them to avoid meddling in 
politics. 

This circumstance is one which induces a large and increasing 
party in this state to ask, in relation to every candidate tor office, 
whether he is a Mason or not. That party is called Anti-Mown; 
and it ojay be called Federal, or what its enemies please, the 
strength of its arm, and the purity of its purpose, will discomfit all 
who oppose it, from the confines of Monroe county, to the utmost 
borders of our country; Not only Lodges and Chapters, and all 
other Masonic principalities and powers, quail before it, and in the 
fair and open field surrender their banners and their charters ; but 
etfery Mason is individually shaken, and must with bis apron, lay off 
his oath also, to entitle him to equal confidence among bis fellow- 
citizens. An honest jeweller will be mistrusted, if he keep a bag of 
deceitful weights ; and though he promises never to use them, he 
will be mistrusted still. A false balance is a dangerous instrument 
in the hands of a multitisde^ who weigh out public favors. It 
would be hard to say of this, or of that man, “ I will not trust him 
but it is fair to say, the whole company are less trustworthy for 
their possession ot unequal weights ; and anyone who will be an ex- 
ception to the company, must not only abandon the order, but also 
destroy his false balance, and his scant measures* 

For the Mason to say he has none, will not satisfy. The public 
decide that he has ; that bis obligations to the brotherhood are, in 
relation to his public obligations, like one set of measures with a 
private seal, which are different from, and therefore at variance with 
his set of weights and measures having the public seal. And all 
men know that honesty can neither use, nor possess , two sets of 
weights and measures ; one set for the brotherhood, and another for 
the profane . The fraternity will not be allowed to retain public 
confidence, and also, to retain their oblightions to keep a brother's 
secret, which they would expose in p neighbor ; their obligation to 
apprise a brother of approaching danger, which they would leave 
to fall on the head of a neighbor ; to go on a brother’s errand, which 
they would not go upon for their neighbor ; to respect a brother’s 
wife, and sister and daughter, while they are Masonically free to 
to abuse the family confidence of their neighbor ; and to risk their 
life for a brother, though a barbarian, when they would not risk it 
for their neighbor and fellow-citizen.. These obligations, the public 
believe and we know, are obligations of Free Masonry ; * and the 
reader will judge how far they entitle those who mil keep them, to 
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that perfect co n fidence , which a candidate fpr j wi l i c favor oqgbt to 

The citizens of the Western District of New-Yok, km decided 
that these obligations uofit the members of the Masonic fraternity 
for any place of public trust ; and the Masons of Mojgoe monty, 
hare assented to the justice of that tMlfilm, try the vUmktary ntr- 
remderof their charter*, and by 44 yielding subousMon to the impe- 
rious judgment, which mloUnmce, (they say,) has p ronou n c ed .”— 
By submassioo to this 44 us toUnmce” they expect to restore them- 
, selves to public favor ; and by surrendering their charters* they ex- 
pect to avoid 44 the sweeping denunciations, which have been so 
prodigally lavished upon them.” The institution of Masonry still 
remains pure in tbeir sight, Rod fit to unite them agaio 44 in social 
bonds,*? whenever 44 feD suspicion” shall have removed from them 
44 her jaundiced gaze.” 

By yielding willingly their charters to reproach, they acknowl- 
edge what, by maintaining the purity of Free Masonry, they deny, 
that the indignation of the public against the kutfati om, is just. — 
The reproaches of which they complain, rest upon them as Free 
Afiuou*, and not as citizens. So they qggard it, and disband their 
Lodges ; so they regard it, and resign their Charters. Thus they 
think to avoid the odium of Free Masonry ; thus they 44 repair to 
the tbreShhoid of conciliation and expostulation.” There, as Anti- 
Masons, we meet them, and inquire, ^do you cease to be Free 
Masons by throwing up your Charters ? Are not the oaths of the 
order, the ties of mystic brotherhood between man and man, still 
upon you? You have resigned your Charters to avoid the re- 
proach of being Free Masons, and you yet maintain the righteous- 
ness of the- institution? You acknowledge that the reproach is 
just ; and on whom or on what could it rest ? On you, as members of 
the Lodges, cr as citizens ? Not as citizens ; for the resignation of 
your Masonic Charters yet leaves you worthy citizens, and the re- 
proach is,* you think, removed. Neither could it have rested on 
you as individual Masons ; for that would imply a personal respon- 
sibility, from which the resignation of a Charter could not release 
you. It must, then, have rested, where it still rests, upon you as 
members of the mystic order, held by its ties, and bound by ^obli- 
gations. From these, you are not released by the resignation of a 
• Charter ; nor are you by that just act exonerated from the reproach 
of Free Masonry. You are Free Masons yet, entitled to all the 
. rights and privileges and sympathies of the order. As such, Anti- 
Masons must strenuously, but in a tone of softened feeling, continue 
to oppose you, altogether resist your claim to public favor, and un- 
hesitatingly prefer others before you for trusts of emolument and 
posts of official power, - . * 
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At a meeting of citizens held at No. 66, Nassau -street, on the 
evening of the 20th instant, Mr. Erastu* Ellsworth was called 
to the Chair, and C. C. Blatchly, chosen Secretaiy. 

On motion of Henry Dana Ward, Esq. resolved, unanimously, 
that a committee of three be appointed to address one or more of 
the most eminent men of this state who are Free Masons, soliciting 
their opinion upon the general character and tendency of Masonic 
Societies, accompanied with such explanations and remarks as they 
may choose to make upon the sutgect. 

Rlsolved, unanimously, That the Chairman appoint that com- 
mittee. 

Whereupon, Mr. Ellsworth appointed Col. Richard Varicn, 
Thomas Fessenden, Esq. and Samuel St. John, Esq. to consti- 
tute that committee. 

New-York, April 21st, 1829. 
Hon. Cadwallader D. Colden, 

Sir— The undersigned, the committee appointed in 
pursuance of the above resolutions, recollecting you as a distin- 
guished member of a sagacious and discriminating profession ; hav- 
ing reason to remember you with respect and gratitude as Mayor of 
this city, and as their Legislative Representative at Albany and at 
Washington ; and reposing confidence in you as a MAN ; and, be* 
ing informed, moreover, that you are intimately acquainted witb 
Free Masonry, and have attained to its most elevated degrees, beg 
leave, in dischaige of the trust committed to them, to solicit the 
communication of your opinion and judgment upon the tendency and 
effects of that institution, accompanied with such explanations and 
remarks as you may choose to make upon so interesting a subject. 
Entertaining opinions unfavorable to Masonic associations, on gene- 
ral principles, witb much sincerity, and without a particle of hostil- 
ity to Masons as individual men, the committee, as well as those 
they represent, are not only willing but desirous to obtaia tight and 
truth upon a question which, at present, so deeply agitates the ccftn- 
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muirity, from any quarter, Masonic or others ise, whence it can be 
communicated, an^ from which it may be confidently anticipated, 
it will come uoperverted, as far as it is communicated at all. 

With great respect, we are. 

Your fellow-citizens, and ob’t serves. 

RICH’D VARICK, 

THOMAS FESSENDEN, 
SAM’L ST. JOHN. 

MR. COEDEN’S ANSWER. 

Gentlemen, 

I do not think I ought to object to communi- 
cate in this manner, the sentiments I hare long held, 
and have frequently expressed, in relation to Free 
Masonry. 

It is true that I have been a Mason a great number 
years, $nd that 1 have held very high Masonic offices 
and honors. It is equally true that I have for a long 
time ceased to have any connexion with the institution, 
because, I have believed, and do now believe, it is pro- 
ductive of much more evil than good. It is also true 
that I have on no fit occasion hesitated to express this 
sentiment. 

I would not do any thing inconsistent with any obli- 
gation I may have, however inconsiderately, assumed. 
But I know nothing of Masonry to render it so horrible 
as jt would be in my estimation, if it obliged me to be 
silent when I thought its influences were pernicious. It 
would be detestable if it did not leave me at liberty to 
warn others from following my example in becoming a 
member of an institution, of which from its very na- 
ture, I must have been ignorant until I was initiated, 
and, of which, a just estimate can only be formed from 
experience. 

I shall disclose none of the secrets of Masonry, (if 
it now has any secrets,) nor shall T say any thing 
inconsistent with what is due to the eminent living, and 
illustrious dead, whose names are recorded as members 
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of the fraternity. I have had a just pride in being asso- 
ciated with many of these, and now feel that I make a 
sacrifice in pursuing a course which may separate me 
frotn men, for whose pure motives and righteous princi- 
ples, I shall never cease to entertain the most profound 
respect. 

Discussions and expositions of the principles of Ma- 
sonry, of its origin, its religion, its morals, and its sci- 
ence, have not been considered as betraying any obli- 
gation ; but on the contrary, have been sanctioned by 
the highest Masonic authority. It is true that, till of 
late. Masonry has always been a theme of panegyric ; 
but if the advocates of the institution are free to speak 
of its merits, it cannot be a violation of duty in those 
who hold different opinions, to express them with be- 
coming respect and deference. 

I desire that it should be understood, that the senti- 
ments I now entertain on this subject, do not result 
from the alleged murder of Morgan. It is true this hor- 
rible event has induced me to think more, and more se- 
riously, than I should otherwise have done, of the so- 
ciety ; but I have long entertained my present opinion, 
that a man who would eschew all evil , should not le a Free 
Mason . Perhaps I cannot give a stronger evidence 
that this is not an opinion recently formed than to men- 
tion that my son, by my advice, has never joined the 
fraternity. 

I cannot mention the deplorable event to which I have 
referred, without exculpating, so far as any thing I 
can say will do it, the Masonic fraternity from any par- 
ticipation in that outrage. For a long time I did not 
believe that Morgan had been put to death. But I find ' 
myself obliged to yield to the force of evidence. I yet 
entertain the most entire confidence that the fraternity 
did not participate in this crime. On the contrary, I 
do not doubt but that all the guilt of that transaction, is 
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confined t° those infatuated men who assailed and slew 
The rest of the craft, I am entirely convinced, 
are as innocent of the blood of Morgan as I am. I 
folly believe that they hold the perpetrators in just ab- 
i®" enC V the y wo “W rejoice if the guUty were discov. 
A^ , |mnishment. a, ^ tnnfdnrers to con- 

I do not believe that thow who committed this crime, 
had any intention to take the man’s life when they first 
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gan Should be left to call them to account. A frantic 
^rpretation of their Masonic obligations, and their 
ars, assisted, probably, by corporal stimulants, led 
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&c. &c. is taken into consideration, it must be obvious, 
that the charitable contributions of Masons are but tri- 
fles in comparison with the sums devoted to these ob- 
jects. It may be doubted, whether all that has ever 
been applied to the charitable funds of the institution) 
would equal a hundredth part, perhaps I might say a 
thousandth part, of what has been expended by Masons, 
for their temples and their decorations, for personal 
trappings, for jewelry, for fuuerals, for processions, for 
festivals, and in the conviviality so inseparable from the 
meetings of the fraternity. 

Let it be admitted, however, that the institution does 
relieve the poor and distressed to the greatest extent. 
Are the secrecy and the ceremonies of Masonry neces- 
sary for the exercise of any virtue ? Is it necessary 
that any set of men to be charitable* should do their 
deeds by night, in hidden places ? That they should, 
by awful ceremonies, establish a relationship among 
themselves, which many of them believe imposes duties 
and obligations in reference to each other, different 
from those by which they are bound to the rest of man- 
kind ? Many of the fraternity feel themselves obliged, 
in whatever situation they may be placed, to suffer an 
appeal from a brother mason to have an influence.-— 
Offenders have persuaded themselves they could claim 
an exemption from punishment as Masons ; and even 
at the bar of a court of justice, a criminal has thought 
he secured impunity by revealing to the judge, who 
was about to pronounce his sentence, their Masonic re- 
lationship. 

If Masonry separates the members of the craft from 
their fellow-citizens ; if Masons are led to believe that 
their duty towards each other is different from what it 
is to the members of the community not connected 
*with them ; if & Mason is bound to shield another from 
the general operation of the laws, or if he be subjeeted 
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to any penalties beyond those denounced by the leg- 
islature; nay, if even a feeble minded man is made to 
believe that by becoming a Mason, he enlists in an iso- 
lated corps, the members of which may claim privileges 
through their brethren, and must perform duties which 
do not belong to other citizens, it cannot be a fit insti- 
tution in our country, where no man in the discharge of 
his duties to the community, should act from fear, favor, 
or affection. 

It is often alleged that Masonry engenders and cher- 
ishes the social affections, by bringing men together 
with kindly feelings towards each other. It is not to 
be doubted but that a well regulated social intercourse 
has a beneficial influence on the disposition and char-* 
acter of mankind. But again* it must be asked, 
why is the Secrecy, the parade, and the obligations 
of Masonry necessary, if their objects be so vir- 
tuous ? It is to be feared, however, that these meet- 
ings have not always a happy influence. Admitting 
that the utmost decorum ami propriety are observed, 
while a lodge- is open, yet the craft seldom separate 
without refreshment ; and it often happens that more 
is taken than* is necessary to repair the exhaustion of 
their labors, and too frequently, more than is consistent 
with temperance. 

Attendance upon lodges sometimes leads to habits 
which are inimical to the prosperity and happiness of 
the members and their families. Every meeting of a 
lodge is attended by visitors, and as there are general- 
ly, even in the country, several lodges within the com- 
pass of ten or twenty miles, opportunities for these visit- 
ations frequently occur. Often the habit of making 
them renders a man, who would otherwise have been 
content with his own fireside, impatient at home, and 
desirous to exchange for the excitement of a Masonic 
banquet, those enjoyments of his domestic circle with 
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which he would have been perfectly content had it not 
been for the seductions of the craft. 

Did I know of any other advantage than these two, 
charity and the cultivation of social dispositions, which 
any rational man at this day, imputes to ^Masonry, I 
Would not fail to mention it. 

But, it is to he objected to Masonry, not only that no 
good comes of it, but that it is productive of positive evils. 
To some of these I have already adverted, and wiltno- 
tice others which have presented themselves* very foroi- 
bly to my mind, and I . may say, to my conscience. 

If Masonry is arrogant and impious in her preten- 
sions, and delusive in her promises, surely she deserves 
to be discountenanced. If she claim to be co-eve! 
with the world, and to be of Divine origin, when in 
truth she is but as of yesterday, and springs from the 
dust of the earth, what obligation can there be that 
should induce any man to hesitate to speak of her ac- 
cording to her demerits ? 

That operative or practical Masonry was one of the 
earliest arts practiced by mankind, is very probable. 
We may suppose that Masons, as well as other trades, 
very soon formed themselves into separate societies, 
and adopted regulations, the better to establish and se- 
cure their interests. The employment of Masons na- 
turally brought them, as builders and architects, more 
than the members of any other trade, in contact with 
the wealthier and higher orders of society. Men, as dis- 
tinguished for their science as for their rank, were placed 
at the head of congregations of operative Masons. It 
then became an honor to be an associate of these bodies. 
Members were admitted who were not operative*.— 
These soon changed the nature of the institution by 
which they had been adopted, or as their term is, accepted; 
and, instead of the objects of the assemblies of Masons 
being operatiye Masonry, they were converted to lodges 
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of speculative Masons, in which the tools and instru- 
ments of the former humble trade were retained to be 
transmuted into symbols of all the virtues and duties of 
mankind. 

No man, at this day, who has taken the least pains 
to examine the subject, can doubt that this is the ori- 
gin, of Free Masonry, or that the change from opera- 
tive to speculative Masonry took place in very modern 
times. The Masonic Society has no more pretence to 
a Divine origin, than tbe societies of stationers, butch- 
ers, bakers, carpenters, or any other trade. These, for 
ages, have had, like operative Masons, their assem- 
blies, in which their worshipful masters and wardens 
have presided ; but they have been, left in obscurity 
because their occupations did not bring them in famil- 
iar intercourse with men of wealth and power. 

The first three degrees of Masonry, when traced 
back to the actual labors of the craft, may claim some 
sort of antiquity; but as to all the numerous grades 
above these, (I think to the number of fifty,) they are 
of very modern invention, and are but the contrivances 
of ambitious or artful men to gratify their own vanity, 
or to obtain money from the vanity and folly of others. 
They have raked from the bigotry and chivalry of the 
dark ages of the old world, the names of certain orders, 
which never had any connexion with ancient Masonry. 
These modern institutions are no more branches of the 
Masonic system, than they are of the orders, whose 
titles they assume. 

The pretence that Masons are possessed of any pe- 
culiar knowledge, is as fallacious as their claim to a 
supernatural and anti-deluvian origin. But if they pos- 
sess all that they pretend to have, of what advantage is 
it to themselves or to mankind ? Suppose some cabalis- 
tic words have been preserved and transmitted by Ma- 
sons through ages, and that the fables they recite were 
true histories, how would it benefit themselves or their 
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fellow men ? The world must again be covered with 
that darkness which excluded all moral and scientific 
light, before such knowledge can be of any use even to 
the possessors. 

But it is pretended that lodges are schools of the mor- 
al and physical sciences, and instruction in these is prom- 
ised to those who join the fraternity. I have never 
heard of any attempt to impart any other moral in- 
struction than that which could be conveyed by precepts 
like these : That Masons must live within the com- 
pass ; walk upright as the plumb ; must deal on the 
square, and other such mystical advice. As to the sciences, 
the whole, scope of instruction goes no further than fre- 
quently to remind the brethren that, the sun rises in 
the east and sets in th$ west, and rules the day, and 
that the moon rules the night. 

That we may be in no danger of violating the secrets 
of Masonry, of having our judgments biased by the an- 
tiquity it claims, or by respect for the many great and 
good men whose names are on the list of its votaries, 
let us for a moment put it out of view, and suppose that 
it were now proposed to establish a society, which, with 
awful solemnities, and dreadful denunciations,* should 
impose secrecy on its members. ; that they should sep- 
arate themselves from the rest of mankind, and estab- * 
lish an intelligence by which they could, under any cir- 
cumstances, make themselves known to each other ; that 
the duties of the members, in regard to ' themselves, 
should be incompatible with the general order of socie- 
ty ; that when a member of the association should make 
himself known to another, he might, look to that other 
for special favor, whether it was to be dispensed at the 
polls of an election, from the jury-box, or from the 
bench. Suppose that the members of this association 
were bound to screen each other, as far as in their pow- 
VoL I. ftr— 2 
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er, from all evil, by concealment ; or by more active ex- 
ertions, to relieve them from all dangers and difficult- 
ies, however they might arise from demerit. Let us 
suppose that all these obligations were to be imposed 
with awful religious ceremonies, and with sanguinary 
and horrible penalties, of which each member should con- 
sider himself pledged to be the executor. We may sup- 
pose this institution to have many grades, and that, at 
every advance, there are new ceremonies, new oaths, 
and new penalties, the higher differing from the lowest, 
only in grossness of absurdity, and impiety of impreca- 
tions. That the members of this new institution, deco- 
rated themselves with the trappings of royalty, and be- 
stowed on each other sacerdotal, aristocratic, and even 
royal titles. If such a society were now to be proposed, 
who would hesitate to say that it would be profane, and 
inconsistent with our religious, moral, social, and politi- 
cal institutions. One of the most serious objections 
which might be urged to such an institution, would be 
its frequent administration of oaths. There would be 
danger that even these obligations, however solemnly 
imposed, would become so familiar as to be little re- 
garded ; and the simple adjurations of a court of just- 
ice, administered with the least possible ceremony, 
would appear, when compared with the awful ceremo- 
nies of the society, to deserve but slight consideration. 
If the supposed oath imposed obligations which could 
not be fulfilled without a violation of the duties of a 
eitizen, and indeed without crime, every honest man 
Would shrink from the literal interpretation of it, and 
would find a refuge in construing it so as to reconcile 
it to his conscience ; rejecting such parts as he did 
nbt find acceptable. Oaths, with which there must be 
so much tampering, could not but have a pernicious ef- 
fect on society. But these effects would be still more 
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deplorable, were the oaths to be observed according to 
their letter. 

Masonry disclaims all interference in political mat- 
ters. If, in this country, she has taken any part in the 
contentions of politicians, it has only been of late.— 
While I was connected with the society, I had every 
reason to believe that she observed the forbearance she 
avows. But it must be obvious, that the whole machi- 
nery of the institution is peculiarly adapted to political 
intrigue ; and though, in our country, its influence may 
not have been perceived by any party yet we see that 
in a sister republic, so far from its being considered the 
duty of the fraternity to keep apart from politics, the 
parties whose dissentions distract the commonwealth, 
are arranged under different Masonic denominations. — 
Scotch Masons, and York Masons, in that country, no 
less designate Masons of different sects, than they do 
partizans of different politics. If lodges may be con- 
verted into secret political clubs, they ought to be fear* 
ed in a free country. 

It has often occurred to me as a little extraordinary, 
that in this republican country of ours, where we claim 
to be such pure Democrats, there should be manifested 
in those who become Masons, such a passion for finery, 
pageantry, dignities, and titles. One who affects to 
despise the blue or red ribband, the star and garter of 
an English lord, or the coronet of a foreign prince, 
clothes himself with the utmost complacency, in all the 
colors of the rainbow, and decorates himself with as 
many jewels and medals, as are worn by an Indian 
chief. He expects from the fellows of his community, 
to be addressed by the titles of Worshipful, Most Wor- 
shipful, Excellent, Most Excellent, Illustrious, and Most 
Illustrious, with as much certainty as the greatest despot 
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in the world requires from his slaves a recognition of 
the rank be assumes. We see from the Masonic noti- 
ces daily published in our papers, that Knight, Prince, 
and even King, are familiar titles, by which those to 
whom they belong are always addressed by their bre- 
thren in their assemblies. “ To his Most Illustrious 
Highness, Prince of the Royal Secret of the thirty-third 
degree,” is a title which emblazons the name of many 
a good republican in this community. Foreigners must 
think we are not less fond of the show, and trappings, 
and titles of aristocracy and royalty, than any other 
people, when they see that we are so eager to adopt 
them, in the only way tolerated by our political con- 
stitutions. 

It is true there is something of equality in this, inas- 
much as every man, of every grade, and every com- 
plexion, may be invested with all the finery, and the 
magnificent titles of the order. AH others, however, 
are rivalled by the splendor of the Black Lodges of 
this city, beaded by their Respectable and Worshipful 
Masters. 

I have known many persons whose brains have been 
turned by their elevation from humble occupations to 
royal titles and imaginary thrones. Indeed I have 
never known a very great Mason, who was not a very 
great fool. I beg to be understood. I do not mean by 
very great Masons, those who have stood highest in the 
estimation of the craft, and who have attained the 
highest Masonic honors. I do not forget that the 
names of Washington, Clinton, \S arren, La Fayette, 
Franklin, Robert R. Livingston, Jackson, and Marshal, 
are justly the boast of the fraternity ; nor is it possible 
that I should, ever forget that I have seen many vene- 
rated Clergymen, sanctifying by their presence and 
their prayers, the labors, as well as the refreshments of 


Digitized by 


Google 



ANTI-MASONIC REVIEW, 


177 • 


Vol. I.] 


a lodge. But I mean by great Masons, those who are 
proud of their pompous titles ; who are fond of decor- 
ations; who persuade themselves that the affairs of 
the world turn upon Masonry ; that without, it, so- 
ciety could hardly exist, or if it did, would be depri- 
ved of its. fairest ornament, and most beneficial arrange- 
ment. 

It may be asked, how it happens that I should have 
been so long a Mason and not until this time expressed 
my disapprobation of the institution. It is true, it is 
nearly forty years since I became a member of the Ma- 
sonic fraternity, but 1 began to question its utility long 
ago. It must be fifteen or twenty years since I belong- 
ed to any lodge, and some eight or ten years that I 
have not been within the walls of a lodge room. Dur- 
ing this time, I have not hesitated to express opinions 
in accordance with what I have now written. 

When I was hardly twenty-one years of age, I was 
initiated in a lodge in New- York, which was distin- 
guished for the respectability of its members. All of 
these I knew must have submitted to whatever would 
be required of me. My confidence, that they would 
not have done any thing wrong, induced ifie to pass 
through the required forms with very little — too little 
consideration. A like deference for the example of 
others, led me from step to step, with the same incon- 
siderateness. It was not till the buoyancy of youth had 
passed, that I began to see the vanity and folly, and, as 
I thought, the evil tendency of Masonry. Morgan’s 
fate has, I acknowledge, strengthened the unfavorable 
impressions I entertained previously to his murder. — 
Since that event, I have thought the institution not 
only idle and useless, but this horrible catastrophe has 
evinced that its mysteries may engender infatuation 
that will stop at no crime. Since that event, I 
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have believed it would be a relinquishment of a duty 
I owed to society, if I suffered my respect for those 
venerated men who have left the world to believe that 
Masonry was approved by them, prevent me from ex- 
pressing the convictions of my own mind of its merits. 
The example of the many who have stood as high in 
the ranks of Masonry as in the estimation of the world, 
would have induced me to have buried my own thoughts 
in silence. I should have been awed by their opinions 
could I be sure that these patrons, of whom Masonry 
so justly boasts, deliberately examined the merits of 
the institution ; but when I reflect how many years 
of my life were passed before I gave the subject due 
consideration, I cannot but suppose that they, like my- 
self, for a long time, may have been content to rest on 
the example of their predecessors, and that they have 
left their successors free to express their opinions. — 
If these are unfavorble to Masonry, no one can say that 
they are in opposition to what would have been the de- 
liberate judgment of the persons whose great examples 
are considered of such authority. 

I am happy that the letter I have bad the honor to 
receive from you, affords me an opportunity to express, 
in such a manner as I presume will give them publicity, 
my sentiments on this subject. I have reason to be- 
lieve they are in accordance with those of many good 
and respectable men who are Masons ; and who, I hope, 
will not by their silence, suffer their example in becom- 
ing Masons to have an undue influence. I come for- 
ward the more readily at this moment, when I think no 
party, or unworthy motive can be imputed to me ; when 
the excitement occasioned by the murder of Morgan, has 
subsided into a just abhorrence of the guilty ; and 
when the question is not whether every Mason is not a 
'bad man, but whether Masonry is not a bad institution. 
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I believe that it does no good that might not be accom- 
plished by far better means. Its secrecy and extensive 
combinations are dangerous. Its titles and trappings 
are vain, foolish, and inconsistent with our republican 
institutions. Its pretensions are absurd, fallacious and 
impious ; and its ceremonies and n ysteries are pro- 
fane, and lead many to believe that they impose obliga- 
tions paramount to the laws. However limited the in- 
fluence of my opinions might be, I should be sorry to 
end my life, leaving it to be believed that I had lived 
and died the advocate of an institution of which I en- 
tertained such views. 

Having, agreeably to your request, freely expressed 
myself on the subject to which your letter refers, I 
have only to add, Gentlemen, assurances of the respect 
with which I have the honor to be, 

. Your Obedient Humble Servant, 

CADWALLADER D. COJUDEN. 
Col. Rich’d Varick, 

Samuel St. John, Esq. 

Thomas Fessenden, Esq. 

New-York, May 4, 1839. 
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REVIEW OF DR. DAL.CHO’8 ORATIONS. 

CIRCULAR OF THE PUISSANT SOVEREHyiS. 

Continued from p. 15 S. 


The Grand Commander of the same fraternity in 
France, will next claim our attention, with his Grand 
Fellow-office bctarers. 

This man, Phillip Louis Joseph, Duke of Chartres, 
and afterward better known as Duke of Orleans and 
Mons. Egalite, was one of the wickedest contrivers, 
meanest promoters, and worthiest victims of that moral 
earthquake, the French Revolution. Many might be 
pardoned, be praised for enter prizing a great political 
reform in the despotic government of France ; but not 
the Duke of Orleans* His designs were ambitious as 
his motives were revengeful. Having been scorned in 
an insult offered to the innocent Queen Antoinette, in 
which Orleans, played not the^^At of Joseph ; and 
being angered with the King ^^feglect, he deter- 
mined to sacrifice both, with the hope of succeeding 
himself to the government. (Russel’s Mod. Europe, 
Part '3d, Let. 8,) 

. For this purpose, he associated with the Masons, and 
with the party who sought to destroy Christianity. He 
was one of the founders of the Lodge in Paris, which 
afterward became the celebrated Jacobin Club. (Rob- 
ison’s Proofs of a Conspiracy, p. 45.) He was Grand 
Master of the Lodge at Lyons, Chevaliers Bienfaisants, 
for many years distinguished above all the Lodges in 
France, for its anti-Christian efforts, and cosmopoliti- 
cal discourses and opinions : a man, who u wasted his 
finances in the encouragement of faction, and the sub- 
version of social order. He was prodigal without gen- 
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erosity, splendidly ostentatious without dignity, and 
sensual without taste. Bold in vice and daring in fac- 
tion, he yet was destitute of that personal courage for 
which the nobles of France were long renowned.”-— 
(Russ. Mod. Eu. Part 3, Let. 8.) 

He lived to give his vote for the death of his King 
and his Cousin. “ When the Duke of Orleans, who 
sat as a member of the Convention under the abused 
name of Citizen L’ Egalite, (Equality,) when this base 
Prince was asked his vote, there was a deep pause ; 
and when the answer proved death, a momentary hor- 
ror electrified the audience.” (Scott’s Napoleon, Chap. 
13.) This was in the month of March, and in Octo- 
ber, the Queen was borne with shouts to the scaffold, 
and in November, Mons. Egalite, himself, endured 
“ the scoffs and insults of the multitude without emo- 
tion, and evinced in his last moments, a degree of 
courage which few thought him capable of displaying.” 
(Russ. Mod. Eu. Part 3, Let. 12.) 

Such was the Grand Commander of Free Masonry 
in France, a worthy associate of the Prussian Freder- 
rick, and pupil of Voltaire. Cardinal Prince de Rohan, 
“ Master of the Grand Intelligence Lodge, and Sover- 
eign Prince of Masonry,” next claims our attention.— 
He is the same, no doubt, who was “a creature of 
Madame Du Barri, (the shameless companion of the 
15th and dissolute Louis,) whose supposed inattention 
to the duties of his station, and imputed want of pen- 
etration, exposed him to public ridicule and censure.” 
(Russel’s Mod. Europe, Part 3d, Let. 1.) He is men- 
tioned by Barruel, as one of the Prelates, favoring the 
Encyclopedists, the men whose watchword was “ crush 
the wretch.” 

“ Due de Choiseul, Rt. Wor. Mas. of the Lodge of 

the Children of Glory, Grand Elect, Perfect, Master 
Vol. 1. 6—3 
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Knight, and Prince of Masons, &c.” (Circular of Sub* 
lime Sovereigns. Dalcho’s Orations, p. 70.) 

“ He was bold, ambitious, and enterprizing ; eager to 
aggrandize France, even in defiance of justice and hu- 
manity ; prodigal in his administration, (he was prime 
minister,) and not sufficiently regardful of the accom- 
modation, or welfare of the people.” (Rus. Mod. Eu. 
Part. 3d, Let. 1.) 

The Duke of Choiseul, during the whole time of his 
power, was the faithful adept, and admirer of Voltaire, 
who says to his fellow-conspirator, D’ Alembert, Let. 
No. 68, 1760 : “ Do not fear opposition from the Duke 

of Choiseul ; I repeat it, I do not mislead you : he will 
be proud of serving you.” (Bar. vol. 1. p. 46.) 

He aided the distribution and circulation of their anti- 
Christian works, and received therefor in a letter from 
Voltaire to Marmontel, 1767, this damnatory praise : 
“ Long live the Ministers of France ; above all, long 
live the Duke of Choiseul.” (Bar. vol. 1, p. 84.) 

Such are the four principal and leading men, among 
those named by our Sublime Sovereigns, Grand Digna- 
tories of Free Masonry. The names of the others, I 
cannot find in the histories within my command. They 
are of less note, or are unknown ; but arguing, as it is 
right to do, the character of the body from its head, the 
infidel king of Russia ; and the character of its works 
from its unprincipled hands, the Duke of Orleans, and 
the Duke of Choiseul) what must the body be ? La 
Corne, Daubertain, Topi n , &c. &c. &c. ? These are 
the men, who were, (if th« Sublime Sovereigns are to 
believed) instrumental of establishing Sublime Ma- 
sonry among us; which is all one as Christianity: 
“ founded on Evangelical truth according to the 
Grand Chapter of New-York, and Mr. Town. 'What 
a tVonder ! Now Judas has become a preacher of faith* 
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fulness ! This time he kisses his Master with sincerity \ 
Sorry I am for bis sincerity, that he should still prefer 
secrecy and the midnight hour, for the display of his 
affection and fidelity; that he should come, too, from a 
conspiracy, not less distinguished for their hatred of 
the Gospel, than the Chief Priests and Sanhedrim 
were for their envy of the Lord of Glory* 

“ But, my candid reviewer, do you believe the Sublime 
Masons of our country are a conspiracy to execute the 
infernal machinations of Voltaire, of Frederick, and of 
Orleans ?” I know no more of that than the querist. 
But this I know, that the source whence Sublime Free 
Masonry comes is most foul and unchristian, upon the 
authority of its highest functionaries in America, the 
puissant Sovereigns of Charleston, S. C. And that it 
was introduced among us by Jews, and first sheltered 
in this free country by Jews ; fit instruments of the an- 
ti-christian wickedness of Voltaire. Moreover, the au-* 
thentic revelation of the Sublime degrees has been 
made in solemn form at Le Roy, N. Y. and confirmed 
by independent witnesses in distant sections of our coun- 
try, to the summit of the encampments of Knights 
Templars ; and all the oaths and ceremonies, rites and 
doctrines, are of a character to suit the enmity to Christ 
discovered in its origin. Disciple of the Lord, hearken 
to me ! You, my friends, both in the East and in the 
West, with whom I have taken sweet counsel, and 
walked to the house of God in company, hear and con* 
eider ! The degrees of Free Masonry above the d$* 
gree of Master Mason, came to this country from a 
company of Voltaire’s associates, by the hand of the 
sons of those, who in their madness exclaimed ; “ his 
blood be upon us and upon out children!” Jews, also 
received it here, and passed it down to you* And as 
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revealed, it contains both the guile and the venom of 
the old Serpent. 

You know the mysteries of the upper degrees by the * 
hearing of the ear ; I know them as they are inscri- 
bed in fair legible type upon the page, and by a legible 
hand in manuscript. They are full of impiety, under 
cover of Christian doctrine ; they are the true Satan, 
arrayed as an angel of light. 

In view of these things, the Sublime Masons of our 
country, are the abettors of infidelity; the efficient 
friends of the French philosophy, which led to the pub* 
lie conflagration of the Bible, to the abolition of the 
Sabbath day, to the annihilation of the marriage cove- 
nant, and to the public worship of Reason ! 

But I honor the Sublime Masons of America. So 
far from favoring the anti-Christian efforts of these 
real philosophers, from whom your Masonry has sprung, 
you will be ready to suspect even a good thing from 
their hands ; to say with the Roman poet : 

“Qjuicquid id est, timeo Danaos et dona ferentes.” 

You will reject, forsake, and forever abandon both 
Free Masonry and Sublime Masonry. 
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HISTORY OP FREE MASONRY. 

The early history of Free Masonry, like that of 
Rome, is involved in obscurity. The conquerors of the 
world were not satisfied with the plain truth of their 
national origin. They taught that the “ Eternal City” 
was founded and first ruled by the son of Mars, whose 
name was Romulus ; who was taken to the gods in a 
tempest of lightning, and became Quirinus, the pat- 
ron saint of the city, and one of the chief gods of Rome. 
This was lofty and sonorous, and unexceptionable, had 
it been true. 

Our modern power, which seeks, with Roman am- 
bition, to lord it over the whole habitable earth, also 
styles itself ttemal , as did Rome ; deduces its origin 
from Heaven ; claims the wisest man for its lawgiver ; 
and some mighty thing in the nature of the philoso- 
pher’s stone for its secret — all which is equally credible 
and as well attested as that Romulus was nursed by a 
wolf, or Jupiter was a god that could save. And the 
masonic fables are told, to cover the meanness of Free 
Masonry’s origin ; for she, too, sprung from a confedera- 
cy of lawless plunderers : and it mortifies the pride of the 
high priests, it tops the vanity of the grand masters, and 
makes the puissant sovereigns of Free Masonry to trem- 
ble for the security of their thrones, to be told that their 
boasted order, sprung from the mire of the Rosicrucians, 
and spread abroad over the face of the earth upon the li- 
centious cupidity of its speculative fathers ; that it orig- 
inated within the 18 th century, among men capable of 
the most atrocious falsehoods, and base enough to sell 
their reputation for money, and to barter a good con- 
science for the delusion of a lodge room ; men who sold 
Masonic charters for an appearanoe of mystery, but of* 
a truth for gold. • 

Stone Masons, in common with ninety-one other 
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crafts and trades in the city of l#ondon, hare been in the 
habit for centuries, of meeting in club, for -the purpose 
of improvement in the elements of their business and 
craft. Each craft has its public hall, its admission fee, 
its coat of arms, and its charity fund. * The companies 
are given by name in the order of their rank, in 
Rees 9 Encyclopedia, Art. Company ; and out of only 
eighteen whose form of government is particlarly men- 
tioned, sixteen are governed by a Matter , two Wardens, 
and a various number of other assistants. So Free Ma- 
son’s lodges are governed ; and the titles, Worshipful , 
and Most Worshipful , now peculiar to Masonic officers, 
were common to gentlemen of the 16th and 17th cen- 
turies, as Esquire and Honorable are common at the 
present day. 

The Lord .Mayor of London, at his election usually 
makes himself free; i. e. becomes a member of one of 
the twelve principal societies, if he were not a member 
of one of them before: “for these twelve,” says the 
Cyclopedia, “ are not only the oldest, but the richest ; 
many of them having had the honor of kings and prin- 
ces to be their members, and the apartments of their 
halls being fit to entertain a monarch.” But Masons 
are not among the first twelve : their rank is 31, hall in 
Basing Hall-street, charter Charles 2d, 1677. Some of 
these societies meet by prescriptive right; the oldest 
charter is that of the Parish Clerks, A. D. 1233, Henry 
3d, ; the Bakers, A. D. 1307, Edward 2d. Six were 
chartered in the 14th century, eighteen in the 15th cen- 
tury, twelve in the 16th century, 40, (and among thefti 
the Stone Masons,) in the 17th century, and some in the 
18th century. 

Handicraft Masonry, is an ancient trade , and has 
ever received the fostering attention of distinguished 
princes. Both in France and in Scotland, the craft 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



V#l. I.] ANTI-MASONIC REVIEW, 187 

were allowed a peculiar jurisdiction ever all disputes 
. growing out of the exercise of their trade* (Lawrie’s 
History of Masonry, p. 110, and p. 297.) This was 
granted in France, A. D. 1645 ; and in Scotland, near 
two hundred years earlier, to real builders. 

In the rude times, when men, ignorant of chirogra- 
phy, impressed the seal of thfeir parchments with the 
tooth in their head for their signature, it was usual for 
master Masons to give their apprentice a grip or sign , 
by which he should make himself known to any Mason 
as a regularly entered apprentice to the trade; and 
another when he had completed his apprenticeship, and 
passed to the rank of a journeyman or fellow-craft ; 
and a third, when by assiduity, experience, and skill, 
he had become himself a master of work, took build- 
ings to rear, hired fellow-crafts or journeymen, and re- 
ceived apprentices. The wordy the sign, and the grip, 
in those unlettered ages, were the certificate of the 
craft to its regularly taught members ; and in Germany 
were common before Free Masonry was imported from 
England. (See. Prof. Robinson’s Proofs, p. 54.) 

Masonic historians claim the men to be Free Masons 
against whom the statute was passed in the 25th of Ed- 
ward 3d, and again in the reign of Henry 6th, forbid- 
ding them to assemble in lodges and chapters. (See 
F. ill. Library , p. 25 ; Hardie y s Monitory p. 20; Lawrie> 
p. 94 ; Encyclopdia Brittanica 9 Art . Mdsonsy Sec. 62.) 
Now Edward 3d, dealt with Englishmen of that day, as 
George 3d would have dealt with Americans in his day, 
as if they had been slaves. A plague had swept away 
a fearful portion of the English population, and the scar- 
city of laborers, caused all classes of mechanics to de- 
mand an increase of wages. Edward had several cas- 
tles and magnificent edifices in building, and to make 
his money hold out, must compel the Masons and me- 
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chanics to work at the old rates. ' He issued such aiv 
ordinance, and enforced it by his sheriffs. Under that 
ordinance, Masons were returned from the several coun- 
ties of England to work on Windsor Castle, as jurors 
were returned to serve in the king’s courts. (See 
Hume’s History of England, reign of Ed. 8d>) This 
was equally agreeable to the Lords of Parliament and 
to himself, and accordingly it was enacted A. D. 1350, 
that “ as servants, not willing after the pestilence, to 
serve without taking excessive wages, had been requi- 
red to serve in their accustomed places at the rate they 
had received in the 20th year of Edward 3d ; and as it 
is given the king to understand in this present Parlia- 
ment, that the said servants have paid no regard to the 
said ordinance, but to their ease do withdraw from the 
service of great men and others, unless they have liv- 
ery and wages to the double or treble of that they were 
wont to take in the said 20th year and before, to the 
great damage of the great men, &c. be ordained and 
established the things underwritten.” 

Chap. 1. Fixes the day and year wages, of Farm 
servants. 

Chap. 2. The price of threshing all sorts of corn by 
the quarter. 

Chap. 3. Prescribes the wages of several sorts of 
artificers and laborers; among whom Carpenters and 
Masons are particularly specified. 

Chap. 4. Requires artificers to make oath that they 
will use their crafts, as they did in the 20th year of the 
same Edward 3d. (See Ruffhead’s English Statutes, 
Vol. 1, p. 251.) 

Seventy-four years after the enactment of this stat- 
ute, which plainly is applicable only to handicrafts, 
Henry 6th, in Parliament at Westminster, ordained 
that “no confederacies and congregations shall be 
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made by Masons in their general chapters and assem- 
blies, whereby the good course and effects of the stat- 
ute of laborers , (25tli Ed. 3d,) are violated and bro- 
ken, in subversion of law J and if any be^hey that 
cause such chapters and congregations to hfir assembled 
and hofrfen, shall be adjudged felons.” Coke’s 3d Ins. 
p. 99. 

The common pretence of Free Masons, that these 
{Statutes wei'e levelled particularly against their mystic 
order, by the influence of bigoted priests, because the 
secret was not betrayed in the ofltce of auricular con- 
fession, is too shallow, after once reading these statutes, 
to^over the nakedness of the falsehood, or to conceal 
the evident duplicity of its first publishers. But one 
thing these statutes conclusively shew with the aid of 
Masonic historians, viz. — that in the reign of Ed. 3d 
and Henry 6th, there were no Free Masons in England, 
but stone Masons ; who met in general chapters and 
assemblies, not to cultivate the knowledge of a won- 
derful mystery, but to impede the execution of the 
laws, and to violate the statutes of their country. 

With this view faithful history fully concurs. That 
a society claiming the glories of Free Masonry should 
have existed for ages unnoticed by any writer, noble or 
contemptible, foolish or learned, is wholly incredible, 
and unworthy of belief. The Puritans and the Presby- 
terians, the Cabalists and the Rosicrusians, the Gyp- 
sies and the Necromancers, the Alchymists and the 
Jesuists, are each liberally noticed in the works of 
various authors during the' 16th and 17th centuries ; 
but Fr4e Masonry has not so much asta name, until the 
18th century. To any historical scholar, this alone is 
enough. We read of the Fraternitas lathomorum , or 
company of bricklayers ; but it requires not a lawyer 
to discern, that these are the men against whom the 
Vol. I. 6—4 
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statute of laborers was directed, in the 25th year of 
Edward 3d, and are not the men who have at this day 
in their lodges the language of Eden, and the myste- 
ries of the Antediluvian world. This is irresistible 
truth, and I challenge any man to turn its edge, or to 
break its point, or to shew one particle of evidence to 
the contrary, except it proceed from the vainglorious 
boastings of the mystic order itself, which is not evi- 
dence, the witness being confessedly interested, and 
standing publicly convicted of shameless duplicity and 
of atrocious falsehood. See Illustrations of Masonry by 
Wm. Morgan, compared with the standard works and 
authorised pretensions of the order. 

Of the same tenor is the fact, that Papacy and Free 
Masonry cannot dwell together in peace ; but we hear 
npt a word of their disagreement, until the 18th centu- 
tury. Certainly Papacy is older than 100 years ; and 
if Free Masonry be much above that, how did it pre- 
viously escape a conflict which has never ceased since 
first it commenced, A. D. 1730 to ’40 ? The canons of 
the church require full and free confession to the priests 
from all good Catholics. The oaths of Free Masonry 
require absolute secrecy upon the transactions of the 
brethren from every good Mason. Now, these canons 
and oaths no where abide together without discord and 
a deprivation of church privileges, and they never could 
harmonize for one moment. Therefore, the time when 
they first fell out and contradicted each other, must 
have been near the beginning of one, or both of them. 
That time is determined by the Bull of the Pope, 
1738, 1739. Wriijg and twist the brother Mason may, 
but there is no escape ; the date is correctly stated, 
seventeen hundred thirty-eight, issued by Clement 12th. 
(See Lawrie’s Hist. Mas. p. 122 ; Ency. Brit. Art. Ma- 
sonry, last edition.) 
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What has been said is proof, not only that the ac- 
count which Free Masonry gives of itself, is erroneous, 
but grossly erroneous ; not only that the order was not 
organized by Solomon and patronized by St. John, but 
that it had no existence even in the days of Edward 3d, 
and of Henry 6th of England. The question becomes 
interesting, whence did it originate ? and who first pro- 
mulgated its falsehoods ? 

The Rosicrusian mania sprung up in Germany, A. D. 
1610, nearly ; and overspread Christendom. This puff* of 
indefinable extravagance originated from the writings of 
John Valentine Andrea, a celebrated Theologian of Wir- 
temberg ; (, see London Mag . 1824, Vol . 9, p. 143,) — 
who amused himself with tales of spiritual wonder and 
mystical glory, as a literary hoax, in the style of Mun- 
chausen’s wonderful adventures in his memoirs. The vi- 
sionary minds of that day took his work in earnest. They 
claimed, in general, for the rosy cross philosophy, what- 
ever is now particularly claimed for Free Masonry, a 
heavenly origin, a. magic influence, a wonderful secret, 
and unbounded excellence. The universal medicine and 
the philosopher’s stone, were gravely professed for the 
glory of its mystical laboratory ; and to so great a pitch 
of extravagance did its vain professors run, that modern 
Free Masons are sober men in the comparison. This 
folly was greatly admired in England by some men of a 
strange fancy, and of great learning; and by others 
publicly professing the black art. Among the former, 
the name of Elias Ashmole, the Antiquary, stands con- 
spicuous; and among the latter, Wm. Lilly, the Astrol- 
oger ; and somewhere between them, is Robert Fludd. 

This Ashmole , is greatly accounted of as a brother 
by Masonic historians, and is the first accepted Free 
Mason claimed by professor Robison. Ashmole says he 
was “ elected ’’ in Mason’s Hall, Basing Hall-street, A. 
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D- 1646. ( See Biog. Brit.) This is the Hall of the 
London Company of Stone Masons, chartered 1677, 
31 years after Ashmolc’s admission into its livery, and 
remaining to this day, as it ever has been, in the posses- 
sion of the Stone Masons ; a society distinct from, and 
independent of the modern Free Masons. And it is 
evident that Ashmole was only made free of the Mason’s 
Company as his friend Lilly was made/reeof the Salters 
Company, and as the Lord Mayor is usually made free 
of some one of the 12 principal Companies of tradesmen 
or mechanics in the city of London ; apd that Ashmole 
was not initiated, passed, and raised to the Sublime de- 
gree of Master Mason, as in a modern Lodge of Free 
Masons. Therefore we think the record must be wrong, 
which makes Ashmole a Free Mason of the modern type. 

It is an undeniable fact that the conceited mystery of 
the Rosier ucian$, and their vainglorious pretences to ev- 
ery thing good and great and magical, or holy , are united 
With the emblems & working tools of a handicraft mason, 
the compasses and level and square and leather apron, 
to form that lying wonder of the 19th century which is 
commonly called Freemasonry. This union did not take 
place in one day; nor until the false philosophy of the 
Rosicrucians fell into merited disgrace, and the sect ran 
out. Ashmole died A. D. 1692, and with hirn the last cf 
the rosy cross philosophers ; but the spirit of this order, 
after lingering a few years among men of less note, 
passed by a species of metempsychosis, into a new body, 
the company of masons, with whom it first appears in 
the early part of the 18th century. 

AVhen Ashmole died, 1692, Sir Christopher Wren 
was at the head of the English architects, holding the 
office of Deputy Surveyor of the king’s buildings : in 
1698 he was made by William III. Surveyor General 
of the public works ; and in 1714 to 1718, for political 
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considerations, he was removed from dffiee by George I. 
All masonic historians call Sir Christopher Wren Dep- 
uty Grand Master , at the time when he was Deputy Sur- 
veyor, and Grand Master of the Freemasons , at the time 
when he was Surveyor General to the throne. But in 
doing this they make a very short rope to bang them- 
selves ; for by their own showing the first Grand Lodge 
was formed in 1717 ;* then, how coqld Sir Christopher 
Wren be Grand Master in 1698, nineteen years before 
there was a Grand Lodge ? 

During this period the Rosicrusian pretensions were 
seeking, like a troubled spirit, for some resting place. — , 
The age is one of the most extravagant speculation : 
and moved with a strange desire of fame and money 
and conviviality, four companies of stone masons, who 
were left of those that had been associated in building 
the proud edifices of London after the fire of 1666, met, 
the lodge that had worked on St. Paul’s Church, being 
at the head, and formed the Grand Lodge of London, in 
February, and elected their officers June 24th, A* D. 
1717. With a view to fill up their ranks, and to in- 
crease their consequence, they voted to accept men of 
other trades and professions, as members of the society. 

( Vide Preston , Smith , Lawrie, Hardie , Tannehill , et 
alias , particularly the Ahiman Rezon of Lawrence Der - 
molt , quoted in the 4th No. of the A. M. Review and 
Magazine.) Three years they struggled, accommoda- 
ting the Rosicrucian pretensions to the emblems of a 
handicraft mason ; and then, in 1720, burnt their papers 
for the benefit of the mystery. (See all the above wri- . 
ters.) They give out that this bonfire was made “ by 
some too scrupulous brethren ,” who feared that the se- 
crets of Masonry would be exposed in the Book of Con- 

f See any masonic history of that year: Preston, Dermott , Law - 
fit , et alias . 
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stitutions about to be published ; but the smoke of that 
fire was not thick enough to envelope the origin of their 
mystic order in impenetrable obscurity. No doubt they 
hoped by burning their pretended parchments, to de- 
stroy all evidence disproving their claim to immemorial 
customs and imprescriptible rights, which claim was in a 
course of preparation for the public in the dreaded Book 
of Constitutions. After three years more, the volume 
came forth from the hands of Anderson and Desaguil- 
liers, or Desaguliers, and blowed the first strain of ma- 
sonic vainglory and unearthly mystery, which is heard 
from any book or printed treatise ! 

Anderson and Desaguilliers, a Scotchman and a 
Frenchman, in London, were the men who first publish- 
ed to the world, the high pretensions of Free Masonry ; 
men of a low character, and of ’a base spirit, whose 
Book of Constitutions oj Masonry , was ushered from 
the press, A. D. 1723, and is hardly older than our 
grand-fathers ! (See Robison's Proofs of a Conspiracy , 
p • 19, and p. 60; Lawrie , p . 92.) This Volume of 
mock Constitutions, is the basis of all Masonic history, 
and its delusive statements have been servilely copied 
and greatly magnified, until the mystic wonder has 
grown beyond the size and power of the fabled monsters 
of antiquity. 

Now the false spirit of the rosy cross philosophy was 
fairly embodied with the emblems of a mechanics socie- 
ty ; and was brought forth by the Book of Constitutions 
iu the form of Freemasonry. From the time of its birth 
the lying wonder began to run to and fro in the earth, 
wherever British commerce could convey it ; and char- 
ters for holding masonic lodges were everywhere sold 
at a cash price, and an annual stipend, by the Grand 
Lodge of London. To that Grand Lodge the inhabit- 
ants- of most parts of continental Europe, of the East 
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and West Indies, of Africa and of America, paid an an- 
nual tribute for the right to confer the three degrees of 
Morgan’s Free Masonry ! The date and Grand Master 
who issued the warrant, are carefully recorded, in Pres- 
ton ,, Smith , TanneliiUy and others, for holding lodges in all 
quarters of the earth. A. D. 1729, Freemasonry was 
first introduced into the East Indies; 1 730 tl\e Grand 
Lodge of Ireland was formed ; 1731 a patent was sent 
from England to erect a lodge at the Hague; 1733 
Freemasonry established itself in North America at Bos- 
ton ; 1736 at Cape Coast in Africa, and at Geneva in^ 
Europe; in Scotland the same year the first Grand 
Master was elected : and so the triple-headed monster, 
Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, and Master, 
went deceitfully round the earth while it was yet in its 
teens . 

This is the nucleus of the history of Freemasonry. — 
Around it we shall gather distinct dissertations upon 
the Rosicrucians, upon the Scotch masons, upon the 
York masons, and upon the Ancient and Modern Ma- 
sons. We shall hereafter, if life is spared, trace upon * 
it the rise of the degrees of Knighthood, 'the Chapters, 
the Councils, and the Sublime Sovereignties of Sublime 
Fret-masonry, even to that lying “ under the celestial can - 
°Py °f zenith , 32 Q 45' North Latitude We will 

unravel the labyrinth of this boasted mystery; we will 
expose the falsehood of its appearances, and put the 
light of truth in the place of its misty darkness ; that all 
the world may know how utterly worthless in its histo- 
ry is this modern Bethaven, this house of vanity ; and 
how despicably false it is in its divine importance and 
assumed antiquity. 
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Report of the Committee on the Abduction of WM . MORGAN, 
made to ike Senate , February lith, 1829 .* And Report of the Select 
Committee on that part of tke Governor's Message relating to the Ab- 
duction of WM. MORGAN, mode to the Assembly , Feb. 16 th, 1829. 

These able documents are the result of the faithful labors of most 
intelligent men and legislators, appointed to consider and report 
upon the facts connected with the unwarrantably kidnapping and 
forcible abduction of a freeborn aed peaceful citizen. They are 
compiled with great circumspection, refraining from evil surmises, 
and presenting a mass of most interesting facts, in the grave and 
dignified style of a legislative report. 

The whore country is alive to the matter of these reports, A loud 
call is made on every side for information, for statements on author- 
ity, and for focts supported by official documents : but who is so 
bold as to beard Freemasonry by the publication of a state paper, 
shewing the iniquity of the order? Who dares to say in the lan- 
guage of the Committee of the Senate, “ that Masonry meddles in 
the administration of justice, and is subversive of the republican e- 

S uality guaranteed by the Constitutions of the State and Union V 1 
>r to say in the language of the Committee of the Assembly, that 
exalted Masons swear “ to advance a brother’s best interest by al- 
ways supporting bis militaiy fame and political preferment in op- 
position to another ?” 

Nothing besides impunity for murder and treason, can more fully 
illustrate the feartul and monstrous power of F ree masonry, than the 
silence in which the institution bolds the public Press. The means 
it uses to do this, are not less obnoxious than the haughty spirit of the 
turbulent and blood-stained order, which directs them. Does a pa- 
per advertise a lecture on Freemasonry? Straightway a dozen na- 
bobs of the Grand General lissimo tribe, without previous concert it 
would seem, but each one moved individually by bis personal re- 
gard for the editor, calls in a friendly way to caution him against 
giving utterance to'the words of “peijured adventurers;” and, 
moreover, reminds him in the most affectionate manner, that he, the 
editor, lives by his paper, and that Freemasonry can deprive him of 
an indefinite number of his subscribers ; — besides the disgrace ! 

This is so kind and so true, that one must have strong nerves to 
withstand it ; and thus, by the very waving of her wand the base 
Sorceress holds in abeyance the free spirit of intelligent gentlemen, 
and the warm feelings of patriotic citizens. But not so the faithful 
band who represent the Antimason* in the Legislature of New-York. 
They have looked the basilisk in the face without trembling ; they 
bave beheld the uplifted mace of Freemasonry without fear. A 
single score of Antimasons have defied in the balls of the Capitol 
this contemnor of our equal rights ; they bave in ea r h house hurled 
against the sides of this monstrous invention of our subtlest foes — 
a spear like that of the brave and patriotic Laacoon. 

4 * Equo ne credits, Teucri I 
11 Sic fetus, validis ingentem viribas hastain 
“ Iu letus, inque feri curvam compagibua alvum 
“ Contorait ; atetit ilia tremens uteroque recuaso, 

“ Insonuere cavae, gemitiunque dedere cavern®,” 

“ Against the steed he threw 
“ His forceful spe&r, which hissing as it flew, 

“ Pierced through the yielding planks of jointed wood, 

“ And trembling in the hollow belly stood ; 

“The sides transpierced, return a rattling sound, 

A And groans of Greeks, come issuing through the wound/*— Dtyden. 
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The emblems of Freemasonry indicate the lowliness 
of its origin. It began among laborers, who wore their 
sheepskin aprons with unaffected grace. Afterward* it fell 
into the hands of men of other occupations, to whom the 
peculiar terms of operative masonry were either vulgar, 
as brick and mortar, or obscure, as plinth, die, and sur- 
base ; and they are now come to think the very brick 
and mortar have some hidden meaning, and plinth, die, 
and surbase, with ledger, putlock, and £resselboard, are 
words of the universal language, which, (according to 
the Grand Lodge of England, by the hand of Mr. Hutch- 
inson,) has descended to Freemasons uncorrupted in the 
lodges from the confusion of tongues on the plains of 
Shinar. Thus the plain noun masonry , which every child 
knows to mean the art of building with mortar, is made 
by Hutchinson, an approved and standard masonic au- 
thor, to come from the Greek nsfagavsu — I am in thb 
midst of Heaven ! while Greenleaf derives it also from 
p-atftfw and £ W av, J seek salvation . — (See Hutchinson's Spirit 
of Masonry , p. 15, and Greenleaf $ Brief Inquiry , p. 44 .) 

Freemasonry is a derivative of the word Freemason, 
and the word Freemason came into use at a time when 
Vel. I. No. 7.-2 
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many mechanics and laborers were slaves ; and it ser- 
ved to distinguish freeborn stone and hammer men from 
the bondmen of the craft. But the word Freemasonry 
has a meaning quite different from its primitive, Free- 
mason, and stands in our language the emblem of a se- 
cret system of moral power, pervading the civilized 
world. This secret institution consists of various de- 
grees of mystery, one within another, to a vast extent ; 
and has, moreover, honorary degrees of mystery, which 
are appended to the main degrees, like a side chamber 
. to a principal apartment. 

The entrance to every degree is obtained by an oath, 
and the payment of a fee ; and the door of every degree 
is guarded with a drawn sword, or some other weapon 
of death. The order assume the most venerable anti- 
quity for the date of their origin, making, in their offi- 
cial documents, the year of the creation their era, pla- 
cing on the very signboards of Masonic taverns, Anno 
Lucis , instead of Anno Domini. They observe the fes- 
tal days of Christian saints, as the festivals of the pat- 
rons of their mystery ; they confer immeasurable titles 
of nobility, Grakd Kings, Sublime Grand Sovereigns, 
and General Grand High Priests ; and wear as a badge 
of honorable distinction, white leather aprons in Britain, 
(the birth-place of Freemasonry,) but, in this country, 
the aprons are of diverse materials, like an infant’s bib. 

Freemasonry numbers among its members men now 
upon the stage, whom we all revere, and has also num- 
bered those of a past age, whom all future generations 
will venerate. It lifts up its ensign in every quarter of 
the globe, and gathers in this land of liberty 2500 con- 
claves, in the hours of darkness, to carry forward its 
plans. No denomination of Christians can enumerate 
in the United States, a list of churches, equal to the 
number of the masonic fraternities ; and the revenue of 
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the mystery is greater than that of any national chari- 
table society in this country. 

A great diversity of opinion lately prevails respecting 
the real object and tendency of this prodigious associa- 
tion. Many suppose it to be inferior only to Christian- 
ity in the excellence of its moral- influence £ and one of 
these that respectable clergyman* must have been, who 
recently gave for a sentiment at a public masonic cele- 
bration, (1?* “Masonry and Religion,! What God 
has joined together , let no man put asunder /” And the 
Rev. Joseph Prentiss, who so late as the 4th of Februa- 
ry, A. D. 1829, in the address before the Grand Chap- 
ter of New-York, convened in Albany, declared that 
“ Masonry has a hiding place, secured against the inqui- 
sition or assault of huirfan power, provided by the Al- 
mighty, guarded by his allseeing eye, and defended by 
his presence.” Others believe it to be the perfection of 
all religion — that there is the highest sublimity in the 
mysteries of the order — the perfection of wisdom in the 
symmetry of the degress — glorious truth in the tale of 
Hiram Abiff — and an appeal to the conscience in the 
Master’s carpet. With them, 

“Gavel, gauge, and plumb, and level, 

“ All are quickly brought to use ; * 

‘‘These with help of line and trowel, 

“ Works of moral worth produce.” 

Masonic Mirror , p. 16, 1826. 

Others suppose Freemasonry to be a pleasant, but silly 
thing, which does no good, and but little harm ; a thing 
which deserves no support, and requires not .an effort to 
put it down; a poor thing, which is dying a natural 
death as fast as the Doctors will let it. But a large and 
increasing number see, in this mystic society, an enemy 

* Rev. George Taft, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, Pawtucket, 
Rhode Island. 
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to our political and civil institutions, the more to be dread - 
edj the more it is examined . To them it is not a light 
and frivolous matter, that 100,000 freemen are bound 
closely together by unequal obligations and impious 
oaths ; neither is it a credible matter, that the assumed 
morality of the Order, which is taught by the working 
tools of a stone masoif, and enforced with the sanctity 
of an oath, can be the grand object of its nocturnal as- 
semblies. 

Without prejudging the case, we examine it. We com- 
mence the investigation with the proofs of its venerable 
antiquity ; not because its real value is affected by the 
true number of its years, but because its hoary head is its 
boast, and its having survived .the tempests of ages, is 
the grand hope of its friends, that it will survive this ; 
and it is venerable, if it be 5829 years old : but it is 
contemptible, as a falsehood and a lie, if it appear to be 
younger by many thousand years. 

The first three degrees, Entered apprentice, Fellow 
Craft, and Master Mason, we pass at this time, and ex- 
clude from the considering of their antiquity ; but of all 
the remaining degrees, by whatever name they are call- 
ed, we pronounce them modern. We affirm, that its 
Chapters and Grand Chapters, its Encampments and 
Grand Encampments, its Councils, and its Sublime 
Sovereignties, are not six score years old ; are not so 
old as the man Moses, who was buried of the Lord, no 
man knowing of his sepulchre. These Grand fraterni- 
ties comprise every grade of Freemasonry, above that 
of a Master ; they comprise the entire body of Freema- 
sonry, with the single exception of the Lodges. Wheth- 
er Freemasonry have 90 degrees with Carbonari, or 
43, or 33, or 53 degrees, with the Sublime Sovereigns, 
or 7 degrees, with the self-styled “ Holy Royal Arch ” 
Chapters , it must relinquish to the praise of modern in- 
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vention, all except the first three, Entered Apprentice, 
Fellow Craft, and Master Mason, or as a plain New- 
Yorker might say, apprentice, journeyman, and bos. 

We begin the investigation of the antiquity of these 
Grand fraternities, by inquiring : what is the antiquity 
claimed for them by standard masonic writers? 

1. Royal Arch masonry, having four degrees, Mark 
Master, Past Master, Most Excellent Master, and Roy- 
al Arch, embodied in fraternities called Chapters, and 
Grand Chapters, and General Grand Chapters, dates in 
the Masonic Chart, with the sanction of De Witt 
Clinton , and all the General Grand officers of the Gen- 
eral Grand Chapter of the United States of North A- 
merica, from the building of the second temple $t Jeru- 
salem : and so far as their masonic authority proves it, 
Royal Arch masonry is now 2359 years old. — (See the 
date on the prostyle temple of Cross’s Masonic Chart.) 
With this date agrees the Grand Chapter of the State 
of New-York, as declared under their official sanction 
by their Grand Chaplain, Salem Town , who asserts that 
“ ancient masonry has been the medium through which 
the five books of £f oses have been preserved to the 
world.” — ( Town’s Speculative Freemasonry , 2 d edition % 
p. 190.) The very foundation of the Royal Arch de- 
gree rests, he assures us, on the above fact, which was 
consummated on laying the corner stone of the second 
temple at Jerusalem, — (Ibid. p. 208.) 

But the secret traditions of Freemasonry make the 
date of the Royal Arch degree still earlier, and refer it 
to the completion of the first Jewish temple, before the 
pretended murder of Hiram Abiff. W th this tradition 
agrees Thomas Smith Webb 9 second to no man as a Free 
mason, and sanctioned by the Grand Chapter of Rhode 
Island in saying : * that Joabert, Stockin, and G — , hav- 
ing been ]by the special favor of the Most High, permit- 
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ted to discover the most precious jewels of masonry, 
Solomon conferred u|>on them, as a reward, the most 
sublime and mysterious degree of Royal Arch Mason- 
ry.’— (See Freemason'* Monitor , Y. edition , A . D. 

1802, part 2, book 1, chapter 10.) 

We do not attempt to reconcile these contradictory 
statements, but quote them as the claims of Freemason- 
ry, and shall annihilate them together, both at one blow, 
when we have seen, in the language of Mr. Hardie, of 
how great importance Freemasons esteem Royal Arch 
masonry. 

“ The degree of Royal Arch masons is one of the 
most august and important in the masonic order. While 
it impresses on our minds the most solemn conviction of 
the being and existence of a Supreme Deity, it also re- 
minds us of the reverence due to his holy name. It 
presents to view many mysteries of essential importance 
to the craft, which were for the space of four hundred 
and seventy years, or until the rebuilding of the temple, 
involved in impenetrable darkness.” — (Hardie’ s Monitor, 
2d ed. p . 163.) “ On the whole, he who has worthily 

attained the sublime degree of Master Mason , has done 
well ; but he ought not to stop ; he ffas not the key ; nor 
can he get it until he has ascended the pinnacle of the 
masonic fabric, the Royal Arch. When divine Prov- 
idence shall have conducted him thus far, that which 
had been heretofore dark and unfathomable, will appear 
bright as the sun in the clearest day.” — (Ibid. p. 176.) 

Where this glorious mystery laid from the days of 
king Solomon to the latter part of the last century, who 
can tell ? Masonic tradition asserts, that it was hid be- 
neath the corner stone of the first temple from the days 
of Solomon to Zerubbabel ; but what became of it af- 
terwards is not remembered. It was dug up by three 
captives from Babylon, who had been led by a way that 
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they knew not ; and then it is heard of no more for the 
space of two thousand three hundred years . This was 
time enough to crawl, at a snail’s pace, from Asia to 
the western part of Europe ; but the route it took is not 
mentioned ; the stages it made, the places it refreshed 
at, and the company it had, is all a mystery even to the 
mystery. However, the leaden influence of its midnight 
orgies was not until recently felt in this western hemi- 
sphere;, for Mr. Hardie says: “that previous to 1797 
the different Chapters of the United States acted under 
warrants from similar bodies in Europe, or held under 
the Blue lodges.”- — (p. 190.) And with him all our 
masonic writers agree : Hebb, Cole, Dalcho, fyc. fyc. A. 
D. 1796—7. 

2. The Councils of Freemasonry rise next above the 
Chapters, and embrace three degrees : the Royal Mas- 
ter, Select Master, and Knight of the Red Cross. Their 
origin is described in the Templar’s Chart , a work pub- 
lished by the Grand Lecturer of the U. States, p. 9. 

“The order of Knights of the Red Cross has been 
known and conferred in several parts of Europe by vari-* 
ous titles. The incidents upon which the order was 
founded, occurred in the reign of Darius , king of Persia* 
and it is more particularly connected with Symbolic Ma- 
sonry , than any other order of Knighthood. Their as- 
semblies are called Councils ,” &c. He follows this with 
a tale of Zerubbabel and Darius Hystaspes, which it 
requires the full extent of masonic credulity to swallow. 
And he makes this military order of masonic knight er- 
rantry, to have been instituted by them as a memorial 
of their personal friendship ! This absurdity is worthy 
of the tin trowel, and figured apron, of modern Free- 
masonry : from the age of Darius to that of Voltaire , no 
memorial of this order of masonry is found upon histori- 
cal record ! 
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3. The Encampments and Grand Encampments are 
next in order. These originated at Jerusalem, as ap- 
pears by the Templar’s Chart above mentioned, pp. 28, 
29, 30; A. D. 1118. Then and there originated the 
true military order of Knighthood ; but no proof exists, 
saving masonic vanity, to show the slightest connexion 
between the military knights of the 12th century, and 
the -modern knights of deceitful Freemasonry. On the 
contrary, Professor Robison, of the University of Edin- 
burgh, a distinguished scholar, gentleman, and Free- 
mason, says : “ We know, that the Lodge of the Knighte** 
of Benevolence at Lyons, in France, stood as it were at 
the head of French Freemasonry, and that the fictitious 
order of masonic Knights Templars was formed in this 
lodge , and was considered the model of all the rest of 
this mimic chivalry.” — (Proofs of a Conspiracy , p. 44.) 

Accordingly we find the first meeting of “Sir Knights 
Templars” in North America, noticed in any masonic 
work, is that of May 12th, A. D. 1797, at Philadelphia. 
— ( See Templar* s Chart y p. 94.) 

4. The Sublijne Sovereignties of freemasonry are next 
in order, and top out the hollow system with a most ap- 
propriate climax. The dizzy height of this order produ- 
ces a slight giddiness of the head, and renders it difficult 
to determine whether “ the Grand Council of the Princes 
of Jerusalem in New-York, are the same with the 
Sublime Grand Lodge of Perfection in S. Carolina. — 
But we suppose them to be the same Elect, Perfect, 
Knights and Princes of masons, with only that slight 
difference in the complexion, produced by the southern 
sun. These claim jurisdiction over all the degrees of 
the masonic order, more or less ; they pretend to im- 
memorial customs ; they date in the months Sebat, and 
Chisleu, and Tisri ; they reign over two hemispheres, ab 
infero ad ccelum, and send forth their mandates, Ordo 
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ab Chao, “from the east of the Grand and Supreme 
Council of the Most Puissant Sovereigns , under the celes- 
tial canopy of the Zenith” 

This order of masonry, with the Chapters, Councils, 
and Encampments, has not been generally known in 
this country, even by name, until since 1797. They all 
came together to this country after the time that Vol- 
taire recommended the formation of an infidel acade- 
my on the plan of the Freemasons, whose object should 
be “ Ecraser Vlnfame ,” to crush the wretch : as he im- 
A lously termed Christianity. And all the degrees of 
Sublime Freemasonry are now faithfully revealed and 
published to the world in “ Light on Masotfry,” and, by 
their doctrines and ceremonies and impiety, they show 
the cloven foot of their origin, and the paternal relation , 
they bear to the horrid and blasphemous scenes of revo- 
lutionary Franee. 

The proof is very simple ; a child can understand it. 

It consists in this, that in 1720, Freemasonry, (which 
now has scores,) had but three degrees ; and if she 
had but three then, the remainder of tha scores must 
have been since added. 

Now observe : The first book of Masonic Constitu- 
tions ever published, was that of Anderson & Desaguil- 
liers, in London, A. D. 1723; and that as quoted by 
masonic writers declares of only three degrees, Appren- 
tice, Fellow Craft, and Master Mason. The first estab- 
lishment of Freemasonry in North America, was under 

the sanction of those Constitutions, in New Jersey, A. 1) 

1730, and in Boston A. D. 1733, and contained only 
three degrees, Apprentice, Fellow Craft, and Master. 
The first revelation of Freemasonry that has come to 
our knowledge, was that made by Prichard, A. D. 1730, 
when Freemasonry had just entered her teens; which 
purports to be “A universal and genuine descrip- 
Vol. I. No. 7.-— 2 
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tion of Freemasonry in all its branches ; giving an im- 
partial account of the regular proceedings in the initia- 
ting of the new members in the whole three degree $ of 
Masonry Apprentice, Fellow Craft, and Master Ma- 
son. 

This is positive proof ; and instead of the slightest 
contradiction from any historical circumstance, it is 
strongly corroborated by the. following facts, viz. that 
neither record nor memorial, nor name, nor doings of 
any Masonic Chapter, Encampment, Council, or Sove- 
reignty, of a date earlier than A. D. 1720, are to be 
found in any treatise upon the mystery of Freemasomy, 
except it be that parts of the Holy Scriptures are in 
the recent volumes of masonry perverted to the orna- 
ment of this mystical harlot. 

So that we have in support of our first position the 
first book of Masonic Constitutions, and the first revela- 
tion of the mystery of Masonry, with which the world 
has been favored. And while these witnesses stand 
unimpeached , they are competent to maintain us in the 
assertion, that all the higher degrees of Freemasonry, 
its Chapters, Councils, Encampments and Sovereignties, 
have since been added. 

We rest the proof of our assertion that Freemasonry 
has erected its Grand dignitaries since 1720, on this 
fact, that they were then and previous to that time un- 
known. And in addition to the authorities already quo- 
ted, we cite Hutchinson's Spirit of Masonry , published 
under the sanction of the Grand Lodge of England, 
1772 : Calcott's Disquisition on masonry, re-printed at 
Boston about 1770 ; Preston 9 s Illustrations of Masonry, 
(which is the text book of the English brotherhood,) pub- 
lished in many editions since A. D. 1780 ; Jachin and 
Boaz , published about 1770 ; Ahiman Rezon , published 
by Dermott, the Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of 
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Ancient Masons, A. D. 1764; Lawrie’s History of Free- 
masonry, published at Edinburg, A. D. 1804; Encyclo- 
pedia Brittanica , last edition, Art. Masonry ; Smith’s 
Use and Abuse of Freemasonry, published London, A. 

1784. These are each and all professed treatises • 
upon the Royal Art of Freemasonry, describing its beau- 
ties with poetic rapture, and dwelling onteach of its de- 
grees with the blindness of a lover ; but not one of these 
treats of any Chapter, Council, Encampment, or Sove- 
reignty in Freemasonry. But a single one to my recol- 
lection alludes to them ; and that is Preston, who, in his 
later editions, speaks of the Harodim Chapter , as an 
alarming innovation made in England A. D. 1787 ! 

And what is more extraordinary still, the Constitution 
of the Grand Lodge of Scotland, chap* 8, sec. 4, art. 9, 
declares, that St. John’s Masonry contains only three 
degrees, Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, and Master 
Mason, (the degrees revealed by Morgan,) and forbids 
its fraternities practising any other ; thus cutting off at a 
blow all the glorious excrescences of vanity entitled 
Chapters, Councils, Encampments, and Masonic Grand 
Sovereignties. — See Lawrie , p. 318. 

This is a part of our subject more curious than imr 
portant ; but we cannot leave it without concluding the 
triumph of Masonic authorities in support of oiir position, 
by the public and solemn declaration of the United 
Grand Lodges of Ancient and Modern Masons, London, 
A. D. 1813, viz : that all ancient Freemasonry is yet con- 
tained in the first three degrees, and by consequence they 
deny the legitimacy of the Sublime Sovereigns of Ma- 
sonry and their newly created Principalities, Chapters, 
Councils and Encampments. 

Thus the great Society “ I am in the midst 

of Heaven ” or V-nt<fu gum “ J seek salvation,” is proved 
out of its own books, to be in its Sublime degrees, a tis- 
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sue of falsehoods. We have given it a fair trial, and 
now we give it a righteous condemnation : to be crop- 
ped for swindling, and branded — A LIE. Let those 
who are aggrieved by the severity pf the sentence, ap- 
* pear and show cause of mercy — if they can. If our re- 
ligious teachers, and our honorable men in public sta- 
tions, will continue their allegiance to this secret abomi- 
nation, we do not condemn them. If they contemn 
our judgment, and our kindness, and revile us as dis- 
turbers of their peace, and as profane and peijured 
wretches, we do not complain. In doing so, they act to 
their profession of Freemasonry : in suffering it, we act 
to a better profession. They have bound themselves 
by an oath, to publish us to the world, as vicious vaga- 
bonds aud knaves ; and we have bound ourselves, with- 
out the fear of Freemasons before our eyes, or any hope 
of earthly reward in our hearts, unceasingly to protest 
unto both great and small, that Freemasonry is sin r 
that Freemasonry is an institution pernicious to the 
moral habits, and dangerous to the political institutions 
of any people. 


“A Defence of Freemasonry; In a series of Let- 
ters addressed to Solomon SouthwicTc , Esq. and others ; 
in which the true principles of the Order are given , and 
many late misrepresentations corrected : with an appen- 
dix containing explanatory notes , and masonic docu - 
,ments. By Luther Pratt, Editor of the American 
Masonic Register and Ladies 9 and Gentlemen's Maga- 
zine , recently published in N» Y. u Prove all things ; 
hold fast that which is good .”-r-S£. Paul . 216 p . 
18mo. Francis Adincourt 9 Troy , N . F., A. D. 1828. 
Printed for the Author 

This volume is recommended by fifteen Past High 
Priests, Worshipful Masters, and other titled brethren, 
“ as an able and interesting work — peculiarly well cal- 
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culated to counteract those unwarrantable prejudices so 
unjustly attempted, at the present time, to be excited in 
the public mind against an institution venerable for its 
antiquity, praiseworthy for its abounding charities — and 
that has been rightly considered, by those best able to 
appreciate its merits, as one of the great lights of civili- 
zation, science, and humanity.” 

We were glad when we took up this book. * The title 
purported its defence of an Institution, which stands in 
great need of a valorous champion ; and with a very 
natural sympathy for the weaker combatant, we rejoiced 
at the sight of a warrior in the field, supported by his 
sponsors, for the defence of agonizing Freemasonry. — 
We felt assured for a moment, that Pascal’s Jesuits are 
not the exemplar of Freemasons. “ Their surest 
course,” says that keen observer, “ has ever been, to 
keep silent . The ablest of them sont ceux qui intriguant 
heaucoup , qui parlent peu , et qui n'ecrivent point — intrigue 
much, say little, and write nothing.” Freemasonry be- 
gins to speak, to plead in its defence. It can no longer 
be charged with contempt of public opinion, for its ut- 
ter indifference to the weighty charges brought against 
it ; it can no longer be taken for guilty, on account of its 
refusal to plead at the public bar, before which it has 
been arraigned by 30,000 freemen. 

We have a sincere desire rightly to understand the 
true character of the institution , “ venerable for anti- 
quity,” and take it kindly of any brother, who attempts 
to enlighten us with his views. That our own are wide- 
ly different from his, is not a reason for ‘ pulling away 
the shoulder, stopping our ears, and refusing to heark- 
en.’ We have not so much confidence, that we reject 
instruction ; nor that perfection of wisdom which rises 
superior to the want of knowledge. And if the “ De- 
fence of Freemasonry” furnishes us with little informa- 
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tion, we are grateful for that little, and will endeavor in 
the spirit of neighbourly love, to repay the benefit with 
heaping measure* 

*We cannot blame or prai.«e the style, or the execution 
of this volume, We meddle not with H as a work cred- 
itable to the arts, or tending to procure for the writer 
literary fame* It was not written for fame, but for the 
defence of Freemasonry ; it was not published as a spe- 
cimen of the arts, but to convey to all men, proof indis- 
putable, of the pure principles, chaste character, and be- 
nevolent operations of Freemasonry. An honest pur- 
pose, executed with spirit ; but with a serious misappre- 
hension of the truth, as the following will show : 

“ Freemasonry is a science , requiring both time and application 
to understand its mysteries. ,r — p. 5, of the Preface 

This assertion is quite contrary to our sense of truth, 
yet it is by no means peculiar to the defence of Free- 
masonry. For interesting information upon this point, 
we refer our author to the Illustrations of Masonry by 
Mm. Morgan,, and also to the Revelation of Masonry 
by the Le Roy Convention. These works exhibit both 
the science and the mystery of Freemasonry, as face 
answers to face in a glass : but the principles of the or- 
der, “ second to none but Christianity,” (p. 13,) we 
propose to set forth in the words of our author, and 
examine freely. 

Facts erroneously stated, evince want of circumspec- 
tion in the writer, and, when the error is all to one side 
of the account, the sum is important though the items 
be small. Joseph Warren was not “ Grand Master of 
Masons throughout all North America,” (p. 16,) but only 
of the sect of Ancient Masons , (which was first introduced 
intp North America in his day $) and that without the 
consent, or even the knowledge, as we can learn, of the 
masons in distant parts of this great region, North A - 
merica, but by I fee will and pleasure of Patrick, Earl of 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



AND MONTHLY MAGAZINE. 


211 


No. 7.] 

Dumfries: nor did Benjamin Franklin establish a lodge 
at Philadelphia A. D. 1731, for Freemasonry itself was 
not established in all North America, until two years af- 
ter, that is A. D. 1733. 

It is a great mistake to say, “ General Washington 
was for some time master of the Grand Lodge of Vir- 
ginia.” (p. 56.) We have met with no like statement 
in any other author, unless this be like it, when the Bri- 
tish orator, brimfull of the^lory of Freemasonry, asserts 
that he was Grand Master of North America : an office 
that neither exists, nor has existed, from the beginning 
of time. 

But to the Principles of Freemasonry : 

1. “ You agree to be a good man and true ; and strictly to obey 
the moral law. 

2. “You agree to be a peaceable citizen, and cheerfully to con- 
form to the laws of the country in which you reside. 

3. “ You promise not to be concerned in plots, or conspiracies 
against government, but patiently to submit to the decisions of the 
supreme legislature. 

4. “You agree to pay a proper respect to the civil magistrate, 
to work diligently, live in credit, and act honorably with all men. 

5. “You agree to avoid private quarrels, and to guard against 
all intemperance and excess. 

6. You agree to promote the general good, to cultivate the social 
virtues, and to propagate the knowledge of true Masonry.”^-* Ex- 
tract from the Book of Constitutions.* 

Defence of Freemasonry , p. 35. 

We attach numbers to the paragraphs, for conven- 
venience. 

No. 1, is the sum of the whole law; the remaining 
numbers do but expatiate. Nos. 2, 3, and part of 4, 
are of one import, requiring the mason to be a good cit- 
izen, or member of the body politic. The latter part of 
No. 4, with No. 5, make requisitions of a personal na- 
ture, for the credit, peace, and happiness, of the indi- 
vidual. No. 6, makes no addition to the principles 'of 
Freemasonry before stated, except in the final clause : 
4 4 and to propagate the knowledge of tyue Masonry.” 
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This implies a duty that we, as well *as adhering ma- 
sons, are endeavoring faithfully to discharge. 

The reader will not fear our quarreling with these 
principles. We like them *well : they are good princi- 
ples. We will not cease to admire them. Fastened 
upon Freemasonry in the Book of Constitutions, they 
remain as true principles, as the peacock’s feathers 
were true peacock’s feathers, when worn by the jack- 
daw. . Truth is not changed .by passing through false 
lips, though it is rendered suspicious. Immutable prin- 
ciples of duty are not changed by being printed in the 
Book of Constitutions of Freemasonry ; but it must be 
confessed, they look quite out of place by the side of 
“ the art of wonderworking and of foresaying things to 
come, the transmutation of metals, and the way of win- 
ning the faculty of magic.”— (Fide Book of Constitu- 
tions, p. 15.) 

Temperance is a most important virtue ; and Free- 
masonry, always looking out for the best things, care- 
fully pledges the young candidate to “ guard against all 
intemperance and excess.” Were this wise caution ac- 
companied with a prudent example, Freemasonry might 
possibly be thought sincerely interested to hold her pu- 
pil to his word ; but when she meets him almost uni- 
formly at the shrine of intemperance, and separates him 
usually to a late hour from his anxious or sleeping fami- 
ly, she leads him into temptation ; she practises him to 
excess. The late hours are excess , and the bacchanalian 
songs, that swell the Book of Constitutions, and increase 
the size of almost every masonic work, are not sung at 
the public inn, without the accompaniment of appropri- 
ate emblems. 

* . . “ Come let us prepare, 

We Brothers that are 
Assembled on merry occasion ; 
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Let’s drink, laugh, and sing, , 

Our Trine has a spring — 

Here’s a health to an accepted mason.” 

This is a lesson easily learned and not difficult to be 
understood, while the masonic moral inculcated by a 
chisel, a two foot rule, or a trowel, is farfetched, and 
soon forgotten. 

What right has Freemasonry to these principles? 
The same she has to the BiUe. The Bible is true, al- 
though carried in pomp by false Freemasonry. The 
same right she has to entitle her baby house offi- 
cers “ High Priests after the order of Melchisedeck” 
The title is a true title, appropriated by divine Revela- 
tion to the only begotton Son of God : and the title must 
always be true, for God is true ; but Freemasonry, that 
assumes and gives it, is a lie. The principles of the or- 
der of Freemasonry are not those they seem to be, any 
more than masonic kings are the kings they seem to be ; 
or than the masonic Lodges are the Holy of Holies they 
pretend to be ; “ erected to God and dedicated to the Holy 
fi )t. Johns” Reader., we do not insinuate, we declare, 
that the Master’s lodge is often mistaken by masons for 
the Holy of Holies of king Solomon’s temple ; and that 
the Halls of this contemptible folly are formally dedica- 
ted to the Lord Jehovah, and to the Holy St. John, or 
St. Johns of Jerusalem. 

What has Freemasonry to do with the just principles 
quoted above ? She writes them in her Boole of Constitu - 
tions ; and they deceive honest men : the very thing she. 
uses them for. Plainly we need not Freemasonry to 
teach us to be good citizens ; and if we did, making a, 
hoodwinked novice agree to be a good citizen, goes ve-, 
ry little way toward making him so. Her lodge meet- 
ings are not for the sake of giving moral, or religious 
lectures ; if they were, certain men would not be more 
Vol. I. No. 7.-3 
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constant at lodge, than at church. Freemasonry does 
no more with these good principles, than write them in 
her books, where they serve to conceal many principles 
that are not good. On public occasions, she is wiser 
than to outrage the public taste by teaching immorali- 
ties offensive to the public ear. But in her lodges, she 
can teach the boldest vices, and the world may never 
know it, though virtue is present in some of the witness- 
es ; for silence and secrecy is the duty of every member 
of the lodge, under the most awful penalties, “ murder 
and treason only excepted, and these at option.” 

She can ; she has the power ; she wants no more. — 
She knows when and where to Use that power. It is 
enough that she has it ; and the great adversary would 
sooner supply her the necessary punning to use it, than 
that so important a power should be lost,to his purpo- 
ses. 

Consider, that men may inculcate any opinion how- 
ever strange, any doctrine however perverse, any prac- 
tice however abhorrent to justice, or humanity, in a 
masonic lodge, and be forever concealed from public 
scrutiny, and delivered from the pointing of public 
scorn. They may, (far be it from us to say they do,) 
they may, by the very constitutions of the order, medi- 
tate treason, conspire to commit, and actually commit, 
burglary , theft, arson , and any thing, but treason and 
murder ; and though righteous Lot were in the lodge, 
he could only forsake them ; he could never expose 
them : nay, if called in a court of justice to tell the 
truth, anjl the whole truth concerning a crime so medi- 
tated and executed, he must betray either the secrets of 
masonry , or his country. He has two oaths upon him 
counter to each other ; and if a righteous man would be 
faithful to his country, a vile man would cleave to the 
obligation protecting his brother villain, which villdina 
alone can desire. 
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Let no man suppose we insinuate the slightest doubt 
upon the purity and integrity of Freemasons. They 
are generally honorable men in spite of tfye temptation 
which the principles of the order' hold out" to entrap 
them. Their innocence leads them to overlook the ve- 
ry means of guilt ready furnished to their hand ; and 
the public would have still continued to overlook them 
too, had not the foul abduction of a freeman from his 
friends and family and country, perfectly illustrated the 
capacity of the institution, to contrive and to execute the 
crime, and in a great measure to protect from justice, 
the reputable men implicated in the transaction. 

Now, Brother Pratt, Brethren of Phoebus Lodge, and 
ye of the West, with whom we have a more familiar 
sympathy, since our newspaper has been laid in the 
grave by the side of your charters, we submit it to 
your own good sense, whether the views here taken 
of the principles of Freemasonry, are not correct to a 
letter and a point ? You are honest men, and sensible 
men, and you do know that the positions here taken in 
regard to the secrecy of the lodgeroom are correct, that 
this secrecy is a peculiar principle of Freemasonry, and 
does enable wicked men to do wickedly without afford- 
ing- any advantage to truth and vii tue. You do know 
that by it men may propound an act of wickedness, and 
discuss it, and though it should be disapproved by the 
company, the propounder must remain unknown to the 
public, and unpunished. You know that this case might 
happen, which it is affirmed did happen : a swindler had 
insured a vessel and valuable cargo, and then, having 
replaced the cargo with empty casks, he. wished to run 
the vessel on shore, lose every thing, and recover of the 
underwriters. To propose the thing to a seaman was 
his only remaining difficulty, and Freemasonry aided 
him through that. He charged the brother, as a broth- 
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er, to keep his secret, and then communicated his base 
proposal. Whether this did happen we do not affirm ; 
others do ; and you know, that, in the legitimate exercise 
of the masonic oath of secrecy, it might happen. 

So the case of the bribe offered by John Anderson to 
Mr. Wtlliasnsy Member of Congress and Chairman of 
the Committee of Claims, under injunction of masonic 
secrecy, is full to the same point ; and many there be 
of this sort, as when in an election not long since in the 
city of New- York, some had contrived a scheme of po- 
litical importance, but to carry it into effect, the scheme 
must be proposed to one who might blow up all, if he 
should publish it. In this strait, one says, “ Leave that 

to me ; he is a freemason, and may as well be 

as tell of it, when communicated to him by me.” — We 
do not affirm that this happened, but one does whose 
word is good, and whose political reputation is high ; 
and you know it might happen any time, when a despe- 
rate politician or party pleased to use the obligations of 
secrecy, to which every mason is sworn. 

It is easy to go into the examination of other princi- 
ples of Freemasonry, and to show that honest men mis- 
take them also ; but one at a time saves the risk of con- 
fusion, and therefore we confine ourselves to this single 
principle of masonic secrecy, and leave the brethren to 
reflect, that howsoever masons may be charged to be 
peaceable citizens, to conform to the laws, to avoid 
plots and conspiracies, and to submit to the decisions of 
the legislature they are “ solemnly and sincerely” 
sworn , to cover up all the acts of the mason who diso- 
beys this charge, “even murder and treason, in the 
Royal Arch degree, not excepted .” 

For a reply to the claims of Freemasonry to venera- 
ble antiquity, renewed by Mr. Pratt, and his respectable 
sponsors, we refer him and them to the preceding arti- 
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cle upon the Sublime degrees, and to the history of 
Freemasonry published in No. 6, of this Review ; and 
also, in Bernard’s “ Light on Masonry,” a work which 
we heartily commend to the careful inspection of all 
thoke who seek “ more light in Freemasonry.” 

Our Brother, page 26th of his Defence, declares : 
“that the constitutions by which Freemasonry through- 
out all Christendom is governed, are the same, and have 
been so from time immemorial : they are like the laws 
of the Medes and Persians, which alter not ;” and again 
page 27, he affirms that these venerable landmarks and 
constitutions are not liable to change, or subject to a* 
Kiendment. This affirmation is common to masonic 
writers, and we spend no more time upon it, than to in- 
quire, how this assertion is to be reconciled with the 
fact, that Freemasons changed the pillars of the masonic 
temple, from Jachin and Boaz to Boaz and Jachin, after 
‘the revelation of Freemasonry made under that title f 
And how does it consist with the fact, that a new land- 
mark, LOS, has been set up, since the revelation by 
Capt. Morgan ? Stick to the truth, Brethren, let what 
will happen to Freemasonry, and confess, that the vain- 
glorious institution has both changed and set anew its 
landmarks ; and, in manufacturing new degrees, it has 
often subjected its constitutions to a very material 
change. If you say that the Sublime degrees are not a 
part of the Ancient Constitutions and landmarks , we 
turn you over to the tribunal of the Puissant Sovereigns 
of South Carolina) whose royal authority you despise ; 
and to the Council of the Thrice Illustrious Princes of 
Jerusalem in New-York, whose nobility you contemn ; 
and you must be sensible, that their Vengeance is 
more difficult to be endured, than our arguments. 

We notice one point more in this “ Defence of Free- 
masonry.” The names of many eminent statesmen, 
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divines, and philanthropists, now upon the stage, are in- 
troduced, as grand office bearers, and principal support- 
ers of the secret order of Freemasons ; and Mr. Pratt 
justly adds : “I might swell the list of truly respectable 
and pious clergymen, as well as laymen, of different de- 
nominations, who are still industrious laborers in the 
masonic vineyard.” This is a sound argument in de- 
fence of Freemasonry. This is a lawful use of the 
names of our most eminent fellow citizens. We admit 
the full force of it, and assure the public, that we revere 
those names too highly to pass them unnoticed in our 
examination of Freemasonry. We are in duty bound 
to inquire of all reputable n\pn, respectfully and firmly : 

what have you to do with this iniquity, that it publicly 
covers its folly under the mantle of your reputation for 
wisdom ? its blasphemy under the cloak of your piety ? 
its base hypocrisy and treasonable practices, under your 
approved patriotism, and lofty principles of honor ? — 
You stand in the front rank of citizens and of Freema- 
sons. It is impossible to reach the heart of the order, 
without removing, or wounding your great names. — 
Your many avocations have prevented that attention to 
Antimasonry, which its importance demands ; but the 
time hastens on, when no apology will be sufficient for 
neglecting to search and forsake Freemasonry. You 
know its evil tendency, and you privately confess it ; but 
what you have publicly supported in error, you must 
handsomely renounce, both for the warning of others, 
and for the correction of errors.” 
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THE WAY OF THE WAR. 

Six months of warfare have tested the character of 
our fire without* bringing our enemy to return a gun. — 
He rails and mocks, but offers no defence ; he bites in 
secret at the motives of his opposers, but admits in si- 
lence their charges. He allows his own nothingness 
and worthlessness ; but<he men who are at the trouble 
to make him confess it, are great knaves ! He would 
not resist the voice of the people, and keep open lodge, 
where it gives offence ; but they are demagogues and 
fools, who constrain him to forsake his nocturnal meet- 
ings, and to return his charters. And in fine, Freema- 
sonry gives it up, that the institution were on the whole 
better dead and buried ; at the same time, no scoun- 
drels can compare in moral turpitude, with the honest 
men, who renounce and denounce the deceitful institu- 
tion! 

Antimasonry has sprung from a small beginning, and 
is diffused over the whole land. No state in the Union 
fails of affording some who are deeply interested in the 
investigation of Freemasonry; and one step of progress, 
uniformly renders the next more interesting, until the 
inquirer becomes convinced of the dangerous tendency 
of this hidden abomination. 

But the wide expansion of Antimasonry does not reach 
beyond the influence of the lodges. These are always 
a compact and organized, a fortified and disciplined 
corp, while Antimasons are a scattered and exposed 
people, unused to secret management and political arts. 
Antimasons have courage, talent, honesty of purpose and 
perseverance ; but as a body, they are inexperienced, 
and it takes a three years service to inure them to the 
tactics of masonic controversy. The militia of the Rev- 
olution fled in 1776 before the veteran marauders of 
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Europe, but in the next year took Burgoyne at one 
swoop ; and we may hope that our new recruits, which 
now meet with some checks, will next year take a troop 
of our enemies. The good root pushes up a good tree. 
In the judgment of our enemies the indignation growing 
immediately out of the Morgan outrage, was “ a just 
indignation;” and the tree of Antimasonry is the natu- 
ral growth of that root. The rpot is good, and the tree 
is good, and the fruit is good. That a branch shoots 
up too hastily and withers, or that some of its fruit is 
blasted by the east wind, is only the course of nature in 
its best works. But the tree itself continues to harden 
and enlarge its trunk, to extend its limbs, and to bring 
forth mere and more fruit for the support of the labor- 
er. Pennsylvania prepares her State Convention ; Mich- 
igan, Kentucky, Vermont and Alabama, Rhode Island, 
Connecticut and Massachusetts, arouse in public meet- 
ings ; and the elections show an increased zeal in the 
state of New-York, to prostrate the foe of our liber- 
ties. At Rochester and in Monroe county, where the 
sworn masons constitute a very large proportion, and 
that the wealthiest and lordliest of the community, Free- 
masons have thrown away their charters, and come out 
to the polls with great spirit and some success ; but An- 
timasons do neither flinch, nor diminish. At the last 
elections, there were given, according to careful inquiry, 
iq the whole state, sixty-seven thousand Antimasonic 
votes; 34,000 more than at the autumnal election ! — 
(Rochester Enquirer , 19 th May.) 

Many suppose that Freemasonry is dead this day, and 
that it can never stir again. Would that it were so ; but 
this great society will not expire without some throes ; 
and ere it dies, the pursuers will see the flounderings of 
its mortal agony, terrific as the lashings of a harpooned 
’whale. Facts in history show that Freemasons are 
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right in confiding to the tried strength of their order ; 
and that doubters are wrong in supposing the society of 
Freemasons to be already destroyed. 

How is it dy^troyed ? by the blood of a brother ? The 
blood of more than one has been upon it scores of years ; 
and the society has grown. How is it destroyed ? by 
the exposure of its secrets? These have been before 
the world a hundred years ; they have been repeatedly 
exposed in the English language, and exposed again in 
the different languages of Continental Eulope : but the 
society has grown, flow is it destroyed ? by honest 
men’s renouncing it ? It was renounced by numbers at 
the tirpe it was first exposed by the martyred Prichard, 
A. D. 1730; but since that period it has overspread the 
earth. How is it destroyed ? by becoming the mirth of 

men, women and children? A. D. 1736 to 1740, Free- 

* 

masonry was the scoff of the apprentice boys of London. 
They came out with savage ornaments, and paraded 
the streets, in ridicule of Freemasons ; bjjt the society 
by a special vote suspended its festival ceremonies, suf- 
fered the storm to pass, and grew all the while like a 
willow by the water courses.— (See Preston's Illustra- 
tions of Masonry.) 

At that time it was young and trembling. Its con- 
claves knew of only three degrees of mystery. It had 
no great names to boast, of men on the stage, or of men 
recently passed from the stage. Yet it recovered from 
the exposure, from the renunciations and denunciations 
of its members, from the ridicule of children, and from 
the contempt of men. It increased its degrees ; swore 
that its pretended mysteries were mysteries still ;*put 
out branches in all directions ; published volumes of 
flattery and ridiculous pretensions ; built public halls ; 
drew divines into its meshes, and ambitious politicians 
into its caucuses, until it has come to defy the world in 
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prms to arrest it : and sensible men think it is dead !— 
The Opossum — it lets the Antimasons run over it, tram^ 
pie upon it, kick it, and handle it as they please, with- 
out showing any resentment, or sign of life. They 
stretchout one limb of its odious mystery, and where it 
is put, there it lies, as if death had separated the body 
and t lie spirit of Freemasonry. 'They tumble the hi- 
deous thing about, and exhibit first one part, and then 
another, to the gaze of the passenger. Mon say: “it 
is really odious ! well, it is dead and they pass by. 
But all this while the artful monster is devising new 
schemes of imposture ; and w lien the d;iv of inquiry lias 
gone by, it will crawl away , ii< k i»s wounds, and rob a d 
murder and swear falsely, as it has done before. 

What can hinder it, sober reasoper ? Be astounded, 
when you consider, that the infant Freemasonry tri- 
umphed oyer every weapon which is now levelled against 
the grown monster, except only the ballot box. And 
will not the adult institution survive a shock that only 
served to confirm its juvenile strength ? Freemasonry 
has since its exposure in 1730, enrolled in its register the 
names of Franklin and Washington, Fredrick the Great 
and Voltaire, Warren and Marshall and La Fayette. 
Since its exposure by the author of Jachin and Boaz, it 
has ensnared George IV., .Clinton and Clay ! Since its 
exposure by Capt. Morgan, by the Le Roy Convention, 
and by others, it continues to inveigle bjind candidates 
and simple young men; and, even in New York, to 
swear youtlj to keep that a secret which has been pub- 
lished in the newspapers ; and never, under penalty of 
dea^h, to reveal that >vhich at the cost of life has already 
been proclaimed in JO, 000 pamphlets! — Is it dead? 

Freemasonry has not only been revealed these hund- 
red y^ears, but it lias proved itself in the registered histo- 
ry of nations, to be a curse to the political and religious 
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institutions of any people. The events of the French 
Revolution prove to the farthest limit the capacity of this 
institution to breed and disseminate the foulest opinions 
of every description: and this people cannot plead igno- 
rance of the fact. The Rev. Messrs. Payson and Morse, 
with many others less distinguished, raised their warning 
voices, and in the day of its darkest crimes, told the 
truth to the shame of Freemasonry. Professor Robi- 
son and the Abbe‘ Barruel, Freemasons, also published 
treatises full of documents and indisputable proofs of 
the abominations of Freemasonry, which were repub- 
lished and widtdy circulated in this country. 

What followed? Freemasonry that had before only 
Lodges in America, now pushed up into Chapters and 
Encampments! It published books and orations, it 
built halls in all the land, and embodied men by the ob- 
ligations of its oaths with zeal and unwonted success. — - 
Payson and Morse, and others, were cried down, and 
put to silence by the force of masonic combination, an<l 
the confidence of masonic assertions ; and Freemasonry 
itself extended faster, and rooted deeper in this free 
soil, by thirty fold, after that tempest, than it had ever 
done before. 

These are momentous truths ; and while the institu- 
tion is able to muzzle the press, and starve out its ad- 
versaries — while it has courage to erect immense edifi- 
ces, to publish great volumes of pretensions, and to play 
at all kinds of wickedness in secret places, profanely 
swearing it is yet a mystery from Adam and from Heav- 
en, we shall treat it, though dead, as if it were alive. — 
Let the man who loves righteousness, give us his sus- 
taining hand. 
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BRUCE AND WHITNEY. 

At the Court of General Sessions of the Peace for Ontario Co. 
held at Canandaigua, N. Y. 19th May, 1829, Eli Bruce, of Lock- 
port, once High Sheriff of Niagara County, received his sentence 
for conspiracy to kidnap and for kidnapping William Morgan— too 
years and four months close conjinement in the county jail ; and at 
the same court, John V tney, of Rochester, was tried and found 
guilty of the same offci, • . and was sentenced to one year and three 
months similar imprisonment. 

- In this result the friends of civil order have triumphed over the 
machinations of nocturnal masonry; but in our satisfaction at the 
recovering energy of the laws, we do not forget the sufferings of 
the unhappy criminals; especially of the honorable and gentleman- 
ly, but ardent and erring Mr. Bruce. His office, his estate, hie 
prospects in life, and his peace, have been lost and broken and ru- 
ined, by the delusions ot Freemasonry. He believed the institution 
to be what its Grand Officers and Grand Fraternities, certify, and 
its exalted and pious members affirm. He has fallen a sacrifice to 
the hardened and atrocious falsehoods of the order. Well may the 
Grand Lodge of New- York vote him money, for it is his due; but 
all the funds of Masonry on earth cannot make up to Sheriff Bruce 
the loss he has sustained by confiding in this impudent and hypo- 
critical institution. 

Were he the only one who had been deceived by this imposture, 
and should the lying wonder still continue to swear blind candidates 
into its mysteries, it would be our duty, knowing these things, to 
proclaim them to the world. But this duty is dreadfully enforced 
by the consideration that thousands are its dupes, although in a less 
^criminal manner than Bruce and Whitney; and that even nations 
have been its victims, and governments its prey. , And when we 
raise the warning voice, what reception do the public give it?— 
Some say, “peace! what is this cry for, distuibiug churches and 
friends!” Others, “Why this cry, telling that which all know? 
look to your motives-” And the Fraternity, instead of giving us a 
vote of thanks for undeceiving them— instead ef publicly announc- 
ing the death of Freemasonry with her will, leaving all her halls 
and estates in the city and county of New- York to the sole benefit 
of the Antimasonic Review forever ! the Fraternity are like a dis- 
turbed hornet’s nest, many of them stinging the very walls of their 
habitation to relieve their spite. They do not hesitate to speak of 
blood, and of the fate of him for whom Bruce suffers, as being de- 
served by the men who kindly prove to thenj that they embrace 
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falsehood for truth. The reproach of the wicked is the praise of 
the righteous. 


LETTERS ON MASONRY, 

Addressed to the •professed followers of Christ , now in connexion 
with the institution of Freemasonry. *By Henry Jones, Pastor 
of the Congregational Church in Cabot , Vt. a Royal Arch Mason . 
Pamphlet , 48 pp. 

The religious and respectable character of Mr. Jones unites with 
the excelle* ce of his spirit to commend his Letters to the attention 
of Masons, church members. His expulsion from the Fraternity 
for publishing his renunciation, and his good name abused by the 
Jezebel Freemasonry, are additional motives to peruse his pamphlet. 

He begins by declaring to his Association , that after many years 
trial of the institution of Freemasonry, he has “become fully con- 
vinced that it is contrary to his Christian profession longer to sup- 
port it and asks their advice They say he ought undoubtedly 
to make public his views. Some of these follow. 

Masonry, in its avowed principles* is at variance with the Gospel 
of Christ; it also profanes the Holy Scriptures; and it takes the 
name of God in vain. It promotes dissipation and intemperance ; 
it interrupts domestic happiness, aud it assumes rights repugnant to 
the principles of a free government. Its support requires implied 
falsehood and actual deceit; its oaths are abhorrent to righteous- 
ness, and are rendered void by their hidden and wicked nature ; 
and its claims to Solomon and the two Hirams are flatly contra-^ 
dieted by divine Revelation 

The pamphlet concludes with the extract of the records of King 
Hiram Lodge, expelling Mr. Jones ; and with the unanimous vote 
of Mr. Jones’s Church, approving of his conduct ; which exhib- 
its the Lodgeroom in its true character — in dead hostility to the 
Church. 


EVENINGS BY THE FIRESIDE : 

Or thoughts on some of the principles of Speculative Freemasonry : 
By Amariah Chandler, Pastor of the Congregational Church 
in Waitjkldy Vt. Pamphlet , 24 pp. 

We have read this tract with singular interest and pleasure. It 
carries the reader in a close and concise style of argument direetly 
to the inevitable conclusion, that the writer, who is not a Freema- 
son, has a right, and a deep interest, to examine the character of 
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Freemasonry ; that the Illustrations of Masonry by Morgan are 
substantially true ; that the oaths of Freemasonry, by their penal- 
ties, and their obligations, and th6ir manner of administration, are 
unlawful and void ; and that Freemasons ought to clear their skirts 
of them, ought to renounce thjm for conscience sake. 

. The views he takes of the obligations of an oath, are elevated to 
heaven ; and they are just views. Neither fraud, nor self damage, 
nor want of a magistrate, nor a qualifying preface, are relied upon 
as the ground of renunciation ; but rather the oath is unlawful in 
its nature, and an outrage upon both natural and revealed religion, 
and therefore “ imposes no obligation, but the obligation to deep 
repentance and sincere reformation.’' These letters are the product 
of a sound and healthful mind. 


Reply of the Genesee Consociation to the Letter of the Rev . 
Joseph Emerson, of Weathersfield, Conn, addressed to them on the 
subject of their resolution relative to Masonic Ministers and Ma- 
sonic candidates for the ministry . Pamphlet , 43 pp. 

! The Genesee Consociation adopted in June last the following 
resolution : “ Resolved, That the Consociation will neither license, 
ordain, or install, those who sustain any c nnexidn with the insti- 
tution of Masonry, or who will not disapprove, and renounce it; 
nor will we give letters of recommendation in favor of such persons 
to preach in any of the churches in our connexion." 

For this the worthy Mr. Emerson, a Freemason, addressed them 
in 20 printed pages, and now comes the reply. 

The Consociation rest the propriety of their resolution mainly 
upon the fact that Freemasonry is what Capt. Morgan reveals it to 
be : and they are at pains to show by the affidavits and solemn de- 
clarations of hO church members, and others, freemasons, that Mor- 
gan's Illustrations are correct, and that the institution is an abom- 
ination to truth and to civil liberty. The reply is satisfactory, and 
the proofs are convincing. We highly approve of the ground tak- 
en by the Consociation. We know it bears upon those we love, 
but their Freemasonry bears heavily upon one more beloved, and 
they must away with it ; in the Lord's name away with it. Nei- 
ther human nature, nor Christian patience, will always endure the 
profanations of the Lodgeroom to be connected with the sacred 
desk. And that ministers cease to go the lodgeroom, is not e- 
nough ; the savour of their example remains after they have de- 
parted, and nothing short of an open renunciation before the Fra- 
ternity will correct it. 
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TO THE READERS OF THIS WORK 
The prospects of its Editor cannot be entirely without interest. He 
finds himself involved in a contest of great magnitude, without a 
support. Men believe Freemasonry is wicked, and they wish it 
were dead ; but they do not pay 150 cents for documentary evidence 
of its depravity, and $2 per annum to destroy it. 

Why tin's is so, every man will judge fort himself; but otie great 
reason undoubtedly is, that upright and honorable men adhere to 
the corrupt institution, and give all the advantage of their reputa- 
tion for integrity, in aid of tho malice and calumny, the vengeance 
and falsehood of the unjust members of the fraternity, and of the 
deceitful institution; and we have to meet both the holy and the 
wicked in firm phalanx arrayed against us. 

The Editor did uot come unadvisedly against Freemasonry He 
first searched the records of time* for its history, and the standard 
works of the fraternity for its character; and having compiled a 
mass of remarkable, interesting, and most conclusive evidence, he 
gave it to the public in a handsome form ; and now he is sacrificing 
the work to pay the expense of publishing it. 

He next undertook this enterpriz§. To prepare for it, and to 
conduct it, he has spared nothing that he could command. u Yon 
will have 1000 subscribers in this county ;” 44 and 500 in this;” and 
“2000 in three months,” seemed to make a living quite certain.-— 
But he does not find support, much less a profit for the consumption 
of infirmity, or of age. 

Men hastily excuse themselves with the belief that Freemasonry 
is vitally wounded and has only to die; but had they purchased* 
• 4 Freemasonry by a Master Mason they would know better; they 
would know that the falsehood has as many lives as a cat, and, al- 
though whipped to death , it will soon be again on its feet, running 
about more supple than ever: and they would promptly subscribe 
for this work, which is pledged to hold the mystery with a mortal 
grasp, until the infernal spirit which animates it, shall seek a new 
form and another body, in which to war with truth, and with holi- 
ness. 

. In the war of Independence our honored Fathers at the outset 
recruited with short enlistments — three months, six months, and 
twelve months men. E 'perience shewed that in fighting for liberty 
it was not enough to contend a month, or a year; but that the mus- 
ket must be carried until the enemy are expelled, and peace re-t 
stored. Recruits were accordingly enlisted dvsfng the war ; and, 
by way of eminence these soldiers, the best troops in the ser^ 
yice, were called Cobtiwentals. 
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Ours is a second war of Independence : for freedom from the 
yoke of masonic tyranny. It is not enough to enlist for six months 
ora year; hut during the war. The Editor, with 2000 men to 
back him, can defend this work during his natural ability, and make 
incursions upon the territories of the enemy. With 2000 Co.vti- 
jveivtals he will be ever ready to give the enemy battle, and to 
beat up their quarters with constant alarms, that the 100 weekly 
and semi-weekly journals of Antimasonry may scale the walls and 
possess the camp. 

This is not a common controversy. The Editor has not entered 
upon it for his <*wn sake , he cannot support it at his' own charges. 
His labor is his living, and if that is exerted in a barren soil, he 
must seek a new field He gives himself with singleness of heart 
to the full exhibition of the moral and religious character, and po- 
litical tendency of Freemasonry. He may have mistaken the im- 
portance of the cause, and the wickedness of the secret order. If 
so, he will retire, at^the year’s end, with only the consciousness of 
having had a frank and a fearless, a kind and a faithful and a patri- 
otic purpose in undertaking and conducting this work ; atid poster- 
ity may determine, whether, in this thing, he has not beeu both as 
honest and as wise, as those renowned men are, who publicly affix 
their honorable names to the pillars of vain glorious Freemasonry. 

To continue the work, something more substantial than cheers , is 
essential. Encouraged, however, by th • assurance of righteous- 
ness, and by the approbation of his readers, he stands pledged, and 
pledges himself anew, to devote his wole mind to the public investi- 
gation of Freemasony without fear or favor of men, while the pub- 
lic call for the investigation : and if it please 20(H) of his countrymen 
to enlist with him in the controversy with Freemasonry, until the 
Lodges of Genesee, Ontario, Otsego, Oneida, Cayuga, and Onon- 
daga counties, reverse their public determination to swear blind 
candidates as formerly into the false mysteries of the selfish frater- 
nity; and until the Lodges of New- York, and of the East and the 
South and the West, cease from their delusion, and cease to inveigle 
inexperienced youth in the meshes ol the masonic oaths, the Editor 
will form with them a Continental band, to fight the battle of liber- 
ty, until independence is established. While absent at intervals 
from the city, not on account of expensive habits, or a waste of 
monqy, but to procure the means of being just to those who provide 
his paper and spread his table, his correspondents must excuse a 
temporary neglect^ and his friends are invited to aio him by pro- 
curing the names of substantial subscribers, who w ill not desert their 
colon, while Freemasonry shows a banner in the field. 
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MASONIC OBLIGATIONS. 

How can masons have taken the oaths as, they are 
revealed? It seems impossible that wise men should 
have proceeded to ingulph one impious, oath after an- 
other, like the inebriating cup which creates the thirst 
it is intended to satisfy l Those men who have never 
taken these oaths, justly require most ample proof of 
their truth, before they can believe it possible, that our 
best citizens have assumed, and are still subject to, such 
unhallowed obligations. 

Men that are tempted to become Freemasons, and 
join the Lodge, do it soon after they come of age, and 
before they have acquired experience in life. *They sef 
that Freemasonry gives influence and consequence; 
which youth, at least, are apt to desire. To attain its 
importance, or power, they must submit to the rules of 
the secret order ; and the first rule of Freemasonry be- 
ing secrecy, they can only imagine the rest; and thus it 
is imagined : 

“ To take an unknown oath is a fearful step ; but to 
attain this influence or object in view, I must take the 
V#l. I. N#. 8.“1 
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oath. Washington has done it, and La Fayette ; the 
clergy do it, and no man’s warning voice is heard to 
cry : ‘ there' is death in the pot.’ So it must be pn in- 
nocent oath ; and I will submit to the venerable forms 
of this most ancient and renowned mystery, especially 
as it was perfected by Solomon, and patronized by St. 
John.” 

I confess that this kind df reasoning satisfied the fears, 
and overcame the scruples, of one, so faras to/nake him 
willing to submit to the rites of initiation used by this 
mysterious and respectable society, even to the taking 
of an unknown oath ; and having been misled by exam- 
ple, his example shall not mislead another. 

The candidate for masonry having made up his mind 
to submit to the initiatory rites, is not surprised at the 
requisition of a material change in his apparel, or by a 
hood over his eyes. He was expecting some strange 
thing ; his mind was prepared for it ; and, being blind- 
ed, he knows not whether it is a rope that is tied round 
his neck, or an apron string from the loins of the wor- 
shipful Master of the wonderful lodge. He is led from 
the preparation room to the lodge room, unconscious that 
he is both hoodwinked and haltered, like a felon for the 
gallows. He only finds, as he had expected to find, 
strange proceedings ; and in the midst of masonic prayer 
and mummery, and solemnly enacted farce, he is made 
to kneel and repeat the oath after the master. 

Hoes a scruple arise in his bosom, it is overpowered 
by the novelty of his situation, and by the confidence he 
places in the friends around him, and in the good men 
who have travelled this road before him , without having 
raised a monument to warn future adventurers ; he puts 
the scruple down and submits to the whole oath with the 
firm assurance that so all masters and fellows have 
done before him from the time of king Solomon. Few 
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men, so situated, have a judgment sufficiently prompt 
and clear to discern the error they are committing ; and 
if they do, cable-towed and blinded, with a mason on 
each arm to attend, especially if they prove refractory, 
it is too late to retreat ; the mind of the half naked and 
shivering novice is not equal to the effort of resisting 
such a host of difficulties. He had expected strange 
things, and he is not surprised to find them. 

But in this degraded posture, what unjust oath does 
he swear ? 

At the lips of the “ Moot WorsKipful ,” on his knees, 
profanely in presence of Almighty God, he swears “ al- 
ways to hail, concea{, and never reveal any part or 
parts, art or arts, point or points of the secret arts and 
mysteries of Ancient Freemasonry.” This oath is that 
by which criminals are emboldened to hail their breth- 
ren upon the bench, or in the jury box. Morgan , the 
lit Roy Convention , the Three Distinct Knocks , Jachin 
and Bodz , and Carlisle, agree in revealing it as an 
oath of Freemasonry. [These are titles of distinct Rev- 
elations of Freemasonry ; that by Morgan, and by the 
Le Roy Convention, is well known. Jachin and Boaz 
was published in London between 1770 and 1780, I 
think. The Three Distinct Knocks , London, 1795. 
Carlisle's , Loudon, 1825.] The harm of it is that it 
cannot in its strictness be kept. It is too much “ always 
to hail,” i. e. to recognize, to acknowledge the presence 
of a mystic brother by secret signs. Gentlemen seeing 
these masonic arts about a vagabond, find it hard to 
hail them. “ Conceal and never reveal any part or 
parts, point or points of the secret arts.” Possibly one 
cannot speak, or write, without revealing some poitit or 
parts of the secret arts of Freemasonry. And so, many 
conscientious persons dare not speak , when Freemason- 
ry is mentioned, lest they forfeit their peace by a breach 
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of the oath. We commend this fidelity, but it is a mis- 
fortune to be called severely to exercise it in so vain a 
cause* 

Mailing sign of distress. 

He furthermore sweats : 

“ Whenever I gee the grand hailing sign of distress given, or 
hear the words accompanying that sign, and the person who gives 
it appears to be in distress, I will fly to bis relief at the risk of my 
life, should there be a greater probability of saving his life than of 
losing my own.'* 

This oath is revealed by Morgan and the Le Roy 
Convention ; it is universal in American Freemasonry 
of the school of Webb ; and thus a mason in Alabama 
recently confesses that he used it : — Indicted for an as- 
sault with intent to kill, he fied. 'The sheriff overtook 
him, and, having no way of escape, he turned upon the 
sheriff, whom he knew to be a mason, and gave him the 
grand hailing sign of distress ; upon which the sheriff 
bade him avoid hi.'- sight. And in his confession, the 
contrite culprit Says, under his own name, Henry Blake- 
ly, that meaning in future to shun all affrays, he shall 
have no further use for this secret, and he makes it pub- 
lic for the benefit of the community. 

But observe, this oath regarding the grand hailing 
sign of distress, is not found in the Three Distinct 
.Knocks, Jachin and Boaz, or Carlisle’s revelation of 
Freemasonry. I believe there are those among us who 
can testify that it was introduced into our lodges by the 
school of Webb. 

a brother’s secrets. 

He furthermore swears : 

“ That a Master Mason's secrets, given to me in charge as such, 
and I knowing him to be such, shall remain as secure and inviola- 
ble in my breast as in his own, MURDER AND TREASON 
ONLY EXCEPTED, and these^eft^to my diseretioji^lreirCDHi- 
municated to me to conceal or not." 

The application of tbiislrath by those interested in the 
febduotien of William Morgan, has been so faithful, that 
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the utmost efforts of an excited people, and the extraor- 
dinary powers of the special commissioner appointed by 
the executive to investigate his fate, both together, are 
not sufficient to wring the truth from the clench of this 
masonic obligation of secrecy . It is a feaiful oath to take 
in view of our obligations to obey the laws of our coun- 
try ; yet it is found in the revelation of Freemasonry by 
Morgan, by the Le Roy Convention, by Jachin and Bo- 
az, and by the Three Distinct Knocks. 

As revealed by Carlisle, a most important variation 
exists in this obligation. He gives it thus : “ My breast 
shall be the sacred repository of a brother’s secrets, 
when delivered to me as such, murder, treason, felony, 
and all other offences contrary to the law of God, or the 
ordinances of the realm, being at all times most special- 
ly excepted, or at my option .” — ( Republican , vol. 12, p. 
110.) So that even by Carlisle, every crime may be 
sworn to fraternal concealment at the option of the broth- 
er. Just men will not keep such an oath, any how ; and 
if wicked men, to make it binding, have only to choose 
to have it binding, it is easy to see that they will do so 
and it is nearly as good for the iniquitous use of bad 
men, as if no exception of a crime were made in its 
terms. Any crime may be covered by this forrti of the 
oath. Courts of justice are unconscious of this. False 
swearing is usually of a negative character. The wit- 
ness says: “ I do not recollect and we are forced to 
excuse his short memory, which would often be long 
enough for the ends of justice, provided he could forget 
the penalty of his masonic obligations. 

OBLIGATION TO OBEY ALL MASONIC SIGNS, &C. 

“I will obey all signs and summonses, given, handed, sent, or 
thrown to me from a brother Master Mason, or from the body of a 
just and legally constituted lodge of Master Masons ; provided they 
be within the length of my cable tow” 

This oath is revealed by Morgan and the Le Roy 
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Convention. The Three Distinct Knacks, and Jachin 
and Boaz agree to vary the expression thus : “ I will 
attend all summonses sent to me from a lodge of Mas* 
ters, if within the length of a cable tow which ia much 
less exceptionable. They do not place the mason at 
the will of every brother, on every occasion, bat only at the 
will of a lodge of Masters, on every occasion . Carlisle’s 
expression of the oath is still more guarded ia these 
words : I “ will answer and obey all lawful signs and 
summonses, sent to me from a Master Mason’s Lodge, 
if within the length of my cable tow.” In this form the 
oath requires obedience only to lawful signs and sum- 
monses from a lodge. 

a brother’s errand. 

“ I furthermore swear that I wiH go on a Master Mason’s errand 
whenever required, even .should I go barefoot and barehead, if 
within the length of my cable tow." 

No exception is made that the errand shall be lawful, 
reasonable, or innocent ; but only that it shall be a mas- 
ter Mason’s errand within cable tow distance. 

This very exceptionable oath, revealed by Morgan 
and the Le Roy Convention, which places, in its striet 
interpretation, the just men of the Fraternity at the com- 
mand of the knaves, leaving them nu opportunity to de- 
mur on principle, or to escape from the execution of the 
trust, provided a Master Mason requires the service, is 
unquestionably an obligation imposed by Freemasonry 
in this country : but it is not found in Jackin and Boaz , 
or the Three Distinct Knocks ; and Carlisle gives no 
such expression of words ; but this he gives : 44 My foot 
shall traverse through dangers and difficulties to unite 
with a brother’s in forming a column of mutual defence 
and safety which is little less exceptionable, than the 
oath published by M organ* 

APPROACHING DANGER. 

He furthermore swears 44 to apprise a brother of all 
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approaching danger, if in his power.” This oath is, like 
the others, unqualified, by any exception. I is found 
in Morgan and the Le Roy Convention . Jachin and Bo- 
az and the Three Distinct Knocks , state it thus : “ I will 
give a brother notice of all dangers as far as in my pow- 
er Ues.” This is in effect the same, as the expressions 
used by Morgan. Carlisle , in the parallel passage of 
the oath, says: “ I will not see a brother defrauded of 
the most trifling amount without giving him due and 
timely notice thereof thus confining the obligation to 
apprise of danger only to frauds upon our property. 

No finer illustration of the nature of this obligation as 
k is understood by the fraternity, can be furnished, than 
the following, which I report on the authority of Mr. 
Beach, one of the parties. Some time before the Mor- 
gan outrage, a grave was robbed at Rochester, N. Y. 
with circumstances that induced the trustees of the vil- 
lage to take vigorous measures for the discovery of the 
robbers ; and the better to secure their object they 
pledged each other to secrecy. As the investigation 
proceeded, it was discovered, that the guilty had been 
apprised of the approaching d anger , and all the signs of 
guilt had been removed and concealed. Upon this, cer- 
tain of the trustees were indignant, and demanding who 
had betrayed them, suspected badly their clerk, Mr. 
Beach, my informant. He cleared himself with vehe- 
mence, and the matter growing quite serious among the 
trustees, at length two of them confessed that they had 
done it, and in excuse (dead that they and the plunderer 
being brother masons, they were under oath to apprize 
him of his danger . Where one case of this kind comes 
to light, a hundred happen. 

These oaths require no comment. They are of a 
character so hardened and wicked, that we car. scarcely 
refusb believing an honest Freemason who hotly asserts 
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“that they are absolutely false, a base forgery upon the 
pure character and upright intention of the venerable 
order of Freemasonry.” 

We mean not to contradict, or to be contradicted; 
yet if an honorable man, a Freemason, says he never 
took one of these wicked obligations, we are astounded, 
and cannot but think him mistaken : for Freemasonry 
asserts with equal confidence, that her ancient land - 
marks and customs, her laws and immemorial usages, 
are invariable. “It is not in the power of any man or 
body of men, to make innovations in the body of Ma- 
sonry .” — ( Elder Bradley , p. 219.) If it were so, all 
masons must have taken these oaths, for some have ta- 
ken them. Morgan truly revealed the iniquity of this 
mystery, or else he is not a perjured knave , as some af- 
firm. His revelation is further sustained in substance, 
by some hundreds, who are competent from their own 
knowledge, to declare that it is true. It is also sustain- 
ed by the similar revelations of other years, and other 
countries, varying enough to show independence in their 
source, and sufficiently according, to prove the general 
truths they agree to assert. 

What says Dr. M’Cracken, of Rochester, N. York ? 

“ On a jury, previous to the Morgan excitement, I saw 
the culprit on trial give the sign of a mason, which was 
hailed according to the masonic oath, by two weak ju- 
rors. Making up the verdict, these could not find the 
prisoner at the bar guilty. Then I took them aside, as 
a brother mason, and told them that they carried their 
masonic obligations too far. I his was sufficient to shake 
their confidence, and they yielded to the evidence 4)f the 
prisoner’s guilt. 

John R. Mulford, of Bottle Hill, N. J. says : “ I have 
seen a grand jury selected by a masonic high sheriff, 
with an express view to prevent an indictment against a 
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brother mason. I have seen a mason brought up to be 
tried on an indictment, and observed him make the ma- 
sonic signal of distress, and another sign to the jury, 
which la. ter sign of the hand drawn across t;.e throat, 
two of the jurors answered, and these same jurors, 
when out, refused to convict on a clear case of guilt. 

I have also seen masonic signs exchanged between the 
bar and the bench.” 

The history of the Morgan trials is full of proof to es- 
tablish the fact, that the oaths of Freemasonry corrupt 
the fountains of justice, and impede the execution of 
the laws. Mr. Whiting the public prosecutor of the 
trials at Canandaigua before the appointment of Mr. 
Mosely ; and since Mr. M’s appointment, his constant 
assistant, is a mason. He declares that the opportunity 
he has had to see the evil workings of the system, is 
enough to make him pronounce it dangerous and cor- 
rupt. So say many of our best men. vvho do not yet 
feel it a duty to speak out publicly. 

I turn back to the oaths The hoodwinked candi- 
date swears “ I will not violate the chastity of a Master 
Mason’s wife, mother, sister, or daughter, I knowing 
them to be such, nor suffer it to be done by others, if in 
my power to prevent it.” This obligation is the pride 
of many advocates of Freemasonry, it is revealed by 
Morgan, Carlisle, and the Le Roy Convention $ and is 
not in Jachin and Boaz, or the Three Distinct Knocks. 
But what does it mean, “ I will not have unlawful, car- 
nal intercourse with “ the wife, sister, or daughter of a 
Master Mason says Carlisle. So a mason is solemnly 
•worn to respect the chastity of a brother masons’ wife 
and sister ; but the coiutn* of the mason, the wives of the 
neighbours not masons ; they are free. A mason would 
not be expelled and published for unworthy and urtme- 
sonic eonduct, debauching a brother mason’s cousin : it 

▼ol. I. No. 8.-2 
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is tnasonically legal to do that, it is masonically legal to 
indulge in unlawful, carnal connection with any, except 
those excepted, the wife , sister , daughter, and Morgan 
adds mother , of a brother mason. This is masonic mo- 
rality/ 

We have not time to give all the iniquitous points in 
the oaths of Masonry ; and I notice but one more. It is 
found only in Carlisle, but it is certainly sometimes given 
in the lodges of this country, and is precisely in the self- 
ish spirit of the last, and in the true spirit of Freemason- 
ry. It is this: “1 will also prefer a brother master 
mason in all my dealings, and lecommend him to others, 
as much as lies in my power, so long as he shall continue 
to act honourably, honestly, and faithfully towards me 
and others.” Prefer him in all my dealings : i. e. trade 
with him as a merchant, council with him as a lawyer, 
employ him as a mechanic, and vote for him as a public 
officer, in preference to another, who has not learned, 
with a halter about his neck, to pronounce “Shibbo- 
leth.” I have not mentioned this in way of remon- 
strance to a great number of brethren, but I have named 
it to wise men among them, and invariably they have 
pronounced it no cause of complaint that men should 
prefer their brethren ! — “ Say you so ? — Then you Ma- 
sons continue to prefer one another, and we that are not 
masons will prefer one another.” 

This proposition made, the brethren see at once it 
would be a losing game to play : the whole sport is, to 
make sure of the masonic interest, and obtain as much 
more as possible ; and so soon as they are confined to 
their own limits, they give up. 

How easy it is to enlarge upon the subject already 
opened, every one can see ; but yet I have not touched 
the obligations above the third degree : and the oaths 
get worse, as we advance inthis scheme of iniquity. But 
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we must leave the obligations to look at the penalties 
attached to them ; these are invariably the same in 
spirit in all the different revelations that have been 
made, from Prichard’s in 1730, to Morgan’s in 1826, 
and I never heard any mason dispute them, though 
many may do it with the same propriety they dispute the 
obligations of the oaths 1 have cited. This is a horrid 
part of the subject, but fidelity to our cause demands that 
we be attentive here. 

Carlisle’s penalty of the ent. appentice’s oath. 

“ My throat cut across, my tongue torn out by the 
root, and buried in the sand of the sea, at low water 
mark, or a cable’s length from the shore, where the tides 
regularly ebb and flow twice in 24 hours, or the more 
efficient punishment of being branded as a wilfully per- 
jured individual, void of all moral worth, &c. So help 
me God, and keep me steadfast in this my great and 
solemn obligation of an Entered Apprentice Mason.” — 
(Republican, p. 15.) 

JACHIN AND BOAZ’S ENTERED APPRENTICE’S PENALTY. 

“ To have* my throat cut across, my tongue torn out 
by the root, and that it be buried in the sands of the sea, 
at low water mark, a cable’s length from the shore, 
where the tide $bbs and At ws twice in 24 hours. So 
help me” 

Three Distinct Knocks is in the same words, with 
one slight variation, which I name, not for its worth, but 
for the sake of indisputable precision, (and that it be, 
reads “ and that to be buried in the sands” &<*.) 

Prichard’s Masonry Dissected runs thus : — “ to have 
my throat cut, my tongue taken from the roof of my 
mouth, my heart plucked from under my left breast, 
they to be buried in the sands of the sea, the length of a 
cable rope from shore, where the tide ebbs and flows 
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twice in 24 hours ; my body to be burned to ashes, my 
ashes to be scattered upon the face of the earth, so that 
there shall be uo more remembrance of me among ma- 
sons. So help me — »” 

Morgan’s, “to have my throat cut across, my tongue 
torn out by the roots, and my body buried in the rough 
sands of the sea, at low water mark, where the tide ebbs 
and flows twice in 24 hours* So help me ■«” 

The penalty of a fellow-craft’s obligations we omit for 
brevity’s sake* 

CARLISLE’S PENALTY OF A MASTER MASON’S OATH. 

“To have my body severed in two, my bowels 
torn thereout and burnt to ashes in the centre, and those 
ashes scattered to the four cardinal points of heaven, so 
that no trace or remembrance of me shall be left among 
men, more particularly among Master Masons. So help 
me God, and keep ine steadfast in this grand and so- 
lemn obligation, being that of a Master Mason.” — 

{p. 110.) 

JACHIN AND BOAZ’S PENALTY OF A MASTER MASON’S 
OBLIGATIONS. 

“ To have my body severed in two, the one part car- 
ried to the South, the other to the North, my bowels 
burnt to ashes, and the ashes to be scattered to the four 
winds of the heavens, that no farther remembrance of 
such a vile wretch may exist among men, (and in parti- 
cular uiasons.) So help me 

Three Distinct Knocks is precisely in the same 
words. 

Morgan’s, “ To have my body severed in two in the 
midst, and divided to the North and South, my bowels 
burnt to ashes in the centre, and the ashes scattered be- 
fore the four winds of heaven, that there might not the 
least track, or trace of remembrance remain among men 
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or masons, of so vile and perjured a wretch as I should 
be, were 1 ever to prove wilfully guilty of violating any 
part of this my solemn oath or obligation of a Master 
Muson. So help me — — ” 

Let no man doubt with this mass of evidence before 
him, that the oaths of Freemasonry are substantially re- 
vealed. And taking them in their best operation, they 
are like an Indian’s knife, equally convenient to cut his 
bread, or to slay a deer ; equally convenient to bring fire 
from the flint, or the blood of life from his enemy. 
They are dangerous oaths in the keeping of any man : 
they are peculiarly fearful in the keeping of the ignorant, 
the vicious, and the designing ; and now they are in this 
country entrusted to 150,000 men, they must be in many 
bad hands ; they are a just object of jealousy and dread. 

The penalties of these oaths contain the true reason, 
why Freemasonry has been kept a mystery, and why 
men whp shrink from its polluting spirit, are yet content 
to be silent under its obligations. They also, by their 
manifest wickedness, justify me in pointing out to the 
watch and to the execration of my countrymen, a sys- 
tem, which makes itself familiar with assassination, im- 
piously in GoiFs name, which binds its members by se- 
cret oaths, that befit only a band of highwaymen ; and 
which profanely requires men to forswear their live* 
to its honor. 
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Light on Masonry : a collection of all the most important 
documents on the subject of Speculative Freemasonry : 
embracing the reports of the Western commit tess in rela- 
tion to the abduction of William Morgan : proceed- 
ings of convtntions , orations , essays , 4,c. &c. with all 
the degrees of the order conferred in a master's lodge , 
as written by Capt . William Morgan ; all the degrees 
conferred in the Royal Arch Chapter , and Grand En- 
campment of Knight Templars , with the appendant or- 
ders , as published by the convention of seceding masons , 
held at Le Roy , July Ath and 5th, 1828. Also a Reve- 
lation of all the degrees conferred in the Lodge of Per- 
fection, and jijuen degrees of a still higher order, with 
seven French degrees, making forty-eight degrees of 
Freemasonry, with notes and critical remarks, by Elder 
David Bernard, of Warsaw, Genesee Co. N. Y. ; 
once an Intimate Secretary in the Lodge of Perfection , 
and Secretary of the Convention of Seceding Masons , 
held at Le Roy, July 4 th and 5th, 1828. 

For there is nothing covered that shall not be revealed, and hid, that 
shall not be made known. 

And what je hear in the ear, that preach ye upon the housetops . — Jems 
Christ. 

Utica, William Williams, 1829. 588 Octavo. 
The volume opens with a beautiful print of William 
Morgan, from an original picture of A. Cooley’s, repre- 
senting him in the act of preparing the manuscript, for 
which Freemasons took his life ; and with a second print 
representing the masonic assassination of Akirop by 
Joabert, as exhibited in the degree of elected Knights. 

The assassin holds in his left hand by the hair, the 
head of the masonic traitor, severed from the body, and 
in his right, the murderous knife. 

The introduction contains the author’s justification 
for the breach of all his masonic obligations : which jn 
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the sum is this: that the system of Freemasonry is a 
conspiracy against government and religion, which he 
is bbund not only to forsake, and renounce, but also to 
expose: that its existence depends upon its secret, and 
the Glory of God requires the thread of its existence to 
be cut. 

The first three degrees of Freemasonry are the basis 
of the whole fabric, whether it consists of four or seven, 
or thirty-three, or fifty degrees. They are the basis of 
all, and by the revelations made, they are evidently the 
model of all the lodgework above them. If the public 
are once convinced, that the first three degrees are fair- 
ly before them, the remaining reveUUons rise so natu- 
rally and consistently upon them, that they will obtain 
credence without an argument. 

That a great imposition is now practiced upon the 
public, is most certain. We have a society extending 
from the lakes to the mountains, and from the source of 
the rivers to the sea shore, embracing the President of 
this Republic, many of the head&of Departments, Go- 
vernors of states, Professors in Colleges, and Doctors in 
all the learned professions. It does not merely embrace 
them as members, but it promotes them to its honours, 
insomuch that from the Past Grand Master oj Ten- 
nesee, to the present Grand Chaplains of New-York, no 
men can be found in the nation, more honoured in sta> 
tion, or respected in private life. It embraces not only 
the living, but the names of the illustrious dead. Clin- 
ton died in the highest gift of its priesthood, and Frank- 
lin carried its master’s gavel ; and even Washington 
must be believed to have worn its apron. 

Again,, jve have a large company of honourable men, 
receding from that society, men of pure minds, of liberal 
education, and of the highest respectability, renouncing 
its connexion, and denouncing its principles and its dan* 
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gerous tendencies. The weight of character is by no 
means light ou the part of theseceders; but it is vast- 
ly heavier on the part of the supporters and office bear- 
ers of the Society : as the character of the Protestant 
reformers of the 16th century, was far from being equal 
to that of the learned and royal defenders of Pa- 
pacy. 

Take the matter either way, it is a question of im- 
portance, whether the one party, or the other be right. 
If Ancient Freemasonry is in the right, none ought to 
be allowed to pull down its honor; but if Anti-masonry 
be right, this people ought to support it. Thousands 
take an interest in the question, and more would, if they 
were able readil) to find the right end to it. But it is 
so involved by the combatants in the fog of contradic- 
tions, that inquirers are at a loss to know what to be- 
lieve, or what to do. 

This volume of Elder Bernard’s will go far to bring 
the scattering fire of falsehood to one point, and to si- 
lence one party fore^r. Either this volume, entitled 
u Light on Masonry” is a gross libel upon Ancient Free- 
masonry, or the seceders from the order have the right 
of the question, and deserve not only the countenance, 
but the heartiest thanks , of the public. This is not a 
question of character, but a question of fact. Freema- 
sonry may have all her good sons in welcome, for they 
are hers by legal right ; but is Freemasonry herself, the 
thing set forth in Elder Bernard’s book ? That is the 
question : we try not tnen, but we try Freemasonry : 
and should that be found infamous, the men who bear, 
and the men who have borne its honors, whether Jack- 
son or Clay, must, upon information, renounce it, or 
share in its disgrace. The men who have enlisted in 
its files, and^ have filled up its ranks, must not only de- 
sert, but they must desert openly, in the fear of God, and 


Digitized by 


Google 



No. 8.] 


AND MONTHLY MAGAZINE. 


245 


not secretly, in the fear of Freemasonry. Their in- 
fluence and example must be as explicitly published and 
quoted to the disgrace of the convicted institution, as it 
ever has been to its support. 

On the other hand, if Freemasonry be not the infa- 
mous thing revealed in Bernard’s volume, and de- 
nounced by Robison and Barruel, Colden, and Perrine, 
then Morgan deserves the infamy which covers Aim, and 
seceding masons, are no better. 

So far as relates to the first three degrees, the editor 
is a witness, and will not obscure his testimony by argu- 
ment. He was made a mason in Union Lodge, No. 1, 
Ohio, holding its charter of the Grand Lodge of Ohio. 
He was taught by a respectable lawyer of Marietta, at 
that time Senior Warden of the Lodge. This gentle- 
man was taught by Snow, Grand Master of Ohio, who 
was taught by T. S. Webb. It was the pride of the 
young masons, that the work was according to the pure 
model of Col. Webb ! 


But why should the editor testify ? Why not keep 
within the silence of the masonic oath ? Why not re- 
spect the opinions of others, and be content to argue 
against the Institution, still keeping its secret ? 

The oath is the bar ; but the masonic oath is like the 
masonic institution, a false thing ; and falsehood is a 
rope of sand, that cannot bind even the holder, much 
less those who reject it. The oath to masonry, we hold 
as David held his oath to slay Nabal and all his house : 
he rejoiced and praised God, that he was turned from 
keeping his oath. The editor is turned from his oath 
of fealty to freemasonry, and gives God thanks: he 
holds the whole thing in contempt, and hates it with a 


perfect hatred. The institution is a harlot from the j 
Vif-th, and an adulteress from the time of his unhappy ^ 


union with it. He is absolved from its obligations, and # 
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while he separates himself from it, he shews cause , by 
shewing its diabolical spirit, and treacherous practices ; 
its deformity and its sin ; its profanity and its evil com- 
munications. Capt. Morgan has made exhibition of its 
shame, and we blush for it; the cheeks of all honest 
freemasons crimson with confusion : but impudent free- 
masonry is not in the least abashed. She flaunts and 
twirls and paints as before. She appoints the Patroon 
of Albany her Grand Master for the State of New-York y 
and lays the corner stone of the Associated Methodist 
Church in Washington city , June 1829, with saintly 
show ; and the corner stone of the Chesapeake and 
Ohio canal, in solemn state! Notwithstanding her 
shame is discovered by Morgan’s Illustrations, and they 
are worthy and well qualified dupes of her mendacity, 
who will deny it. 

The editor was sworn to keep the secrets of Freema- 
sonry. It is impossible to keep, whathas never been 
entrusted to him. The secrets of Freemasonry were 
published A. D. 1730, and he played withthem in child- 
hood, in Jachin and Boaz : how were they yet secrets , 
that in any just acceptation of terms he is bound by 
that word in the oath to keep them ? 

He was sworn to keep the secrets of Freemasonry'. 
Morgan has published all, and has taken away frorr\ 
Freemasonry its secrets : how can we honestly attempt 
to keep for the shameless thing, what it has not, either 
by right or in possession. Shall a man be twice its fool ? 
once entering its mysty darkness in pursuit of light ; and 
again tarrying there, while an open door invites his es- 
cape ? Shall a man sustain the falsehood for his own 
pride ? shall he lead others into sin for his own vindica- 
tion ? shall he make it a point of honor to be true to 
Freemasonry, which is false to his religion, and to his 
Country } Far from it; 
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Despising Freemasonry and its pretended oaths, and 
regardless of its barbarous penalties ; in the fear of God> 
and in the belief of a future day of irrevocable judg- 
ment, he declares, that the silly and impious lodgeworlc , 
revealed in Morgan’s Illustrations of Masonry, and re- 
published in Elder Bernard’s “ Light on Masonry ,” is 
that which was carefully taught him for Freemasonry, 
in Union Lodge, Ohio, No. 1, and that he has seen the 
same folly acted for Freemasonry in raising “ a poor (de- 
ceived) candidate” to “ the sublime degree of a Master 
Mason,” in Leicester Lodge , Ms. Moreover he has re- 
peatedly witnessed, men, whose masonic, and whose 
moral character he has been careful to learn, and can 
rely upon; men who have travelled as masons, in Vir- 
ginia, Ohio, Georgia, New-York, Connecticut, Pennsyl- 
vania, and New-Jersey, and whose names are known on 
the rolls of the Fraternity, as officers in the Lodges and 
Chapters and Encampments, of our country, perform the 
same ridiculous mummery for Freemasonry , in the city of 
New-York. If Rev. and Christian friends, who are Free- 
masons, have another system diverse from this, he will 
readily become a candidate for initiation : provided 
there be no impiety in it ; bukna ; Freemasonry is 
the same all the world over. Tlra is the boast of the or- 
der, and there can be no other than that which is care- 
fully recorded in Light on Masonry . 

Some will yet pretend to disbelieve, and others may 
really hesitate to give full credit to this explicit declara- 
tion on the ground that the witness is “ faithless by his 
own confession.” 

Faithless to whom ? to you, reader ? or to his coun- 
try, fellow-citizens ? or to his God, Christian brethren ? 
No : to all duty faithful, but faithless to Freemasonry. 
And if the single act of being faithless to the enemies of 
his country, renders a man unworthy of belief in testify- 
ing to a matter of fact, then Washington’s word was no 
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better than a liar’s, for he set at nought his allegiance to 
Britain for the liberties of his country. If despising the 
obligation of an oath, conceived to be wicked, renders a 
man an incompetent witness to a plain matter of fact, 
then Martin Luther’s testimony is in all things excep- 
tionable, and not to be received. 

It is not necessary to prove that the American Revo- 
lution was a righteous cause, or that the Protestant re- 
formation was a just one. And far be it from the writer 
to use the example of Washington, ot Luther, to war- 
rant his revolt from Freemasonry. But this he doea ; 
be puts his word on a level with theirs in point of veraci- 
ty, and challenges the world to show what incompeten- 
cy to testify truth can be imputed to him, which is not 
equally imputable to them. To the tories the great 
Washington was a “ perjured rascal,” as some men now 
are to Freemasons. To the Britons our honored fathers 
were traitors, as their sons are traitors to Freemasons ; 
to be hung, drawn and quartered, was the penalty in the 
former case ; and to be butchered, and torn to pieces, 
and burnt to ashes, in the latter case. Men of 1776 did 
r-not fear the British halter ; and men of 1826, did not 
fear the masonic cabl^)w. And reader, be you assured, 
the word and veracity of Anti-masons will descend with 
that of Washington and Adams, and of their fellow-pa- 
triots, unblemished to posterity, when that of the bra- 

L zen supporters of Freemasonry will be a proverb of con- 
tempt. 

The next difficulty is, to shew that this folly has cha- 
racter in it, to awaken the spirit of the community, suf- 
ficiently to put it down. Freemasonry presents itself 
like a black bottle, full of spirit so pure and colorless, 
that the poor candidate is astonished at its ethereal 
transparency. He enters, finds it full of t air indeed ; 
bites his lips, and keeps his oath of secrecy- In this sit- 
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uation are most of our own honored friends : they 
think the mere emptiness of the bottle is not sufficient 
cause for breaking it, and that it is better to be still ; or 
to use our little influence against it, in a small way ; 
“ an empty thing can do no harm.” 

Verily, once he thought it empty too, and was still: 
thought it did no harm, and only used a little influence 
in a small way, to check it. But when he heard honest 
men declare, that this empty thing was religion enough 
for any man ; arid law enough for any man*; and wisdom 
enough to be the work of divine inspiration ! he began 
seriously to think the bottle was not quite empty. 
When he searched its records for his own satisfaction, 
and found it claim heaven for its birthplace, and the Ho- 
ly of holies for its residence, and the sacred utensils of the 
ark of God for its common emblejns ; when Jie found k 
ordajp priests after the order of Melchisedeck, personify 
the^R>st High God in its ceremonies, and initiate 
Knights of the Holy Ghost, into its mysteries ! Should 
he be still ; should he i those who honor the writer, 
would not expect it from him : they may fear he has ta- 
ken up the matter hastily, and without sufficient examin- 
ation : but the reader will acquit him of that. 

When he found this empty bottle was the instrument 
of the chief movers of Revolutionary France, and the 
principal means of introducing confusion and death 
among all orders of that distracted people; that its 
spread had been the object of deep solicitude, thirty 
years ago, both in England and America, that Parlia- 
ment had confined it by statute to three degrees, and that 
it had risen suddenly in America, to 33, to 43, and 53 
degrees, and had violently slain a freeman, and cover- 
ed up his blood, he became assured, that this black bot- 
tle is full of spirit, as it ever pretended to be ; is full of the 
spirit of wickedness, is brimful of the powers of the air : 
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is the loathsome den of the old Serpent. As such, he 
zealously helps to break it ; and he labors with his might? 
while breaking it, to save the good men carelessly in it ; 
to shew them why they should come out, and be sepa- 
rate. And in all this thing, fighting at his own charges, 
he has a conscience void of offence toward God and 
man. 

The truth and correctness of Light on Masonry , in the 
higher degrees, cannot be doubted b) one who knows by 
inspection its minute accuracy in the first three degrees ; 
but for the sake of others, we will cite a few facts to 
corroborate it. 

The Mark Past, and Most Excellent Masters’ de- 
grees, were all written by the hand of William Morgan. 
His fidelity to the truth, cannot be supposed to have left 
him, while Freemasons leave the public to suppose 
what they did with him at Fort Niagara. The Royal 
Arch degree, stolen from Morgan by masonic cubing, 
forwarded with breathless haste to the General Grand 
Chapter of the United States, then sitting in the city of 
New-York, by them committed to a special committee, 
(of which Col. S. R. Knapp, and Col. William L. Stone 
were members,) remanded to the place from whence it 
came, and then, like its honest author, secretly destroy- 
ed by the way ; was restored tp the public by an artifice, 
which Freemasons can neither despise, nor condemn. 
A special messenger and a qualified brother, travelled 
quite from Genesee to Connecticut, to Lecture mason 1 - 
ically with Jeremy L. Cross, the Grand Lecturer of 
the United States, and wrote out the whole anew, from 
the honest man’s lips. It certainly was not worth the 
trouble, only for the sake of truth. 

The degrees of Knighthood were revealed by a quali- 
fied con: mitt ee of the Le Roy Convention of seceding 
masons ; and those of Perfection, &c. a body of a ser* 
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pents length, too tedious and hidious to prove in every 
joint, were obtained in a way to satisfy the publisher of 
their truth ; and the reader may be sure their truth is 
their only recommendation. A more blasphemous and 
disgusting system cannot be easily contrived, and this so 
covered with saintly hypocrisy, that our learned Doc- 
tors are taken with the bait, and at least think it honors 
the Gospel, while some think it is the Gospel. 

One argument to shew the truth of this Light on Ma- 
sonry , is that the upper degrees to the top of the En- 
campment, being about to appear, a spurious and false 
work in three numbers, was published by Freemasons, 
to serve as dust in the eyes of the public. This con- 
tained many strange things to Freemasons, and reveal- 
ed nothing of importance to the profane. It took well : 
Masons solemnly declared there was no truth in it ; 
the profane could not affirm to the contrary : and now 
it is found at the stalls in New-York, and in distant 
parts of the Union, pushed off by the cupidity of avari- 
cious men, and by the duplicity of Masons'; while the 
genuine work lies honestly upon the hands of the Gene- 
ral Anti-masonic Committee, neither sacrificed to haw- 
kers, nor sought after by the public ! 

In the same spirit of Freemasonry, an edition of 5000 
copies of Jachin and Boaz was struck off (at Utica, I 
think,) and put in the hands of a man of the name of 
Morgan , to peddle in 1827. Then the masons with 
a nearer than usual approach to the truth, boldly assert- 
ed that “ Morgan is not dead, but alive, and peddling 
his books, which are only a new edition of old Jachin 
and Boaz.” 

This is strong evidence ; and it does apply with force 
to the upper degrees. The spurious edition was pub- 
lished in four numbers ; these are now bound together 
in one volume. The true work came first, three de- 
grees from the hand of Mergan, in one pamphlet ; then 
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from the third to the top of the Encampment in another 
pamphlet, from the Le Roy Convention ; and now, 
“ Light on Masonry ” embodies the two, and adds the 
ineffable and most wicked degrees of the Sublime Lodge 
of Perfection. 

The men who testify to the accuracy of these genuine 
Revelations of Freemasonry, can have no inducement to 
brave the curses and the threats, to hazard the penal- 
ties and the dangers opposed to them by the order, ade- 
quate to sustain them in the work, if they be not sup- 
ported by truth and a good conscience. Men of every 
profession, occupation, and rank in life, have borne 
t public testimony to the profanity and abominations of 
the secret order ; and Bernard’s Light on Masonry fully 
supports their declaration. “ At every advance, there 
are new ceremonies, new oaths, and new penalties, the 
higher differing from the lowest only in grossness of ab- 
surdity, and impiety of imprecations.”* “Of such a so- 
ciety, (fully unfolded in Light on Masonry ,) who can hesi- 
tate to say it is profane, and inconsistent with our religious 
moral, social, and political institutions?” Yet strange 
to tell, men do hesitate ; Christian men, the teachers 
of pure truth, and the servants of a holy calling hesitate. 
They cannot lift this cross : to say “ Freemasonry is 
profane.” It requires too much self denial. Poor souls : 
they could enter the Lodge “ in the name of the Lord 
could pray for divine wisdom to enable them “ the bet- 
ter to display the beauty of holiness by the secrets of 
Freemasonry ;” they could unite in the reading of the 
holy scriptures, in the orgies of this nocturnal associa- 
tion ; they could aid the worshipful Master, following 
vrith the crash of their hands and feet, his profane ex- 
clamation : — “ God said, Let there be light, and there 
was light.” But publicly to say, u this is profane,” they 
find mot how. They could personify the Supreme B&- 

*Mv. Cel den’s Letter. 
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ing, use his great name for a common pass-word, and 
trifle with the holy things of the ancient chureh, the ark 
of the covenant and its contents, but they did all this se- 
cretly, and to pronounce it publicly wrong, is a very dif- 
ferent affair. 

They do very wrong ; wrong to their own peace, wrong 
to their generation, and to posterity, wrong, very wrong, 
to the holy religion they profess. 

The Anti-masonic documents embodied in Elder Ber- 
nard’s volume, are faithful expositions of truth and facts, 
to convict the order by the wickedness and delusion ef 
their mystic Queen : and the whole work is recommend- 
ed to the public as a memorial of that shameless institu- 
tion, which falsely dates from the era of creation, and 
deceitfully celebrates the day of ancient St. John. 


Resolved, by the New-England Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church — That we will have no 
connexion whatever with Speculative Freemasonry ; and 
this Conference will consider any member who disre- 
gards this resolution as offending against the authority 
of the Conference. — A true copy, Attest, 

D. FILLMORE, Sec. 

Portsmouth, N. H. June 13th, 1829. 
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RENUNCIATION OF ELDER JOSHUA BRADLEY. 

“ The stone shall cry out of the t call, and the beam out of the tim- 
ber shall answer it.” — Hab. 2, 11. 

The day of reckoning with Freemasonry advances. The living 
stones of the masonic temple cry out Upon the abominations done 
in its dark recesses, and the beam out of the timber answers it with 
new discoveries of iniquity. The Christian ministry are cleansing 
their bands of the pollutions of this secret order ; and few among 
them adhere to the Fraternity of masons, whose renunciation can be 
so much felt as that of Elder Bradley. 

He has a good reputation ; has published a treatise of 390 pp. 
18 mo, entitled “ Some of the Beauties of Freemasonry ,” which went 
to a second edition at Albany, A. D 1821.' In it he presents the 
claims of tho “Ancient and Honoiabh Fraternity, after the man- 
ner of Webb, Preston, Dalcho , Toiw, and the Book of Constitutions . 
In the conclusion of the Preface to that edition, however, arc these 
lines of prayer, which we trust are now answered. 

“If I am right, thy grace impart 
Mo in the right to stay ; 

If I am wrong, O teach my heart, 

To find that better way.” 

The manner of the Christian preacher runs much into his work : 
and that name which is like the fire and the hammer to break the 
flinty heart in pieces, is often uttered, where a Christian should 
utter it, and a mason should not. The name of the Lord Jesus in a 
lodgeroom, or in a ritual of Freemasonry, is like “ Mahomet” in the 
service of the Church, strange and inconsistent, and is never to be 
endured, when it can be with safety resented : but it has a power to 
save even there, which is manifest in the renunciations of those 
who forsake the unholy order. Lodges which offer prayers habitu- 
ally in Jesus* name, will be soonest to throw up their charters, and 
to sell their lodge furniture ; and masons who most revere that holy 
one, will be earliest to flee from the thick darkness of Freemasonry. 

The way in which Elder Bradley was brought to renounce, is 
very instructive, and is one of the best reasons in the world why 
Freemasons make no reply to the solemn and weighty charges laid 
publicly at the lodgeroom door. He saw the rising storm of Anti- 
masonry, and he despised it; but finding it overspreading the 
heavens, and no one directly lifting upon it the sun of Freemason- 
ry, Elder Bradley , at length determined himself to collect the rap 
of the order of professed Light, and to scatter this blackening 
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cloud of Anti-masonry into thin air. He commenced writing a de- 
fence of the Institntion against its enemies, and lo, the work was 
not done, when he saw for himself that the institution is hateful, 
and ought to be renounced ; like Paul on his way to Damascus, 
he was arrested at noon day, and now publicly forsakes his for- 
mer 'connexion “intoto,” and avows himself with good cause the 
foe of Freemasonry. 

Thus it ha|ipened to Henry F. Yates. His defence of the Order 
was published ; but the preparation of it put him in a train of re- 
flection, which in twelve months, made him openly forsake and ex- 
pose Freemasonry. We hope to hear from Knapp, and Pratt, and 
Dalcho, and Harris, and Town, that they too confess they have 
been misled by the influence of evil circumstances, and blinded by 
the radiance of great names, until they have mistaken masonic 
falsehood for historic truth, and the emptiness of the lodgeroora, 
for the fullness of man’s duty. 

The Rev. Moses Thatcher of North-Wrentham Mass, has pub- 
licly renounced Freemasonry in an excellent way, that makes his 
commendation of our labors peculiarly grateful. He has done it by an 
address before Montgomery Lodge , Medway, Mass. 22d April, St. 
Albans Lodge , Wrentham, Mass. May 13th; 1829, and by another 
before his church and people , May 24th, 1 829. 

Both Addresses are published separately in pamphlet form ; and 
the latter we esteem as one of the most perfect specimens of Chris- 
tian temper and firmness, that the masonic controversy has pro- 
duced. The discovery he makes of the wickedness of Freemasonry 
in destroying a free citizen of this republic in the town of Providence, 
by the Grand Lodge of Rhode Island, will awaken and ought to 
awaken the severest scrutiny. 


CORNER STONE OF THE FIRST LOCK OF THE CHESA- 
PEAKE AND OHIO CANAL. 

The contractors for that Lock invited the Grand Master of Ma- 
sons in the District of Columbia to lay the corner stone, 29th May 
last. He proceeded with his lodge to the lock house, where he was 
joined by the President of these United States, (Past Grand Master 
of the State of Tennessee,) and by the Secretary of War, and the 
Post Master General ! “ The Grand Master laid the stone in its 

bed, with all the customary ceremonies of his ancient institution.” 
A silver plate was put under the stone, with inscriptions proving to 
future generations that Freemasonry bad existence A. D. 1829, and 
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that tbe “ Right Worshipful William Heurit, (was in that year,) 
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Freemasons , of the District 
of Columbia .” 

As might have been expected, immediately following this grand 
parade of masonic vanity, an order went forth from the proper au- 
thorities to decapitate officially all the most distinguished Anti-ma- 
sons in the service of the national government, and then Bates 
Cooke, George H. Boughton, Trumbull Cart, Laban Hazel 
tine, and many others became defunct Postmasters. 

We take this to be one flounce of dying Freemasonry. The le- 
viathan will shew more play before it quits its hold on life. While 
it can bring the President and heads of Departments publicly into 
its train, and sweep off a host of its enemies from the public ser- 
vice, at a. blow, Freemasonry fattens, and at the same time feeds 
her wolves. 

It is not these gentlemen only, who have fallen a prey to masonic 
vengeance; many of less note, but avowed foes of Freemasonry, 
have been removed from offico in other parts of New- York, and 
John Whittlesey, in Connecticut, 

We hope, that before the last Lock of the Chesapeake and Ohio 
canal is completed, the epitaph of Freemasonry may be written in 
the total prostration of the political power of that Jesuitical Order. 

Charles Fenton Mercer, President of the Chesapeake and 
Ohio Canal Company, in a note of 28th May, to Daniel Van Slyke 
Esq. excusiug his absence from the masonic ceremony of laying the 
corner stone of the first lock, says “Be so good as to communi- 
cate this apology, (before written) for my necessary absence on an 
occasion so interesting, and my thanks to your brother masons for 
the dignity they are about to impart to the ceremony.” 

We have a high respect for Mr. Mercer, and rejoice that any 
official duty prevented him from incurring the disgrace of taking a 
public part with fatae and impious Freemasonry. Mr. Mercer 
speaks of the dignity imparted by the secret order, which error we 
tolerate the more cheerfully for the evidence which it gives that he 
is not a Freemason. Every member of the Fraternity knows, that 
the East and the West are not farther apart than dignity and Free- 
masonry. 


PROGRESS OF ANTI-MASONRY. 

It is the repeated assertion of her whose false name is Free ma- 
sonry, that our cause is waning and soon will be sunk in the ocean 
of oblivion. Every man must see present things for himself : but 
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Anti-masonry in our eyes, so far from waning, rises with a steady 
motion, with increasing splendor, and with extending light. The 
masonic artifice of throwing up their charters while keeping their 
oaths undoubtedly had a baneful influence on the Western Elec- 
tions ; but the real attack upou the irreproachable Postmasters, 
who have had the assurance to be Anti-masons, will correct the 
aberration, and shew political masonry in its true character. 

In the city of New York, in Essex and Morris counties, N. J. in 
Putnam. Dutchess, and Orange counties, N. Y. our own eyes have 
seen the march of Anti-masonry, and the cause, which one year 
ago had barely a name, has now firm and determined supporters. 
*.And mark ye, Friends! Your ranks are composed, not of the pro- 
fessional men, not of those who live upon public favor, not of those 
who eat the salaries of public office, but of the yeomanry, the men 
who cultivate the lands which their fathers ransomed from foreign 
thraldom with their blood. It is a glorious truth, and speaks louder 
than ten thousand voices, the praise of the laborious sons of this re- 
public, that they are both rarest in the masonic cable-tow, and readi- 
. est to sever it. They do not regard the power, or dread the blight- 
ing influence of Freemasonry. Their crops will grow with the 
blessing of heaven, their iron will weld, and their thread will wax, in 
spite of the curseB and plagues of Freemasonry. They are the 
men who support the city, who support the wealthy, who support 
the professions, and who appoint the public officers. They are not 
the beautiful pillars, but the solid foundations of society, and a revo- 
lution commencing in them must be general and entire. A re- 
volution in the foundations of the political temple, overturns the 
pillars, or makes them conform to the new order of architecture. 

Freemasonry has possession of the high places ; her sons sit 
there. Freemasonry has command of the city ; her disciples rule 
there. Freemasonry holds in awe the public press ; her cable-tow 
with magic influence, encircles it. But the elements of society are 
becoming excited, and the impending storm will sweep Freema- 
sonry from power, from fashion, and from existence. \ Two years 
ago, who could have believed that already the whole state of N. Y. 
would be by this time shaken ; that Massachusetts would have had 
her Dedham Convention ; Pennsylvania, her Harrisburg Conven- 
tion, and Vermont be on the eve of her State Convention 1 Who 
could have believed, that Elder Bradley , Hon . C. D . Golden , and 
others, who have received the highest honors, and penetrated into 
the most hidden mysteries of the order, would have already re- 
nounced and forsaken the accursed thing 1 
We speak with deference our doubt, whether any great moral re- 



Digitized by v^ooQle 


25 6 


A .\ T i-M A SON 1 C REVIEW, 


[Vol. I. 


formation on earth has advanced so rapidly in three years from its 
birth, as Anti-masonry. We doubt, whether the pure Gospel from 
heaven, spread wider, nr made more converts in the first three 
years of its promulgate : and we know that the Mahomedan im- 
posture did not ; neither did the Protestant reformation of A. D. 

' 1517. And this success is not so much due to the prowess of Anti- 
* masonry, as to the cowardice of Freemasonry. The serpent does 
not lift his head to fight, hut only to hiss, hiss, hiss ! and his whole 
defence is swelling and lying. Wo hate him and his kind, and al- 
though he is suffered to bruise our heel, we thank Heaven for power 
to bruise his head. 

Our eflbrts should he directed to confirm and strengthen the po- 
sitions we already occupy, that our advance be not more rapid than 
j our couquests are sure. The Anti-masonic Rhode Islander, New- 
| port, R. 1. the Anti-masonic Recorder, Waterford, Saratoga Co. 
N. V., the Tocsin, Cooperstoivn, N. Y., the Anti-masonic Cham- 
pion, Union, Washington Co. N. Y , the Anti-masonic Telegraph, 
Norwich, Ohenango Co. N. Y., The Johnstown Free Press, Mont- 
gomery Co. N. Y., and other newspapers established within the 
( last two months, are proof enough of the vigor of Anti-masonry. 


ELEVENTH OF SEPTEMBER. 

The anniversary of our National Independence is well observed 
with public festivity, and with the recollections of the heroes who 
won our freedom. It is a day of remembrance, "when the spirit of 
liberty is quickeued with thoughts of patriotism, and the language 
of eloquonce. 

The observance of days is a most effectual mode of promulgating 
opinions. No fact is clearer in our history, than that the ora- 
tions commemorative of the Boston Massacre, 5th March, 1770, 
had a powerful influence in ripening the public mind for the Revolu- 
tionary struggle. No fact is more evident to an observer, than that 
the 24th of June has been made a principal means of diffusing the 
poison of Freemasonry through the earth. 

With this experience to make us wise, let Anti-masons in town, 
county, and state Convcutious, prepare to commemorate the day, 
when a secret society rose upon the liberties of our country, and 
tore a freeman from wife and children, and home, and basely 
murdered in a national fortress, him who bad faced the enemies of 
his country in the field of battle. Remember the eleventh of Sep- 
tember : Let it be used as an occasion to rehearse the wrongs of a 
freeman, and to repeat the crimes of Freemasonry, until this na- 
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tion shall hear, and shall wipe from her escutcheon, and expel from 
her honors, the contemptuous order, which treads law and liberty 
and religion under foot . — The eleventh of September. 


TWENTY-FOURTH OF JUNE. 

No fact is more insisted upon by masons, than that St. John wae 
a brother : So his day is kept by them. St. John was not a ma- 
son by trade, was not a Freemason by profession ; it is putting 
contempt on the forerunner of the Great Messias, to pretend that 
he was a freemason ; it is a reproach upon the holy prophet of 
the Lord, and upon the austere preacher of repentance, to call him 
vl freemason, and keep a day to his honor, as the worthy brother of 
a secret society, whose revelries and banquetings are too often made 
public, to the shame of the members who are not siameless, and 
to the corruption of good manners and pure morals. 

All Lodges and Hadis of masons, are said to be dedicated to St. 
John. Masonry by its own account is much older than he, but it 
does not appear to whom halls were previously dedicated. Nor 
can we think that Hindoo and Indian and Mabommedan masons 
would dedicate their lodges to a Christian saint ; therefore, Brother 
Masons, the infallible tradition and the lectures of Freemasonry are 
wrong, which represent the order to be universal, and every where 
the same in Christian and heathen lands. Would a Mahommedan 
call the Christian scriptures the first great light of Freemasonry ? 
The bible, square, and compass, lights in a lodge of Chinese or of 
Hottentots ? Just as soon you might find the Koran itf the Chris- 
tian pulpit, or the African* nose and black face upon the descen- 
dants of the Puritans. 

The pretence to St. John’s being I Freemason, is a cloak to co- 
vet up the excesses of the secret meeting, and a stumbling block to 
throw before good men who complain of their brothers, and good 
wives who complain of their husbands, for being out at a midnight 
hour, where refreshments are taken to excess. St. John’s day is 
kept to impose upon honest men, and make them think Freemason- 
ry is religious , if it be not religion itself. I do not mean that our 
Freemasons would thus impose upon us : I rather suppose they are 
imposed upon, and that they observe the day in full faith, that St. 
John was a g od brother. 

Freemasonry originated among mechanics, and constituted its 
first Grand Lodge at London, A. D. 1717. In England masons’ 
holiday, or 24th of June, is mechanics* holiday, and bad been more 
than 150 years before the word Freemasonry, or Speculative Ma- 
sonry had existence. Masons kept it, and in England now keep it. 
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only as one mechanic trade among a hundred others. And as the 
Hon. C. D. Colden says, — 44 the masonic society has no more pre- 
tencj to a divine origin, than the societies of stationers, butchers, ba- 
kers, carpenters, or any other trade so it is true that masons have 
no more pretence to keep the 24th of June a holiday, than the so- 
cieties of tailors, cordwainers, blacksmiths, or any other craft or 
trade. 


The Statute of 5th Elisabeth A. D. 1562, which repeals that of 
Ed. 3, that of Hear}- 6th, and all others relating to artificers' wa- 
ges, ordains, that the wages of mechanics shall be determined an- 
nually by the justices of each shire and others ; it punishes with im- 
prisonment both him that gives, and him that receives, more than 
the statute wages ; and it describes mechanics as those who exer- 
cise any “ mystery, art , science, labor , or manual occupation.” 
44 Sciences, crafts, mysteries, or arts of thirty-one named trades of 
mechanics, is a clause of section 3, and is referred to in section 4, 
by "the aforesaid arts and sciences” viz : — The 31 enumerated me- 
chanic arts. The words 44 feat, mystery, or art of a merchant, dra- 
per, goldsmith,** Ac. used in this statute, readily explain the ori 
gin of all masonic Pretensions to art . and mystery , and learning , — 
they sprung with the apron and trowel from the 44 feat, mystery, 
art, and science” of hammering stone, and laying wall. 

In this statute, too, is the masonic word tykr , 44 rough mason, 
brickmaker, bricklayer, tyler . slater, tylemaker,” Ac. The tyler 
covers the masonic lodge, by keeping off cowans, as the slate, or 
brick tyler covers the house with a roof of impervious slate or 
brick. 

Sec. 26, fixes the time from and after which, the various trades 
mysteries, crafts, and sciences, might, under limitations given, take 
apprentices to their several callings for seven years ; and thfittime 
is 44 the feast of the nativity of St. John the Baptist.” Thus that day 
probably became, and now is, English mechanics holiday ; for as 
his seven years servitude on that day begins, so on that day his life 
ef servitude ends, and freedom commences, which is a holiday. 

This statute was passed before the Union of England and Scot- 
land, and does not extend to Scotch mechanics. But the masons 
of Scotland forming a Grand Lodge, A. D. 1736, as England had 
done A. D. 1717, it was proposed to make the 24th of June, or St. 
John's day, Scotch masons' holiday: but national pride rallied 
around St. Andrew, the patron Saint of Scotland, and the Scotch 
dedicated their services to him, and keep 30th of Nov. St. Andrew's 
day, in honor of their aacient brother, St. Andrew ! 
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<c The Genius of Masonry, or a defence of the order , 
containing some remarks on the origin , and history, the 
uses and abuses of the Science ! with some notices of 
other secret societies in the United States , in three Lec- 
tures, by Samuel L. Knapp. 

Lo this, we have searched it, so it is, hear it. 

And know thou it for thy good. Job 5. 27.” 

117 pp . 18mo. Providence, Cranston and Marshall. 1828. 

We seized this little volume some months ago, eager 
to learn what Col. Knapp could say for “ the defence of 
the order” of Freemasonry; and having carefully read 
it, our disappointment in laying it down, surpassed our 
avidity in taking it up. The whole subject may be un- 
important to some, but to us it is of deep interest, 
and when we looked for instruction from the pen of 
a lawyer, a scholar, and a gentleman, and found only 
words , words without point, assertions without proof, 
facts without authorities, and history without references, 
or dates, we were sad. * The Genius of Freemasonry 9 is 
the thing we desire to understand, and we did hope 
from Col. Knapp to receive light and truth, and some 
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satisfaction. In one sense we have it. The light of 
Freemasonry is darkness ; and darkness is increased to 
the inquirer into the Genius of Masonry , by the work 
under our notice. 

We are pleased, however, with the introduction and 
approve of the spirit which calmly defends what it be- 
lieves to be true. We thunk Col. Knapp before going 
further, for the honesty of his design in the publication 
of his Genius of Masonry. It will aid in the search of 
truth, and this will compensate its author, although the 
light it sheds contrary to his design, is against the secret 
Order. 

'1 he origin of Freemasonry he supposes to have been 
very ancient “ All its principles , many of its rules and 
regulations, features and habits , customs , words , signs , 
degrees , fyc. fyc. existed long before the Christian 
era , in various parts of the world” — p. 13. This is 
most ancient and indefinite. u Long before the Chris- 
tian era ” may mean from the beginning of time, and 
with that antiquity the Order is for the most part satis- 
fied ; or it may mean any period from Adam to the 
Maccabees , a space of time sufficient to embrace the first 
increase of the human family, the Deluge, and the rise 
and fall of the Jewish, Assyrian, and Persian empires. 
Freemasonry, like a big ship, might ride with safety in 
that flood which has been sufficient to sweep away em- 
pires and languages. The only wonder is, that so 
towering a specimen of skill, and a monument of so 
splendid talents, and elegant ingenuity, should have 
outlived the old world, and become the delight of the 
new, without having so much as a name, where the 
Man Ccesar , has a full page in history. Had Sallust 
let alone the wars of Cataline an * Jugurtha, and given 
to posterity an account of the o in and greatness of 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



AND MONTHLY MAGAZINE. 


263 


No. 9.] 

Freemasonry ; or had Plutarch left the genius of De- 
mosthenes to its own brilliancy while he had beautifully 
descanted upon the Genius of Freemasonry ; or had 
Plato given his mighty powers of intellect to the defence 
of the order of Freemasonry, instead of the defence 
of the doctrines of Socrates , his master, then we should 
know that Masonry had existence in their day. It can 
never be enough lamented that poets, as well as histo- 
rians, have slighted the glory and forgotten the name of 
Freemasonry from the era of Creation to A. D. 1717. 
Men, and gods, demons and monsters, things real and 
imaginary, were the theme of Homer, and Virgil, and 
Lucian, but one may search all books, as Ceres searched 
all the earth for her daughter, and no track or trace of 
Freemasonry can be found until the Book of constitu- 
tions, published in London, A. D. 1723, performs the 
office of ancient Arethusa, opening the way to the mo- 
dern Proserpine, the queen of the infernal regions, and 
hateful Pluto’s willing spouse. 

Freemasonry, however, persists so stoutly in her 
claim to great antiquity that we are almost compelled 
to yield her the point per force. She dates and will 
date in the year of Creation, and affirms magnificent 
things of the order, without carefully specifying the 
dates and facts to shew her greatness. We canribt do 
better than to assist the Fraternity by referring to some 
in aid of her assertions ; and if the references are not of 
the most convincing sort, that is her misfortune, we 
give the best that the ancient records afford. 

“ Idomenee fit venir un tres grand nombre de ma- 
cons de l’Epire et de plusieurs autres pays.” Idomen- 
eus gathered a very great number of masons from Epi- 
rus, and from many other countries . — Book 12. Tele- 
machus . This Idomeneus is the same that accompanied 
the Greeks to the Trojan war, and sacrificed his son to 
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Neptune in the spirit of Jeptha’s vow. It appears there 
were masons in his time, and that is more than halfway 
hack to the day of creation ; which is enough to estab- 
lish the antiquity of Masonry beyond contradiction. 

“ They may give notice of the fact to the Holy Bro- 
therhood, and they may apprehend us; and in faith 
if they do, before we get out of their clutches, we 
may chance to sweat for it.” — Don Quirotte Part 1. 
Boole 2, Chap . 2. This proves the utility of the Order, 
Don Quixote was a celebrated warrior and knight er- 
rant of the 16th Century. Having laid the choleric 
Biscainer discomfited in the dust, his trusty squire, 
Sancho Panza, exhorted him to flee in the fear of the 
Holy Brotherhood, by which word the simplest may 
perceive that f he intended the Freemasons : and thus 
the order for more than 200 years has been a terror to 
evil doers. Vide Don Quixotte , Part i, Book 2, Chap. 3. 

Once more : — the celebrated Mr. Gulliver after his 
travels in Lilliput, was cast by the waves upon a shore, 
whose inhabitants were “ as tall as an ordinary spire 
steeple, and took about ten yards at a step. ” Mr. Gul- 
liver fearing he should be crushed under foot of one, 
screamed aloud. 

“ Whereupon” (in Mr. Gulliver’s own words,) “ the huge creature 
trode short, and looking round about under him for some time, at 
last espied me, as I lay on the ground. He considered awhile with 
the caution of one who endeavours to lay hold on a small dangerous 
animal in such a manner that it shall not be able either to scratch 
or to bite him. At length he ventured to take me behind, by the 
middle, between his thumb and forefinger, and brought me within 
three yards of his eyes, that he might behold my shape more per- 
fectly. All I ventured was to raise my eyes toward the sun, and 
place my hands together in a supplicating posture and to speak 
some words in an humble melancholy tone, suitable to the condi- 
tion I then was in.” — Gulliver's Travels , Part Chap. 1. 

Now mark the power of Freemasonry, Mr. Gulliver 
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was a great traveller, and undoubtedly a Freemason* 
In his peril he raised his eyes to heaven, put his hands 
in a supplicating posture, and spoke words suitable to 
the condition he was in. What is this but the grand 
hailing sign of distress, with the melancholy words : — 
“Is there no help for the widow’s son !” The effect was 
instantaneous. The universal language was known to 
the brother of Brobdinag ; he immediately released 
the cruel pinch of his thumb and finger upon the frame 
of the frightened traveller, and lifting the lappet of his 
coat, he gently placed Mr. Gulliver in his pocket, car- 
ried him home, and treated him ever after like a bro- 
ther. 

Cases of this sort might be multiplied, proving the 
truth of our author’s assertion, that “ all the principles, 
many of the rules and regulations, features and habits, 
customs, words, signs and degrees of Freemasonry ex- 
isted long before the Christian era in various parts of 
the world.” 

“ The Genius of Masonry ” becomes more definite in 
point of date, when it says : — 

u Solomon made use of this association in building an edifice to 
the Most High God whom he worshipped, to shew at once the great- 
ness of Jehovah, and the blessings he had showered upon his peo- 
ple. He knew enough of the nature of man to discern, that by 
dividing men into classes, and promising promotion, was the sure 
way of securing their services, and satisfying their ambition. But 
the highest honors after all were not conferred on the first builders, 
but on the priests who officiated in the temple. The traditions 
that have come down to us are clear, connected, full of meaning, 
and are corroborated by every chronicle of those days, so that no 
man who has examined them, can have a doubt of it. If the He- 
brew records were lost thiB day, there is enough of their form of 
worship incorporated with the ceremonies of the four higher de- 
grees of the seven degrees of masonry, to preserve a considerable 
knowledge of the ceremonial law to all ages. These secrets were 
carried to Babylon,*’ fyc. p. 20. 
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This is sufficiently definite to encourage us in an ef- 
fort seriously to meet it. The point that pur author 
makes, is, that Solomon by the orders and degrees, and 
by the mysteries and honors of Freemasonry, built the 
temple of the Lord, and, rewarded his laborers and 
chief counsellors with a full knowledge of its secrets. 
This point he brightens with a full page of praises to 
the wisdom and learning of king Solomon. Seeing 
that Col. Knapp believes, and adhering masons mostly 
believe that king Solomon was their brother and Most 
Excellent Grand Master, we will take upon us faith- 
fully to shew, that they have been, and are now, duped 
by the falsehood of this impious hoax called Free- 
masonry. 

The above extract asserts that “ king Solomon knew 
enough to divide men into classes and promise them 
promotion that is, he divided the workmen of the 
temple into Apprentices, Fellow crafts, and Masters, 
constituting the first three degrees of Freemasonry. 
“ But the highest honors were bestowed on the 
Priests :” that is the Mark Masters, Past Masters, 
Most Excellent Masters, and Royal Arch degrees, which 
are the four higher degrees “ of the seven degrees of 
masonry,” according to our author. The proof of this 
is in * the traditions, clear, connected, and full of mean- 
ing, which are also corroborated by every Chronicle of 
those days.’ 

This is specific, and we meet it with a full denial. 

And now let our author furnish his “ clear and con- 
nected traditions,” let him quote a few of all the cor- 
roborating Chronicles of those days . — “But the tradi- 
tions are a secret ! They may not be opened to vulgar 
eyes.” 

Let no man believe that they are a secret ; they 


Digitized by A >OQle 



AND MONTHLY MAGAZINE. 


267 


Wo. 9.] 

are published in ten thousand copies. The pretence 
that they are a secret, is as false as that the mysteries of 
modern Freemasonry were instituted by king Solo* 
moil. — At least he may give us “ the corroborating 
Chronicles of those days.” 

We adventure one step farther : we shew discrepan- 
cies in the clear traditions , and various absurdities in 
the connected traditions, too ridiculous to be noticed 
were they not solemnly attributed to the united kings of 
Jerusalem and Tyre in the work of "Free masonry, and 
accredited by the Grand dignitaries of the order. 

The tradition of the degrees of Royal and Select 
Masters agrees with that of all the seven degrees of ma- 
sonry, to declare that Solomon* Hiram of Tyre, and 
Hiram A biff, built a secret vault under the sanctum sanc- 
torum , in which they met for the study and love of Free- 
masonry : which is absurd, because Hiram of Tyre was 
a great prince, whose residence was at least 130 miles 
from Jerusalem ; and he could not possibly leave his 
dominions to misrule for “ the noble and glorious pur- 
pose” of learning to pronounce Jah-bu- un, under a 
living arch of uplifted hands at Jerusalem. That the 
wise king Solomon should have deserted business and 
pleasure for the routine of the Lodge room, and to be- 
come the student of Jachin and Boaz, is still more ab- 
surd. 

The Fourth, or Mark Master’s degree tells us, that 
at the building of the temple, the craftsmen received their 
wages, after having had their work inspected under the 
rules and officers of the fourth degree : which is predi- 
cated upon this inconsistency, viz: that men, (the officers 
at least,) were admitted to the fourth degree of masonry 
before they were admitted to the third. The three 
Grand Masters alone, had the Master’s word and Mas- 
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ter’s degree, until the death of Hiram, according to the 
tradition. Therefore, it was impossible to have Mark 
Masters at the building of Solomon’s temple, the tradi- 
tions of the third degree of masonry being the witness. 

The third degree has the most celebrated tradition of 
Freemasonry. It makes Solomon and ihe two Hirams, 
Grand Masters in the work of Solomon’s temple ; 
makes these three enter into a solemn covenant, never 
to give the omnific word Jah-bu-lun, except in the 
presence of the three. One of them, viz. Hiram Abiff 
being killed, the Master’s word was lost, Jah-bu-lun : 
why he was killed, and how he was killed, is fully set 
forth in the tradition, and is altogether absurd. Men- 
ial! at noon day, would not singly fall upon their Mas- 
ter with the design to extort from him a secret so pre- 
cious as the grand omnific word of a mason Jah-bu-lun! 
kill him, bury him on the spot, and agree to meet at low 
twelve! return for him at midnight, dig him up, bear 
him off a distance, open for him a six foot grave, and 
then having put earth and a sprig of cassia over him, 
fly to go into Ethiopia ! Surely their masonry made 
them fools, or having killed their Grand Master, they 
would not have wasted time in twice burying him to be 
entrapped by the foresight of king Solomon. But s» 
they did ; and Solomon cut off their escape by laying an 
embargo at Joppa, and took and slew them according 
to their own curses on their own bodies. We hope the 
uninitiated will bear with further details of this tradi- 
tion. So strong hold does it possess of adhering ma- 
sons, that many men of sound mind, and liberal educa- 
tion, members of the Fraternity, will have their confi- 
dence in Freemasonry more shaken by pointing out to 
them the absurdity of the traditions, than by all the 
murders, and intrigues, and deceptions of the institution. 
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which can yet gain their credence. Christian men de- 
clare their faith in this wonderful story, to be equalled 
only by their confidence in Divine Revelation ! 

The tradition is fairly written in Morgan’s Illustra- 
tions of Freemasonry, and in Bernard’s Light on Ma- 
sonry. 

It speaks repeatedly of the East , South , and West 
gates of the temple; and not only informs us. that the 
North was destitute a gate, but kindly tells us why ; 
4 because the temple was situated in North Latitude, 
and the direct rays of the sun could not enter from the 
North.’ Now, this tradition of Freemasonry must yield, 
when the Bible contradicts it, and the handmaid of re- 
ligion must acknowledge that she misrecollected the 
fact. The temple described by the prophet Ezekiel is 
believed to be the temple of Solomon, and in chapters 
40, 35.-42, 2.-44, 4.-46, 9, and 8, 3, the prophet 
speaks expressly of the North Gate of the temple. And 
again the Scriptures tell us the West had no gate, for 
the Holy of Holies was there. 

The tradition is correct in giving an account of three 
gates, but unfortunately it places them at the East, 
South, and West, when they were actually situated at 
the East, South, and North. 

-The tradition further tells us that the imprecation of 
Jubela was : “ O, that my throat had been cut across, 
my tongue torn out, and my body buried in the rough 
sands of the sea at low water mark, where the tide ebbs 
and flows twice in twenty-four hours :”&c.— and that 
king Solomon commanded: “Take him without the West 
gate of the temple, and have him executed according to 
the imprecation of his own mouth.” It is affirmed, that 
Morgan’s murderers did not cut his throat, but Solomon 
not only cut the throat, he also tore out the tongue of 
Vol.1.9,— 2 
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Juhela, and then buried him where the tide ebbs and 
flows twice in twenty-four hburs ! In what part of Jeru- 
salem, or Judea, or of the countries round about, could 
that place be, brother Boaz ? Where the tide ebbs and 
flows twice in twenty-four hours. That could not be on 
the shoreof the Dead sea, nor even upon the shore of the 
Mediterranean sea. The tides do net “ ebb and flow 
twice in twenty-four hours,” on any of the coasts of 
Judea ; Juhela had no means of knowing about tides ; 
and, if he had, Solomon could not have buried him with- 
in his own dominions on such a spot, as the imprecation 
demanded, and the tradition asserts. — f£. D. Barber .) 

The tradition further informs us, that king Solomon 
sent men to look for the body of Hiram Abiff, and to 
search on and about the body for the lost word Jah-bu- 
lun ! or a key to it. (Do not think, dear reader, that 
king Solomon said Jah-bu-lun! Not for his crown, 
would he pronounce it, neither foi Solomon’s fame will 
any adhering Royal Arch Mason at this day pronounce 
it.) The men found dead Hiram Abiff, opened the grave, 
lifted their hands in defence of their offended nostrils, 
and returned to report to king Solomon, that they had 
found the body, but neither the lost word (Jah-bu-lun,) 
nor a key to it. The king is in despair ; he lifts his 
hands, calling on God in the most solemn manner, and 
sends the men to see if they can raise dead Hiram by 
the grip of an Entered Apprentice ! If this is not su~ 
premely ridiculous, brother adhering to Masonry, recol- 
lect that the fellow crafts made the attempt, failed, re- 
turned again to report to king Solomon, and were again 
.remanded to the grave for the purpose of raising the 
dead body by the grip of a fellow craft mason ! and 
when they had reported the failure of this grip also, 
king Solomon arose, and accompanied by the craft* he 
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resorted to the grave to raise the body himself, with the 
stong grip, yclcpe<J — the lion's paw. 

'Think of it brother ! what child’s work for common 
masons ! How ridiculous to suppose king Solomon en- 
gaged in it. But Freemasonry tells this of him, and 
much more. Her “ clear, connected, and infallible ” 
tradition declares, that king Solomon, whom we have 
always supposed to be a neat, as well as a wise man, 
took that offensive corpse, (now fifteen days laid in the 
grave, Brother Mason, and so changed that the skin 
and the fiesh parted from the bone under the two for* 
mer attempts of the fellow crafts to raise it,) yes, king 
Solomon grappled it with either hand upon each wrist 
of the corpse, raised it stiff on the feet, set his foot to 
its foot, his knee to its knee, his breast to its breast, his 
hand to its back, his mouth to its ear, and whispered 
Mah-ha-bone / — (Vide Light on Masonry , p. 69 . ) 

There are various other incredible circumstances de- 
tailed in the traditions, but we wish next to shew the 
author of the Genius of Masonry that he is far from the 
mark, also, in asserting that “ the traditions of Mason- 
ry are corroborated by every Chronicle of those days, 
so as no man who has examined them can have a doubt 
of it.” — p . 20. 

Chronicles of those ancient days are rare. Besides 
the Holy Scriptures and Josephus, we know not 
another original history of the age of Solomon. It 
might be well expected that these should take suitable 
notice of the heaven born Order, and inform us not only 
of the number, but also of the degrees of the Craft, and 
of the names of the three Grand Masters. The master 
masons were in number three thousand three hundred, 
the fellow crafts eighty thousand, the apprentices se- 
venty thousand. But the Bible ignorant of Freemason- 


Digitized by 




272 ANTI-MASONIC REVIEW, [Vol. f. 

ry, fail* of the true names of the different orders, 'and 
calls them Oterseers 9 Hewers in the mountains, and Bepr - 
ers of bardeiis. 

It must moreover, surprise the reader, that both the 
Bible and Josephus say nothing of King Hiram of 
Tyre, as a Master builder, or Grand Master of Free- 
masonry in the temple of Solomon. They speak of his 
Letter to Solomon, and of his coming out of Tyre as far 
as Galiilee, and of the twenty cities which he called 
Cabul ; but do not intimate the important fact, that he 
entered into a covenant with Solomon and Hiram Abiff 
never to say Jah-bu-lun above his breath! This sin- 
gular omission may be excused in Josephus, seeing that 
he is a most considerate historian, and would state 
nothiog incredible, although it were true. 

Josephus gives the correspondence of the two kings, 
and an account of the enigmas propounded to each 
other by letter, and the forfeits attendant upon a failure 
to solve their several riddles. But not a word is said 
of their having at any time shaken hands together, giv- 
ing each other the mystic grip, or the omnific word, 
or the sign of a mason . — Book 8. Chapters 2 and 5. 
Hiram Abiff is not named in their company : he is not 
named as a mason, or a freemason, but rather as a 
goldsmith. Josephus says : “ this man was skilful in all 
sorts of work, but his chief skill lay in working in gold, 
in silver, and brass ; by him were made all the mechan- 
ical works about the temple .” — Book 8, Chap . 3. In- 
stead, then, of being Grand Master of Masons, Jose- 
phus would have it that he was chief of the artists in 
brass and the precious metals. With him the Bible 
agrees : skilful to work in gold, and in silver, in brass, 
in iron, in stone, and in timber, in purple, in blue, and in 
fine linen and in crimson ; also to grave any manner of 
engraving, and to find out every device. — 2. Chron . 2. 14 
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This plainly shews the importance of Freemasonry. 
Had it not been for the rare tradition of the mystic 
order, with Josephus and the Bible only to guide them, 
mankind, to the end of time, would have taken Hiram, 
the son of a widow woman of Tyre, to be a smith and 
an engraver ; and would have had no idea that he was 
a mason, a freemason, with apron and gavel and trowel. 

The book, called the II Book of Chronicles, is also 
at issue with the tradition upon the point of the death 
of Hiram Abiff. The tradition says, he died while the 
workmen were completing the walls of the temple, and 
waiting for his designs upon the tressel board, and be- 
fore the walls were finished. But 2d Chronicles and 
2d Kings, and Josephus describe the building of the 
temple, then enumerate the articles of furniture and of 
ornament made for it by Hiram, and conclude by say- 
ing that “Hiram finished the work, that he was to make 
for king Solomon for the house of God.’ 9 (2 Chron. 4, 11.) 
We think this with the west gate, and the burial place 
of Jubeia, and Solomon’s embrace of the stinking corpse, 
must be set down to the discredit of infallible masonic 
tradition. 

“ The uses and abuses of the science ” are promised a 
notice in the title page of our author, and the science of 
Freemasonry is a matter of too much interest entirely 
to escape our attention. Language changes, and after 
many generations, the same words convey different 
ideas, as used by different authors. There was a time 
when villain meant servant, and then masonry was a 
science ; but to call the work of laying up walls with 
mortar a science in the modern acceptation of the term, 
is no less a mistake, than it would be for a gentleman 
in the conclusion of his letter to subscribe himself in the 
use of the old word villain, for servant : your most obe- 
dient villain. 
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If the author of the Genius of Masonty intends to ex- 
cept operative masonry from the meaning of his word 
ecience, then he has nothing left to be embraced by the 
term, except the very sublime and mysterious matter con- 
tained in Morgan, the Le Roy revelations, and Bernard’s 
Light on Masonry ! And certainly that matter, or Spec- 
ulative Freemasonry, has some claims to be considered a 
science. Men of learning have poured over it, and com- 
mitted it to memory as they once did Greek grammar, 
without seeing the least sense or use in it, but expecting 
at last to find by it both wisdom and advantage. Igno- 
rant men have labored it, as a poor farmer’s boy labors 
to mow with a dull scythe ; and when they could make 
of it neither sense nor reason, they have humbly confess- 
edtheir inferior abilities, and congratulated those whose 
time and attainments enabled them to see wisdom, 
strength, and beauty in the pillars of the lodge-room, 
and freedom, fervency, and zeal, in chalk, and charcoal 
and clay. — vide, Lecture of the Entered Apprentice. 

The question of Masonry and Antimasonry now be- 
fore the public, is one of fact, and not of opinion. Are 
the Revelations made in Bernard’s Light on Masonry, 
substantially correct ? Every impartial man, who sides 
with the affirmative of this question, will also come to 
declare, that Freemasonry is a wicked and unpardona- 
ble imposition upon the world, and it ought to be de- 
stroyed. Col. Knapp’s work neither affirms, nor denies 
the truth of the Revelations, but sails wide off shore, 
and avoids facts with a scrupulosity, that renders his 
opinions less valuable. He must do it as a mason, and 
we pardon him as a man ; but the public will never par- 
don Freemasonry, or any other secret thing, which ex- 
alts itself among us by sheer assertion, and sustains it- 
self by impious oaths of concord, and by barbarous pen- 
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alties of transgression. No American citizen, not a 
freemason, can read Morgan’s Illustrations of Masonry, 
and fail to declare, that “ if this is Freemasonry, the 
institution is a wicked and shameful imposture.” We 
know, and our author, if he has read it, knows, and 
eventually the public will declare that this is Freema- 
sonry, that it is a vile and selfish system, a blot among 
our republican institutions, and that it ought to be clean- 
sed entirely away. 

FACTS 

Going to shew that the Masonic Order is responsible for the fate of 

WILLIAM MORGAN. 

“ Go up into Gilead and take balm, O virgin, the 
daughter of Egypt ; in vain shalt thou use many medi- 
cines, for thou shalt not be cured.” Jer. 46. 10. 


The extent to which the institution of Freemasonry is 
chargeable with. the outrage upon Captain Wm. Mor- 
gan, is worth examining ; and if examining shews that . 
the institution first stimulated, then performed, and no vr 
sustains the violent abduction, and probable murder, of 
a freeborn American citizen, those who support the in- 
stitution are abettors of the awful crime. 

What is the institution of Freemasonry ? The laws 
and principles ; the constitutions and the acknowledged 
authorities of Freemasonry, with its regularly initiated 
members, constitute the Institution of Freemasonry. 

We bring some evidence to prove, that in each of 
these points the institution is guilty of a foul and un- 
natural violation of the laws. 
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1. The principles of the institution excited the Fra-* 
temity to commit this outrage . Th# law of Freemasonry 
condemns to a horrid death the traitor to Freemasonry : 
the Constitutions of Freemasonry are crossed with a 
naked sword to enforce that law. ( See Emblem, in 
Cross’s Chart, an authorised work of the Fraternity.) 
The principles of Freemasonry inculcate vengeance to 
the masonic traitor, (flee the sword pointing to the na- 
ked heart in Cross’s Chart , and the apron of the elected 
Kts. of nine, described in the Freemason’s Monitor, an 
authorised work of the Fraternity, N. Y. Ed* 1802, 
Part 2. Book 1 Chap. 6.) The penalties of the oaths, 
to have the throat cut, breast rent, bowels torn out, 
skull cleft, head placed on the highest spire, &c. &c. 
a long and an impious list, exhibit the principles of 
Freemasonry, which constitute the institution, as far as 
principles can constitute the institution of Freemasonry; 
and prove our first position, that the institution first 
stimulated the violent outrage upon Capt. W. ]Morgan. 

2. The Institution then committed. } 

Every man concerned in the violent abduction and 

probable murder of Captain Morgan, with the uninten- 
tional exception of Cory don Fox, was a freemason ; and 
to diminish nothing from her credit, she soon after ini- 
tiated him into her mysteries. 

The arrangements for the abduction were discussed 
by freemasons in the ty led secrecy of the lodge-room, 
(Eli Bruce, and A. W. Ainsworth and T. G. Green,) and 
money to pay for it was taken by the vote of the lodges 
and fraternities from the proper funds of the institution. 
The masons who took him off, did not do it on tbeir 
own responsibility, but under the supposed direction of 
the regularly constituted authorities of Freemasonry. 
/ Edward Giddins.) 
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The carriage that bore him from Rochester to Fort Niagara, was 
engaged some days before, and its use was charged at the time by 
its owner, a royal arch mason, to the Grand Chapter of New-York 
pro tern. ( Ezra Platt,) 

Moreover, a committee of the Chapter at Batavia, waited on 
Captain Morgan, remonstrated, intreated, and then threatened him 
with the danger to which he was exposed. (Benjamin Porter.) 
Elder David Bernard, S. D. Greene, and many others at tho 
scene of this violence, masons, have declared, that as masons they 
knew that an outrage upon Captain Morgan was contemplated, 
and that it was done under the influence and by the hand of the 
constituted authorities of the Institution. 

Chesebro, who headed the party to arrest Morgan on the 11th of 
Sept, was Master of the Lodge at Canandaigua, and Col. King 
who accompanied him to the Powder Magazine, and to the last, 
was High Priest of a Chapter. Wm. Seaver of Batavia, Master 
of the Lodge, Blanchard Powers, High Priest, and James Ganson, 
Treasurer of Le Roy Chapter, and General P. Whitney, High 
Priest of Lewiston Chapter, are names well known in the history 
of the Morgan outrage. 

Proof of this kind can be multiplied to a great extent: and it is 
admitted by many of the Fraternity with an exception only to the 
death. The authorities did not mean to kill him ; they would only 
stab him in his liberty, make his wife a wddow and his children 
orphans in fact, though not in the law ; but the servants whom the 
institution employed were disposed to be more faithful to the spirit 
and principles of the institution, and to end the matter they put him 
to death. Richard C. Howard, alias Richard Chipperfield, said on 
the affidavit of Mr. Mann of Buffalo, “ the lot to kill fell on him:” 
and again, 44 the deed of death is done ” And on the affidavit of 
Wm. Holmes of New York City : 44 1 fly to Europe for having hem 
concerned in the murder of Morgan .” 

These facts shew that the institution, by its servants , executed 
the vengence upon the traitor to Freemasonry, which is inculcated 
by its principles, and required by its laws. 

3. The Institution sustains this cold blooded abuse of a freeborn 
American citizen 

All the stout hearted of the Fraternity at the West, long denied 
the forcible abduction, and in the East and the South they continue 
perseveringly to deny it. On Grand Juries a majority of Free- 

Yol. 1—9—3. 
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masons, not only acquitted tbeir brethren presented for this crime, 
but strangely certified in one instance, that no proof was offered, 
shewing that Morgan had been carried on the Ridge Road. Free- 
masons the Lewiston Committee; threatened the fires 

and the p r o per ty of its members; and made their honest name 
odioas in this Christian land. 

“ Deeeaicaataoas” says Mr. Weed is the Autimaioeic Inquirer, of Ro- 
chester, commenced with the first steps taken to ascertain the fate of Mor- 
gan, and the vemgeuce of masonry has panned the people through every 
stage of that investigation For the first three months after the outrage, 
the mao who even hinted that masons had committed it, was branded as a 
calumniator. Those who voluotar ily enteredupon an investigation, were 
denounced as disturbers of the public peace. The Fraternity, with almost 
one voice, and with their boasted “force of concert,” sent abroad endless 
fabrications, to mislead and abuse the public mind, and a paper in this vil- 
lage, which alluded to the outrage, was bullied into a retraction by one of 
the • onspirators.” 

By these and like individual acts of malevolence toward those who 
have dared to look into tbe abuse of a freeman by secret F reemasonry, 
the Institution has sustained, and does yet sustain the monstrous out- 
rage. Bnt higher proof follows . Tabee Pottbe a royal Arch mason 
of Seneca Co. disclosed the fact that Dr. Fyfield, the delegate from 
that County to the Grand Fraternity of New York, informed him 
maoonieaUy that the Grand body paid by vote money from their (finds 
for the support of the Morgan Conspirators. A great storm was 
raised, Mr. Pottee and the publisher were prosecuted in the amount 
of $5000 alleged damages; but, lo ! the suitor after two continu- 
ances entered a nolle prosequi. 

Pirjov G. Shipmajv, of Ooondago County, in May last says : — “ I 
was informed in June, 1827, by one of the members of the Grand Lodge, 
in whom I could place implicit confidence, that a distinguished individual 
in Niagara county, who, was deeply implicated in the abduction of Mor- 
gan, and who has since been convicted (but uot sentenced) was paid out 
of the funds of the Grand Lodge, one hundred dollars, because he had 
suffered / I was also informed that the Grand Ledge had increased its 
charity fund for the purpose of assisting those who were implicated in the 
Morgan affair. Within a few months the above has been confirmed to me 
by two other individuals, members of the Grand Lodge in 1827.” 

Henry F. Yates, a Royal Arch mason of Mon ^ornery Co. 
N. Y. says : — “ No honest and conscientious mason, who attended the 
Grand Lodge in 1827, in the city of N Y. can and dare deny on his corpo- 
ral oath, that the Grand Lodge did vote and pay to Eli Bruce, [since con- 
victed of the Morgan Conspiracy,] $250, to indemnify him, in part, for his 
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losses and removal by Gov. Clinton from his office of Sheriff of the county 
of Niagara.** 

This he challenges the Grand Lodge, if they deny it, to submit 
to a feigned issue in the Supreme Court, and pledges him- 
self to prove it to their shame, and to the satisfaction of the court 
and jury. 

And it is admitted by Western masons in familiar conversation, 
that much money has been contributed by the constituted authori- 
ties of the Fraternity, to support the Western sufferers . And who 
are the Western sufferers 1 The men who M have robbed the State 
of a citizen, a citizen of his liberty, a wife of her husband, and a 
family of helpless children of the endearments and protecting care 
of a parent.” — Judge Throop. 

The men who have thrown a firebrand into the standing corn of 
our privileges, and are determined at the risk of the harvest to fan 
the flame already kindled there ; the men who have put the State 
in commotion, the public treasury to expense, and the laws of the 
land at defiance, for the sake of false and doublo tongued Free- 
masonry. 

Add to this, that Richard Howard , or Chipperfield , was received, 
and entertained and concealed, as a suffering brother, by the Knight 
Templarb of New- York, knowing him to be the confessed mur- 
derer of William Morgan ; and the whole is hidden among them 
under their oath of secrecy — ( Avery AUyn.) Let not the reader 
think this is too much to be credited. Hi bam B. Hopkins and 
others ;state a fact equally strange, and equally shewing that the 
Institution of Freemasonry sustains the outrage upon the liberty 
and probably upon the life of C aptaij^ Margin . At the Installation 
of the Chapter at Lewiston, masons were 

assembled from different and distant parts Among ^them were 
Rev. Clergymen of different denominations, civil and military 
officers* and men sworn to support the constitution and laws of the 
land, and also, the constitution and laws of freemasonry. In the 
early morning of that day Captain Morgan had been falsely im- 
prisoned .in the Powder Magazine, at Fort j fiagara. “And this 
was generally Jmown among the masons asssembled there.** — 
H. B. Hopkins . 

It is the language of charity unconscious of these [facts', to say : 
“ I entertain the most entire confidence that the Fraternity did not 
participate in this crime*— I fully believe that they hold the perpe- 
trators in just abhorrence, jthat they would rejoice'if the guilty’were 
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discovered, and would aid in bringing the murderers to condign 
punishment but the facts are otherwise. The veracity of Ave- 
rt Allyn has not been, and cannot be impeached, and the testi- 
mony of Hiram B. Hopkins is not controverted. By the reluct- 
ant and late testimony of these witnesses, the Fraternity are made 
to appear in large bodies to have connived at the outrage, to have 
concealed important facts relating to it, and to have aided in his 
escape one of the most daring and lawless actors in the violent 
affair. 

And the Fraternity, far from rejoicing, when the guilty are dis- 
covered, by every jest, and foolish speech, would have at first 
persuaded the public that no crime had been committed : and 
forced to yield that, they next set every wheel in motion to distract 
the honest men in pursuit of the perpetrators of the crime ; and 
now they revile Bates Cooke, Timothy Fitch, and Frederick 
Whittlesey, and abhor Edward Giddins and Avery Allyn, ten- 
fold more than they do Wright and Cheesebro, Ganson and Lawson 
and Sawyer. 

So far from aiding 44 in bringing the murderers to light,” man y 
of the fraternity hate those who attempt it. A mason that speaks 
the honest convictions of his mind to the prejudice of Freemasonry 
in the Morgan outrage, is pursued sharper than the kidnappers of 
a freeman. 

And the effort to give the new check degree with its sublime word, 
L, O, S, is sufficient to seud ministers of Freemasonry, plenipoten- 
tiary, to Europe ; but to catch the murderer, the Order have not 
strength to send a constable to Liverpool, nor even to hold the 
fraternal assassin when he is in their hands. 

With this evidence before us, the Institution must be adjudged 
not altogether free from the fate of Morgan ; but it is deeply stain- 
ed with it. That the proof obtained comes by the hardest, is 
enough to satisfy an impartial mind that more is in secret, 
which time will reveal to the conviction and overthrow of the 
Masonic Institution, and to the confusion of its supporters. 

Capt. Wm. Morgan was not sacrificed by private malice, or per- 
sonal antipathy : he fell not by hands nerved with the violence of 
sudden passion, or of cold avarice. But Freemasonry has her 
penalties : to these the life of Capt.^Morgan was forfeited, and to 
these his life was sacrificed by the cruel hands of his brethren in 
cold blood, stimulated by the spirit of the order. 
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CONVENTION OP ANTIMASONS AT VERMONT. 

The Convention of Aniimasons of the State of Vermont, held in 
the Capitol at Montpelier, 5th Aug. 1829. Seventy to eighty 
members present; all the Counties represented, save two. 

Nothing can be more confidently affirmed, than the extension 
and deep confirmation of hostility in the public mind to all secret 
and oath bound fraternities. The small cloud of Antimasonry, like 
a man's hand, seen three years ago in the Western horizon, has 
arisen with the terrors of the thunder, and with the sharp searchings 
of the forked lightning, until the heavens are becoming overcast, 
and the guilty begin trembling even within the dark recesses of the 
tiled Lodgeroom. We know it is a cloud big with the elements of 
strife. It rises slowly against the East wind, gathering strength 
from the aliment brought to it by opposing currents of air. Its 
darkly involved heads, and gleaming fires, its deep toned thunders, 
and mighty arguments of omnipotent power, fill the soul with dread, 
and make the beholder realize how diminutive is man compared 
with his Maker, and how worthless are human efforts to stay the 
purposes of heaven. 

Feeble mortals dread the loud voice heard from the summer 
cloud of purifying rain, and shrink and hide from the prying light, 
that bursts upon the darkness from the fertilizing shower. Yet, 
when the tempest is over, they look forth with joy upon the 
refreshed earth, and the cleansed herbage, and the dripping forest ; 
and, while they breathe the healthful atmosphere, and gaze on the 
bright bow of promise refracted and reflected in the heavens, their 
hearts swell with gratitude to Him who brings the Jorious storm, 
who sends the swift lightening to purify the air, and the rain to 
water the thirsty earth. 

Antimasonry is a storm, which masons say is got up by a few de- 
signing men; but to our mind the excitement against Freemasonry 
is “ got up,” as the corn is got up in July, by the warm sun, and 
the rain of heaven. If there are suckers, empty tassels, and blasted 
ears, every fertile field affords them, and we fearlessly commit to 
time to shew any party field in these States yielding so much 
sound corn as Antimasonry. The sturdy yeoman, the vigorous 
mechanic, the honest countryman, are the materials of the party. 
Village demagogues, professional gentlemen, and merely political 
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characters, keep aloof from the controversy, or laugh to scorn the 
feeble beginnings of a great moral revolution. 

They first affect to laugh, and then to lament at the attempt in 
Vermont to kindle up fires of masonic persecution from the dying 
embers of New- York excitement. “ Salem witchcraft’ 9 affords 
but a feeble expression of their contempt for the efforts made by 
freemen to vindicate the laws from the deadly grasp of secret 
oaths, and open violence. They as much believe in the death of 
New York Antimasonry, as in the death of Hiram Abiff; they 
think the body as safely concealed as that of Capt. Morgan, so 
that no freemason can be attainted of the murder ; and they flatter 
themselves, that their most Ancient and Honorable Fraternity will 
grow more stoutly in a soil fattened by the blood of its adversaries : 
no manner of doubt of it. 

And yet, what says the Appeal of Vermont Masons, April, 1829, 
upon the subject of Antimasonic excitement ? “The last four months 
have seen it burst upon us like the sudden explosion of a volcano.” 
What says the Address of the Monroe county Fraternities on re- 
turning their charters ? Remonstrating with those who persist in 
their determination “ to breast the tide of oppression, which is 
swelling around them. 99 The Committe eloquently say : — 

“ You may yet for a brief season, fondly cling to the social bands which 
unite your order ; but fell suspicion has fixed upon you her jaundiced gaze, 
is deaf to remonstrance, and has decreed their dissolution. You are hotly 
pursued by the evil genius of a rapacious prejudice, which nothing can pro- 
pitiate short of your unconditional submission . 99 

Abate the rhetoric, and this is good proof that Antimasonry was 
as lively among the Western masons 13th of last March, as ever 
Achilles was among the flying Trojans. And, although that same 
Address was aimed, like the arrow of Paris, at the heel of our 
cause, it shot one side ; the invulnerable offspring of truth has since 
that period arrayed in Pennsylvania Ritner and the People 
against Wolf and the Masons , and in Vermont has vowed, in the 
capitol of the Green Mountains, to avenge the abused rights of per- 
sonal liberty upon haughty Freemasonry. 

The address of Elder Colver on the first ^ay of the Convention 
was full of point, judicious remark, and deep interest. Two hours 
he held the attention of a crowded house, to such . views of the secret 
order, as an honest ex-mason can express with the utmost confi- 
dence, and no lodge-going brother can withstand him. His obser- 
vations upon the nature of masonic obligations, the points right or 
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wrong, and murder and treaeon not excepted, in the Royal arch oath, 
and the village influence of Masonry, as opposed to the farming 
interest, were peculiarly happy, The concurrent testimony of 
twenty seceding masons to the general accuracy of the masonic oaths, 
as published by Morgan, was publicly given on the second day of 
the Convention with impressive effect. The nomination of state 
officers was made with perfect unanimity, and with great consisten- 
cy. The Rev! Mr. Wooster said : — “ We have come here not to 
regulate the State, but to regulate Freemasonry and they did it r 
by nominating and recommending the powers that be, excepting 
only the masons in power ; these they struck from their list of Can~ 
didates, and put in their places the names of as worthy men, who 
are not under oath to any law, or constitution, but to the law and 
constitution of our country. And that, gentle reader, was right. 
Pause and reflect upon it, if you please, but do not leave the subject 
until you can say as well as feel 1 14 that was right, that was right!” 
Freemasonry has a law and a constitution which are not the lawland 
the constitution of the land ; and which Freemasons are, neverthe- 
less, sworn to support. It is no contempt of the law and of the 
constitution of the land, however it may be of Freemasonry, to 
prefer to office only those who have an eye single to official duty, 
and to reject from power those, who are already sworn to support 
a secret and peculiar law and constitution of any sort. Ay, it was 
right ! 

The Convention met on the third day to finish their labors. Hav- 
ing begun with prayer, and acted in harmony, they concluded with 
a full and able developement of their opinions prepared in their 
Address, and Resolutions, and with an appeal to the throne of 
Grace for that blessing, destitute of which, even the swift lose the 
race, and the strong lose the victory. 


POLITICAL MASONRY. 

Antiraasonry is said to be political : O, horrible. It is confi- 
dently affirmed that Freemen refuse to vote at the polls for Free- 
masons ! Citizens of this Republic are supposed to reject from 
their ballots the names of any candidates they please, even of lodge- 
men and bond-masons ; and this, too, without asking leave of 
their rulers. What are we coming to ! We shall soon hear that 
travellers ride as they please, in the Union- Line, or in the Citizen's " 
Line , without advice of a lawyer : and that men renounce and for- 
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sake the use of ardent spirits without consulting the College of 
Physicians. 

Political Freemasonry is well enough, because that is a secret, 
and the shame of the thing is covered ; but, with politics written 
upon its front, Antimasonry has no blush. Freemasonry ought to 
be political, for it is often sworn to be : and no man could trust it, 
if it fails to keep its own solemn covenants. Shall it bind men with 
an oath under penalty of a bon id death, to vote for a brother ma- 
son who is a candidate at the elections before all others of equal 
qualifications, and yet neglect that duty ? Shall the thousand ma- 
sons in office have all the benefit of this obligation, and of their 
offices, and their brethren of the very next year be forsaken ? This 
would be faithlessness in the extreme. Members of the Fraternity 
have large debts of gratitude to pay one another yet, and to dis- 
charge these debts like honorable men, they must freely use the 
ballot box, appoint to subaltern offices the men who have elected 
them, and reward each other out of the public chest, steadily pre- 
ferring one another^ as they are bound to do. Freemasonry, is 
compelled to be political, by the obligation of an oath, and a just 
sense of gratitude for many unmerited favors received, but as this 
is a secret, no citizen is hurt by it. The Revenue collected from 
the customs supports government, and the people do not feel the 
burden ; the offices gathered by Freemasons at the Polls, and by 
fraternal appointment, support gigantic Freemasonry, and the peo- 
ple are not any poorer for it. They must support somebody 
for office, and the masons, when well treated, cost no more 
than other men. But Political Antimasonry is without excuse. 
It has no secrecy to cover it, no oath to justify it, no debts of 
gratitude to settle by it. It comes like a direct tax upon luxuries, 
and all those who keep masonic jewels and medals and treasures, 
are made to pay fur them without mercy. Political Freemasomy 
has quietly chosen a secret place, and diligently builded her nest, 
and lined it with softest down ; and now comes cruel Antimasonry 
directly aiming to tumble out the open mouthed young, and to 
break up the sweet nest. Oh ! what a monster ! 

For the destruction of Freemasonry, Popes have issued their 
bulls ; the associate Synod of Scotland have denounced it, the 
Methodist Episcopal Conference of New-England have proscribed 
it, Associations and Consociations of independent churches have 
excommunicated it, and many private churches have expelled it ; 
but this does not touch the life of Freemasonry; it hardly shews 
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signs of pain under these various blows. But lake frotii the Order 
its political privileges, and, in this country, it is dead of a con- 
sumption. Strip it of one cloak of secrecy, and it will draw anolhet 
on ; bring its members to forsake it, and it will decoy others in ; 
but rob it of its political ascendency, and you rob it of life. Its „ 
charity famishes, its magnificence shrivels, its pride falls, and its 
gloiy fades forever 

The oath, the interest, arid the habit of Freemasonry require it 
to be political, and the life and prosperity of the order depend en- 
tirely upon its electioneering power and consequence. And where 
is the harm, fellow citizens, of openly meeting at the polls, that 
which secretly comes there ? Does not every man know that emi- 
nent statesmen can have nothing to do with Freemasonry, except 
as an engine of political power ? Where is the sin of using our 
liberty to preserve our civil rights, and our equal privileges ? We 
may not speak against Freemasonry in mixed company, for then 
we wound some one of our friends. We may not bring it before the 
Church for then our Lord’s body is pained and broken. We may / 
not discuss its character in the usual newspapers of the day, for f 
the Fraternity are strong enough to forbid it. And what shall we 
do, if we may not quietly vote against it at the polls ? 

What other course have we left ? We issue pamphlets, but they 
are belied by Freemasonry, and soon forgotten. We publish vol- 
umes, but they are left with Barruel and Robison and Payson, to 
moulder in dust, while the Order flourish their trumpets and aprons 
in every street. We publish newspapers : and those newspapers t 
live or die according as the community in which they are publish* 
ed, make this opposition to Freemasonry political, or not. One 
year ago the People of Washington and Oneida Counties, New- 
York, scarcely took a political part in the controversy with Free- 
masonry ; and only a scattering antimasonic paper could find its 
way among them. They have since taken up the subject political- 
ly, and now they sustain each a paper of more than one thousand ' 
two hundred subscribers. On the other hand, in the great City of 
New York, where we hope there are five thousand votes against 
Freemasomy ; Antimasonry has lost a newspaper, afler it had run 
many months, because no statesman here dare look the Mystery in 
the face at the polls. Our leading men have feared that Antimason- 
ry woufd not bear them up, and have taken no more interest, than 
to wish the cause weH, and to commend the labor of its advocates. 

But let the question come, as it, must come here, in the ballot box, 
and you shall see that not one new paper, only, but many of those now 
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issued in the city of New York, will lift the veil of ignorance from 
the mind of our citizens, and tell plainly what Freemasonry has 
done and is doing to corrupt mankind, and to destroy our liberties. 

Pennsylvania affords a case in point Antimasonry was only 
heard in that State from a few points of the public press, until re- 
cently. Now the cry of Ritner and the People against Wolf and 
the Masons is rung from mountain to river, and from the tides of the 
Delaware to the Canals of Pittsburg and Erie. The mighty differ- 
ence lies in Pennsylvania’s having on the 25th of June last, taken up 
the question politically. 

Meu wish Antimasonry could only be a moral question. The 
work in your hand kind reader, takes it so. But know, that your 
very moralist would be compelled to relinquish his labour, did not 
the spirit of inquiry aroused by making Antimasonry political, keep 
him alive. At the polls, the question may be effectually settled 
without strife in a short time, and the whole subject die. Churches 
are saved, families are saved, and the country is saved, while free 
men go quietly to the ballot box, and publicly put in their vote 
against secret Freemasonry, and banish it by ostracism. How else 
can we do ? We have no Pope in the country to excommunicate it 
by his decree. We have no Emperor to abolish it by his will- 
We have no Parliament capable of expelling, or restraining it. The 
soverign People alone can annihilate Freemasonry. Itis only 
for them to will, and it is done. Their voice distinctly heard 
% at repeated elections in Monroe County has put away the masonic 
charters from that county : the same voice heard in this city will 
shake the charters from the hands of masons here, and it will every^ 
where banish Freemasonry from our soil. The question of 
Freemasonry is a painful one in many of its connexions ; but it i & 
put, and must be put to the people, and to the whole people. We 
have repeatedly brought it before moral men, and religious merr 
♦ alone. They listen, they burn, they act ; but in one moment they 
run afoul of their Pastor, their Temperance President, or How- 
ard Benevolent brother, Freemasons and they are palsied; 
They will still hear, but it is next to impossible touring them to 
act, to countenance, or to sustain a public investigation of Freema- 
sonry. The people have taken it up with the ballots, and with the 

ballots let them settle it. * 

And, what should be conclusive jupon this peint, the question basr 
been a merely moral question foi; one hundred years ; .and, not- 
withstanding, the public by a great majority have always decided 


•Digitized by v^ooQle 



No. 9.] AND MONTHLY MAGAZINE. 287 

against Freemasonry, and refrained from its embrace, still the mid- 
night thing has increased year by year. Consider this fact. It 
has been a moral question agitated in every neighbourhood, and 
sometimes, as thirty years ago, briskly agitated in books and ser- 
mons, and pamphlets, This moral disputation has always been of 
advantage to Freemasonry. It has brought the secret thing more 
into notice, and been an apology for its glorifying itself falsely 
with the names of all the excellent ot the earth from Adam down. 

Any thing , Pandemonium, or Erebus itself, covered with a veil, and 
adorned with the names of lV a S nington, Franklin, and La Fayette, 
and at tGe same time modestly inviting the young to lift the veil, 
and to taste of its pleasures, will possess allurements for all men, and 
will always be catching some. So we find it with Freemasonry. 
While we talk about it, and condemn it, as an immoral institution, 
ten thousand moral masons differ with us, besides a hundred thous- 
and immoral masons. And these are more than enough to keep 
the institution alive, and to make it honorable, and give it respect- 
ability in the world. 

Who is so blind as not to see, that in this way the question of 
Freemasomy is endless, and the life of the institution lasting as de- 
lusion and sin. The people have made it a moral question, and 
settled it long ago : but seeing that does not rid us of Freemasonry, 
the people are determined to cany their decision to the polls of 
tbe elections, and politically to establish their moral position. O 
glorious privilege, belonging only to Americans : the privilege of 
pealing their moral conclusions with the impress of the highest po- 
litical power ! O happy constitution of government, which collects 
in the ballot box like an electrical battery, the scattered and almost 
imperceptible decision of the public will, and discharges it like the 
irresistible lightning of heaven upon the corrupt systems and inde- 
fensible opinions of past ages, and purifies the moral atmosphere by 
the energy of its political action! O blessed use of the elective 
franchise, when it is exercised not to exa t this citizen, or to pros- 
trate that; but when, with a sovereignty almost divine, paying no 
respect to persons, it aims solely to uproot the deep foundations of / 

error, and of immorality, to destroy the works of darkness, and to '• 

expel from our Eden of social, political, and religious privileges, the 
lurking serpent, that great enemy of tbe Church and of the Consti- 
tution, Freemasonry. ^We bless the God of our fathers, that he 
has given us a form of government by which the chaff of public 
opinion may be readily sifted from the wheat, by which the wicked 
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inventions of selfish men, however entwined around the hearts of many 
upright citizens, and interwoven with all our social and civil rela- 
tions, may be gently separated from the body politic, without vi- 
olence or bloodslu , .y the natural eneigy, and healthful operation 
of the constitution and the laws. We praise Him, who has the 
hearts of all men in his hands, that many use their elective fran- 
chise in a way to rebuke the proud Lie which exalts itself among 
the most glorious ocieties of the age ; that they have made it feel, 
and forced it to confess the power of public opinion concentrated 
by the ballot box ; and that while it has melted away in the focus of 
the political lens at Rochester, it softens throughout New -York, 
and is excited in every State on our benders. 

As nothing can be riper, so nothing can he fitter for destruction by 
the power of the ballot box, than Freemasonry. Sober men may 
rejoice that they have a way at the polls i 0 enforce their abhorrence 
of the impious system without disturbing the peace of the church, 
and all the haters of the vainglorious and deceitful institution may 
give their vote without contention or reproach, to put Frfaomasoniy 
where it will stay put,’ under the ban of publ* opinion, r among 
the past misfortunes of our blessed country.’ 


Air Appeal to the inhabitants of the state of Vermont, ok the sub- 
ject of the Anti-masonic excitement by a committee previoudy ap- 
pointed for that purpose, made at a public convention , hoi den at 
Middlebury , April 1th 1829, and an Address delivered before the 
Convention by Jonathan A. Allen , M D. Published by order of the 
meeting . Pamphlet , 36 pages. 

“ All of us have been for years members of the society of masons. 
Most of us have been so for a very long period of time, and profess 
to be perfectly familiar, with the principles and practices of the so- 
ciety, as they have existed in this state ; — and believe them to have 
been the same among us, as those which have universally prevailed, 
wherever the society has existed. Since we have been masons we 
have had many' opportunities of intercourse with intelligent mem- 
bers of the society from England, Ireland, and Scotland ; occasionally 
with those from the continent of Europe, and very frequently with 
those from different states of the Union. As far’s ou r intormation 
has extended, we have not been able to discover any importani dif- 
ference between their practices and principles, and our own.” p. 1. 

This extract proves by unquestionable authority, that the Free 
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masonry of Europe and America is virtually the same, and that the 
Freemasonry of the States of this Union, has no important difference : 
therefore, we infer with confidence that the correct revelation of it • 
in New-York is a correct revelation of every material point of the 
system in the whole world.— Fide Bernard's Light on Masonry . 

“ Previous to the last two years, the march of masonry in the 
United States has been steady and uninterrupted (p. 7.) The re- 
cent excitement against it has been but slightly felt in the section 
of country in which we live. The last four months, however, have 
seen it Durst upon us like the sudden explosion of a volcano, (p.8.)” 
Yes, and on the 5th Aug. we saw the pure lava of Antimasonry pour- 
ing out upon the Green-mountains from the very capital of Vermont. 

“ The freedom of elections is one of those rights over which the 
American people have ever watched with a wholesome jealousy; and 
American masons would be as slow to intrude Upon it, as any other 
class of citizens. We boldly pronounce all masonry which teaches 
a distinction [at the pol)s in favor of masons,] to be spurious and 
corrupt, and we do not believe that any such ever existed in a regu- 
lar lodge.” — (p. 13.) 

They are * bold to pronounce such masonry to be spurious and 
corrupt,’ seeing that many lodges in different parts of Vermont are 
known to have sworn their members ” to vote for a brother of equal 
qualifications in preference to all others.” They would believe this 
“ existed in a regular lodge” had they heard the fact testified, as we 
did, by many independent witnesses in the Vermont Convention, 
5th Aug. 

“ Convince us that masonry affects a judge upon the bench, and 
that it interferes with the sacred right of trial by jury, and from that 
moment we are Anti masons forever.” — (p. 15.) 

We take you at your word, gentlemen. “ A criminal has thought 
he secured impunity by revealing to the judge, who was about to 
pronounce sentence, their masonic relationship.” (Hon. C. D. Col- 
den's Letter.) This was “ a judge upon the bench.” On page 
236 of this work will be found two cases in point to shew the inter- 
ference of masoury with the sacred right of trial by jury ; and to the 
unimpeachable veracity of John H. Mu! ford, we bear our personal 
testimony. Another case is that of a trial in Essex county, N. J. 
when the respected Wm. Vanderpool of Newark, was foreman and 
Moses Ward, Job Meeker, and others, an Johnathan C. Ball were 
on the jury. The verdict was made up, and carried in with one ju- 
ror dissenting, who excused his strange conduct on the following 
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day, as being in consideration of bis masonic oath. The many 
trials of the Moigan conspirators, indisputably shew that Freema- 
somy interferes to an alarming extent with the sacred right of trial 
by juty. We beg the Vermont masons to be convinced that these 
things are so, and we bold them to their promise, to be “ Anti-ma- 
sons forever.” 

The Address is suitable to the occasion. “Had [ Capt . Wm. 
Morgan,] even been guilty of divulging the secrets of the Order, we 
know of no obligation in Freemasonry which would require any vio- 
lence whatever towards his person.” (p. 27.) — Vide Penalties of Ma- 
sonic oaths ; and the oaths of Thrice Illustrious Kt . and of Kt Kudosh , 
and Kts. Adepts of the Eagle , or Sun. 

The implied doubt of Morgan’s divulging the secrets of Freema- 
sonry, is only surpassed by a writer in the Vermont Watchman and 
Gazzette lith August, who says to : — 14 Antimasonic Kditors and 
their adherents. Though I have taken some number of degrees more 
than twenty, yet never did I take one oath or obligation, as those 
laid down by Morgan : — This Morgan book is, a perfect hoax be- 
tween the book-maker, printer, and seller.” The men who intimate, 
or assert, that Morgan’s book is not a correct revelation of Freema- 
sonry, are, for so doing, contemptible in their own eyes, and must 
be accounted ignorant in the sight of men, or false in the sight of 
God. In a trial by jury at Bethany, Genesee Co. N. Y. llth July 
1829, it appears by the oath of |two officers and members of Olive 
Pranch Lodge, that the ceremonies of Freemasonry used in their 
lodge, do “ not difler materially from the exposition in Morgan’s 
book and, notwithstanding it was a masonic trial, in which many 
adhering masons were called upon the witnesses stand, no man, or 
Freeemason, swore anything to the contrary. 


« CHINESE MASONRY. 

Mr, Editor, 

I do not suppose that our masonic friends are mur- 
derers, nor that they respect masonry the more because its penal- 
ties are tortures and blood. My idea is, that so vast a power as 
that which is given to this association by its secrecy and imposing 
show, makes it a dangerous thing ; and that such a power, so easily 
turned to mischief in the hands of bad men, or in times of excited 
passion, ought not to exist, when there is no necessity for it. And 
I challenge masons to shew any necessity for the existence of their 
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Institution, or any, good to be accomplished by it, which Christian* 
ity or even common humanity, would not attain just as well. 

Its dangerous charactei arises from that which, in the judgement 
of all masons gives it being and worth, its secrecy. This, and not 
the mode of working in the lodgeroom, identifies Masonry with the 
ancient Mysteries of Eleusis, the Bona Dea, &c. And this renders 
it pertinent to the trial of Freemasonry, to bring evidence of the 
course of other secret associations. 

With this view I send you an extract from the Report of the En- 
glish Mission College at Malacca, shewing the spirit of an associa- 
tion, which so far as I can learn by inquiry, may be pioperly call- 
ed Chinese Freemasonry. Probably some learned masons can tell 
whether the San Ho Hiouy is in fellowship with Hindu, Mohamme- 
dan , and Christian Freemasonry or not. L. 

THE EXTRACT. 

“ The other two young men who have left the College, since last 
year, are both natives of China, and were honorably spoken of in 
our last report. They had not completed their second year in the 
institution, when, according to their own solemn and often repeat- 
ed declarations, they were driven from a settlement by a fraternity 
of Chinese called the San Ho Hwuy, the objects of which are not 
clearly ascertained, but which are regarded as mischevous by the 
Chinese in these parts, who do not belong to the society. These 
two young men, it appears, had given mortal offence to the brother- 
hood, by assisting a friend whose life was sought by them, in ma- 
king his escape from Malacca. One of them, however, being 
famed for his skill in wielding the sword, and the other having ac- 
quired considerable knowledge of English, objects of some import- 
ance to the fraternity, they were offered a pardon, provided they 
would take the oaths, and become members of the society. They 
owever, according to their own testimony, would not on any con- 
secration enter the society, and were consequently threatened with 
de <h. 

Stne time after this their sleeping room was broken into at night, 
most <)f their little property carried off, and one of themselves 
wounded by fellows in disguise. We then gave them a room- in 
the Cojlt^e house, but they declared that they could not put out 
their head: at night, without endangering their lives; nor could we 
by any arguments induce them to remain in Malacca. This fact 
affords an additional proof of the pernicious objects of the San Ho 
Society.” 
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44 An Address, delivered before the Anti masonic Convention of 
the County of Addison, at Middlebury , Vt. 12 th March 1829, by 
Edward D. Barber. — Published by request of the Convention .” Pam- 
phlet — 36 pp . 

We have read this with much satisfaction. It discovers good 
feeling, sound judgment, extensive research, and great originality. 
We would that every college in America could present the public 
with an address of this character, from a senior. The cause is 
promising that enlists in its thin ranks the energies of the best 
minds in the rising generation. The aged may put up with an evil 
they have long endured, but the young have not learned to bear 
the insolence of masonic vanity, nor the effrontery of masonic 
falsehood, and they will unite to pat away this mystery of iniquity 
from a place among the institutions of our country. We recom- 
mend this pamphlet to all who search after judicious and original 
views of the system of Freemasonry. 


RESOLUTIONS. 

At a public meeting of citizens in the military room, corner of 
Mott and Chatham streets, Thursday evening, Aug. 20. 

Resolved unanimously and with cheering : — that the free exercise 
of the elective franchise is one of the dearest rights, and most sacred 
privileges of freemen. 

That the secret order of Freemasomy by its spirit, by its dog- 
mas, and, in many instances, by its sworn obligations and unhal- 
lowed oaths, does wantonly interfere with the freedom of our elec- 
tions, and pervert the exercises of the elective franchise to purposes 
of secret and fraternal aggrandisement. 

That while we accord to the members of the masonic fratemiy* 
the respect which is severally due to them as private individi*! s « 
we will unitedly express our distrust and abhorrence of the ma° n * c 
institution, by steadfastly opposing the elevation of freemaons to 
public office, and by running an antimasonic ticket in thrcity of 
\New-York this autumn at the polls. 
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AN ORATION 

Delivered on the llth of Sept . 1829, the Anniversary of 
the violent abduction of Capt. Wm. Morgan , at Broad - 
way-Hall> in the City of New - York , by Henry Dana 
Ward ; and published by request of the hearers . 

Fellow Citizens — 

I address you, in behalf of injured Liberty. Three 
years have elapsed, since the holy forms of justice were 
abused for the accomplishment of secret iniquity. The 
wrongs of a freeman, yet unredressed, cry aloud for 
vengeance. By the call of a free people, I am to be the 
voice of those wrongs to day ; to open to you the dark 
character of the offender, and to hold up to your view 
the depravity and treasonable practices of the proud 
transgressor. 

We have seen our most sacred rights violated, and 
all the forms of the law set at naught by exalted Free- 
masons, who were also men sworn officially to support 
the constitution and the laws of our country. We call 
to mind our privileges, the rights guaranteed by our 
national and state constitutions, the right of life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness. We remember that every 
citizen is secured by constitutional law in the full pos- 
session and unqualified enjoyment of these rights, until 
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be may be deprived of them by a jury of his peers of the 
vicinage after strict trial madej in open day, confront- 
ing his accusers face to face, with the assistance of 
counsel, and the protection of the court. Attempts to 
arrest and to punish guilty Freemasons, are parried by 
secret artifice, or avoided by fraternal assistance in 
flight. The taunting cry of Freemasons : “ how will 
you help yourselves !” moves the deep indignation of 
Republicans ; and in the spirit of insulted Freemen 
they vow to look the enemy of their liberties in the face 
with the ballot box ; the People, never to be foiled in 
the work they deliberately undertake, find no way to 
reach the root of the evil, and redress their wrongs, but 
by upturning the huge Fraternity, which inspired, 
committed, and now maintains this violence. 

They well know this course is attended with great 
evils. That the power of Freemasonry is gigantic ; 
that many a wound must be given and received, before 
the proud transgressor is humbled in the dust. They 
know that time must be given, money must be expend- 
ed, and vigor exhausted with hard service in this war, 
before the smoking ruins of the mystic temple are 
ploughed up, by the men who have put their hand to 
the plough, and will not look back — They know and 
feel a deeper sorrow than this ; they know and are sure 
that the tenderest ties of the family circle, and of the 
social neighborhood, and of the political party, and of 
the religious sect, must be strained and wrenched, and 
oftentimes angrily broken, to effect the entire demoli- 
tion of this overgrown and criminal society. They 
know by sad experience, that the tongue of the serpent 
is not quicker to indicate his malice, than the irritated 
temper of a friend or even a relative, when the offence 
of Freemasonry is mentioned in his presence. This 
hardest of all controversies, that which arises among 
friends, and in the same family, the people now enter in 
overthrowing Freemasonry. Social confidence must be 
shaken, and private attachments must be often sacri- 
ficed ; but our fathers for the love of their country burst 
these ties half a century ago ; and when duty calls their 
sons can burst them too. 
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In the eyes of Freemasons all the evils of this contro- 
versy are seen in the opposition made to Freemasonry : 
as the tories of the revolution saw all the horrors of 
1776, in the malevolent spirit of certain patriots, whom 
they termed demagogues. John Hancock was lightly 
esteemed indeed, by the monarchists of that day'; and 
Samuel Adams was no better than an outlaw, in the 
judgment of loyalists. The struggle passed over, and 
liberty triumphed : now the tory has one general name 
of reproach ; while the whigs are as a belt of glory ; an 
army of heroes, a congress of sages, a patriot band, 
from whom, through all time, this free people will learn 
lessons of wisdom, of justice, and of magnanimity. 

We conceal not from ourselves that many of the beat 
spirits of that day were tricked with the name of Free- 
mason. That they leaned upon the hope of assistance 
in defeat,— or of amusement in the idleness of winter 
quarters, from the bauble which offered itself as very 
ancient and very good, and which, like herb-tea, never 
was known to hurt anybody. But that all the general 
officers of the American army with the single exception 
of the traitor Arnold, were freemasons, as the masonic 
papers assert, I know to be an error. I am able to wipe 
the aspersion of Freemasonry from one of those honor- 
ed men, whose integrity was a match for that of any 
patriot^of his age. Major-General Ward was not a free- 
mason. Yet he cautioned his sons against its embrace, 
adding that “ it can be of use only to a traveller.”— 
“ Glorified spirit ! if thy venerable form be seen in this 
second war for liberty ; if, an angel of mercy, thou art now 
permitted to behold this assembly, to hear the voice and 
to nerve the arm and the heart for this contest , the plea of a 
traveller is all my excuse for disregarding thy revered be- 
hest i I travelled, and became a Freemason ; but even in 
this particular, Freemasonry is deceitful ; and I renounce 
it with all its impiety and oaths ; with all its iniquity 
and obligations ; with all its selfishness and sympathies ; 
with all its foolery and lies. I have searched it inside 
and outside, have scrutinized its form and character, 
have seen and communed with its spirit, and proved 
and tried its temper. It is altogether a base counter- 
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the Mediterranean by Algerines. Then Preble led our 
fleet, and Tripoli felt the indignation of this great Re- 
public : Eaton urged on a heroic band, and Derne sur- 
rendered to his conquering arms. Shall we care for the 
distant sailor who roams among savages in the pursuit • 
of gain ? Shall we declare war, assemble an army, and 
stretch forth the arm of our power against a piratical 
people across the great Atlantic, in behalf of a few men 
sailing under the American banner ? Yes ; no. Anti- 
mason has a heart so base, that he does not glory in the 
spirit of his government, and resolve to maintain the ho- * 
nor of our Republic, and the rights of its citizens on the 
face of the whole earth. We do not love war ; we hate 
it, and the angry spirit it generates ; but we would have 
the American citizen respected by all nations ; we would 
have the wisdom, and if it must be, the power of the na- 
tion exerted to make all transgressors of our national 
rights repent, and make amends. Much more ought 
we to care for the liberty and the life of a citizen robbed 
by a piratical power in the midst of us. Much more 
ought we to punish the Algerines who prey upon this 
fair city, and country ; and not to overlook those who 
plunder on the high seas. Much more ought we to 
watch for the rights of a freeman in the peaceful enjoy- 
ment of his fireside, and not to neglect those who go 
down upon the sea in ships. Freemasonry is as much 
guilty in this violence upon Capt. Morgan, as England 
was guilty in the assault of the Leopard upon the Ches- 
apeake ; England disavowed the act, and promoted the 
captain of it. Freemasonry disavows the harm done to 
Morgan ; but to some of his destroyers she has given 
money and to others she has given honor and power. 
So far from expelling or publicly punishing one for un- 
masonic conduct in this matter, she has spread a carpet 
in the prison for the criminal brethren doing legal pe- 
nance there, and has loaded their table with luxuries, 
and cheered their hearts with good wine. Freemasonry 
is more guilty in this, than the Barbary Powers and the 
British court were guilty in impressing and enslaving 
American Seamen. . The Masters of Lodges and high 
Priests of Chapters with the aid of their brethreu in the 
case of Freemasonry, as the masters of vessels, and 
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commanders of fleets in the other case/committed the 
violation upon our rights, while the great body of the 
Fraternity, as also of those offending nations, were quiet- 
ly pursuing their business at home, and knew nothing of 
the matter : both alike must answer for the acts of 
their legal agents. The enemy of our domestic peace, 
and social comfort, the enemy which gags and binds a 
freeman by our side, and then perverts or gags the pub- 
lic press in relation to the violence ! Such an enemy 
is more to be dreaded, than foreign bayonets ; such an 
outrage is more to be punished, than the impressment 
of a seaman. 

Priam of Troy could no more be charged with Paris’ 
adultery, than the Patroon of Albany can be charged 
with the abduction of Wm. Morgan ; but the king of 
the Trojans was justly made to answer for the crime of 
his prince and representative ; and the proud house of 
Priam fell, for maintaining one of its members in atro- 
cious guilt. The institution of Freemasonry is guilty, and 
will be held to answer, until it separates from itself the 
agents of this wickedness ; until it gives over to the 
law the offenders. We know it plausibly says : “ come 
take them ; why do you iaise a hue and cry ; come and 
take them ?” and at the same time it covers them with 
its oaths of secrecy, and defends them with the force of 
its mighty combination. A gentleman of Rochester, 
first visited Vermont to search out a mason wit- 
ness, and then a second time with suitable process 
to compel the attendance of that witness at the trial 
in Rochester last week ; but the mason gave him the 
slip after midnight, and fled in the last part of his jour- 
ney, to save testifying against his masonic brethren. 
These are the prophets that bite with their teeth and 
cry : “ Peace!” these are they that rob and murder, and 
exhort their victims to silence; “ Be still” they cry ! “do 
not disturb the churches ! do not divide neighborhoods ! 
do not distract society !” while they go on plundering 
and slaying in their secret places. 

It is next to impossible to conceive how the contemp- 
ible mystery of Freemasonry can have induced respec- 
table men to expose their property, and character, their 
peace of conscience, their liberty and their lives in that 
Vol. I. No. 10.— 2 
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offence. We know not how to believe,' that Maj. Gan- 
son, Colonels Sawyer and King, Sheriff Bruce, ami 
General Whitney, could be engaged in this business, 
and yet possess the public confidence, their several ti- 
tles indicate. But difficult as it is to believe, it is never- 
theless true, that fifty or sixty men, as honorable as 
these, are directly implicated in all that transaction, and 
some more honorable are believed to have been knowing 
and consenting to it ; an unknown multitude have ap- 
proved of its most awful catastrophe ; many have aided 
in the escape of a principal actor, and many more con- 
ceal important information relating to it. 

What can have possessed respectable citizens to do 
this deed ? What can induce hundreds of respectable 
men, still to wrap it up ? to withhold important facts 
from the cognizance of the legal authorities, which are 
earnestly seeking after them F 

In giving a plain answer to these questions, it is no of- 
fence to our Masonic brethren of whatever rank or pro- 
fession, to say that the institution has palmed itself up- 
on intelligent men of this age, for a thing worthy of life 
in its defence, and of blood for its honor, by cunning de- 
lusion, and by impudent falsehood. 1 say the institu- 
tion has done it ; and so far as every member of the 
Fraternity is answerable for the official acts of Free- 
masonry, so far is every Freemason accountable for the 
publication of these impious and atrocious falsehoods, 
uttered with the official sanction of Masonic High 
Priests, Most Ex. Masters and Grand Kings, and be- 
lieved by the submissive throng of Masonic bondmen. 

The Sublime Grand Sovereigns of Freemasonry in 
this Hemisphere, date a Grand Circular from their cap- 
ital, “the celestial canopy of the Zenith” (in the lati- 
tude of Charleston, S. C. ) informing us that the body of 
the order is composed of thirty-three and forty-three 
continuous joints or degrees, of which they are the 
American head. Preston , Webb , Oliver , and some other 
highly approved historians of “ the most ancient and 
honorable society that ever was, or perhaps ever will 
be,” give account of it in the days of the years before 
the sun gave its light, or the earth received its form, 
well balanced in the heavens. To the Garden of Eden 
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it came with our first parents, and Ahiman Rezon 
gravely asserts with the sanction of the Grand Lodges, 
of New- York and Pennsylvania, that Eve’s leading part 
in the guilt of the forbidden fruit, is the reason why all 
women, from that day, have been excluded from the 
the lodges of Freemasons. 

The Rev. Salem Town, Grand Chaplain of the Grand 
-Chapter of this State, in a work stamped with the offi- 
cial sanction of the General Grand High Priest of the 
United States, also of the Grand High Priest, also of 
the Grand Master of New-York ; also of the Grand Of- 
ficers of the Grand Chapter of New-York, and also of the 
unanimous vote of that Grand Chapter, repeatedly de- 
clares that Freemasonry is of divine origin : and also la- 
bors with the above countenance, through three hun- 
dred pages, and two large editions, to prove that Free- 
masonry and Christianity are fixed on the same co-eter- 
nal foundation, contain and iqculcate in substance, the 
same truth, and alike propose the same ultimate end. 

This monstrous falsehood, uttered, and published, 
and officially sanctioned and recommended, by the high- 
est Masonic Authorities of this State, is enough alone to 
excite our deepest indignation, and to make it our duty 
publicly to require Christian men and Christian ministers, 
whose name and countenance sustain this institution, to 
come out of it, to renounce and abjure it. Oh ! it is an 
abomination ! no longer a secret abomination, but open 
%o public view ; stained with blood, and claiming kin- 
dred with the Gospel ! Full of infernal falsehood, and 
claiming its descent from Heaven ! Peculiarly useful 
only to wicked men, and protected from suspicion by the 
support of Statesmen and Divines, honorable men, and 
Doctors of Divinity! 

This lying wonder in all its official deeds, and acts 
and instruments ; its diplomas to new members, its pub- 
lic ceremonies, its secret resolves, dates from the crea- 
tion of the world ! As if it began, when time began, 
and would continue to the end of time. It does so date , 
and pretend ; and if it be divine, “ a divine gift from God 
to man,” as the Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of 
England calls it, then it may date from the creation'; 
and if it be fixed on the same co-eternal foundation with 
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Christianity, as the highest masonic authorities of New- 
York declare, then it may survive all human institutions, 
and perish only with the wreck of time. 

The matter does not* rest here. Were freemasons 
satisfied with the bare date, and single declaration, 
which I have pointed out for your reprobation, the in- 
stitution would impose on comparatively a few of its 
members ; but when Mr. Hutchinson, a most renowned 
masonic writer, in a work sanctioned by the grand offi- 
cers, and by every one of the grand officers of the 
Grand Lodge of England, declares, that Freemasonry 
illustrates the fall of man, the universal deluge, and 
the new life of a Christian ; when he repeatedly avers, 
that freemasons have a universal language, the same 
which was in Eden, and which has come down uncor- 
rupted among the fraternity from the plains of Shinar 
and the confusion of Babel, — the original falsehood of 
the origin and date, is «filled out, substantiated, and 
mightily confirmed to any man who believes that Mr. 
Hutchinson and the grand officers possessed more learn- 
ing and understanding than himself, together with com- 
mon honesty. And when Enoch and Noah, Moses and 
Solomon and John, are continually lugged in to grace 
the pillars of the lodge-room, the multiplication of the 
falsehood becomes infinite, and our very professional 
men and scholars are deceived by it. 

Untruths so barefaced seem to be harmless. They 
have seemed so, but it was an error. When Clinton 
and Van Rensselaer, when Feltus and Milnor , have 
stood and do stand, stepfathers to this absurdity, it can- 
not be, and ought not to be matter of surprise, Jhat 
active spirits, and less learned men, like Ganson and 
Sawyer, Whitney and King, Barton and Bruce, should 
risk their lives for it in the belief of its heavenly origin, 
and eternal duration. 

I name men ; for I would bring the cause home to 
every heart. I name the dead whom I revere, and the 
living whom I respect ; I name them, not for reproach, 
but that all may see and know, how the wicked false- 
hood commends itself to inferior minds by the character 
for intelligence and truth possessed by these good men 
in all our country. Their names are used, and are 
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freely used, and a shame it is, they are lawfully used, to 
recommend false Freemasonry to the ignorant, and to 
cover it from the glance of the jealous. A recently au- 
thorised defence of Freemasonry, published with many 
credentials of recommendation, justly lauds these names, 
and legally claims their reputation in support of the 
mystery. While they will have it so, be it so ; but I 
do them no wrong, in pointing out both to them and to 
the world, the base and false character of Freemasonry. 
I do them a kindness ; and with my whole heart desire 
for their sake, and for the sake of their country, that 
the living will clear themselves. They may clear them- 
selves ; every upright mason may and must clear him- 
self of freemasonry, but no man can clear the institu- 
tion, no body of men can exculpate the institution ; 
that is branded in its forehead with a false date, and a 
false origin : so false that its very excuse is, no man 
will believe it. 

Many things are told of the temple of masonry built 
under ground by Methusaleh, and the pillars set up by 
Enoch to preserve the secret through the ruin of the 
deluge, and of Noah’s lodge in the Ark. Moses’ ma- 
sonry and Solomon’s, with that of Pythagoras, Plato,* 
and Nebuchadnezzar, are all related, and well known. 
Freemasonry dwelt with them, as the handmaid of 
Christianity, reconciling Herod to John the Baptist, and 
making Nero a brother of the Apostles. 

This noble Order wears a square and compasses, or 
two keys crossed upon the breast, and a little short 
apron about the loins, with many pictures upon it pleas- 
ing to children. It talks very loud, but all its acts are 
done with night whispers in secret places, where one 
is set with a drawn sword to watch, like a crow upon a 
tree-top, while the dock are down in the field pulling 
up the corn. The Order swears very profanely, taking 
the name of the Lord in vain on many occasions, and 
the obligations it lays upon its members are too fearful 
to be treated lifRtly. As these are almost incredible, 
we will submit the hard points for your consideration 
in simple questions. Let any who have been masons, 
sustain the truth by responding in an audible voice. 
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Qitei. 1. Does the oath of a master mason require 
him, on seeing the grand masonic hailing sign of dis- 
tress given, or hearing the word accompanying that 
sign, in any case, to fly to the suffering brother mason’s 
relief at the imminent hazard of his life ? “ We know 
it does.” See Light on Masonry , p. 62. 

Ques. 2. Does the oath of a master mason require 
him to obey all regular signs, summonses, or tokens, 
given, handed, sent, or thrown to him by a brother of 
his degree, without any exceptions in the body of the 
oath f “ We know it does.” Ibid. pp. 62 fy 130. 

Ques. 3. Does the master mason’s oath require him, 
to apprise a brother of his degree of all approaching 
danger, whether it be legal or illegal ? “We know it 
does.” Fide Light on Masonry , pp. 62 & 130. 

Queit 4. Does the master mason’s oath make it bis 
duty to go on every errand required by a brother, good 
or bad, lawful or unlawful ? “ We know it does.” Vide, 
Ibid . p. 63. 

Ques. 5. Does the oath of a master mason require 
him inviolably to keep the secrets of a brother master 
mason, without any exception in the body of the oath, 
only to the high crimes of murder and treason, and even 
these to be at his election ? “ We know it docs.” Vide, 
Idem , p. 63. 

Ques. 6. Does the oath of a Royal Arch mason, re*- 
quire him inviolably to keep a brother Royal Arch 
mason’s secrets, without any exception in the body of 
the oath to any crime whatsoever, murder and treason 
not excepted ? “ It does.” Vide Idem. p. 130. 

Ques. 7. Does the oath of a Royal Arch mason re- 
quire him absolutely to espouse the cause of a brother 
Royal Arch mason in difficulty, so far as if possible to 
extricate him from his difficulty, whether he be right or 
wrong ? “ It does.” Vide Idem. p. 130. 

Ques. 8.* Does the oath of a master mason require 
him to pay obedience to the constitution of the Grand 
Lodge, and the oath of a Royal ArctPmason require 
him to pay obedience to the constitution of the Grand 
Chapter, which constitutions they have never seen, and 
to rules, bye-laws, and regulations, which are yet a 
secret to them ? “ They do.” 
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Ques. 9. And are each and every one of these obli- 
gations sanctioned by the constituted authorities of free- 
masonry, and also by the forfeiture of life of the juror, 
and enforced by the penalty of a cruel, most barbarous, 
and inhuman death, to be indicted upon the wilful vio- 
lator ? “ They are.” Vide Bernard's Light on Mason • 
ry , pp. 63 & 130. 

We here impeach the institution of each of these 
nine specifications, and hold the mystic order by the 
mouths of these witnesses, # to answer with a plea of 
guilty, or not guilty . If guilty , the sentence of anni- 
hilation comes with the unanimous voice of the people. 
If the plea be not guilty, as seceding masons we pray, and 
as antimasons we demand, that these specifications be 
brought to trial, not by a feigned issue, but by a genuine 
issue, at the bar of a high judicial court, or at the bar 
of the legislature ; in order that the truth may be made 
manifest, and the public peace restored. We will es- 
tablish the accuracy of our charges, by the mouths of 
antimasons who have already publicly abandoned the 
secret order at the hazard of their lives ; and in such a 
court, we will also establish it by the united testimony 
of our most respectable citizens, freemasons. The wit- 
nesses called shall neither be men of low repute, nor of 
blemished character ; but they shall be honest men, 
independent in their circumstances, and freemasons 
initiated, and well instructed in the forms of the or- 
der. 

t Let the trial come, and the judgment fall on the guil- 
ty head. If Antimasons charge Freemasonry in these 
points of her oaths unjustly, let them bear it ; and if the 
institution of Freemasonry is so corrupt and nefarious 

* Leonard Bdeecker, Esq. Master Mason, and Jarvis F. 
Hanks, Royal Arch Mason, arose and stood before the Assembly 
affirming these things in an audible voice. Others were expected 
to be present, one of whom declined because his shop is not in- 
sured ! 

t This trial may be had by disputing the competency of a 
Royal Arch mason to be a juror, or a witness, on trial of some in- 
dicted Royal Arch mason : and he who brings it to issue will gain 
honor. 
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as these shew, let honest Freemasons consider what 
they bear, and throw down the load, ere it crush them* 
Nothing will kill the falsehood so quick as this course* 
It will be dead suddenly, cut off with the sword of pub- 
lic justice, and buried by the whole people : that the 
Fraternity may be “ duly prepared” for this great event, 
we have one consideration to present them. In the 
court of Oyer and Terminer, it Batavia, Genesee Co., 
6th April, 1829, came on for trial, the cause of the Peo- 
ple against Sylvester Lincoln, town-clerk of Bethany 
Judge Birdsall presiding. This was an indictment 
against the defendant for excluding Harvey Prindle 
and others, Freemasons , from the list of jurors, and for 
returning their names to the county clerk, as persons 
not qualified to serve on juries. The jury for the trial 
was kept clear of Freemasons on one side, and of men 
who had formed £n opinion against the right of Freema- 
sons to the rank of qualified jurors, on the other. After 
a patient trial., Judge Birdsall gave the jury a short, but 
very clear charge as to the rules of law ; and having 
retired a moment, they returned a verdict of not guilty. 


CHECK DEGREE. 

Some freemasons affirm “ there is not a word of truth 
in Morgan’s Book,” forgetful of the Test oath and word , 
which, with the ceremony of giving it, constitutes the 
Check Degree. The hated book for which freemasons 
destroyed the compiler, is only “ a hoax,” “ a specula- 
tion of the bookmaker,” if we can believe the lodge- 
going brethren ; and again they say, those who renounce 
“ never were freemasons,” and offer in proof to bet 
large sums, that “ they cannot enter any lodge in the 
United States.” This last is a sweet morsel of masonic 
prevarication. They affirm a falsehood, and offer a 
truth to substantiate it, which truth itself is, when right- 
ly understood, a demonstration of their mendacity. 
They offer a selfish bet upon the possibility of renounc- 
ing masons entering the lodgestiiecause few have taken 
the check degree, without which no mason might enter a 
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strange lodge : but the existence of this degree is a 
memorial, enduring as the false order itself, of the 
faithful character of Morgan’s book. He so completely 
turned every bolt, and threaded every chamber in the 
labyrinth of freemasonry, that the tyler with his drawn 
sword can no longer hope to keep out cowans and pro- 
fane persons. This degree was invented by some Solo* 
raon of the age, .to prop up the falling fortunes of the 
order ; and owes its being, as every lodge-going brother 
must know, to the revelation, and to the accurate reve- 
lation of freemasonry made by Wm. Morgan. 

He must unavoidably^ know it. For we know per- 
sonally and raasonically, that a messenger went express 
to the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts from the Grandees 
of New York, informing them officially of the perdition 
of freemasonry by the publication of Morgan’s book : 
and it was understood that a similar express carried 
the melancholy tidings to the proper authorities through- 
out the United States. Again, every lodge in Massa- 
chusetts was in consequence of this information, re- 
quired by an express from the Grand Master “ to admit 
no stranger as a visiting brother, until futtker orders 
but permitting men of known integrity to be admitted 
on tneir oath, that they were members of the fraternity, 
regularly made in a legally constituted lodge. Thus 
was your orator admitted to the fellowship of the Mas- 
sachusetts Lodges, Jan. 1827. He was not examined 
at the door, as the custom had always been previous to 
the publication of Morgan’s book. Every member of 
the lodge present both knew he was not, and knew the 
reason why. The custom of admission by examination 
was suddenly laid aside, and a new custom adopted. 
Every attendant of the lodges must certainly lfhow of 
the change, and the reason assigned for the change of 
this custom : viz. that an examination was no longer 
a safe test of a mason, for Morgan’s book had put it 
in the power of all men to pass a masonic examina.- 
tion. 

This was the case in Massachusetts ; and it was un- 
derstood to be the case in every state. At length came 
the “ further orders /” which were this check degree , 
£arefuljv borne by a special messenger, and given only 
Vol. I. No. 10—3 
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in the pretended sanctum of freemasonry, the lodge- 
room ; but, as we never went there a second time, these 
reversed rays of masonic light met oqr eyes, only when 
they were made public by later revolters from the false 
order. 

The check degree originated with the Grand Lodge 
of New York, and went out with their official authority 
to the respective Grand Lodges of the United Stater, 
and also to Great Britain, Ireland, and the continent 
of Europe, by the hand of masonic dignitaries. They 
had some difficulty in fixing upon the new device. Va- 
rious ways and words were proposed ; and one for 
its singularity shall be mentioned here. Morgan 
made them this trouble, and he had paid the forfeit ; 
“ let his name, while it serves as the check word, serve 
also as a warning to transgressors.” But in the midnight 
lodge, sol, backwards, prevailed over Morgan ; which 
order the lodge of Light will reverse to the ruin of free- 
masonry. When the visiting brother approaches the 
door, the tyler should say : “ Do you wish to visit this 
lodge ?” “ If thought worthy,” he replies. “By what 

are you recommended ?” “By fidelity.” “ Prove that,” 
says the tyler, advancing and throwing out his baud 
obliquely forward to an angle of 45 degrees, the hand 
open and thumb upward. The visiting brother ad- 
vances, places the back of his left hand against the 
palm of the tyler’s rights still extended, puts his mouth 
to the tyler’s ear, and whispers L o s, and then pro- 
nounces los. See Light on Masonry , jp. 86. 

You may inquire : “ if this secret is out, how do the 
masons do now ?” Alas ! they do but poorly. We 
hear from their sanctum oftener than from the divan of 
the distressed Turk. Fresh jarrivals bring intelligence 
that they are all again waiting for “ further orders,” the 
invention of another substitute for the lost word. 

In this dilemma of freemasonry we observe that the 
General Grand Chapter of the United States is now in 
session in this city. They must have plenty of business 
on hand only to prop up the falling pillars of the temple, 
and to secure the secrets of their profane tabernacle ; 
but nothing more important, surely, than to provide a 
substitute for the check degree, and the lost word of 
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masonry. We may hope for some ingenious contri- 
vance from the congregated wisdom of the royal and 
sublime masons of all the United States ; some device 
of itself so cunning, that it will creep through the fin- 
gers of the masons, and burst upon our astonished sight 
with the splendor of the great mason its author ; who 
must believe the affairs of the world turn on freemason- 
ry, while the affairs offreemasonry clearly turn on this 
new check degree. The General Grand Chapter are 
above taking advice, or we would freely offer them a 
hint, drawn from the habit of the bee. When the hive 
lose their quqen, they go all to raise up a new one ; and 
she comes forth the common offspring of the whole 
swarm, without dangerously inflating the vanity of a 
single bee. We much fear that the Queen Check of 
freemasonry, of which the General Grand Chapter may 
be this very day in painful travail, would, though feeble 
and short-lived, quite ruin the faculties, and turn the 
brains of any single freemason : it should seem that in 
order to live and reign, the grand check ought to be 
the joint product of the combined energies of the whole 
masonic hive. 

To reconcile the existence of a check degree in free- 
masonry with the assertion that Morgan’s book is a 
hoax, requires great experience. Wise men account 
for it in various ways ; but this way is preferable. The 
masons who deny that book, are a peculiar sort. Na- 
ture has impressed a similarity of features upon animals 
of the same class, and upon animals having a striking 
similarity of character. The flat-headed race, that 
crawl on the belly, eat dust, and inhabit secret lodges, 
have, I believe, uniformly a slit in the tongue. This is 
a despicable tribe of animals ; we cannot look on them 
without abhorrence, but by reflecting that nature gives 
this double tongue only to catch flies. 

Here I would turn to one particular class of auditors 
Christian Brethren , Freemasons ! 

By your first title, you are the salt of the earth ; by 
your second, you lose your savour, and the earth is cor- 
rupted, which should be salted by you. 
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By your first title you are the lovers of truth, bating 
lies ; by your secood, you are the pillars of a system of de~ 
lusioo and falsehood. 

Christian Brethren , Freemasons ! 

You are named Christian Brethren for him, whom, 
as Freemasons , you dare not so much as name with 
the love and reverence due to Immanuel. You are' 
members of a secret society, in whose ritual of religious 
worship the name of the holy Redeemer is not found i 
Christians, and members of a nocturnal association, 
whose constitution requires you to receive all men as 
brethren who, have the grip and token andtbe sign and 
pass, be they pirate, or bandit ! 

Christian Brethren , Freemasons! 

By your former title you let your light shine be- 
fore men ; by your latter, you pretend to great light 
kept under a bushel. Why did some ancient con- 
verts to the gospel partake in the ceremonies of the 
heathen ? It was to increase their influence with 
their pagan neighbors. Why do you go down into 
the dark temple of Freemasonry ? It is to increase 
your influence over the hearts and lives of the thought- 
less and unhallowed spirits that gather there* You 
are eating the feasts of idolators in pagan temples* 
The Christian who shaves his head to win the Mahom- 
medans, and swears by Fo to gain the Chinese, and 
wears an apron to win the Freemasons, is deceived if 
he expect thus to become, like Paul, all things to alt 
men. There are things innocent, in which it is the 
true spirit of the gospel to be accommodating ; but it is 
not innocent, profanely to swear, or to cause others to 
swear, to keep that a secret which is written and spoken 
and exhibited upon the house-tops. This is not inno- 
cent, to pledge the life God has given, to the perform- 
ance of duty enjoined by man. This is not innocent, to 
go searching after the true name of the Deity in a con- 
ceited Mystery, and to make the revealed name of the 
Eternal a pass word of lodge door entrance, on a level 
with shibboleth. 
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. Christian Brethren , Freemasons ! 

Once we lived, as you do, indifferent to Freemasonry 
for good or for evil. Seeing it, however, a staff of 
Egypt for the children of Israel to lean upon, the fear 
that it would pierce the hand df the upright in the day 
of his calamity, prepared us to believe the facts which 
have since aroused the attention of the country. Ex- 
amine the nature of th# secret thing, and do not despise 
the Warning voice of a brother. Pray do you inquire 
whether your masonic and your Christian obligations 
accord, and contemn not the voice of tens of thousands, 
who cry out upon the institution that profanes the holy 
scriptures, breaks the sixth commandment, treads un- 
der foot our constitutional liberties, and says, " who 
sees me ! who !” Hearken to the voice of those who 
have searched what you have not much heeded, and 
who tell you that the whited house of Freemasonry is a 
sepulchre, and that the virgin daughter Freemasonry is 
a harlot, and that the social fraternity Freemasonry is 
a snare for the simple, and a net for the souls of men. 
Christian Brethren, Freemasons ! 

You do not believe that the mystic order is of divine 
origin, but the legitimate authorities of the mystic order 
maintain it ; and you maintain the legitimate authori- 
ties. You do not believe that the Master of a Lodge 
has any right short of profanation, to give a candidate 
a white stone, with enigmatical letters on it, and say : 
“ to him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden 
manna , and will give him a white stone , and in the 
stone a new name written , which no man lenoweth , save 
him that receiveth it.” But this is done by the Master of 
all Mark lodges ( See Bernard's Light on Masonry, p. 99.) 
and your name sanctions the Mark lodges, and the legi- 
timate acts of all the lodges. You do not believe that 
“ the principles of speculative Freemasonry contain and 
inculcate in substance the same truth, and propose the 
same ultimate end, as the doctrines of Christianity 
taught by divine Revelation but the Grand Chapter 
of the State of New-York officially declare it ; ( see 
Town's Speculative Masonry , p . 13) and you support the 
Grand Chapter ; you ! 
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Christian Brethren , Freemasons ! 

The abominations of Freemasonry are tedious for 
you to hear ; but they are performed by some under 
guard of the tyler’s sword with no little zeq{« Incense 
is there burnt upon a mask altic to Jehovab£ ( Light 
on Masonry, p. 122.) An oath is there taken “I sol- 
emnly swear, (it should be i profanely swear) in the 
presence of that 1 will mvenge the assassina- 

tion of our grand master Hiram ^Cbiff, not only on the 
murderers, but also on all who may betray the secrets 
of this degree !” (Bernard's Light on Masonry , p. 198.) 
There you give your life, which is not yours to give, 
in pledge for your faithful performance of that which it 
is not lawful to do ; consenting yourself “to be struck 
with the dreadful poniard of vengeance," and also “ to 
be ready to inflict the same penalty (of death,) on all 
who shall betray the secrets of this degree." (Idem, p. 
200 : Elected Knights of Nine ; and Illustrious Elected 
of Fifteen.) There false prayers are repeatedly offered 
to the Majesty of heaven for deliverance from mock 
dangers, which the brethren create for their own amuse- 
ment. (Ibid, pp . 64. 131. 134.) There the visible pre- 
sence of Jehovah is contemptuously represented ; (ibid, 
p . 140.) Thbre the Ark of the Covenant is opened in 
vain show ; ( Ibid. p. 142.) There a human skull is put 
to the lips filled with wine, and, earth having been al- 
ready ransacked for penalties, and the immortal soul 
previously put in jeopardy of heaven in the oath of the 
Red Cross Knight, (Ibid. p. 150.) nothing is left to the 
Knight Templar for aggravation of punishment, but 
the fiery lake and the fellowship of devils f and the 
spirit of Freemasonry, sinking the offending soul to 
eternal perdition with the full weight of his own sins, 
attaches also to the masonic penalty “ all the sins com - 
mitted by the person whose skull this was ," should he 
“ever knowingly or wilfully violate any masonic obligation 
whatsoever ! 

Christian Brethren , Freemasons ! 

It is not sufferable. You belong to this order ; you 
support these abominations ; though you know not 
of their existence, they do exist ; they are the legitimate 
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operations of that secret order, which order you sustain 
with your name, not knowing the wickedness of the 
parts which lie beyond you. You are responsible for 
them, as the root is for the stock it rears, and as the 
stock is for the branches it puts forth. You may be 
novices in the mystery ; you may have only stepped 
within the threshold of the mystic temple, you may have 
even withdrawn your services from that partial entrance 
of the outer court; but your name is Freemason ; your 
name appears to strangers on the wall of the temple ; 
and your name, to their view, sanctions whatsoever is 
masonically done in the courts or yards, in the h$lls or 
chambers of the temple. You may flatter yourself that 
you are out, while your name remains in the society ; 
but it is not so. The world asks “ is bis name, by bis 
voluntary act, registered on that roll ?” “ It is 1” Then 
any young man, who honors you with the belief that 
you are a trusty man, will lightly enter the lodge, and 
enroll bis name there on your responsibility. Your 
name is all that the evil minded of the fraternity want. 
With the cover of your name at the outer gates, they 
will find bands to do the desired iniquity, far within the 
chambers you have never seen. That which they 
should not have, your name, you allow them ; that 
whieb might be of service tp restrain and correct them, 
your presence, you deny ; and thus your imperishable 
name dwells where you refuse to allow your perishable 
body so much as to enter ; and your influence and repu- 
tion are freely left to support a society which you hearth 
ly reprobate. 

Christian Brethren , Freemasons ! 

The Apostle charges us to lay aside all deceit and 
hypocrisy. Freemasonry is deceit and hypocrisy : it 
pretends to be wise, — we know it is foolish ; it pretends 
to be learned, — we know it to be absurd ; it pretends to 
be the gift of heaven, — we find it to be a servant of the 
destroyer. It dates from creation, but shows its name 
for the first time 112 years ago. It professes a repub- 
lican spirit, and arrays itself in all the splendor of 
affected royalty. It makes ungodly and impious men 
its high priests, and profanely surnames them, like the 
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holy Son of God* “forever after the order of MtUkise- 
deck.” Freemasonry is a lie, and the Father of lies 
must be the father of it. Therefore, you ought to for- 
sake its assemblies, and to come out from it openly. 
The light of your example should warn youth to avoid 
its snares, instead of leading youth into them ; and not 
for one moment ought you to allow your names to be 
quoted, as the silent members, and secret but actual 
supporters of this system of delusion, and of filthy 
abominations. 

FREEMASONRY AND JESUITISM. 

The organization of Freemasonry, like that of Jesuit- 
ism, is complicated and mysterious. The order ij* 
formed into forty or fifty classes or degrees, each class 
having its peculiar obligations. This arrangement, so 
important to the ready action of the body in matters of 
state, runs through all tbe details of the order. Power 
is divided and distributed among the various limbs and 
members, but the body is one, impelled by one spirit, 
and obedient to one head. They have an ostensible 
object, and a real object. To maintain and propagate 
the gospel was on the front of Jesuitism, as benevolence 
is on the front of Freemasonry, while the real aim of 
both has been self-aggrandizement . To this their cu- 
rious form, their vows of secrecy and of fidelity, and 
“their pliant morality, to soothe and gratify the pas- 
sions of men, and to fix their attachment to the order, 9 * 
alike tend, and in the accomplishment of their object, 
they have been equally and astonishingly successful, 

We are far from believing of the Jesuits, that as in- 
dividuals, they were the monsters of chicanery and 
treachery, which the doctrines and dogmas of the order 
prepared them to be. They were ornaments of human 
nature and blessings to society in their independent 
capacity. It was only when the man was lost in the 
Jesuit, that the pernicious character of Jesuitism dis- 
played itself, and all the machinery of its orders and 
classes was discovered to be an engine of political in- 
trigue fit to oppress every thing which gave it umbrage, 
rather than to accomplish the purposes of charity ; fit 
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to domineer over kings ana magistrates and people, to 

intermeddle in all affairs, and all factions ; and on all 
occasions to render the influence and good graces of the 
fraternity more important to success than useful to vir- 
tue and patriotism. — D'Alembert. 

It was evident at length, that so great a Society, so 
complicated, classified, secret, and extensive, was natu- 
rally adapted to other than religious services. The 
oppressed nations sought for the source of its actual 
power, and traced it to its system of Secret Associa- 
tions. “ The proofs of this are historical. The domi- 
nation of the Jesuits in Germany, Naples, and Italy, in 
the 17th century was founded on the system of Associa- 
tions. A remarkable act of the Genoese Republic in 
1604, is* evidence : it had been ascertained that the 
Jesuits had formed societies, with codes and resolutions 
opposed to the ordinances of the. state, and in which the , 
members took oaths to vote at the elections of the magis- 
tracy only for those of their association. The Genoese 
senate instantly prohibited this brotherhood from hold- 
ing any assembly.” Foreign Review , Oct. 1828. p. 311. 

Jesuitism and Freemasonry alike began independent 
of politics, and alike have run headlong into them ; and 
the pride and abuse of power, which they have both ex- 
hibited, makes it the patriot’s duty seriously to demand 
whether in an established state, it can be allowed that a 
peculiar body of subjects or citizens, should incorporate 
and regiment itself ; should establish a secret constitu- 
tion, tribunal, and code of laws, and appoint its own 
executive officers ; should combine and arrange rules 
of action, signs of recognition and rallying points both 
for darkness and light, no matter how pious or benevo- 
lent the object of such society may be ? — Foreign Rev. 
can a fraternity form itself into thirty or fifty ascending 
classes ; administer oaths of fraternal alliance, and of 
unconditional obedience to the secret laws, and unknown 
constitutions of the mysterious order, all for sake of 
sweet charity? It is impossible. Seven hundred bro- 4 
therhoods, or Lodges of Jesuits in Franoe, alarmed 
that nation A. D. 1742, although these “professed 
submission to princes and magistrates, and the doing 
of all kinds of good works.” And 2500 brotherhoods • » 
Vol. I. No. 10.— 4 
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of Freemasons in tbe United States may well alarm the: 
sovereign people, notwithstanding these too profess tirr 
meddle with neither politics nor religion, hat only with 
the exercise of brotherly love. 

Freemasons are connected with us by every secia! r 
civil, and religious tie. They are our kinsmen and 
brothers; they are our companions and neighbors. — 
They frown at once upon our jealousy of “the most an- 
cient and honorable,” “ the most benevolent and useful 
society that ever was, or, perhaps, ever will be and 
threaten to sever the friendly tics that bind us, if we 
cherish our doubts, if we publish our fears, yea, if we 
declare facts invulnerable as truth, to the prejudice of 
the vainglorious order. They would make us believe 
that we intermeddle with what concerns us hot ; or that, 
speaking with the knowledge of seceding masons, we 
are more to be suspected by tbe public in our open dec- 
larations, than tbe order is to be feared in its secret oaths ? 
more to be distrusted on a jury, than the men who are 
sworn to assist a brother out of difficulty, “whether he 
be right or wrong;” less to be l>elieved on the whnes* 
ses stand, than the men who will conceal the highest 
crimes of a brother mason, committed against the com- 
mands of God, and the laws of the land, “ murder and 
treason not excepted;” more to be dreaded in our political 
character, than the men who are secretly sworn to pre- 
fer the civil and military claims of a brother of this cbar- 
* itable society at the polls of an election ; and less te be 
trusted in a bargain, than the men, who lecture and 
learn to point with one finger or two, to get a secret 
advantage ever their fellow citizens in the ordinary 
transactions of life. 

Ah! brother masons, we are your neighbors and 
kinsfolks, as much as you are ours. A loss on this score 
would be mutal. We know that the masonic order i& 
guilty of these charges, that the institution of Freema- 
sonry is gudty ; but that you are personally guilty, we 
cannot affirm or deny. You may not have taken the 
Qegrees of your order in which these things are sworn 
and taught ; we do not say you Jlave. But we do say, 
that the order in its legitimate degrees, conferred by its 
, legally constituted authorities, requires and teaches 
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these very things, and things still worse. If you will 
quarrel with us for the sake of this secret institution, 
and sever the kind relations which subsist in society, for 
the attachment you cherish toward this mystic order, 
we regret it ; but you will permit us to draw consolation 
for our loss, from the increased confidence with which 
we shall shake by the hand those whom we continue to 
take by the hand, and from the joy we feel in common 
with all republicans, independent of the cabletow , on ac- 
count of our happy escape from the snares and pitfalls 
of a secret and powerful and selfish aristocracy. 

“It is certain,” says a celebrated French author, “that 
the greater part of the Jesuits, those who in that society 
(as elsewhere) interfere with nothing, and who are 
much more numerous among them than is imagined, 
ought not, had it been possible, to have been punished 
for the faults of their superiors. Thousands of these 
innocents were confounded unwillingly with a score of 
priminaku” — D’Alembert. 

It cannot possibly be different with respect to Free- 
masons, unless they condescend to create the distinction. 
The innocent are as a hundred, to one guilty ; but if 
tlie hundred will maintain the secret constitutions, which 
Justify that guilty one, they must all fare alike in the 
proscription and punishment of Freemasonry. We beg 
and intreat them to separate themselves ; to come out 
from the unclean thing ; to abandon the order whose 
laws and constitutions contravene the laws and consti- 
tutions of our country ; and if they will not hearken to 
us, we must resist them, for they are to be blamed. Are 
they freemen ? So are we. Are they honest men ? So 
are we. Are they lovers of peace ? So are we. Are 
they jealous of oppression ? So are we jealdus of op- 
pression. We are in no way their inferiors ; we are as 
free born, we are as kindly nurtured, we are as gener- 
ously tempered, and as bravbly instructed as they are. 
We have with them an important difference of opin- 
ion, which we will settle by the establishment of facts 
on legal evidence. We urge them only with the force 
of truth. ^ 

We have with them an important difference of opin- 
ion, vitally affecting the liberties of our country, which 
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wc will settle with them by the peaceful ballot box at 
the polls of the elections* We do not wish to proscribe 
them ; but we proscribe the secret order* Our resojju-t 
tion is taken ; Freemasonry must bite the dust. The 
means we use to destroy it, are in accordance with all 
our political and social usages. We publicly impeach 
it on the anniversary day of its great transgression.—* 
We circulate truth by papers and pamphlets, by ser- 
mons and orations ; and we enforce the moral weight 
of our deliberate opinions, by the free exercise of our 
elective franchise. O, glorious Liberty, which makes 
morals and politics one ! — Which unites those often se- 
parated principles of action — and carries the axioms of 
a sound morality into the very heights and depths of 
political activity ! Glorious principle of Antunasonry, 
to restore the golden age of republicanism, and to es- 
tablish a new dynasty, in which it is not asked of what 
party name is* the candidate ; but is he a free man , as 
well as free born ? Is he free from secret oaths of self* 
ishncs8 ? Is he free from obligations to a mystic bro- 
therhood, enforced with the penalty, of death, and sealed 
with human blood ? Is he free from every pledge of 
secret favoritism? Is he free to exercise impartial jus- 
tice, to distribute equal favor, and to show common 
kindness to all his fellow-citizens alike ? Is he free to 
take the oaths of public office ? Or has he already upon 
his conscience, and upon his soul, an oath to a govern- 
ment, which is not this Republican Government ? an 
oath to obey a law, which is not the public law of the 
land ? an oath to serve, and to defend any constitutions 
which are not the free constitutions of our country. 
Then he may be a Freemason ; 

“ A brother to princes, and fellow to kings 

Ahman Mezon, 

he may be a “ most excellent high priest,” a “ sublime 
and most illustrious knight of the order of St. John, of 
Jerusalem,” or even a “sovereign prince of the royal 
secret;” but we will prefersthe freeman, who is the 
friend of all his fellow-citizens, to this sworn brother of 
a secret aristocracy. 
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Sound principle and masonic management conspire 
to make us take this course. The crqJt charge it upon 
us as a reproach ; we fasten it to our nag, as a motto : 
Anti-masonry, and down with knavery . It has been too 
long that we were blinded to facts, like those declared ' 
by Cadwallader D. Golden,- by Ner Middleswarth, by 
Colver and Thacher, and Mulford. “ It must be ob- 
vious that the whole machinery of the institution of 
Freemasonry is peculiarly adapted to political intrigue.” 
The present condition of Pennsylvania fully illustrates 
this trHtb. On canvassing for a candidate to be put in 
nomination for governor of the state, five or six thousand 
votes in Philadelphia alone, are said, by high masonic 
authority, to be dependent on .the candidate’s assuming 
the obligations of a mason. Mr. Middleswarth might 
be excused from the cabletow and red breeches, but not 
from the oaths of Freemasonry ! 

This estimate is well enough for the secret of the 
Lodge room ; but published in patriotic exposure, by the 
speaker of the house of representatives of Pennsylvania, 
it is too high by one half. The people will not fulfil it ; 
the hood is lifted from their eyes, and they will shift 
their votes to the pther side of the account with a tre- 
mendous balance against Freemasonry. Twenty two 
masons in the city of Lancaster, Pa. hold thirty one 
offices! But in the village of Brooklyn, N. Y. it is 
said on the best masonic authority, that an indefinite 
number of masons hold every office among their 12000 
fellow-citizens, from President to Constable ! In the 
city of New York no man has attempted to go through 
with the inquiry into the number of mason office hol- 
ders ; the work is arduous, but it will be done. In the 
mean time, it is easy to learn, on inquiry, that the 
Mayor r the Recorder, all the superior Judges, the Cir- 
cuit Judge, the President Judge, and a large quota of 
Aldermen are Freemasons. We do not impugn their 
official purity and integrity; but we are free to say, 
that occasions offer on which we could repose less limit- 
ed confidence in them, were they free of all ties and 
oaths, except the public ties and oaths of their several 
offices. Human nature is weak enough at the bent, 
without e secret and selfish oath to betray it. “ Lead 
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us not into temptation,” is a prayer contrary to the spir- 
it anti to the letter of masonic obligations. We respect 
our republican institutions more, than any incumbents 
of office, and with honorable Freemasons we frankly 
remonstrate against their seeming to keep oaths so 
much at variance, as the oaths of Freemasonry, and the 
oaths of their country. 

The people ask of every candidate for public office, 
and they have a right to ask of freemasons ; 4 are there 
yet the treasures of wickedness in the house of the 
wicked, and the scant measure which is abominable ? 
Shall we count you pure unth the wicked balances, and 
with the bag of deceitful weights V — Micah . This com- 
munity cannot count the men pure who resolutely keep 
their masonic oaths. These oaths are before the public, 
and in their literal interpretation they are unanimously 
accounted a scant measure in the conscience of the 
keeper ; and concealed in the breast of the wicked, they 
are a false balance, and a bag of deceitful weights. In 
the scales of justice, and in the even balance of a fair 
and honorable competition for public favor, the obliga- 
tions of Freemasonry are false weights, not publicly 
stamped and sealed, but privately concealed ; they are 
not equal, and they are kept hid because they are not 
equal. “Cum honesta semper publica gaudeant, scelera 
secreta sint.” Things honorable delight in publicity ; but 
sin conceals itself 

The oath of office requires the candidate elect 4 to 
discharge the duties of his office according to the con- 
stitution and laws of the State, without any fear, favor, 
partiality, affection, or hope of reward but if he is a 
freemason, as high as the degree of Master, he has pre- 
viously taken an oath of selfish duty to the secret broth- 
erhood, which oath binds him by ties not common to 
the community, but partial to the members of the fra- 
ternity ; which binds him to aid, defend, and support a 
brother mason without legal stint or moral limitation, 
in the words of the oath ! Not deciding that a public 
officer, a freemason, always observes his masonic, in 
prejudice to his official oath ; or that he observe? his 
official oath to the entire neglect of his masonic obliga- 
tions, the People decide that the oaths, of officd and of 
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freemasonry, are inconsistent, and they reject from their 
ballots the names of sworn freemasons. 

Freemasonry sends up a full volume of cries, loud and 
long as those of the old craftsmen : “ Great is Diana 
of the Ephesians,” in which a multitude ignorantly 
joiq, exclaiming Persecution ! Proscription ! ! Antima- 
sonry is political ! ! ! As if it were persecution to re- 
fuse to keep ardent spirits in our houses ; or pros- 
cription to refuse our vote to a man who does not 
please us ; or a crime for men to come to the polls 
in the spirit of freemen, frankly avowing a whole- 
some and salutary jealousy of a secret and power- 
ful and offending fraternity ! Antimasonry is erect. — 
In New York, Pennsylvania and Vermont, its step is 
firm, and its foothold is sure. The political controversy 
is unavoidable; men have only to inquire: “what part 
shall I take in it ?” The battle is joined. Victory alone 
can part the combatants. Spear crosses spear, the 
clash of hostile swords is heard on the breeze. The 
shouts of contending parties resound from Lake Erie to 
Massachusetts Bay ; from the Green Mountains along 
the whole line of the Alleghany to Alabama, they roll 
on with the voice of distant, but terrible thunder, 
making the guilty tremble in the utmost borders of 
our inhabited country. It is a glorious strife for 
liberty ; the midnight robber of our equal privileges has 
felt the forceful spear of Antimasonry in the depth of 
his darkest caverns, and now, with a lusty voice, cries 
craven , on the field where the battle began. In Monroe 
county, the dastard foe surrenders both his camp and 
his baggage at a blow. Many of the Lodges and Chap- 
ters of Freemasonry in the western district of New 
York, throw down their Charters, break up their ranks, 
and take to the bush. An open field they shun in bat- 
tle, as they do the light of day in the lodge room ; and 
they surrjfcider their banners, the better to carry on 
their secret war of ambuscades. 

The y ing of the prophet is wonderfully fulfilling : 
“ Helnfrom beneath is moved for thee to meet thee at 
thy coming : it stirreth up the dead for thee. How art 
thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! 
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How art thou cut down to the ground that didst weaken 
the nations !” 

Many General Grand Freemasons lift up the ejacu- 
lation of idolatrous Micah : “ Ye have taken away my 
gods, and what have I left ?” Their tyler’s sword no 
longer avails them, the grand hailing sign of distress 
excites no sympathy in this war, and the omnific word 
of a royal arch mason cannot save the charitable sons 
of light from political overthrow. 

This day a year will see the national Convention of 
freemen at Philadelphia, convened to carry the war of 
annihilation against Freemasonry into every section 
and corner of the nation. The blow struck we will 
steadily follow up, trying the boasted mystery of ages 
with the touchstone of the ballot box. We will know 
whether this bragging order, which pretends to have 
survived the wreck of the old world, and the changes 
of nearly six thousand years, can support itself through 
the changes of a republican administration, and the 
wreck of public confidence. We will test the potency 
of its mystic gavel, the evenness of its Christian temper, 
and the gallantry of its brave knights. We will try the 
authority of its grand Commanders, and Sublime Sove- 
reigns ; we will know the holiness of its most excellent 
High Priests, and Reverend Generals, we will prove the 
awful power of its secret Gods, Mah-hah-bone, and Jah- 
buh-lun. We will shame its proud look ; we will tame 
its vituperous spirit, and we will break its very bones 
with the soft words of wisdom and of righteousness. 
With the blessing of our God, and of our father’s God, 
we will push on the victory from conquering to con- 
quer/ until the knell of Freemasonry is toHfed in every 
county in the State, and in every state of the Union ; 
and until triumphant Antimasonry proclaims a new day 
of jubilee in the Capitol of our country. 
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MEMOIR OF THE JESUITS* 

. Freemasonry is not the only secret and dangerous 
combination of men, which has threatened the nations 
of the earth. The members of the order have such 
confidence in it, and the community have so great res- 
pect for them, that Antimasons can hardly bring their 
views home to the hearts of many citizens who love 
their country, and hate all iniquity. In this article we 
intend to hold up the Society of Jesuits, as a mirror to 
reflect a faithful representation of some of the most 
odious and alarming features of Freemasonry. 

The Jesuits were religionists of the 16th, 17th, and 
18th, centuries, who aimed at universal influence and 
.power. From Canada in the North W est to China in the 
South East, and from Patagonia to the Arctic circle, their 
societies were once to be found. They were a secret or- 
der of £iigh pretensions. Their name was one of pride 
and blasphemy, the Society of Jesus . Their members 
were men of talents and learning, of prudent zeal and 
indefatigable industry, so much so, that no body of men 
of tl^eir time could in these points compare with them. 

‘ Not a Jesuit but can say, like the Demon in Scripture : 
My name is Legion ; an offence to one of the mysteri- 
ous order is resented by many thousands. Never did a 
republican love his country, as every Jesuit loves his 
Society ; the very lowest of its members interests him- 
self in its glory, of which he thinks some rays reflect 
upon himself. There is not even to their brother the 
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Mok, or the ipotkactry, one among them who is not 
pvood and jealous of it. They are all pot in action at 
once by this single spring, which one man directs at his 
^pleasure. This lore for their society subsists even in 
those who hare left it : whether it be a real attachment 
founded upon gratitude, or a policy founded on interest, 
or on fear, there is hardly an ex-Jesuit preserves not 
his connexions with his old brethren; and who, even 
though he has reason to complain of them, does not 
show himself attached to their interests, and ready to 
defend them against their enemies. 9 D. Alembtrt % 
p. 42. 

Professing to be a religious order, they made the row 
of porerty and they attained great wealth : professing 
to be a religious order, they disclaimed meddling with 
politics, and they grew to enormous political power ; 
professing to be a religious order, they abjured the 
world ; and they exercised a spirit of intrigue and am- 
bition, of insolence and oppression, that at length ruin- 
ed them. Their society became nearly half what the 
eloquent Mr. Brainard in 1825 described his Fraterni- 
ty to be: “ What is Masonry now? It is powerful. 
It comprises men of rank, wealth, office, and talent, in 
power and out of power, and that in almost every 
place where power is of any importance ; and among 
the other class of community, to the lowest, large num- 
bers, capable of being directed by the efforts of others, 
so as to have the force of concert throughout the civilized 
world. They are distributed too, With the means of 
knowing each other, and the means of keeping secret, 
and the means of co-operating in the Desk, in (be Le- 
gislative Hall, on the Bench, in every gathering of men 
of business, in every party of pleasure, in every en- 
terprise of government, in every domestic circle, in 
peace and in war, among enemies and friends, and in 
one place as well as another. It is too late to talk of 
the propriety of continuing or suppressing Freemason- 
ry, after the time to do so has gone by : good or bad, 
the world must take it as it is. Think of it, laugh at 
it, hate it, or despise it, still it is not only what I have 
told you, but it will continue to be ; and a world in arms 
cannot stop it. 9 ’ 
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The Jesuits became formidable, factious,/ and turbu- 
lent ; and for this cause every statein Europe sought 
to be purged of them. 

. Their political power was alone a crime. * No society 
ought to be suffered under a wise government, which 
accumulates wealth and numbers sufficient to make the 
society formidable to the constituted authorities and to 
the laws. And notwithstanding the Jesuits became for- 
midable rather by the acquisition of power under the 
government, than by opposition to the rulers of the 
people, still the jealousy of the magistrates awakened, 
and Jesuitism deservedly became a proverb. 

Tlie controversy began upon the doctrines of the Je- 
suits, and it was vigorously pursued,' as many now would 
have us pursue the masonic question, independent of 
politics. The immortal Pascal in the Provincial Let- 
ters gathered up their absurdities of doctrine, and over- 
whelmed them with an irony equally chaste and irre- 
sistible. “ This Master Piece of pleasantry and elo- 
quence diverted and moved the indignation of all Eu- 
rope at their expense. Their answers, illwritten and 
full ef gall, were not read, while every body knew the 
Provincial Letters by heart.” No triumph of a moral 
nature could be more complete, than that of Paschal 
over the Jesuits. By it he gained a name greatly to be 
desired, a name that has outlived his enemies, and that 
will live, when the society of Jesuits have passed en- 
tirely away ; but the society itself long outlived him. 

They were not built on moral principles, and there- 
fore, they were not overthrown by exposing their false 
maxims. They stood upon the strength of their politi- 
cal power ; and they were able to prostrate their foes in. 
the dust, and to crush many under foot, a century after 
their entire moral discomfiture by Paschal . 

Their doctrine of Probabilism , by which every doubt- 
er is permitted to take the more convenient side, and 
is safe if be take a probable side, though he may think 
the opposite side is the more probable, made sport for « 
the inhabitants of Europe 100 years, without sensibly 
shaking the power of the Jesuits. They taught,— 
(they — that is one of their moralists with the sanction of 
his book by the proper authorities of the ordpr, taught,) 
that “in cose of a matter before a judge, where both 
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sides are equally probable, the judge may . lawfully de- 
cide in favor of bis private friend and that he may, 
moreover, “ decide first on one side, and then revoke 
his decision, with the object of serving his friend, provi- 
ded it be done without incurring scandal which is the 
exact spirit of Freemasonry. They were known to be 
men of talent and of general integrity, men of learning 
and of piety, and above all, men of tremendous authori- 
ty united in one body, able to point a thousand swords 
at any life, and a thousand tongues at any character, 
that might oppose them. One man with mental vigor 
enough literally to execute upon them Capt. Bobadil’s 
plan of defeating an army, and, indeed ten thou- 
sand such men fell upon them singly with great 
courage and vigor. The Jesuits in unbroken phalanx, 
defended themselves “ by exclaiming against the injus- 
tice of condemning the whole body for the extravagance 
of a few, of presuming the actual evil of their opinions 
from documents long past away, never extensively cir- 
culated, and now buried in the dust of libraries,” and 
the event showed how inefficient are individual attacks 
upon disciplined bodies of men, and how useless is a 
moral controversy, to settle a disputed point sustained 
by political power. 

The arm of the law, however, was too strong for their 
system, and their discipline. They fled before it with 
the terror of guilt, when it had once broken their sword 
of political power, and burst their armor of mystery. 
Pope Clement 14 th denounced and abolished the society, 
and we regret that another, in the chair of St Peter has 
since seen fit to restore it. 

The Jesuits might have continued their triumphant 
influence had they not used it in a way to call into their 
moral controversy the arm of the magistracy. In Por- 
tugal this was effected by their assassination of the reign- 
jg g prince, and in France by their refusing to pay their 
just debts, and, also, refusing to administer the holy sa- 
crament to their religious and prostrate enemies the 
Jansenists. They were expelled without ceremony from 
Portugal, and in France, by an arret of Parliament, 
their lectures were stopped, 1st April 1762, and in the 
following August, 6th day, .their institute was unanim- 
ously condemned, their vows were declared not binding, 
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and the order was dissolved, and its effects sold. The 
Parliament had previously drawn up and’ published a 
list of Jesuit opinions, extracted from their authentic 
publications, “a grand bill of 'indictment against the 
order, a national accusation taken out of its own pro> 
fane and profligate lips.” This cpurse might be adopted 
with the very best effect against Freemasonry. There 
are materials enough in the hands of a thousand ene- 
mies of the mystic order, to furnish such a bill of indict- 

g ient, as the nation may recieve, and the American 
eople will try with the witness of truth, and with the 
jury of the ballot box, according to the best established 
precedents of Republican jurisprudence. 

Freemasonry has, also, many votaries. We do them no 
wrong by exposing the system; but we do them a ser- 
vice. This cunningly devised falsehood has blinded the 
eyes, perverted the understanding, and corrupted the * 
heart, of many intelligent citizens. A free and peacea- 
ble citizen of this Republic, has been maliciously tom 
from his wife and«hildren,and deliberately put to death, 
cooly butchered, after long consultation, and repeated 
advisement, by highly respectable individuals^ and 
many men in high standing were privy to the design, 
and assisted in the preliminary measures, although few 
were present at the fatal catastrophe. 

Day by day new discoveries are made of the iniquity 
of an institution which has ever been equally studious to 
proclaim its charities, and to conceal its crimes. While 
each honest member may. have individually known but 
a single instance of corruption, and hoped it Was the 
only one, all the Fraternity and the world have been 
stunned with its praiseworthy benevolence. Now when 
inquiry is awakened, and public scrutiny runs through 
the land it is astonishing what a heap of crime is accu- 
mulated upon the head of this mystery. Bringing to- 
gether in one mass, the crimes before isolated in every * 
corner, they are a mountain of iniquity equally surpri- 
sing and alarming. So it was in the breaking up of the 
military Order of Knights Templars in the 14 th cen- 
tury, and the order of Jesuits under notice. 

But the reader cannot suppose that the society of 
the Jesuits fell without a struggle, and disappeared with- 
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out excitement.' Their mend influence was prodigious, 
and their political ascendancy eras paramount. To rim 
upon thorn outright eras too much for the courage of that 
a£e m France. ■ To save appearances, the bity of in- 
dictment made out by Parliament run against the pre- 
tended Jesuits ; and great fears were entertained for the 
fide of religion, and the peace of society in the result. | 
The grossness of the charges exhibited against them, 
and the atrocity of the extracts quoted from their stand- 
ard authors, were such as to stumble public belief ; and 
had not their avowed theory of infidelity and regicide 
been reduced to practice by their more zealous brethren, 
the world could not have believed the righteous charges. 
But the heinousness of the charges against Jesuitism is 
no evidence of the want of truth ; “and there is tre- 
mendous proof, that whatever might be the guih of their 
principles, it was sustained by the guilt of their practi- 
ces.” For. Rev. p. 921. 

Societies, like men, become vicious by degrees, they 
do not venture upon the cold and cruel slaughter of their 
fellow-men for their first offence; they approximate this 
height of crime by regular steps in the lower degrees of i 
iniquity. The investigation of F. M. now in the Vigor J 
of youth, fetches them to light, and exposes them tojhon* | 
est hoodwinked brethren, and to the world. Where this . 
investigation has been conducted a length of time suffi- 
cient to allow its results fairly to operate upon the public 
mind, the people by an overwhelming majority, have 
given the fullest demonstration of their abhorrence and { 
distrust of Freemasonry. The churches have spoken 
distinctly, and are yet speaking, that the order of Tree- ( 

masonry is anti-chrutian. The people at the polls have i 
pronounced it hostile to our civil liberties, and^o our po- 1 
litical institutions. The honest members of the Frater- 
nity are themselves openly forsaking it by tens, and by 
fifties. 

For at the West, inquiry has so alarmed the people 
that they have lost their confidence in the tribunals of 
public justice. “ They believe,” says the excellent re- 
port of the Senate upon this subject, " that masonry ex- 
erts its influence in civil, as well as criminal cases ; in 
arbitrations, references, trials by jury, before justices of 
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the peace, and in the higher courts. Formerly from 
one-half to two-thirds of their justices, belonged to the 
fraternity of masons;-— now not one in twenty are of the 
initiated : and this change has been chiefly produced by 
their entire conviction of the fact, that masonry pervades 
and influences the courts of justice.” And such a storm 
have the confessed and apparent outrages of the con- 
ceited mystery raised in that region, that the Fraternity 
not only fly before it, but wisely yield to it, and honestly 
surrender their charters. 

The Jesuits carried on a trade with the island of Mar- 
tinico. In the war between France and England, du- 
ring which Wolf and Montcalm fell on the same con- 
tested field, and Washington began his glory, these affi- 
liated traders met with some losses, which they wished 
to leave upon the hands of their correspondents at Ly- 
ons and Marseilles. “ The merchants, robbed and treat- 
ed like fools by the Jesuits, attacked them in the regular 
way of justice.” The Jesuits, in order to make their 
expected triumph more brilliant and complete, demand- 
ed that the cause should be brought before tho great 
chamber of the Parliament of Paris. They lost it there 
unanimously, and were condemned to pay large sums to 
the merchants, with a prohibition again to meddle with 
commerce. In the law-suit it had been debated whether 
in reality the Jesuits were, by their constitutions, an- 
i swerable one for the other. This question furnished 
i Parliament with a very natural opportunity of demand- 
i ing a sight of those famous constitutions, which had 
i never been examined. The examination of these, and 
l afterwards of their books, furnished legal means, more 
than sufficient for declaring their institution contrary to 
the laws of the kingdom, and to the obedience due to the 
sovereign, and contrary to the tranquillity of the state. 
— jy Alembert. 

Abundant testimony is exhibited to shew, that the 
masonic institution is more contrary to the constitution 
and laws of this Republic, and to the tranquillity of the 
state ; but it is not legal evidence. The public are 
deeply interested to know the truth in this matter ; and 
to know it with the assurance, which the calm decisions 
of our legal tribunals never fail to inspire. This assu- 
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ranee may be properly attained, by trying the compe- 
tency of a Royal Arch Mason, to give his testimony, or 
to sit on a jury, where a brother Royal Arch Mason is 
on trial by indictment. The Court will not inquire, 
whether the witness, or challenged juror deems his 
Royal Arch oath incompatible with the impartiality of 
a witness and of a juror ; but they will inquire : “ have 
you taken the Royal Arch Mason oath ?” “ I have.” 

“ Please to step aside until we learn the precise character 
of that oath.” Ten thousand honest masons may be 
found, in good standing with the order, who, if called 
upon by the legal authority, would either frankly say 
that they could not testify in the case without implica- 
ting themselves, or else would true and faithful answer 
give to the questions put by the court. 

This course is very plain ; we rejoice to have it so. 
We make our mark, and challenge the Fraternity to 
cross it. We throw our glove at the bar of our legal 
tribunals ; let those who contradict us, take it up if they 
dare. We challenge them to judicial combat ; we defy 
them to meet us before twelve men impanneled in due 
form of law. We are sure that such a trial would place 
Freemasonry in the condition of Jessuitism, when the 
Parliament of Paris demanded a sightof the Jesuit con- 
stitutions. We know it would furnish legal evidence 
of the iniquity of the order, which would be irresistible 
and overwhelming, not to show that every Freemason 
is a knave; but that the constitutions of the order 
would have him so. We dispute no roan’s word ; hon- 
est masons may declare that they know of no evil in 
Freemasonry. We believe them ; but they will allow 
us also to know, and from their own ranks to prove, 
that every point in the oaths revealed in Bernard’s Light 
on Masonry, is exacted by regularly constituted lodges 
of Freemasonry ; and when that is proved to the entire 
satisfaction of the court and jury, the inquiring public 
will know and the honest masons will learn something 
they did not know before, viz. that there is evil in Free- 
masonry. 

Until we have opportunity to submit the oaths of Free- 
masonry, to the trial of a high court, we in conslusion 
offer for consideration the following questions carefully 
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prepared front those propounded to the Jesuits in the 
year of their dissolution in France, as recorded in the 
history of their destruction by D’Alembert. 

1. Are not the people competent of themselves, and 
by their legal representatives, to decide whether any 
secret or benevolent institution be conformable or con- 
trary to the laws of this republic ? 

2. Did not the citizens who have submitted them* 
selves to the institution of Freemasonry, submit to it, 
on the supposition, nay, in the persuasion, that it was 
approved by the laws and by the people ? 

3. If the people or their representatives, having at 
first permitted or tolerated the institution, come after- 
wards to be of opinion that it is contrary to the laws of 
the republic would the good citizens, who have subjected 
themselves to this institution, do wrong to renounce it ? 
Would they err in accounting their vow of obedience to 
the order, inconsistent with the obedience they owe from 
their birth both to the commands of God, and to the con- 
stitutions of their country? 

4. If the vow which they have made as citizens, be 
Contrary to that they have made as Freemasons, is not 
this second vow null of itself, being destroyed by a vow 
more ancient and more sacred ? 

5. If they think themselves, notwithstanding this con- 
sideration, engaged by their vow of obedience to the or- 
der, ought not the people and their legal reprsentatives 
to declare that they are disqualified for the discharge 
of any public trust ? 

We do not believe that the Jesuits were naturally 
worse men, than their contemporaries, or that they be- 
came jesuits with criminal views. We do not believe 
that the individuals were, as private citizens, worse, than 
any equal number of their fellow citizens. The mischief 
was not in the men ; it was in their form of social con- 
stitution, in their oaths of obligation to the order, in 
their wide distribution of immense power, concentred 
in one body, actuated by one spirit of self aggrandise- 
ment, and governed by one head of the order. The 
mischief of Jesuitism was not so much in the men, or 
in the object of their association, as it was in the mode 
of action they adopted to attain that object. They or- 
Vol. I— 11.— 2. 
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ganized iot o companies, like an army ; into highet 
grades like an aristocracy ; under one chief, likea des- 
potism ; and they worked this complicated machine with 
secret springs, concealed from the world, and from the 
inspection of even the great body of the order itself. 
Here was the mischief. We believe that man is inca- 
pable of exercising great power uncontroled by public 
accountability, without abusing it. Whether it be reli- 
gious Jesuitism, or social Freemasonry, the organization, 
the power, and the secret operation, are the same ; ex- 
cept that Freemasonry is much the more secret and 
complicated of the two. And it may be doubted 
whether angels in such a society, could resist the 
temptation always held out to sin. It is not the fault 
of Jesuits or Freemasons individually, that their socie- 
ties are regarded with jealousy, or have fallen into dis- 
repute ; but it is the constitutional fault of their social 
organization, and their unaccountable mode of public 
action, which renders them alike objects of democratic 
hostility, and of republican dread. It is their secret 
government, their fraternal obligations, their mutual 
confidence, and their spiritual love to the order, which 
fasten them together, right or wrongs and incline the 
whole body downward in the race equally of time and 
sin. A secret society cannot improve in virtue. Its ten- 
dency is irrevocably to err, to become wholly corrupt. 
History affords no example of one which has not fallen 
into disgrace, or of one which has ever purified itself, 
or been purified^save only by dissolution, and death. 


A LIST 

Of Masonic authors and their works, proper to be trusted 
for the trudHistory of Freemasonry ; and, although they have not all 
the same value with the fraternity , not one of them is apocryphal . 

Book of Constitutions. By James Anderson, London . 1723. 
ThisAnderson is the Herodotus of Freemasonry. We have 
been unable yet to possess the first edition of his work, and now use 
'* Constitutions of the Ancient and Honorable fraternity of Free 
and accepted masons, containing their history, charges, regula- 
tions, Ac. Collected and digested by order of the Grand 'Lodge 
from their old records, faithful traditions and lodge books, for the 
use of the lodges. By James Anderson, D. D. Carefully revi- 
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sed, continued, and enlarged with many additions. By John En- 
tick, M. A. London, 4to. 1756. 

Illustrations of Masonry. By William Preston, Past Mas- 
ter of the Lodge of Antiquity, acting by immemorial custom. First 
American from Strahan’s tenth London Edition. Portsmouth 
1804. 12mo. 400 p. p. 

It is the singular praise of this author, that from A. D. 1788 to 
A. D. 1825, thirteen editions of this work were called for by the 
British public. We shall quote it by his name. Preston . 

Ahiman Rezon. By Lawrence Dermott, Deputy Grand Mas- 
ter Of the Ancient Masons. [This is the excellent father of all the 
family of Ahiman Rezons] 8vo. 284 p. p. London A. D. 1764. 

Hutchinson's spirit of Masonry. 18mo. 130. p. p. with the 
official sanction of the grand officers of the Grand Lodge of Eng- 
land. Reprinted at New-York A. D. 1802. [In the very highest 
esteem of great masons.] We quote it ; Hutchinson.” 

Use and abuse of Freemasonry ; a work of the greatest utility 
to the brethren of the society, to mankind in general, and to the 
ladies in particular. By Capt. George Smith, Inspector of the 
Royal Military Academy at Woolwich, Provincial Grand Master 
for the county of Kent, and R. A. London. 1783. 8vo. 400 p. *d 
[This work speaks with the dignity and assurance of a royal mili- 
tary and most excellent masonic Grand Master.] We quote it; 
Smith. 

CalcotVs Disquisition upon Freemasonry. 8vo. 

The History of Freemasonry, drawn from authentic sources 
<of information, with an account of the Grand Lodge of Scotland 
from its institution in 1736 to the present time, compiled from the 
records ; and an appendix of original papers. By Alexander Law- 
rie, Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Scotland. 8vo. 340 
p. p. Edinburg. 1804. A work of learning and respectability. 
We quote it : Lawrie. 

The Freemason’s Pocket Companion, containing the ori- 
gin, progress aud present state of that Ancient Fraternity, &c. 
&c. Air, Scotland, A. D. 1792. 12mo. 300 p. p. 

The Antiquities of Freemasonry, comprising illustrations 
of the five grand periods of Masonry, from the creation of 
the world, to the dedication of king Solomon’s temple, with 4 
maps. By George Oliver, vicar of Clee in the county of Lincoln, 
Past Grand Chaplain for. the same county, and domestic Chap- 
lain to the Rt. Hon. Lord Kensington. London. 1823. 8vo. 366 p. p. 
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Signs and Symbols, illustrated and explained in a course of 12 
lectures on Freemasonry, By the same. Grimsby, Eng. 1826. 
8vo. 248 p. p. 

The Stab in the East, showing the analogy which exists be 
tween the Lectures of Freemasonry, the mechanism of initiation 
into its mysteries, and the Christian Religion. By the same. 
London 1825. 18mo. 172 p. p. 

American Freemasonry. 

The following treatises published in the U. S. have not only the 
sanction of the use, but the written and authentic recommendation 
of the several Grand Fraternities named in their several title pages. 

The Freemason’s Monitor, or Illustrations of Masonry in two 
parts. By Thomas Smith Webb, sanctioned by the Grand Royal 
Arch Chapter of the state of Rhode Island. Providence A. D. 
1808. 12mo. 336 p. p. we quote it : Webb's Monitor. 

Ahiman Rezon, abridged and digested, By 'V illiam Smith D.D. 
Sanctioned by the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania. Philadelphia 
A. D. 17*3. 12mo, 166 p. p. We quote it. Constitutions of Pa. 

Ahiman Rezon, for the use of the Grand Lodge of South Car- 
olina, Ancient York Masons : compiled and arranged at the request 
of the Grand Lodge and published by their authority. By Fred- 
erick Dalcho. Charleston, S. C. A. D, 1807. 8vo. 234 p. p. 
We quote it : Constitutions of S. C. 

The Maryland Ahiman Rezon of Free and accepted masons 
containing the history of Masonry from the establishment of the 
Grand Lodge to the -present time compiled by order of the Grand 
Lodge of Maryland. By Br. G. Keatinge. Baltimore 1797. 
12mo. 272 p. p. We quote it : Constitutions of Maryland. 

The Freemasons’ Library, and General Ahiman Rezon, con- 
taining a delineation of the true principles of Freemasonry, &e. 
By Samuel Cole, P. M. of Concordia and Cassia Lodges. P. G. S. 
of the G. L. of Md. K. T. K. M &c. 2d Ed. Baltimore, 1826. 
8vo. 390 p. p. Sanctioned by the Grand Lodge of Maryland. 

The true Masonic Chart, &c. By Rt. Worshipful Jeremy 
L. Cross, Grand Lecturer. New-Haven. A. D. 1820. 12mo. 200 
p. p. sanctioned by the General Grand Chapter of the U. S. 

Constitutions of the ancient and honourable Fraternity of 
Free and accepted Masons, &c. By the Rev. Thaddeus M. Har- 
ris, A. M. member of the Mass. His. Soc. and chaplain to the 
Grand Lodge of Mass. 2d Ed. published under the sanction of the 
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Grand Lodge. Worcester, Mass, in the Ohristiaa era 1798 : in 
the year of Light 5798. We quote it : Constitutions of Mass . 

Town’s Speculative Masonry, l2mo. 2d Ed. sanctioned by 
the Grand Chapter of the state of New- York. 

The true Ahiman Rezon. or a help to all that are or would be 
Free and Accepted Masons : dedicated by order of the Grand 
Liodge of New-York to Georoe Washington, New-York City, 
1805. 275 pages, 12mo. We quote it: Const . of N. Y. 

Essais Historiques et critiques sur la Franche Maconnerie. 
Far Mons. J. L. Laurens. Paris, 1805. 8vo.2G6 p. p. We quote 
it : Laurens . 

> Hbrmes ou Archives Maconniques. Par une Societe De F. 
M. 2 vols 8yo. Paris 1818. 22. 

Ann ales Mac. dedies a son Altesse serenissime Le Priaee Cam- 
baceres, Archi-chancelier de 1’ empire et. G. M. del* Orient M. en 
France. Par Caillot R. C. eight volumes 12mo. from A. D. 1807 
to 18101 t 


History of Freemasonry. 

Mankind love the marvellous. No degree of extrav- 
agance surpasses the reach of human credulity. The 
philosopher’s stone and the universal medicine are 
monuments of frailty, in the 1 6th and 17th centuries, as 
reproachful to that era, as Freemasonry is to this. The 
enlightened Greek and the brave Roman bowed to 
greater follies than either of these ; and all history tells 
vs of the learning and idolatry of Egypt, of the power 
and astrology of Chaldea, and of the offence at Babel, 
committed by the very sons of those, who were mir- 
aculously preserved through the deluge. 

Freemasonry is not the only mote in the eye of this 
age; and while we pluck it out, we are humble still, lest 
a beam appear for the next generation to pull from 
orbs that now see clearly* The antiquity of Freema- 
fionry entirely blinds some, and perverts the vision of a 
large majority; but it yields to the eyestone of his- 
tory, the application of which we now gently renew. 

The order of Freemasonry claim, by many of their 
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most approved writers, a lodge in heaven before time, 
and make Eden the first earthly abode of their holy 
system. Moses occupies a principal share in the cere- 
monies of the order, indicative of the interest he took 
in the solemn mysteries of the living arch, and the tri- 
ple triangle, and the omnific word, Jah-bu-lun ! More- 
over, if the whole thing were not false, Solomon must 
have reformed Freemasonry, aud have given it the bene- 
fit of his wisdom and learning. Hardly a Masonic wri- 
ter of eminence fails to deduce the order from, or 
through, the ancient idolatrous priests of Egypt* the sect 
of the Essenes among the Jews, the Grecian mysteries 
of Eleusis, the school of Pythagoras, and the Druids of 
Germany, Britain, and Gaul. “ Wonderful mystery ! 
these are not half thy various forms, while the ancient 
landmarks and usages have ever been the same, and thy 
laws remain like those of Media and Persia, immutable, 
so that thou swearest with an oath, no earthly power 
can change them.” In addition to the above modes of 
existence the learned Mr. Laurie brings Freemasonry to 
us by the way of the Ionian architects, Finch by the 
way of the Gypsies, Ashmole by the way of the Rosi- 
crucians, and Dermott by the way of the masons. Vol- 
taire gives it birth in Flanders in the 14th century ; 
Chevalier Ramsey in the Crusades, in the 12th century ; 
and Paine in the religion and times of the ancient 
Druids; while most men, m actons or not, at this day 
confess, that they neither know, nor can guess, in the 
midst of all this confusion, at what time or place Free- 
masonry did begin. 

The time has been in which darkness covered this sub- 
ject from our view ; but the cloud moved off by throwing 
all the written history of Freemasonry into one volume 
of vanity and smoke previous to the formation of the 
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Grand Lodge of London A. D. 1717 ; and by proving 
the falsity of the traditional history, when compared 
with itself, with the Bible, and with Josephus. This 
brings us to the period called by Masonic historians 
“ The revival of Freemasonry,” from which time we 
receive their histories for truth in matters of fact and 
date : but their “ revival is our origin of the order. 

This recent date of Freemasonry surprises most rea- 
ders, and the Fraternity mock at it. It seems mere 
like an offset to their pretensions before time, than a so* 
ber fact proved by authentic documents. In our sixth 
Number we gave the outline of Masonic history ; and 
now propose to substantiate our original position by new 
proof, and to answer some objections of the craft. 

That masonry is as old as Babel, we do not refuse to 
believe ; it is Freemasonry, otherwise called Speculative 
Masonry , of which we treat, and of which we affirm 
that its era is A. D. 1717 ; no man need to mistake our 
meaning. Neither do we pretend that the order was 
then made up of new principles, or of a newly created 
race of men ; but certain men and certain principles, 
previously existing, were then for the first time formal- 
ly united and embodied into that mystic order called 
Freemasonry ; and a system was formed, which did not 
exist before even by name, which system we know by 
the name of Speculative Masonry. We do not even 
suppose that all the materials of this coat of many co- 
lors came out of one fleece, or was spun and wove by 
the same king Solomon. The aprons and trowels and 
temple were taken from the masons; the divine origin, 
mystic, virtues and wonderful secrets of the order came 
from the Rosicrucians ; the magic and fortunetelling 
from the Necromancers ; the morals from the Jesuits ; 
and the horrid oaths of the order, from its own bowels. 
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But the time that all these were first publicly stitched 
together to form Speculative Masonry, was when the 
only four companies of Operative Masons in the soutlx 
of England, met at the Appletiee tavern in London, 
Feb. 1717, and constituted themselves “the Grand 
Lodge 9 ’ of England pro tempore in due form. Vide Pres- 
ton p. 168. Anthony Sa yer, Grand Master . 

The proof that it had no earlier existence is perfectly 
conclusive. Speculative Masonry, or Freemasonry, is 
a matter of great notoriety. Any question in a future 
age, of its existence in the 18th or 19th centuries, could 
be answered satisfactorily by pointing to splendid Ma- 
sonic Halls, to quarto volumes of constitutions, and oc- 
tavo histories, to medals and monuments and deeds of 
parchment, jss well as deeds of wickedness. The lit- 
erature of this age abounds with it. Those who read 
the account of laying the corner stone of the Bunker- 
hill Monument, will point to that pillar of national glory, 
as a proof that Freemasonry existed A. D. 1825 ; and, 
if that is not enough, the foundation may be removed, 
and there a medal * be found with inscriptions of 
vanity, which in this republic can only belong to Most 
Worshipful Freemasonry : unless an indignant people 
should justly tear the disgraceful plate from its proud 
resting place. 

In vain we search for any proof this sort existing^ 
earlier than the 18th century. We find constitutions 
of Jesuits, Rosicrusians, and Alchymists. We find his- 
tories of political parties, religious sects, and Bucaneers. 
We find text books of Cabala, necromancy, astrology, 
magic, fortune telling, and various proofs of witchcraft ; 
but not a particle of evidence to shew the existence of 
Freemasonry, or Speculative Masonry. It is not men- 
tioned or alluded to ; it is not painted on canvass, or 
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stamped on paper, or indented on pla{e. That its uni- 
versal language must have been spoken ; that its mys- 
tic characters were certainly understood, and its omnific 
word even then possessed some share of omnipotence, 
no one who believes in Freemasonry, can for a moment 
doubt. But all the proof is found in pages and docu- 
ments, in Fraternities and monuments of the 18th and 
19th centuries ; and this in such abundance, as quite to 
supply the failure of • five hundred years preceding ; 
although it admits of a doubt, whether there is enough 
to supply the deficiency of the other five thousand years 
from the year of light. Fifty centuries are a long period 
for the active labors of a great mystery spread over 
the face of the whole world, to * pass entirely unob- 
served : and there is no accounting for it, only as a 
great mystery, and such, Freemasonry may undoubted- 
ly be ; for men do not well understand it, when it is 
fully revealed. 

We have read the volumes of Hume and Smollet and 
Bisset with care. They give a connected history of 
England from the earliest dates to the 19th century, and 
no mention is made of Freemasonry to our recollection. 
Perhaps they were political historians, and overlooked the 
hand-maid of religion. Then we have run over Mosheim, 
who gives a faithful history of the church, century by 
century from the year of our Lord, to the lr*th century, 
and Freemasonry entirely escapes either bis notice or our 
memory. Perhaps this religious man mistook its 
modest apron for the garb of A craftsman. Then we 
have read Henry and Andrews with attention. They give 
a connected history of England to A. D. 1 603, with a par- 
ticular notice of the arts and of architecture . Now we shall 
hear of Freemasonry. The introduction of glass win- 
dows and chimneys, the erection of the royal exchange^ 
Vol. I. No. 11.— 3 
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Burleigh house, and the abbey of Dumfer inline, are 
faithfully recorded, with many other things of the same 
character ; but not a word is said about Freemasonry, 
or Speculative Masonry ; and only one word about the 
“ most ancient and honorable society that ever was, or, 
perhaps, ever will be.” # This is the more remarkable 
in Mr. Andrews , who records the fact of that great ma- 
son, Sir Walter Raleigh’s eating the bitter apples instead 
of the roots of the newly discovered potatoe ; and who 
even counts the fardingale worthy of a page in his work, 
giving a precise account of that Spanish petticoat, and 
not so much as naming a Freemason’s apron, either for 
size or form, materials or emblems! This is very strange; 
and although Jones, Sackville, Woolsey, Savage and 
Wren are often named in history, not one of them is enti- 
tled “ Most Worshipful G. Master; 9 ’ which honor Free- 
masonry now confers on them all. This fact is enough 
to prove what the reader must have ere this suspected, 
that all the English historians are men who hate the light 
of Freemasonry, and the order who swear away their 
neighbors character, and their own lives. 

We lay them away, and turn to honest Scotland. 
Robertson tells its story in the most exquisite manner ; 
he spreads upon his page every fact of importance, and 
Walter Scott fills the world with the poetry of its his- 
tory. But where is the mention of Freemasonry, or 

* Henry’s His. of England. Book 4. Chap. 5. gives an extract 
from Wren’s Parentalia, p. 30$, which mentions the. society of 
Freemasons, and makes them one with the Operative Masons li- 
censed in the l4th century by the Pope’s Bull, to erect churches 
and edifices, in any part of Europe. 

But Wren's Parentalia was left by him in MS. and was first pub- 
lished by his son Stephen, A. D. 1750. See the British Plutarch . It 
may be doubted whether Sir Chris. Wren left in his own hand 
writing the passage quoted by Henry. We do doubt it. 
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Speculative Masonry, or the men of the cabletow ? In 
the llgfhtd and shadows, in the tales and legends, in the 
sohgS and histories of Scotland, as well as of England, 
where is the mention of Freemasonry prior to the 18th 
century ? We know of none. Jack the Giant Killer, 
Tom Thumb, and Robin Hood, live both in prose and 
verse, and so does Freemasonry ; but it did not begin to 
live in English prose or verse until A. D. 1717. Won- 
derful Mystery ! so carefully concealed that its very 
name is unknown to the literature of the world for the 
Idpse of fifty six centuries ! 

“ Hail Masonry ! thou craft divine ! 

“ Glory of earth from heaven revealed 1 
“ Which doth with jewels precious shine, 

44 From all but masons eyes concealed.” 

Constitutions of N. Y. Pa . and Md. 

It is edifying to observe the modesty of the heavenly 
mystery, when it begins to reveal itself. As if mortals 
might be dazzled whh the jewels of its glory too sud- 
denly displayed, it first introduces itself by the simple 
nathe of ittasotory, as iri the lines above; but when years 
had acchstebied men to the brightness of this revela- 
tion, it gently distinguishes itself in terms, as it had 
previously done in fact, from operative masonry, and 
sings : 

“ Blest be the day that gave to me 
44 The secrets of Freemasonry. 

44 Come fill up a bumper, and let it go round, 

44 Let mirth and good fellowship always abound, 

44 And let the world see 
“That Freemasonry 

44 Doth teach honest hearts to be jovial and free.” 

Const, of N. Y. p. p. 176. 179. 

It li too much after this, to search Gibbon, Gillies, 
Ferguson, and Rolliti for Freemasonry ; if wo did, 
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it would be of no use; they take no notice of it ; but pos- 
sibly the reader may think Freemasonry existed some- 
where, if not in the literature or realms of Great Bri- 
tain, previous to A. D. 1717. We will see. 

Prof. Robison was a mason well acquainted by per- 
sonal intercourse with the Lodges of Germany, France, 
and Russia. He says of the Germans : all agreed that 
Freemasonry had been imported into Germany : p. 11* 
And again : “ It is to be particularly remarked, that all 
our brethren abroad profess to have received the mystery of 
Freemasonry from Britain .” p. 26. And he relates 
that “ the German masons sent a deputation to Old 
Aberdeen, Scotland, to inquire after the caves where 
their venerable mysteries were known, and their trea- 
sures were hid. They had, they thought, merited some 
confidence, for they had remitted annual contributions 
to their unknown superiors to the amount of some thou- 
sands of dollars. w But alas ! their ambassadors found 
the Freemasons of Old Aberdeen ignorant of all this, 
and equally eager to learn from the ambassadors, what 
was the true origin and meaning of Freemasonry, of 
which they knew nothing but the simple tale of old Hi- 
ram.” Prof. Robison's Proofs, See. p. 64. 

The Germans not to be repulsed, and eager to know 
the true meaning of Freemasonry, sent a second depu- 
tation, to the British Isle, to acquire instruction at Lon- 
don the birthplace of masonry. Vide Proofs of a Conspir- 
acy. p . 58. 

“ But the learned Professor is an Antimason ; he is 
not to be believed on his oath.” 

Oath, Sir Knight ! Oath ? You begin to be very 
nice about an oath, which is hopeful of one that has 
drunk from a human scull the libation of eternal death 
with double damnation in that cup, and “ So help me 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



No. 1 1.] AND MONTHLY MAG1ZINE. 345 

Crod” on the lips, the Knight Templar’s oath. We will fit 
you exactly. We take up the Essais sur la Franche 
Maconerie . Par Mons. J. L. Laurens. Paris, 1805. 
Mr. Laurens was a good mason, sound in the faith of 
Freemasonry, and yet a man of sense. He says : 
“ autant il impossible — impossible as it is, to determine 
the precise era of the establishment of Freemasonry in 
Europe, autant il est facile , so easy it is, to shew in 
what manner and by what means it spread and propa- 
gated itself. Many reasons concur to make us believe 
that the English brought it into Europe ; and that they 
have given it the exterior form, and the different names 
by which we know it at this day. Independent of the his- 
torical monuments, which prove that long before the 
14th century it was known in England, it appears in- 
disputable that in that country of Europe it has been fur- 
nished, if I may so express myself, with the form in which 
it has come to us. There is not a doubt that 
the names Franche-Maconerie and Francs-macons are 
purely of English origin. Freemasonry : Freemason , 
literally rendered into French, have produced those 
strange terms : Franche-Maconerie ; Francs-macons ; 
that is to say : Maconrie Libre — Macons Libres , a man- 
ner of speaking far enough removed both from our cus- 
toms, and the genius of our language ; for it is certain if 
what we understand by Freemasonry and freemasons, 
bad received in France, or in any other country besides 
England , any name whatever , that name could not have 
had so characteristic a mark of the English tongue. 
A slight knowledge of the principal languages of Eu- 
rope, and especially to know, that in English the adjec- 
tive commonly precedes the noun, is enough in order to 
become convinced that the names, Franche-Maconrie 
and Francs-Macons, have been formed by the genius 
de la langue anglaise , of the English tongue.” p. 208. 

After criticising the masonic word Lodge at some 
length, he goes on to say : “ I might further push the 
investigation of the terms of English etymology peculiar 
to Freemasonry, did I not fear to enter upon details, which 
I am not permitted to publish. The usages and practices 
of the lodges in what concerns only the exterior of Free- 
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masonry, present some points of resemblance not less 
striking ; and it is this intimate relation with the p tedtf- 
liar character of the English people, that I cite in sup- 
port of my proposition. 

44 What is the origin of that wearisome quantity of 
healths , with which the masonic entertainments were 
formerly burdened, which have been the occasion of so 
much sarcasm against Freemasonry, and which a good 
taste has now wisely reformed ? Is not this immode- 
rate use of a custom innocent iu itself, an image of the 
too often repeated toast, which so much distinguishes 
English Clubs ? The love of good cheer, the profusion, 
the lengthening out of the feast, the intem|>erate drink- 
ing, which are contrary to French sobriety, and which 
reason and decency have long since banished to the 
taverns ef London , to which they legitimately belong , can 
these have any relation to the object of masonic fellow- 
ship, of which they are at best only a despicable parody ? 
The grossness of these practices, introduced into France 
with Freemasonry , is too nearly allied to the taste of the 
English nation, not to be attributed to their invention.” 

The urbane Frenchman is right : Freemasonry legi- 
timately belongs to the taverns of London, and the 
songs of the books of constitutions conclude with a toast, 
as certainly as the fables of .£sop conclude with a mor- 
al. 

44 The world it all in darkness, 

44 About us they conjecture ; 

44 But little think, a song and drink 
44 Succeeds the Mason’s lecture^ 

“ Chorus. Fill to him, to the brim, 

44 Let it round the table roll, 

44 The divine tells you wine 
44 Cheers the body and the soul.” 

44 Then Landlord, bring a hogshead, 

44 And in a corner place it; 

44 Till it rebound, with hoUow sound, 

44 Each Mason here will face it. 

44 Chorus . FiU to him, &c. 

Toafct. 44 To the memory of him who first planted the 
vine” 
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Books of Constitutions of Massachusetts , of Now York , 
of Pennsylvania, and oj Maryland, each and all contain 
tbps song and toast ; and this is far from being the. most 
indecent song recorded in these several Books 6f Con- 
stitutions of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodges of those 
e$vera) states. But this so outrages common decency, 
that it will be doubted by men who can never speak of 
Antiwasonry without blessing Solomon Southwick, 
and to make their way to truth short, and their self-con- 
viction easy, we quote for their satisfaction the page of 
the works sanctioned by the Most Worshipfuls aforesaid, 
which contains the quoted toast and verses. Ahiman 
Rezon , of the Grand Lodge of New York, page 144. — 
jfJtman Rezon , of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, 
p. |27. Ahiman Rezon , of the Grand Lodge of Mary- 
land,, p. 243. In the Book of Constitutions of Massa- 
chusetts, we do not mark the page ; it will be no more 
than a light division of the labor, for the doubter to per- 
form that task for himself. If faithful, he will find, and 
leaving him with this encouragement to search for it, 
w<e turn hack to Mons. Laurens . 

“ The nature Qf the customs connected with Freema- 
sonry, its peculiar name, the most of the words that ex- 
press the matters which make up its exterior form, st 
lient par faitement au gout, are precisely conformed to the 
taste and peculiar genius of the English, and prove that 
in England it began to have being as a society.” p. 214. 

After further argument from the geographical posi- 
tion, free institutions, and melancholy temperament of 
the English, Mons . Laurens adds : “ all these observa- 
tions incline us to believe, that it is from England Free- 
masonry comes to us, as it exists now ; that is to say, 
dressed in this whimsical fashion, which almost entirely 
disguises it, and scarcely permits us to discover in it the 
precious allegory of the Egyptian philosophy” p. 215. — 
The reader of Morgan’s Illustrations of Masonry, will 
agree with the judicious critic, that it is, indeed, most 
difficult, in that jargon, to find any thing precious; but 
the allegory of Egypt’s philosophy, an owl’s eye may 
see in the baseness of the imposture only. The philos- 
ophy which could worship an ox, which could suffer 
tamely the assault of an invading army, because it 
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marched behind an army of cats and dogs, the Gods of 
Egypt ; that philosophy may be seen not dimly in the 
impious delusions of Freemasonry. It may be doubted 
whether Egypt in its glory gave birth to any absurdity 
surpassing the tale of Hiram AbifiF, whether Egypt in 
any age has produced any folly of the brain, more ut- 
terly unworthy of common sense, than the boasted mys*- 
tery of Freemasonry is unworthy of the light and learning 
of the 19th century, unworthy of the refinement and 
independence, the religion and good sense of France* 
England, and America. 

The true history of the order compels us to return 
from the continent to the British Isle. Neither poet 
nor moralist, politician nor controversialist, historian* 
biographer, antiquary, or novelist of continental Europe^ 
previous to to the 18th century, can be named, who 
mentions such a thing of oaths and degrees, as modern 
speculative masonry ; or who so much as writes the 
name Freemasonry, or any of its present modifications, 
in any language of Europe. We do not pretend to have 
read all, but we understand enough to challenge the 
most learned professor of masonic lore, the very sublime, 
elect, and perfect masons, to shew any author with a 
title-page older than one hundred and six years* 
who mentions or alludes to the mystery in any part of 
the earth ; or to produce any medal, or manuscript, or 
monument, or well authenticated copy of any inscrip- 
tion upon any medal or monument, naming, or having 
allusion to Speculative Masonry, or Freemasonry, of a 
date earlier than the beginning of the IStb century* in 
any country on the face of the earth. 

In Great Britain Freemasonry began ; in the South 
of England ; in the city of London ; in Charles street r 
Covent Garden ; in Apple-tree tavern, on mechanic’s 
holiday, 24th June, A. D. 1717. The mother of all 
Freemasonry was then organised with a heart and head. 
Afr. Anthony Sayer , was then elected first Grand Mas- 
ter. Men of any trade or profession were made free 
and accepted masons, but only this mother Lodge had 
at that time authority to receive them. They collected 
materials for a book of constitutions, A. D. I 718 — 19, 
and A. D. 1720, many of these “ were too hastily burnt 
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by some scrupulous brethren, who were alarmed at the 
intended publication of the masonic Constitutions.” — 
JPreston , p. 171. “ The year A. D. 1720 is remarkable 

beyond any other which can be pitched upon by histo- 
rians, for extraordinary and romantic projects, propo- 
sals, and undertakings, both private and national, and 
which, therefore, might be recorded as a perpetual me- 
mento — never to leave it in the power of any set of de- 
signing men to put in practice a shameful imposition 
upon the credulity of people.” — Mortimer's History of 
England , Vol. 3, page 302. 

A. D. 1723, the first masonic book issued from the 
press. A. 9. 1724, the first charity fund was commenc- 
ed. A. D. 1726, the first Provincial Grand Masters 
were appointed, and then it is believed that masons be- 
gan to be passed to the degree of Fellow Crafty and rais- 
ed to the sublime degree of a Master Mason in common 
Lodges. This high power was certainly retained some 
years solely by the mother Lodge, and its four constitu- 
ent parts in London. See Preston x note No . 34, marked 
k . k . page 305. It was the custom to pass and raise only 
in the mother Lodge. See Smithy p. 73. “ A. D. 1727 

the authority of the Grand Lodge of England was uni- 
versally acknowledged throughout Europe Smithy p. 
67, which no doubt is true so far as this, that every 
lodge in Europe was then in England in Europe . “ A 

deputation was sent to Madrid in Spain, to constitute a 
lodge in that city. Smithy p. 67. Preston, p. 179. He 
does not say who was sent ; but the Duke of Wharton , 
one of the early Grand Masters, having spent his estates 
by rioting and debauchery, deserted England in 1725, 
joined the pretender, and dwelt at Madridy 1727. Thiq 
Duke probably welcomed the deputies. 

A. D. 1728 a patent for a Provincial Lodge was issu- 
ed for Bengal in the East Indies. Preston, p. 179. 
“ This proved the first introduction of masonry into that 
part of the world.” Smith, p . 68. “ In 1729 F’-^ma- 

sonry was introduced into the East Indies . L. ♦. p. 
118. A. D. 1730 a patent was issued for New Jersey 
in America, but it does not appear to have been effect- 
ual. The first foothold gained by Freemasonry in North 
America, was at Boston A. D. 1733. A. D. 1734, e 
Vol. I — 11.— 4. 
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second edition of the book of constitutions was ordered : 
The breach between ancients and Moderns appeared ; 
and the book and the breach were made public and out- 
right A. D. 1738 ; in which year also the first bull of the 
Pope was issued against Freemasonry. 

The first Masonic Hall of which we have any record, 
is in Great Queen street, JLincolns-inn-fields, London. 
The first stone was laid A. D. 1775. Beneath it was 
deposited a plate with this inscription : See Smith p. 83. 
Preston p. 310. 

Anno Regni Tertii Quindecimo, 

Salutis Humans: M DCC LXXV. Mensis 
Maii Die Primo 
Hunc Primum Lapidem 
Aulae Latomorum 
(Anglice, Free and Accepted Masons) 

Posuit 

Honoratissimus Rob. Edv. Dom. PETRE, 

Baro PETRE de Writtle, 

Summus Latomorum Angliae Magi s ter ; 
Assidentibus 

Viro Ornatissimo Rowlando Holt, Armigero, 
Summi Magistri Deputato ; 

Viris Ornatissimis 
Joh. Hatch et Hen. Dagge, 

Su minis Gubernatoribus ; 

Plenoque coram Fratrum concursu. 

Quo etiam tempore regum, principumque favorc, stu- 
dioque sustentatum maximos per Europam hoiiores 
occupaverat 

Nomen Latomorum. 

Cui infuper nemini summum Angliae conventum praees 3 - 
se fecerat universa Fratrum per orbem multitudo. 

E Coelo descendit. 
r N n © I 2EATTON. 

Tho. Sandby, Arm. Architecturae Prof. R. A. A. Arclii- 
tectus. 

The Grand Lodge translate latomorum , in their in- 
scription, for this very good reason, that no latin scholar 
would otherwise divine its meaning. The ancient name 
of Freemasons in latina lingua , the fraternity have been 
desperately puzzled to find, and we must think they 
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made a small mistake in selecting Ihtomi for their heaven 
born order. Neither Ainsworth nor Young make us 
acquainted with the masonic word, latomi , orum. They 
give “ Latomiae, vel lautumiae, arum. pi. f. (a Aa$, lapis, 
and Tofxs, sectio.) (1) Quarries of stone , whither slaves 
condemned and vagabonds were sent to work. (2) a 
prison at Syracuse so called. (3) Synced. A prison r 
Plaut.” — Young’s Lat. Die. 

Latomiaty then, is the name of the trade, and latomi 
is the name of the craftsmen, that is, slaves and vaga- 
bonds condemned to the quarries. This is the genuine 
wit of the Mother. Lodge of Freemasons ; let the whole 
fraternity throw up both hands, the grand hailing sign, 
and say : So mote it be. 

TRANSLATION. 

“ In the 15th year of George III. May 1st, A. D. 
A 775, the first stone of SZavemasons Hall, (Aulae 
Latomorum ) was laid by the Rt. Hon. Robert Edward, 
Lord Petre, Baron of Writtle, Grand Master of Slave- 
masons of England, accompanied by the Most Worship- 
ful Rowland Holt, Esq. Deputy Grand Master, the 
Worshipful John Hatch and Henry Dagge, Grand War- 
dens, with the whole fraternity of brethren. At which 
time the name of Slavemasons (latomorum) was highly 
honored, and received the kindness and countenance of 
kings and prinees throughout Europe ; and the whole 
multitude of the brethren on the face of the earth have 
appointed the Grand Lodge of England to preside over 
the name of the slaves and vagabonds condemned to 
work in the quarries. 

“ It descended from Heaven. 

“ Know thyself. 

“ Thomas Sandby, Esq. Prof, of Architecture, R. A. A. 

Architect.” 

We give this at length, because it publishes in the 
most solemn form, both the falsehood and the absurdity 
of Freemasonry. “ It descended from heaven; an : the 
Masons’ Lodge in England was , by the brotherhood 
throughout the world , made to preside over masonry.”— 
What claim had the English Lodge A. D. 1775, to pre- 
side over masonry throughout the world, so formally 
placed under the corner stone? The right which &pa- 
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fent has over liis offspring, and no other. The claim is 
a proof of our position, that the Appletree tavern was 
the birth place of Freemasonry, and that “the whole 
brotherhood throughout the world” have sprung from 
the Grand Lodge of London, which was first constituted 
A. D. 1717, whose first Grand Master was Anthony 
Sayer, whose first publication was Anderson’s Consti- 
tutions, whose first Hall was Freemasons’ Hall, Lon- 
don, and whose first Grand Chaplain was the Rev. Dr. 
Dodd ; the same who repeatedly put other men’s names 
to his notes, and was at last hung at Tyburn A. D. 1777, 
for forgery. 


Republican Nobles, or the Defence of Freemasonry . 

We give a list of the Grand officers of the General 
Grand Encampment of Knight Templars for the United 
States, and also the G. G. Royal Arch Chapter of theJJ . 
S. A ., elected at their triennial meeting in the city of 
New-York, Sept. A. D. 1829. We give it after long 
debate in the court of conscience. The counsel argued 
for the publication, that ours is a national work upon the. 
subject of Freemasonry, and that it ought to record the 
names and honors of the Grand Officers of the General 
Grand Fraternities, for the benefit of its readers. That 
every thing relating to so great bodies of mortal free- 
masons is interesting, and their own authentic docu- 
ments are especially so, when it is considered how much 
they keep secret, in proportion to the little they publish. 

The opposing counsel replied, that all this was very 
true, but the record was contrary to the law : “serve aU 
men, as you wishthat they would serve you,” and there- 
fore it ought not to be made. — This is a national work 
and it is also a work for posterity . Who, that peruses 
its pages, would gladly see his own name recorded there, 
as a General Grand Freemason, M. W. and M. E. G. 
G. H. P. of the G. G. R. A. C. of the U. S. A. ? Would 
your honor ? Would any Christian man ? Then you 
cannot allow the proposed record : you cannot disgrace 
these honest men by connecting their names with their 
folly, and handing both together down to posterity. 
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. The judge took* time to consider, and decided, that 
these Grand Officers were indeed dishonored in our Re- 
public by affixing to their names royal, aristocratic, and 
sacerdotal titles ; that it is unkind and contrary to the 
law of neighborly love, publicly to expose private folly, 
or to hand down the public folly of honest men unneces- 
sarily for a reproach to them in future generations ; and 
in this view alone the record might be dispensed with : 
but on the other hand, the great body of Freemasons in 
the U. S. have been three years violently charged with i 
teaching the matter contained in Morgan's Illustrations 
of Mmsonry , for the perfection of king Solomon’s wis- 
dom ; and the General Grand Chapter of the U. S. have 
been more than a twelvemonth publicly charged with 
teaching for Royal Arch Masonry, the first 66 pages of 
a work entitled, A Revelation of Freemasonry , as p «6- 
lished to the world by a convention of seceding masons , 
held at Le Roy, Genesee Co . N. F. on the 4 th and 5th oj 
July 9 1828. And the Knights Templars of the United 
States have been, during the same time, charged with 
teaching the remaining fifty-one pages of that work for 
the Mystery of Masonic knighthood. These are high 
charges, accurately set forth, and solemnly affirmed by 
competent witnesses. The General Grand Fraternity 
have a right to be heard in their defence. That de- 
fence they have, in the regular course of meeting, had 
no opportunity to make until last month ; and their de- 
fence ought not now to be smothered. What they did 
in chapter tyled, and encampment guarded , it is not for 
us to inquire farther than they publish it ; and justice 
demands, that the record be made in full, not as an 
empty list of secret officers, but as the public and solemn 
reply to the above mentioned charges, made after due 
deliberation, by the two most dignified bodies of the 
Fraternity of Freemasons in the United States. 

Here follows the record : 

Grand Officers of the G. G. Royal Arch Chapter. 

MOST WORSHIPFUL AND MOST EXCELLENT Edward 

Livingston, Louisiana , General Grand High Priest ! ! 

MOST WORSHIPFUL AND MOST EXCELLENT Joel R. 

Poinsett, South Carolina , Deputy General Grand High Priest ! ! 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



&4 . ANTI-MASONIC REVIEW, £Vo . L 

MOST EXCELLENT REVEREND Paml Dean, Massachusetts, 
•General Grand King ! 

MOST EXCELLENT Joseph H. Stapleton, Maryland 9 General 
Grand Scribe ! G G. S. 

MOST EXCELLENT Peter Grinnell, Rhode Island , General 
Grand Treasurer! G. G. T. 

MOST EXCELLENT Lebbeus Chapman, New York , General 
Grand Secretary. 

MOST EXCELLENT REVEREND Jonathan Nye, New 
Hampshire , General Grand Chaplain! 

MOST EXCELLENT DOCTOR Amos Nourse, Maine , Gener- 
al Grand Marshal ! 

The Grand honors of Masonry , thrice repeated ! 

This is a “ most worshipful and most excellent” de- 
fence of Royal Arch Masonry. It is more ; it not only 
clears the nocturnal order from every charge in Ber- 
nardos Light on Masonry , and wipes it of the reproach of 
burglary, arson, kidnapping, and murder, as committed 
by its officers in the Morgan outrage, and paid for by 
its grand fraternities ; but it knocks down the arguments 
of Golden, and of the New York Legislature, and proves 
Antimasonry to be a humbug of the first order. Where 
most worshipful men resort, there must be honor ; the 
red breeches and cabletow notwithstanding. Where 
most excellent men preside, there must be dignity and 
order; the gavel and apron, and the demolition of the 
walls of Jerusalem to the contrary notwithstanding. — 
Where reverend general kings and chaplains officiate, 
impiety cannot enter ; the scene of the burning bush, and 
the use of the Lord’s name as a common password, is, 
nevertheless, to the cohtrary. 

It is utterly incredible that gentlemen of a fair char- 
acter should consent to stand before the public, Great 
Grand Officers of a benevolent society, the penalty of 
whose allegiance is, to have the u skull smote off, and 
the brains exposed to the scorching rays of the sun” But 
they do stand before the public as General Grand Offi- 
cers of Royal Arch Masonry ; therefore R. A- Masonry 
has no such impious and absurd penalty. This is clear 
as an owl’s eye. In one point, however, this Royal 
Arch defence appears to us a little lame. We make a 
low bow to the G. G. R. A. C .! It halts a little on one 
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leg. Pardon me for suggesting that the sublime order 
has legs! But it certainly limps in a way to show a' 
deadly disease that it would fain hide. The Revela- 
tions charge R. A. Masonry with requiring her sons to 
“ promote the political preferment of a companion R. 
A. Mason in preference to any other of equal qualifica- 
tions.” To put the most eminently political Edward 
Livingston in the Priesthood was really exposing the 
charitable order to political assault ; and to join with 
him in that sacred office, the name of Joel R. Poinsett , 
whose political masonry has led three State Legislatures 
to petition, and 19 to 23 members of the Mexican Con- 
gress to vote, for his expulsion from the Mexican Repub- 
lic, is a very weak defence from the charge of intermed- 
dling with politics. It is exceedingly difficult to surmise 
what Edward Livingston and Joel R Poinsett can have 
to do with a secret society’s first honors, if that society 
has no connexion with politics. They are honorable 
men, but not eminently fitted for any high priesthood 
in this republic ; and we are compelled to regard the 
defence of Royal Arch Masonry altogether as vain-glo- 
rious and unsatisfactory. 

DEFENCE of the G. G . Encampment of K. T in the U, S. A . 

made at their triennial session in the city of New- York, 14/A 

Sept. 1829. 

THE MOST EXCELLENT AND REV. SIR Jonathan 
. Nyo, of New-Hampshire , General Grand Master. 

THE MOST EXCELLENT SIR Ezra S. Cozier, New-YorJc f 
Deputy General Grand Master. 

THE MOST EXCELLENT SIR Josiab Whittaker, ofRhode- 
Island , General GRAND GENERALLISSIMO !! ! 

THE MOST EXCELLENT SIR James Eyland, of South - 
Carolina , General Grand Captain General ! ! ! 

THE MOST EXCELLENT AND REV. SIR Ezekiel L. 
Baacom, of Massachusetts , General Grand Prelate. 

THE MOST EXCELLENT SIR Thomas Hubbard, of Con- 
necticut, General Grand Senior Warden. 

THE MOST EXCELLENT SIR Isaac W. Hubbard, of 
Vermont , General Grand Junior Warden. 
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THE MOST EXCELLENT SIR Peter Gnsntly of Rhode- 
Island, General Grand Treasurer. 

THE MOST EXCELLENT SIR James Herring of New- 
York, General Grand Recorder. 

THE MOST EXCELLENT SIR G. W. Haller, of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, General Grand Warden. 

THE MOST EXCELLENT SIR Alex. E. M’Cennel, of 
Louisiana, General Grand Standard Bearer. 

THE MOST EXCELLENT SIR Ezra Griswold, of Ohio , 
General Grand Sword Bearer. 

This is a very respectable reply to the charge of swearing u to 
assist with counsel, purse, aud sword," any poor, indigent knight 
Templar. No man will believe hastily that these worthy gentle* 
men have put to their lips a human skull, and drained off its bac- 
channalian contents with an oath. Their respectability is above 
the imputation. It is solemnly affirmed, however, under the most 
.trying circumstances, that the masonic order of which these rever- 
end and worthy gentlemen are the general grand officers, does 
“ wage war against the enemies of innocent virgins, destitute 
widows, helpless orphans, and the Christian religion and that it 
teaches its members to walk “ under the direction of the Junior 
and Senior Wardens, with the scull in one hand and a lighted taper 
in the other,” to learn them to let their “ light shine," &c. To all 
such charges the gravity of the G. G. officers is a satisfactonr reply. 
The public are satisfied. No doubt they must be satisfied. A 
wink from a mason is worth a word from a prince. And by these 
signs, the good names of the General Grand Officers, the masons 
not only intimate the honor of their order, but positively deny all 
the charges that are brought against it ; and, also, give Antimasonry 
a hearty rebuff. 

This saves a deal of trouble. If they were to pick out of Light 
on Masonry all the clauses of “ right or wrong,” “ murder and 
treason not excepted,” “his enemies my enemies,” &c. and con- • 
tradict them in one word, it would be too much trouble. The 
Fraternity of Benevolence have no time for that. They are 
above speaking to such extravagant Books, as Bernard's Light 
on Masonry. They came together from every State in the Union, 
elected their General Grandees, and went home entirely innocent 
of the charge against them. 

On the whole, we regard this as the best answer, which Freema- 
sonry can make to truth, to religion, and to the violated laws of our 
country ; but it is not sufficient to heal the widow’s heart, to guide 
the orphan’s step, or to prove the divine origin of Speculative Ma- 
sonry ; it is not sufficient to refute Bernard’s book, or to prove that 
Morgan was slain by the officers contrary to the laws and con- 
trary to the established usages of Freemasonry. 


\ 
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THE 

Anti-Masonic Review, 

AND 


A REVIEW OP THE POLITICAL TEAR. 


In presenting the twelfth Number of this work to the 
public, it is appropriate to look back upon the events of 
the past year, as they are connected with Antimason- 
ry ; and to encourage the heart, and to confirm the 
purpose of Antimasons by a faithful exposition of facts. 

Truth alone deserves the attention of immortal be- 
ings ; all else will perish. Both the lie and the father 
of it will pass away and be forgotten ; while facts remain 
immutable and the same to eternity. 

It is humiliating to feel that we are men of the same 
age and complexion of those who think, by prevarication, 
to do their generation a service ! that we belong to the 
same country and city with those, who think to serve 
their country, by hiding truth, by turning truth aside, 
by perverting, abusing, and falsifying truth . We desire 
to be ashamed, and to be covered with confusion, when 
we consider, that we walk in the same social circle with 
men in form, men in fashion, who with a view of serv- 
ing the public, positively affirm that which is false, and 
which their situation enables them to know is grossly 
false ! They do it, no doubt, with the best intentions^ but 
they are not wise. They think the great body politic is 
sick; that it is laboring under mental hallucination; 
that they themselves ate the doctors; that the case is 
dangerous, and requires this falsehood of them. Verily 
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they think so, the modest men ; they live for the public f 
they tell nothing for their own benefit, but are free to 
tell any thing for the sake of quieting the public mind. 
They think that in order to stay error, they should say, 
“ error has stopped ; n and they are determined to say it, 
in the face of evidence, and in the face of heaven. 

This Mrs. Opie would call a lie of benevolence, told 
with no disposition to injure any body, but only with a 
view to comfort themselves and the public. So an err- 
ing mother hushes the disturbed child with a-tale not 
true, regardless of the lasting injury done, to accomplish 
a wish of the moment. We do not mean that our ene- 
mies, the Masonic papers, have the malice of the devil 
in the untruths they circulate ; but they are no better 
than harlots, in morals, when they sacrifice truth to 
falsehood, for the purpose of crushing Antimasonry. 

Men may, in the heat of passion, in the ardor of hope, 
in the fear of destruction, say that is, which is not; and 
we will find some apology for their weakness : but if one 
coolly and deliberately does this, does it repeatedly, 
and under correction, does it impudently, and with- 
out retraction or a blush, such an one is fit to be a 
sworn knight of Freemasonry, which is divine and de- 
vilish, which is charitable and villanous, which is a secret 
that all the world knows ! Such an one deserves not the 
notice of contempt ; it is honoring such an one too 
much, to treat him with neglect, as if he had the feel- 
ings of a man. He is obdurate, and whether we regard 
him or not, is immaterial ; to make a point of neglect- 
ing him, would be little wiser, than pointing at a stone.. 

Antimasonry is so misrepresented, that, it is true, its 
own friends, at a distance, are often mistaking it. It 
cannot be otherwise : fifty men and twenty newspapers, 
in the very scene of action, unite to pronounce that it ran 
mad a year ago and died: five men and one paper de- 
clare that it is both rational and thriving ! Now it is not 
in the nature of man, to discredit, at first, the larger 
amount of testimony, and to receive the lesser amount 
for the actual truth : but long experience will sometimes 
compel one to do it. The great American public have 
been compelled to believe that Antimasonry was first 
foolish and then extinct , for twenty to ONE, who have 
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undertaken publicly to testify, have testified to this effect. 
But whether the one, or the twenty, Antimasonry or 
Freemasonry, are most worthy to be believed, let the 
following considerations determine. 

We shall arrange them under these heads. 

1. Renunciations of Masons. 

2. Newspapers and works of the public press. 

3. State Conventions. 

4. New Discoveries of facts. 

5. Results of Elections. 

1. Renunciations of Masons . These have been great- 
ly multiplied in number, and enhanced in importance, 
during the past year. The Rev. Joel Parker, of Ro- 
chester, gave a magnanimous lead, which has been fol- 
lowed by a host of laity and clergy, by respected citi- 
zens in active life, and by distinguished citizens who 
have retired from public office with unblemished honor. 
To name individuals is exposing us to prolixity; but 
we cannot refrain from the refreshing recollection, that 
one year ago, Freemasonry had not been denounced by 
Colden, by Perrine, by Bates, by Tappan, by Col- 
ver and Eddy and Ludlow and Armstrong and Ro- 
bertson in the state of New-York ; by Thacher 
and Sumner in Massachusetts ; by Leland and 
Tarbox in Vermont; by Whittlesey, Mann and 
Holmes in Connecticut; or by Ogle in Pennsylvania. 
These are each captains of fifties, of hundreds, and of 
thousands ; and when their voice is heard, the mystery 
quakes ; a great company abandon Freemasonry with 
them, and those who are left behind are shaken on their 
deep foundations. Elder Bradley , residing at Louis- 
ville, Ky. standing in the relation he did to the Frater- 
nity, by renouncing the order, has given it this year a 
blow, which few upon the stage can repeat. 

Add to these the public surrender within the last year, 
of their charters, by eighteen or twenty Fraternities of 
masons in the Western section of the State of New- 
York, by whieh act the Freemasons in the day of their 
trial, at the bar of the public before which they are, 
as an order , solemnly arraigned, have plead guilty to the 
charges brought against them, and the success of the' 
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past year under this head is magnified and glorious. We 
know that many lodges in different and distant States, 
have suspended their meetings, that the members stand 
mute with astonishment at the deception, which, under 
the name of Freemasonry, has been successfully prac- 
tised upon them ; and that serious and powerful efforts 
have been made, and are now making, in Grand Lodg- 
es, honestly to throw up their jurisdiction, and to aban- 
don their aprons and their obligations together. 

Of renunciations few have been more important in 
their results, than those which have been accompanied 
by a public exhibition of freemasonry. Until this year 
a public representation of the mystery was a thing' 
not to be boasted of, by sane men, in any section of the 
earth. It would not now be safe in some parts of this 
free country* We know it was undertaken in this city 
with much soberness, as if death were at the door ; that 
the first performances were heavy, faint, and dull, like 
a heartless funeral ceremony. Many refrained from 
attending in fear of the sudden bursting forth of that 
malignant spirit, which had secretly murdered their 
fellow citizen. The performers had intimations of 
damage, and the spectators apprehensions of danger. 
But now the strange delusion is commonly represented 
by living characters to the height of sixteen degrees, 
not in this city only, but in this, and in the neighboring 
states. This exhibition is attended with very impor- 
tant consequences, both good and bad. It makes the 
Mystic Order a little too mad ; it puts them in an 
agony of mental suffering, which makes benevolent 
bosoms sometimes twinge in sympathy. Unnecessarily 
f to provoke our brethren is not good ; to fill their 
/ stomach with overflowing bile is bad ; and yet this is 
f an inevitable consequence of the public exhibition of 
Freemasonry. ^On the other hand, men cannot see the 
- lying Secret, sacrilegious, treasonable, and blasphemous , 
as it is, without that conviction of its reality, and that 
abhorrence of its impiety, which makes them antima- 
sons, morally, politically, and religiously. And this is 
good ; this is the thing desired ; this is the work that 
will last, that will survive during the natural life of the 
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man, while resentment is but a momentary passion, 
which with Freemasonry itself, the brethren will be 
glad to forget in three more years, f 

2. Newspapers and W tries oj the public press. One 
year ago. this work came trembling before the great pub- 
lic, firm in its purpose, but feeble in all the means of 
its support. Month by month it has given strong rea- 
sons for its assurance ; and has received in return that 
patronage, which enables its Editor to enter upon the 
duties of a new year, with increased courage. The 
days of chivalry are passed ; men cannot case in 
iron, or tilt with furious spears in defence of female 
beauty : the contest for independence is also finished ; 
we cannot enter the tented field, and fight with the 
sword for liberty; we cannot spread our sails to the 
wind, and on the bespattered deck of a victorious ship, 
indite, “ we have met the enemy , and they are ours." We 
are thankful to be denied the glory of such exploits. 
The reign of peace is the desire of our heart. We do 
not fear ; but we rather love our species; we would not 
destroy, but heal our erring fellow creatures. And in 
combatting the proud mystery, that shuts the gentler 
sex from its boasted light and benefits, we display the 
true courtesy of meritorious knighthood, without hack- 
ing or maiming the body with bloody weapons; and in 
devoting both time and talents, to rescue our civil and 
political institutions from the thraldom of midnight arts, 
and of treasonable oaths, we exercise that pure love of 
country, which has in all ages ennobled the patriot, and 
nerved the soldiers of liberty. The men who erect the 
public press to bear upon the fortresses of Freemasonry, 
are the sons of those, who opened the batteries of free- 
dom upon the strong holds of British tyranny ; they do 
honor to their Fathers. Fanueil Hall rings again with 
the voice of struggling independence, and many journals 
breathe the air of freedom, which a year ago breathed 
not, or were subject to masonic bondage. Then Penn* 
sylvania, Massachusetts, and Vermont, liberally sustain- 
ed scarcely one Free press each ; now they number more 
than thirty together. Connecticut, Rhode Island, or 
Ohio, had but one. Now they number two in Rhode 
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Island, two in Connecticut, and five or more in Ohio, 
Then in the state of New-York, Washington county, 
Saratoga, Ulster, Otsego, Jefferson, Oneida, and Che- 
nango, were destitute of a free press. Now they are 
well supplied, and our papers generally, in those 
counties , have more readers than the best, and less 
advertising patronage than the poorest, older papers ; 
which shews that the public business and the public 
will, are there manifestly in different and opposite chan- 
nels. In a republic, this cannot always continue : and 
strife must exist until the two meet, coincide, and run 
harmoniously together. It requires no prophet to tell 
our free citizens, that their will> righteously and tempe- 
rately expressed, is sovereign and must prevail. 

It is not only that new papers have been multiplied, 
but with a very few exceptions, those previously estab- 
lished in our enterprise have been greatly strengthened. 
The Rochester Enquirer, the A. M. Intelligencer, Hart- 
ford, Ct., the Boston Free Press, Ms. the A. M. Herald, 
Lancaster, Pa. and the North Star, at Danville, Vermont, 
with many others, have a wider circulation and a firmer 
support by far, than they had one year ago. They were 
then making an experiment $ that experiment is now 
made, and they are established. It does not surprise 
us, if the loss of a paper has sometimes put our young 
cause to shame, by the inexperience of an editor, or the 
indulgence of a spirit, more courageous than wise, more 
ardent than cautious. Such failure may arise from a 
variety of causes independent of the sound principles of 
Antimasonry ; and, altho’ it is to be carefully avoided, 
we learn that, in a generous enterprise, no loss saving 
virtue, is greatly to be feared : Bunker hill was lost in bat- 
tle, and yet gains a proud name in the annals of liberty. 

By books, also, the press has contributed in an usual 
degree toward the advancement of our cause. It 
is but a year ago, that the secrets of the Chapter, 
and of the Encampment with all their rites of blas- 
phemy, and oaths of horror, were stitched together and 
circulated to the world. In the present year, Light on Ma- 
sonry has been presented to the public, a faithful record 
of the higher flights of Masonic vanity ; a faithful expos- 
ure of the deeper caverns of masonic impiety. To have 
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this work stereotyped, is enough to form alone an era in 
antimasonry ; and that is done , done by a firm with oner 
partner a Freemason ; and the desperate lodge, determ- 
ined to make known on a suitable occasion, both their 
impotence and their will, summon their brother before 
them to give account of himself for having undertaken 
this lawful enterprise of his trade ! 

The works that have been published are chiefly noticed 
in this volume. The Letters of the Rev. Mr. Thacher 
of Ms. and of the spirited Luke de Fauburg in the Boston 
Free Press, are to be added with interest to the number ; 
and the Letter of the Hon. C. D. Coldcn to Col. Richard 
Varick, Thomas Fessenden, and Samuel St. John, for its 
candor and force, for its fairness and general acceptance 
with all classes of the community, deserves our special 
notice. One hundred thousand copies of this Letter, 
counting the reprint in the different newspapers of the 
union, and in pamphlets, have been put in circulation, 
and one million of thinking and reflecting souls have 
probably read it. This alone is worth a year’s toil, and 
it has been only the partial operation of six months. 

A pamphlet “ Address of a Committee of citizens,” has 
recently appeared at Philadelphia, discovering great re- 
search, original conception, and highly interesting views 
of our cause. There are many others, impossible to be 
enumerated here, which swell the value of Antimasonic 
publications of this year to a great amount. The num- 
ber of Newspapers open to the doctrines of Antimason- 
ry is nearly doubled; the 1st Nov. 1828 could not 
tell fifty, when the first of Nov. 1829 can tell seventy- 
five ; the demand for new presses and competent Ed- 
itors, is loud, from every inhabited quarter of the com- 
pass ; some of our old and best established newspapers 
are beginning, as it were, to rub open their eyes, and 
to admit an indirect ray of Antimasonry, into their 
columns, and we have great reason to promise ourselves 
from the seed scattered this year, to reap in the next an 
abundant harvest. 

Add to this the addresses of Conventions for nominat- 
ing Senators and Assembly men ; the numerous and 
powerful orations delivered on the 11th September , Com- 
memorative of the lawless abduction of Wm. Morgan t 
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and the mighty arguments and the calm Appeals made 
by the Dedham , Albany , Harrisburg , and Montpelier 
Conventions, to their constituents and to the public, and 
we have a large body of Antimasonic documents, the 
productions of the present year ; a collection of papers 
which will not suffer by a comparison with the political 
papers of our country in any period of its history. 

3. State Conventions . In this particular the history 
of a year past is most interesting. If is the genius of a 
fiee government to be mightily swayed by the deliberate 
expression of the public will. Large Conventions of 
honest citizens, respectable for their virtue and revered 
for their talents and usefulness, give a dignity and force 
to the principles which they advocate, and to the inter- 
ests which they represent, at the same time that they in 
the best possible manner express a true portion of the 
public will. Men of character and of wealth, constantly 
occupied by the cares and relations dependent on weight 
of character and of wealth, will never leave their farms 
and offices and firesides, freely to go one hundred miles, 
on a matter which they do not really believe to be hon- 
orable and important. Honest men attending from a 
distance in public convention, give the best possible tes- 
timony to the purity of their purpose, and to the justice of 
their cause. Should they assemble in secret convention, 
that would be quite another thing ; should their expen- 
ses be paid from a fund formed for the sake of charity, 
and of a good supper, that would put a new complexion 
upon the affair, but coming on public business, at their 
own cost, they entitle their proceedings to our attention, 
and their motives to our respect. 

A single convention of a State had been caHedTfbr. An- 
timasonry one year ago. The zeal of those men who-, 
sent the public attention after Morgan to Smyrna, and x 
to the rocky mountains, was stoutly exerted to laugh 
.-away the idea of a State Convention.; yet, at Utica the 
/ first of Antimasonry was held Aug. 4th 1828 : The next 
was held at Hartford, Connecticut, Feb. Iith 1829: 
The third at Albany, 19th Feb. : The fourth at Har- 
risburg, Pennsylvania, 25th June : And the fifth at 
Montpelier, Vermont, 5th of August, last. 

What do these conventions do ? 
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Ask our common journals which rake the kennels of 
society for news ; and half of them cannot tell that there 
have been such conventions ; for they pay homage to 
the shrine of Freemasonry, they dare not say Mah ! hah ! 
bone ! above their breath, nor print Antimason, without 
reproach in their columns ; the greatest portion of the oth- 
er half can only say: “ the Convention met and dissolv- 
ed.” But the careful inquirer will find the proceedings 
of every convention, every day of its sitting, published 
in pamphlets, and in Antimason papers ; he will find 
their arguments clear, their deliberations grave, their 
resolutions patriotic, one of which resolutions alone is 
sufficiently important, to absorb all our attention here. 

The Convention at Albany, 19th Feb. 1829, by one 
of its resolutions, invited a National Convention of 
Antimasons to meet at Philadelphia, 11th Sept. 1830. 
Time is daily approving of the wisdom of this measure. 
The conventions of Vermont and Pennsylvania have con- 
curred in it. The meeting of 4000 citizens in Faneuil 
Hall invited the coming convention in Massachusetts for 
the purpose of appointing delegates to that National Con** 
vention ; and so the work steadily, briskly, advances. 
The meeting of delegates at Philadelphia from every 
part of the Union is to our cause, like a mountain peak, 
visible in all our territory, toward which every important 
measure will have for the next eight months a natural 
and easy tendency. It is to be hoped oar friends in New- 
Jcrsey, Maryland, Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky, Alabama 
and Louisiana, will be on the alert. Stir up the Con- 
ventions ; these give boldness and strength ! Call by 
counties, and speak to your counties ! Truth and right- 
eousness are with us, we need not be afraid. Action in- 
fuses vigor j be up and doing in bands ! Our enemy af- 
fords time to meet secretly, every full of the moon, can 
not we confront him pi/blicly once in our lives f Free- 
masonry assembles a state convention every year ; An- 
timasonry may be allowed the same privilege. Free- 
masons have had national Conventions for twenty years, 
past, it is no sin for Antimasons to have one in 1830. 
What that Convention will do, we are more free to say, 
than Freemasons are to tell what their conventions havb 
done ; but one thing it will not do : it will-not sit in so- 
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cret, wiih an officer at the door unknown to our laws, 
having a drawn sword in his hand. Its session will be 
public, its measures temperate, and its voice to Freema- 
sonry clear and firm : “ Blood for blood! your life for 
Wm* Morgan’s !” 

4. New Discoveries of Facts . The year is marked 
with notable events under this head. We are inces- 
santly charged with assailing Freemasons . To some ex- 
tent we plead guilty ; it is impossible to avoid it as facts 
shew. It is impossible for man to tell the heart, for man 
to discriminate the shades of character in the individual 
members of a great institution ; it is out of the question ; 
but a child may tell the character of Freemasonry ; a 
very simpleton may know the spirit of the institution ; 
and any man speaking of the institution, must of neces- 
sity speak of its members as one man. It would be ri- 
diculous to attempt any other course ; to say the good 
Freemasons, and the bad Freemasons ; as if we should 
say, the good Jesuits, and the bad Jesuits, or even the 
good Christians, and the bad Christians. We believe 
that most parties have a majority of honest men belong- 
ing to them, men who love their country, and love their 
species, Freemasons, and Jesuits, as well as simple 
Christians ; and it will not be denied again, that each of 
these parties has too many bad men* In our conten- 
tions, we strive not about men , but about principles ; we 
affirm of Freemasons, not as neighbours, but as mem- 
bers of the affiliated order ; we designate them by the 
company they choose to keep. If good men consort with 
Scribes, Pharisees, and hypocrites, none will spare the 
hypocrites for their sake. Do you suppose none of the 
lawyers were just men in the age of Pilate ? yet tho 
mildest and the best, who knew the thoughts of all hearts, 
solemnly pronounced : “ Wo unto you, also, ye lawyers ! 
for ye lade men with burdens grievous to be borne, &c.” 
We mince not truth in a vain attempt to suit every palate, 
but we speak truth ; and if that is wo, to you Freema- 
sons ! let the good forsake, the blood stained order . 
We quarrel with no man, we denounce no man ; we de- 
nounce neither divines nor infidels ; neither lawyers, 
nor politicians. We do not say : 11 you hypocrite, An- 
nas l you murderer, Caiaphasi” but we do say : “you 
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Freemasons, hypocrites !” to them our language is wo i 
for they love darkness, and hold to a lie ; for they have 
murdered a freeman ! they have made a wife a widow l 
they have made helpless children orphans ! and they 
eonceal their crime with an oath ; they shield their ini- 
quity with gold ! 

Where every measure is propounded under an oath of 
inviolable secrecy ; where every plan is laid with a guard 
stationed at the council chamber* holding a drawn 
sword ; where every act and purpose is publicly mantled 
with charity, and privately covered with the penalty of 
death, it is difficult to come at the knowledge of facts. 
Enough was known, however, to the inhabitants of 
Genesee county in New York, by that kind of evidence 
most valued in courts of justice, and called by the judg- 
es, inspection, to warrant them in charging the guilt of 
blood upon the institution of Freemasonry, more than 
two years ago. The thousand nameless things, which 
discover guilt in a company, as certainly^ g u >lt in an 
individual, they saw with their eyein and heard with 
itheir ears, and felt in their hearts- Yet the single items 
of evidence were so small, they could not be repeated to 
strangers without hazard of seemmg to be greatly mag- 
nified in importance ; and the Fraternity were ready to 
catch at this, and mourn over i n charity, as a melan- 
choly proof of mental de^sion, not equalled since the 

Salem witchcraft. J*ow lovely this made them appear. 
How distracted it shewed the Antimasons! The Fra- 
ternity every where furnished zealous men to push along 
this account of the matter, and they have the power and 
the effrontery, in all parts of the Union, to make the 
great public bvheve, that Antimasons are a very disin- 
genuous race, who charge the most ancient and honor- 
able society with high crimes, on the slightest evidence. 

Having the facts chiefly in their own fraternal keep- 
ing, they lustily called upon Antimasons for them. They 
denied the abduction, the violence, the murder, and in 
a tone of defiance, they demanded : “ the facts, the 
facts !” But when facts were shewn, they had men to 
impeach the credibility of witnesses, never impeached 
before ; they had sworn friends enough to browbeat the 
officers of the law, the appointed guardians of public jus- 
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tiee, in the discharge of their official doty ; they raised 
the cry of persecution, and with amazing effrontery rep** 
resented the friends of the law and of the constitution, 
as villanous disturbers of the public peace, insomuch that 
they made the name Antimason , a term of reproach, lit- 
tle better than traitor and rebel. “ Facts !” they cried, 
11 Give us facts !” No man might say Morgan was lul- 
led, assassinated, under penalty of being reported a fool 
or a knave. When their own brethren plead “ Guilty ” 
in open court, they counted it nothing ; when others 
fled from their country, they represented it to be a 
journey for the sake of business, or of pleasure ; whew 
others refused to testify, as witnesses, lest they, should 
implicate themselves, they did not regard it ; and whew 
one, their fellow, their misguided brother, yielded up 
the facts from his burdened soul, and preferred his couu- 
try to Freemasonry, they burned, they raved, they cal- 
umniated ; they flattered, tempted, and threatened ; they 
wrongfully swore his testimony out of court, still crying 
as before : “ Giv* U s only the facts !” 

This spirit was not peculiar to a few, was not limited 
to the worthless, was not confined to the scene of the 
principal outrages. It was too common to the great 
Fraternity wherever they are found ; it was conspicuous 
in distinguished men and lading prints ; it was, it is, A 
SIGN and a token, by which a freemason may be known 
to all men by night or by day. il ow did they abuse the 
Lewiston committee ! A more honorable, indefatigable, 
and faithful committee cannot bp found. It is their high 
praise, it will be their lasting encomium, that the Nar- 
rative of Facts , published under their hand > in the Sum- 
mer after Morgan’s abduction, giving a particular and 
minute account of the principal circumstances, from the 
time he was first put on the Genesee limits, to the time 
he was incarcerated in fort Niagara, has never been in 
any part publicly contradicted, but has in every part 
been corroborated by time, and confirmed by additional 
testimony. But the Fraternity, the Freemasons, abused 
them, as if they bad been cut-throats : they did verily 
obey their sworn obligation, to traduce, revile, and bring 
to the most condign punishment, these their enemies, 
according to the established usages of the order. 
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Such things are too bad to be true ; we almost fear 
they will not find a ready belief ; indeed we would not 
have them. Doubt, reader ; say this is too much ; say 
that Freemasons are better men ; that the zeal of the 
writer carries him too far. Ah ! have charity ; suffer 
long ; be wise as a serpent ; be courteous, be merciful. 
Remember W ### was, and *LaF* ## is, a Freemason. 
Call to mind the widow relieved, the orphan guided, and 
the prisoner saved, by Freemasonry : and when you 
have done, when you have bathed your heart in tender- 
ness for your friends, freemasons, and filled your bosom 
with love for those who are lovely, still know, and be 
sure that these things are so ; know that the divine order 
is a counterfeit, that the moral order is a traitor, that the 
charitable order is a murderer ; and that Freemasons 
have called for the facts, while they themselves have 
concealed them ; that the Grand Chapter of New-York 
in Feb. 1827 solemnly affirmed, individually and collect- 
ively, that they knew naught of Morgan’s abduction, 
while some of the active conspirators, were sitting in 
that body, and the body itself voted money, it is affirmed, 
to defray in part the charges attendant upon that act of 
violence. See Taber Potter and Dr. Fyfield , Seneca 
county , N. Y. 

There are rumors of a still darker complexion; 
and where an adversary leaves us to the guide of 
our judgment, always seeking to conceal the facts, 
we are forced to pay attention to rumors ; and when 
we repeatedly hear nearly the same thing from 
different, and, as it would seem, from independent 
sources, we name it, that our enemy may have opportu- 
nity to explain, if there is an error ; and that our friends 
may follow up the report, if there be good ground for it. 

Who can tell the interesting debates and the fear- 
ful decision of the General Grand Chapter of the United 
States respecting Wm. Morgan, at their session in the 
city of New-York, Sept. 13, J826, to which decision the 
G. G. High Priest was obedient, although dissenting ? 

But one year past has put in the possession of the 
public, things before concealed, which conclusively set- 
tle the concern of the masonic institution in the murder 
of Capt. Morgan. Henry F* Yates has publicly, and in 
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a solemn manner, this year declared, that the Grand 
Lodge of New-York, at their session in June 1827, did 
vote and pay the sum of $250 to Eli Bruce, late sheriff 
of Niagara county, to remunerate him, in part, for the 
loss of his office, owing to his concern in the abduction 
of William Morgan. This weighty charge Mr. Yates 
accompanied with a defiance “ to any honest and consci- 
entious” member of that Grand Lodge, to deny it on hio 
corporal oath , if he dare : thus putting it to any honest 
member of the Grand Lodge, to silence him, if, with 
truth, he could. Mr. Yates went further, and pledged 
himself to the public to prove it, (would the Grand 
Lodge consent to a feigned issue,) to the satisfaction of 
a court and jury ! Mr. Yate9 was 14 years clerk of 
Montgomery county ; as a man fit to hold a seat in the 
Grand Lodge of New-York in 1827, he is entitled to re- 
ceive a reply, if one could he given , to this charge. Nine 
months have passed, since it was published ; the Grand 
Lodge have, in the mean time, held a session ; but 
neither body, nor member, has replied to their renoun- 
cing brother, whose statement it is base to neglect, if 
it were possible to contradict it. The institution is 
guilty. 

Parson G. Shipman, M. I). a respectable citizen of 
Onondaga, and a renouncing mason, in May last, pub- 
lished on the authority of three members of that Grand 
Lodge, the same fact stated by Mr. Yates, with a 
variation only in the sum : $100 instead of $250. It is 
not our province to account for the discrepance in the 
sum ; but we hazard nothing in saying, that either of 
these gentlemen has sufficient respectability of charac- 
ter, to call out, not one only, but every one of the Grand 
Lodge, to correct his statements, if there is any mali- 
cious calumny of their great body contained in them. 
They make no reply ; hoping, no doubt, for the charitable 
conclusion of the law when a prisoner arraigned at tho 
bar, refuses to plead to the indictment. 

Under this head we place a later discovery. Jarvis 
F. Hanks, Editor of the Investigator, an Antimasonic 
paper in this city, an honest man, with a wife and fami- 
ly of dependent children, late High Priest of Webb 
chapter, Cleaveland, Ohio, and within the year a re- 
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nouncing mason, has solemnly declared, under his own 
band, and published in the newspaper, that while visit- 
ing in Jerusalem. Chapter in this city, in the Autumn of 
A. D. 1827, a resolution was introduced to appropriate 
$500 for the use of the Western sufferers ! to be for- 
warded to Rochester by a gentlemen then present, who 
would also carry contributions from several other ma- 
sonic Fraternities in this city, towards the same object. 
As a mason, as a citizen of unspotted character, in the 
fellowship of the Presbyterian church, Mr. Hanks is 
fully entitled to credit. His testimony has been six 
weeks in public, where Jerusalem chapter at midnight 
sits, and no contradiction comes to meet it, no explana? 
tion to qualify it. But this comes, a rumor from Ro- 
chester to confirm it with a vengeance.* 

Once more; Avery Allyn, late Junior Warden in 
Clinton Encampment, Ct. and now a renouncing ma- 
son, with the deepest impression of the important con- 
sequences, has in the past year made oath, that visiting 
in St. John’s Masonic Hal!,Frankfort-st. N. York, in the 
Spring of 1828, he was there informed more than once, 
by different individuals, that Chipperjield , (Richard 
Howard of the Morgan conspiracy,) received shelter 
and charity in that Hall, confessing himself to be the 
murderer of Morgan, and claiming the aid of his ma- 
sonic brethren on that account ! One of his informers, 
whom Mr. Allyn privately names, has under oath deni- 
ed, that he gave Mr. Allyn such information ; but before 
he made that oath, he threatened a friend to his inno- 
cence, t with vengeance unto death , if the affidavit of Mr. 
Allyn was published, and confessed the threat before 
witness ; and he also solemnly declared, that he is a 
great mason, and knows what Freemasonry is, and that 
there is not a word of truth in Morgan’s book ! The 
contradictory statement of such a man, to clear himself, 
does not impeach Mr. Allyn’s veracity, never before 

* The then High Priest of Jerusalem Chapter speaks of it in con- 
versation. How quickly would he deny it under his name before 
the public, if he could ao it innocently- Twenty-four hours would 
be enough to bring out every member of the chapter ; six weeks 
pass and the public are still left to draw their own inferences. 

t The Editor. 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



872 


ANTI-MASONIC REVltW, [VoL. t 

impeached ; it rather confirms it ; and when we eon- 
aider, that the threatener of vengeance, and the denier 
of Morgan’s book, is, indeed, a great mason, and is also 
in fellowship with the church in this city, we have re- 
newed evidence of the corrupting and infernal spirit of 
Freemasonry. 

We shall not lessen the importance of these facts by 
a further enumeration of discoveries made plenteoo*- 
ly during the past year, in the progress of the indict- 
ments and trials of the Morgan conspirators. Enough 
is before the reader to shew him the great advance of 
Antimasonry under this head ; enough to justify our 
charges against the Masonic institution, without subject- 
ing ourselves to the charge of malice, or of mental de- 
rangement ; and enough, one would think, to make it a 
serious question with an eminent philanthropist and 
statesman, whether he ought to stand at the head of 
Freemasonry in the state of New-\ ork. 

5. Results of Elections . We hear a great deal said 
about excitement , as if it were a new thing in the world, 
a thing most dreadful to our lukewarm friends, and 
alarmed enemies. A deeper, holier, and warmer ex- 
citement, this people never saw, than that which wrought 
the political salvation of our country ; but tories and 
Britons sadly complained of it ; could they have quelled 
the excitement, king George and Freemasonry might 
now have had North America. 

“ Ay, but political excitement ; party excitement ; that 
is the evil.” 

How inconsiderate are they who make this distinc- 
tion. A free citizen of this republic, who feels no inte- 
rest, and takes no part in the elections, must be a hope- 
less bachelor, a childless man destitute of a hold upon 
posterity, a candidate for Past Master Mason, or for 
the Odd Fellows Society, where government is a trick, 
and misrule is fun. The genius of our institutions fos- 
ters political excitement ; the habits of our countrymen 
prove its general harmlessness ; the life of liberty re- 
quires its exercise. We do not plead for excesses ; 
but we justify political excitement ; and quote to our 
purpose the words, “ It is good to be zealously affected 
in a good thing” (Gal. 4.) If politics are a good thing. 
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die Apostle is with us ) if not a good thing, we may 
throw away our political constitutions, and give the reins 
to licentiousness. 

Excitement is not an evil ; political excitement is not 
an evil ; but only the Antimasonic excitement ! That is 
the trouble. That is a fever, which will kill Freema- 
sonry, if her political doctors cannot find a way to allay 
it. That is an ague, shaking the mystery with fearful 
spasms death is at the door ; death enters by the ex- 
citement. Freemasons and Antimasons see this alike, 
and they yield to it with diverse feelings. This whole 
Union is excited to newspaper loggerheads, by every 
presidential election. It is unavoidable; we must ‘ have 
it ; and it is more worthy of intelligent republicans, 
to make it bruise bad principles, than to let it fall 
on bad men; it is vastly more important, to cut away 
with it the pillars of Freemasonry, than to let it frit- 
ter upon the pillars of the constitution. A great ex- 
citement, not to say just, was produced at the last 
election, mainly for reform . We say, let it go on ; not 
against men, but against corrupt principles; not to 
eject faithful servants of the public, but to eject treason- 
able oaths from office ; not to shake the stability of our 
government, but to destroy a dangerous despotism with- 
in our government ; not to vex honest freemasons , but to 
annihilate false Freemasonry. It is an excitement upon 
principle, and not of self-interest; it arises upon a so- 
'lemn question, not whether this or that statesman shall 
rule ; but whether equal rights or secret oaths ; yvhether 
public laws or traitorous combinations, shall prevail. 

This is a worthy question ; quite as fit to agitate the 
public mind, as whether Mr. Thompson or Mr. Throop 
shall be governor ? Whether Mr. Van Buren, or Mr. 
Clay shall be the next President ? 

This question was first carried systematically to the 
polls, A. D. 1827, in the insulted district. The sheriffs 
and magistrates, who are elected by the people, repeat- 
edly in the Morgan conspiracy, proved recreant to duty, 
and disobedient to that public, whose servants they 
were, by a paramount deference to the oaths of Free- 
masonry. Morgan’s abduction and murder were a com- 
mon jest with Freemasons, and insult and a justification 
were superadded to the crimes of arson, kidnapping, and 
Vol. 1. — No. 12. — 3. , 
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murder. ** Let alone,” they said, “ you can dp nothing ; 
who are your sheriffs and magistrates and jury ? If Mor- 
gan it killed, he is rightly served ; but h is only a spe- 
culation of Morgan and Miller ; when they have filled 
their pockets, Morgan will come to life again.” 

Soberly we deem this enough to call op a spirit 
in New- York, determined to reform the sheriffs and ma- 
gistrates ; and it has quickly done it. Two years and 
six months only have elapsed, since the political provo- 
cation began, and now it is very hard work to make a 
masonic King, so much as a republican constable, in all 
the 170 miles, over which Capt. Morgan was violently 
carried. Every county he touched is thoropghly anti- 
masonic, and many of the counties round about ther 
scene of his sufferings. 

This question was first submitted to the entire state 
of Vermont by the convention of Antimasons at Mont- 
pelier, 5th of August last ; and on three weeks notice. 
Antimasonry received three-tenths of the whole vote of 
the state, three regular candidates being up, and the An- 
timason alone declining! This is the more cheering, 
there being only two Antimasonic papers in the state, 
until after the election ; now there are six to arrange 
our battle in Vermont for a future day. . 

Who laughed at the bpnest Pensylypnians for gelling 
up the dead cause in their state ? Was it the New-Vork 
Courier and Enquirer ? the Commercial ? the Argus ? 
It wps the whole company, whose columns exhibit mirth 
for a murder committed by Freemasonry ; whose col- 
umns much misrepresent the conduct and motives of 
those citizens, who have, at great expense, aided the 
laws, laboring against a powerful and secret combina- 
tion. But how is their laughing mouth turned awry by 
the result ! How has their pouting lip fallen ! How has 
their countenance changed! We save our pity , worse 
things are ip store for them. Pennsylvania only gath- 
ered Antimasons in Convention from 13 counties out of 
51, on the 25th of June last. They nominated a gov- 
ernor i not knowing that he would accept their honor. 
They entered upon the electioneering contest with only 
seven English pqpers, of a feeble circulation, in all *he 
state. 1*bey were opposed by the regular line of the 
Natiooal.administration ; a powerful phalanx in Fenn- 
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sylvariia ; they Were supported' by Almost every print of 
the late administration ; and they were opposed by tho 
secret arts and public slanders of vain glorious free- 
masonry. Vet they polled 50,151 votes, Where the 
mighty polled 76,073. They carried majorities in six- 
teen counties, and tied with 2016 votes in another ! And 
these counties were, at the presidential election, the 
strength of the present administration, which is conclu- 
sive proof, that the Antimason vote in Pennsylvania was 
•not made up of the odd ends, and disappointed politi- 
cians of a defeated party. 

A remarkable arid most interesting feature seen in all 
the election returns, is, that Antithasottry triumphed, in 
proportion as it Was understood ; the counties in Pennsyl- 
vania having free presses, gave With one or two excep- 
tions, Antimasonic majorities, and those majorities were 
greater, or less, in some proportion to the time the pa- 
pers had been circulating ; while the counties destitute 
of free presses, gave fewer or no votes for Aritimason- 
ry ; and the two counties where the free press was de- 
feated, gave large Antimasonic minorities. 

The Antimason counties are Adams , Bedford , Ches- 
ter, Cambria , Crawjord , Dauphin, Erie , Huntingdon , In- 
diana , and Jefferson , Lancaster , Lebanon , Lycoming r 
Mtrcer , Somerset , Union , and Washington , (seventeen) 
Franklin tied* Of all the Antimasonic papers in Penn- 
sylvania, except the Union Telegraph, the oldest is 
the Antimasonic Herald, commenced June 1828, Lancas- 
ter county. That county gave the largest Antimason 
vote in the state, 5542. The greatest Antimason ma- 
jority in any county except Erie, was in Union , (the seat* 
of the above excepted Telegraph,) where the vote was 
2068 to 764 ! This is the residence of Ner Middlen- 
WarTh ; and this is the evidence his county gives of 
their conviction, that the mean attempt to hoodwink 
MV. Bf iddfeswarth with a view to fit him to be a candi- 
date for Governor, was the legitimate operation of false 
Freemasonry. In Somerset is one of the oldest Anti- 
mason papers, and there were i>oIled 1520 votes to 584, 
which is excellent testimony to the good effect of a welt 
established free press. Erie gave more than three to 
one for A nti mason ry, 1546 to 497 l In Alleghany, An- 
ti masonry had a paper about three weeks old, at the time 
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of the election and lost the victory, 1872 to 2077 : one 
week’s time would probably have saved it. Lehigh is the 
other county defeated, in which is an Antimason paper : 
and it is curious to observe, that the %ofe stood 1453 to 
1640 , while in the very next county adjoining, Northamp- 
ton, where there is no free press, it stood 458 to 4006 ! 
Besides Alleghany and Lehigh, Antimasonry was victo- 
rious wherever it had a free pr< ss, altho’ many of those 
victorious counties had not enjoyed the advantage of a 
free press above four months. 

The ignorance of Philadelphia upon this question is 
exhibited in the vote of that city and county, 11393 to 
546 ! Not a paper m that city or county that did not snuff 
at Antimasonry, or positively slight and cover it. The 
people had no information before them upon the subject ; 
they were hoodwinked by a hoodwinked press. The 
contrast between Philadelphia and Lancaster, or Som- 
erset, or even Alleghany, is a full and satisfactory proofs 
that Antimasonry is not hostility to the national admin- 
islratin, (for on that ground a large vote might be poll- 
ed in Philadelphia,) and that Antimasonry does not de- 
pend on ignorance, or the want of information ; but it 
depends on the possession o f information . It does not de- 
pend on vice, or a paltry ambition, or an unstable popu- 
lation, for then a great city would furnish it readily with 
a strong vote ; but it depends on the independent and 
virtuous yeomanry, and it will triumph. Antimasonry 
is truth ; it will prevail. 

This is a glorious view of the subject, and every read- 
er w ill feel interested with additional proof to the same 
point, viz. to shew that Antimasonry, like truth, depends 
on information for its life and growth. How do its ene- 
mies treat it ? Ihe Argus, the Courier, and the rest ? 
Do they examine it ? Do they unfold it to their read- 
ers ? Do they point out its influence good or bad, and 
expatiate upon it ? Not they. This would be giving the 
people information, information, information ; and they 
lenow that the spread of information cherishes the 
cause they wish to kill. But what do they do ? They 
sneer at it, (which sends four Senators and twenty nine 
representatives to Albany, and six members to Congress) 
as a humbug ! they in the face of the facts contained in 
this article, publish to the world : “ Antimasonry is ad - 
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lancing backwards they hum and thrumb upon redac- 
tion, and unblushingly pronounce Antimasonry dead ; 
yes, dead, and put in the coffin ! nailed up with a jest, 
and buried with a laugh ! This is possible, because it is so, 
exactly so ; and it proves that to make known the cause 
of Antimasonry, is certain death to opposition : The 
people will receive it, will vote for it, wherever it is 
properly understood. 

Another proof of this may be drawn from the same 
returns of the late election in Pennsylvania. The coun- 
ties in which Antimasonry prevailed, or had large mi- 
norities, are found not only furnished with a free press, 
but they lie mostly, or altogether, on the great and lead- 
ing routes through the state. Take the road from Phil- 
adelphia by Lancaster to Pittsburg, and it leads through 
Chester , Lancaster , Ad, ms, Franklin , Bedford, and Somer- 
set, antimason counties. On the same ro»d are Bucks, 
York, and Westmoreland, in which, except Bucks, were 
large Antimasonic minorities. Another principal road 
runs from Easton on the Delaware, through the beautiful 
valley between North and South mountains, quite into 
Virginia. On this are Northampton, Lehigh, Berks, Le- 
banon, Dauphin , Cumberland, and Franklin . These, ex- 
cept Northampton, shewed well for Antimasonry. Again 
the great road from Erie to Pittsburg and Wheeling, 
leads thro’ Erie, Crawford, Mercer , Butler, Alleghany, 
and Washington Counties. The italics are antimason. 
Butler, as well as Alleghany, gave a large minority for 
Antimasonry. Verily the great turnpikes are a formi- 
dable enemy to freemasonry ; our foes must block np 
the highways, if they would stop the progress of our 
cause ; and howstiange it is, that Antimasonry should 
already possess the great thoroughfares of Pennsylva- 
nia, while the Newspapers are in the hands of the ene- 
my ! 

This view of our subject is too important to be dis- 
missed, while facts can he adduced to illustrate it. The 
history of the cause in New- York isa perfect confession 
of the same great truth, viz. that Antimasonry, for its 
life, depends on information, and for its growth, on the 
spread of information. Take for example the city of 
N. York* We have seven, and until very recently we hare 
had nine streams of daily news, to enlighten and refresh 
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our population, besides « host of weekly, monthly, and 
periodical papers of all classes, sizes, and denominations. 

One small paper a week circulates to about three 
band red of out citizens, and this Review te one hnn* 
dred and ten. Besides these (which ate not to be men- 
tioned, except for precision,) none of the newspaper 
host will enlarge upon Antimasonry ; but one will en- 
danger its patronage by the admission of the most im- 
portant antimamnic facts into its columns ; not one will 
consent to publish the reports of the Senate, and of the 
Assembly upon the Morgan Affair, so late as last Spring, 
although several Were particularly requested even by 
committees of public meetings : and the letter of the 
Hon. Cadwallader D. C olden, was never published, 
and hardly a line of it, in any one of them. 

But many of them are constantly throwing out gibes 
and filth, to disgrace, and to disfigure onr cause. It is 
true, many citizens know that great allowance is to be 
made for the masonic character of such papers ; but af- 
ter all, the channels of infw motion are not merely shut 
to the truth of Anti masonry, but they are generally 
used to pervert it, and the city is kept m ignorance, ea 
that one half believe that Morgan wae not abducted by 
masom ; they verily believe to this day, that he is alive 
and fattening on the spoils of his “ wretched and lying 
volume” ( New- York Enquirer, March , 1827,/ while a 
few knaves take advantage of the excitement, to crowd 
themselves before the public : and they vote 341 in 
20y000 for Antimasociry ! 

The same ignorance prevails on Long-Island, and 
there ao tieket is run for Antimasonry. But ascend 
the Hudson eighty miles to Ulster, and we have a strong 
vote ; the Palladium gives Ulster County information of 
the truth, and the people testify to it at the polls. 
Orange on the South of Ulster is dead in ignorance and 
Freemasonry ; Dutchess on the East is the same. 
Their news papers are numerous, five, if we are in* 
formed rightly, in each county ; but never one of them 
speaks of Antimasoury, only as one would take up a 
toad with a pair of tongs. 

Let this serve as a sample, where the people are do* 
prived of Antimasonic information. We find that, 
ignorant, they do not act, on the other hand* observe 
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liow they grow and wax strong in Antimasonry, where 
they have free presses. In Washington county, fifty 
miles North of Albany, last year Antimasonry did not 
*un a ticket for the Assembly, this year it run a full 
ticket in ! last November it gave 393, out of 6742 votes 
for governor, this November it gives 2435, out of 5805, 
for {Senator. What an astonishing change ! The An~ 
timasonic Champion sprang up in Washington County 
last May, and this has £iven the people infer matron, and 
they have sealed it with the ballot box : true. Go 
West of Alhany to Oneida 100 miles. Last November 
Antimasonry received in that county 139 out of 11006 
votes i this year how many should it have ? An amaz- 
ing difference is there, also, wrought by the increase of 
knowledge. Few in that county a year ago, knew 
much about Antimasonry, except in passing ; but last 
January the EJncidator sprang up among them to dif- 
fuse information, and 29 13. legally qualified voters 
have set to that information their seal, that it is both 
important and TRUE. Turn South of Oneida to 
Otsego. November 1828 Antimasonry received in 
Otsego County 523 out of 8098 votes. November 1829 
it received in that same county 2523 out of 5993 votes* 
The Toesin has been circulating Antimason informa- 
tion there since last June, and 2000 votes are the 
fruits of the first summer’s work ! To make this 
the more apparent, step into Schenectady county, there 
the anti masonic vote was 249 last year, and is 383 this 
year ; the county was then, and is now destitute of a 
free press, and the increase of information, and of Anti* 
masonry, is necessarily slow. 

Cayuga has a paper, and gave last year 544, this 
year 2447 votes for Antimasonry ; while Onondaga has 
no paper, and gave last year 592 out of 8125 : this year 
1212 out of 5424. Madison, we turn back to notice. 
Antimasonry has there a sterling paper, and from the 
beginning has had ; that is a fact ; and last year it had 
1876 out of 5814 votes, and this year 2473 out of 5298 
votes ; but it carried its Assembly ticket last year in 
part, and now has lost it. Freemasonry is delighted 
with this triumph, purchased at the expense of 597 
Antimasonio gain ! 

Antimasonry is a principle i and principles are the 
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same every where. It is brought home to the under- 
standing of the citizens of Western New- York, and they 
approve of it. They are not differently made from 
other men ; they are not less fit for jurors, for lawyers, 
or for judges, than their fellow citizens of the South and 
East. But they alone are decidedly Antimasons, be- 
cause they alone are deeply read in the wicked and dan- 
gerous character of freemasonry. The rest of the Un- 
ion is fast acquiring the information necessary to be- 
come in its whole extent Anti masonic, and a firm pha- 
lanx to sustaio and extend the necessary information, 
which Freemasonry can neither resist, nor break, 
is now formed by the Western District of New- 
York. At every previous election, many distinct par- 
ties have been so mixed in bands, that it was impossible 
to obtain a clear and unqualified expression of the pub- 
lic will upon the fate of Freemasonry. Rut not so this 
election ; every interest disappeared in the 8th Senator- 
ial district, but the masonic and the Antimasonic. The 
entire voice of the people was expresse * upon two tickets 
only, and Antiraasonry comes out, on such trial 7920 
voices in the majority. We would inquire : if a dead 
party, officiary reported by the state paper to be nailed 
up in thecoffin, could so viqdicate its good name, and 
also chastise its enemies, what is to be expected from it, 
alive f and marching to victory, both toward Albany 
and Washington city ? your answer Brother ! 

In the six Senatorial Districts of the State of New- 
York, where Autimasonry run a candidate, it received 
one-third of the whole vote given, and succeeded in one 
of the six. Let our enemies enjoy their triumph. 


Senatorial 

District. 

Antimason. 

Opposition. 

No. 3. 

5001 

16923 

No. 4 . 

5662 

21311 

No. 5. 

11061 

17021 

N<>. 6. 

8980 

14390 

No. 7. 

10703 

14034 

No. 8. 

21360 

13446 


62763 

97125 


Last year those same six districts gave 215,000 
votes nearly j this year 160,000. But the Anti- 
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masonicgain in the 16b, 000 votes cast, is above 30,000 ; 
nearly one- fifth of the whol#. number ! Suppose the same 
ratio of gain in the 55,000 whajginot vote this year, and 
did vote last, (and we have a rp||to our proportion,) 
this gives 10,000 more the absolute gain in the six Dis- 
tricts. Arid if Antimasonry had lost , in proportion with 
the whole loss, its vote, this election, in the six districts, 
would have been about 25,000* whereas it is 62,763, an 
increase equal to 1 50 per cent, per ann . We are a little 
disappointed in this ; we had expected so good a busi- 
ness would have netted 200 per cent. ; hut we shall not 
grieve about it. 

The people of New- York will be electing a Governor 
next autumn. Suppose Antimasonry nets in the entire 
Sfhte of New-York 150 per cent, again next year, (the 
whole number of votes being as they last year,) 

—that is too much.* Suppose in the State it nets 
ltib pet cent, in the coming year, that will elect the 
governor, and that is enough. Gen. Miller, at the bat- 
tle of Lundy’s Lane, being required by his comman- 
der to storm the British battery, and possess the height, 
replied, “ I will try, Sir !” And at the point of the 
bayonet, he carried it. 

So Wayne, storming Stony Point, ordered every flint 
to be taken out of the guns; and, to succeed, we must 
avoid flashing and firing ; take the flints out of the guns, 
fix truth for the bayonet, and march right upon the 
enemy ; not with a shout, but with a settled purpose ; 
and they cannot ^ftand it; they will either fly like pi- 
geons, or capitulate after a broken battle. 

. But renunciations, conventions, and elections, all 
yield in importance and give place to the following. 


ROBERT ANDERSON. 


On the trial of Elihu Mather, indicted for a conspi- 
racy to kidnap Capt. Morgan, in the circuit court of Or- 
leans county 11th Nov. 1829, Judge Gardiner presiding, 
the fifst question raised by the counsel was upon thb 
mahtter of ascertaining whether the Jurors were unbi- 


- V ? te J? r it estimated on the average, 3000 above that 
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assed. Judge Gardiner remarked that questions would 
probably arise of considerable importance, and suggest- 
ed the propriety of pursuing the legal course, which was 
adopted. The clerk proceeded to draw the jury ; Wil- 
liam Loomis and SimeoYi Gilding were taken, and being 
found acceptable to both parties, were appointed triers 
by the court. 

Jonathan French, Amos Cliff, John Follet , Charles 
Kelly , Samuel Church, Chauncey Hood, Epaphras Pen- 
nell, Luther St . John , and Daniel Reed, were severally 
challenged in their order, by the defendant’s counsel, 
put under oath and examined, and those four in italics 
were sworn as jurors. The others were rejected by the 
triers. Then Wm. Bullard being drawn, said he bad 
formed an opinion ; and he was excused from sitting. 

Robert Anderson was next drawn. John C. 
Spencer, special counsel for the state, assisted by 
by J. B. Coles, challenged this juror, on the ground 
that he was a Royal Arch Mason. General Vincent 
Matthews, Wm. H. Adams, and Daniel D. Barnard, 
counsel for the prisoner, demanded that the cause of 
challenge should be reduced to writing. This being 
done, and the point that the prisoner and Juror were of 
the same company , or corporation , having been argued, 
the court overruled the challenge “ for principal cause." 
Mr. Spencer then challenged “ to the favor and as- 
signed that Judge Anderson was an important witness in 
the case, and ought not to be on the jury. Defendant’s 
counsel replied, that the duty of juror and witness did 
not interfere, and they should not ftmsent to excuse- 
him for that cause. 

The same Triers were again sworn, and Mr. Spencer 
called Dr. Jos. K. Brown. Witness, Anderson, and the 
prisoner, are members of the Gaines Chapter , R. A. Ma- 
sons.. Witness does not remember a quarter of the 
Royal Arch oath ; and is unwilling to say any thing 
about his masonic obligations. There is something 
about helping a Companion Royal Arch Mason out of 
difficulty. The words are, “ I will aid and assist a com- 
panion Royal Arch Mason , wherever I shall see him en- 
gaged in any difficulty , so far as to extricate him from the 
the same , whether right or wrong" There is a sign to 
communicate distress, and the sign binds a mason to 
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his brother’s relief : thinks the obligation imperative, 
if the person to whom the sign is given, has power to- 
relieve. 

Cross examined by Defendant's counsel . Witness re- 
collects the striking parts of the oath, and that part he 
had related, in particular. There was no qualification 
or explanation of the oath, at the time it was administe*- 
ed. Does not recolleet that the candidate swears to 
support the laws of the country, in any masonic obliga- 
tion he had taken. [To a question from defendant’s 
counsel, “ whether any thing in the masonic obligations 
justified him in violating the laws of the country?” — 
Witness replied that one part of the obligations might 
bear that construction, which he would repeat, if re- 
quired. The counsel waived the question, and the an- 
swer was not given. ] 

Daniel Pratt and Archibald L. Daniels testified to the 
friendly intimacy of Capt. Mather and Judge An- 
derson. 


Here Mr. Spencer rested ; and the defendant’s coun- 
sel called Robert Anderson , who being sworn, said : 
There is a clause in the Royal Arch obligation, which 
without being qualified is of the import testified by Dr. 
Brown. With the qualification it means, that when a 
Royal Arch Mason sees a companion quarrelling, he is 
bound to get him away. “ The obligation requires me, 
when I see a companion engaged in a quarrel, to give 
him a particular sign to come away. I think this qua- 
lification forms a part of the oath. Nothing* in Mason- 
ry requires me to give a verdict contrary to law.” Wit- 
ness thinks that some of the obligations require him to 
support and obey the laws of the country. 

Cross examined by Mr. Spencer. Witness has been 
pretty warm on the subject, and has participated in the 
feelings of the masons. The clause quoted by Dr. 
Brown may be substantially correct, with the qualifica- 
tion witness has given. Thinks this qualification is in 
e oath. Thinks the oath contains the words “ dispute. 
&r quarrel. It is possible the qualification is in the 
charge after the oath ; but thinks it is in the oath itself. 
Has not paid much attention to masonry for two or three 
years, and is not very bright. 

Isaac W. Averill. Witness was a member of Gaines 
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the State, and is not a Freemason. General Mathews 
Is one of the ornaments of his profession, ripe in wisdom, 
in honors, and in years ; and he is a freemason , who 
might have stepped to the witness’ stand, and have 
thrown the full weight of his knowledge into the scales 
of justice ; and it was probably his duty, as it was his 
interest, to have done so, if he could thereby have serv- 
ed his client, or even have relieved Freemasons of an- 
just odium. Wm. H. Adams we recollect with high 
respect for the able part he bore in the defence of 
Eli Bruce, Aug. 1828, and he was then reported to 
be a freemason. Daniel D. Barnard is the same pure 
and honorable man, who was a member of the last con- 
gress from Monroe County, and he is not a mason. 

Never was a triumph more perfect than this : it was 
achieved for political Antimasons by their political op- 
ponents ; it was wrought by their pure principles silent- 
ly operating in the calm proceedings of a high court of 
justice. The result is made up and recorded, so that 
no man, who will acknowledge the court seal, can deny 
the fact. And none may dream of escaping from this 
masonic funeral pyre, by doubting the witnesses. They 
are responsible for the facts, and the court, and the 
counsel, and the triers, knew they were sufficient to be 
responsible ; else why not impeach them ? at least, at- 
tempt it ? Why not face them down with Freemasons, 
one Hundred of whom were in the courthouse, or within 
one hour’s call of the courthouse ? Why not bring in 
scores, to put to silence, and to infamy, these masonic 
witnesses ? It was becaus eno men in the country stand 
fairer, than those witnesses do ; and the masons, who 
heard, knew that they spoke the truth, and that it was 
impossible for any man to face them in a counter oath, 
without perjury. Nay, who are the witnesses ? Dr . 
Jos . K. Brown is a regular mason, refusing to answer 
only to what he is required by law ; and he is backed 
by Robert Anderson himself, with only a qualification, he 
thinks , in the oath. But Messrs. Averill, Hopkins, and 
Nickoson, qualify Mr. Anderson’s qualification out of 
the oath, and out of sight. 

Men who put Freemasonry out of the jury box, can- 
not blame the people for putting it out of the ballot box* 

% 

END OF VOL. I. 
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Page 16, line 31, Disperse, read dispense. 

Do. 19, line 6, the, read thee. 
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Do. 76, margin, Freemasons, read Freemasonry. 

Do. 86, line 38, (there, read if. 

Do. 100, to the list of renouncing masons, add HtffRY He* bard, Fenny dn. 
Da. 106, line 29, words, read records. - 

Do. 129, line 26, strike out the first all. 

Do. 146, line 21, strike the first 19 out, and read 18 — Sovereign Piinte of 
Rone Croix de Heroden . 

Do. 166, line 10, read loading. 

Do. ltil, line 1 should be line one of page 163. 

Do. 163, line 1 is found line one two pages back. 

Do. 178, line 4, insert to, before “ prevent.” 

Do. 289, line 38, Wm. read James Vanderpool. 

Do. 292, line 26, exercises, read exercise, 

Do. 299, tine 34, comma after Tolas. 

Do. 348, line 1, army, read arrcty. 

Bo. 36i, line 9, read Lalomia. 
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